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New York schools are 
required to provide a 
moment of silence to 
observe the anniver-
sary of the 9/11 terror 
attacks, according to 
a new state law ap-
proved by Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo Monday.

The law calls for a brief 
moment of silence at 
the beginning of the 
school day every 9/11 
to encourage dialogue 
and education in the 
classroom among a 
new generation of 
students who weren’t 
alive during the 2001 
World Trade Center’s 
twin towers attack that 
killed more than 3,000 
people.

The law goes into ef-
fect immediately.

“9/11 was one of the 
single darkest periods 
in this state’s and this 
nation’s history, and we 
owe it to those we lost 
and to the countless 
heroes who ran toward 
danger that day and the 

days that followed to 
do everything we can 
to keep their memory 
alive,” Cuomo said.

“By establishing this 
annual day of remem-
brance and a brief 
moment of silence in 
public schools, we will 
help ensure we never 
forget — not just the 
pain of that moment but 
of the courage, sacri-
fice and outpouring of 
love that defined our 
response.”

The law was sponsored 
in the legislature by 
state Sen. Joseph Add-
abbo and Assembly-
woman Stacey Pheffer 

Amato — both Queens 
Democrats.

“Students graduating 
from High School as 
part of the Class of 
2019 were just new-
borns during the terror-
ists attacks of Septem-
ber 11, 2001, and soon 
enough there will be no 
students in the national 
public school system 
born at the time of 
9/11,” Amato said.
“By mandating a brief 
moment of silent reflec-
tion every year, we 
may ensure that future 
generations will better 
understand this day and 
its significance in our 
history.”

New Law Requires New York 
Schools to Observe 9/11 Anniversary

SENATOR SEWARD TO TAKE 
PART IN 9/11 CEREMONIES

ONEONTA, 09/10/19 -- State Senator James L. Seward (R/C/I/Ref–
Oneonta) will be in Cortland and Herkimer counties, WEDNESDAY, 
September 11 to observe the anniversary of the 9/11 terrorist attack. 

EVENTS – WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 11:
*September 11th Memorial Ceremony;

*8:00 a.m.;
*Courthouse Park;

*Intersection of Church Street and Court Street;      
*Cortland.

*Mount Markham Remembrance Day;
*7:00 p.m.;

*Mount Markham High School Auditorium;
*500 Fairground Road;

*West Winfield.

Nate Lull a member of Butternut Valley Grange and partner Mike 
Packard  shared their experience at a recent Butternut Valley  Grange 

meeting of there 120 miles in the AuSable River Canoe Marathon 
from Grayling to Oscoda, Michigan. They did some practicing on the 
Butternut Creek which is similar to the River they canoed.  The 120 
miles  with 95 other canoes  took then through the Huron National 
Forest.  This was Nate’s first time of canoeing in the night.  Mike 

loves to do this race and it was his 12th time.  Their canoe weighted 
35 pounds equipped with a light and even a GPS.  The Butternut Val-
ley Grange was a sponsor with name on the side of Canoe with other 

sponsors. Congrats to Lull and Packard!

Butternut Valley Grange Member and Partner 
Share 120 Mile Experience in the 
AuSable River Canoe Marathon
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Senator Fred Akshar 
Sponsors New Legisla-
tion to Block License 
Plate Replacement Fees 
from Exceeding the 
Cost of Production
Senator Fred Akshar 
authored legislation this 
week to place a road 
block in Albany’s path 
to increase license plate 
replacement fees and 
cut the cost of replace-
ment plates for New 
York residents.

His proposal (S.6693) 
would set the price of 
license plate fees at or 
below the actual cost 
to manufacture license 
plates. It also prevents 
the NYS Department 
of Motor Vehicles 
(DMV) from creating 
additional fees for driv-
ers to keep the same 
license plate number 

in the event of a design 
change by the DMV. 
Finally, it requires the 
NYS Department of 
Corrections and Com-
munity Supervision 
(DOCCS) to produce 
an annual report that 
details the cost of mak-
ing New York license 
plates. 

“It’s time to inject 
some common sense 
into the license plate 
replacement conversa-
tion,” said Senator Fred 
Akshar. “Before New 
York’s government 
drives yet another fee 
over the backs of the 
remaining residents 
who have yet to flee 
our state for a more 
affordable way of life, 
Albany needs to pump 
the brakes.”

New York State De-
partment of Motor 
Vehicles (DMV)’s new 
license plate replace-
ment program requires 
drivers to pay $25 for 
new license plates and 
an additional $20 to 
keep their current plate 
number.

Last month, Governor 
Cuomo announced the 
new fee structure and 
10-year license plate re-
placement requirement 
along with a survey 
allowing New Yorkers 
to vote on the new plate 
designs. Of the five de-
sign options, only one 
features a landmark 
located in Upstate New 
York: Niagara Falls. 

Senator Fred Akshar 
said, “The hardwork-
ing taxpayers I repre-

sent are sick of being 
nickel-and-dimed by 
Albany bureaucrats. 
This legislation seeks 
to provide a reprieve to 
those already drown-
ing in taxes and fees by 
limiting the amount the 
DMV can charge for 
replacement plates to 
the cost of production.” 

In August, Akshar re-
leased his latest Com-
munity Voice Survey 
asking his constituents 
to weigh in on the new 
replacement fees as 
well as the new de-
signs. To date, over 
3,000 surveys have 
been submitted with 
over 90% of respon-

dents opposed to the 
new fees.

Residents of the 52nd 
Senate District can still 
submit their opinions 
by visiting Akshar.
NYSenate.Gov.

Senator Fred Akshar Sponsors New Legislation to Block License Plate 
Replacement Fees from Exceeding the Cost of Production

A Column of News & 
Comment by Senator 
James L. Seward

School is back in ses-
sion across New York.  
For many students it is 
a return to a familiar 
routine, but for some it 
is the start of a com-
pletely new world.  For 
all of us, it is a time to 
think of safety first.
 
In New York State, 
approximately 50,000 
drivers illegally pass 
a stopped school bus 
every day – a stag-
gering number.  This 
misconduct endangers 
the lives of children 
trying to get to and 
from school and it must 
be stopped.

Several steps have been 
taken in New York to 
combat this dangerous 
and illegal behavior.  
Operation Safe Stop is 
a cooperative project 
supported by the New 
York State Governor’s 
Traffic Safety Commit-

tee, the New York State 
Education Department, 
the New York Associa-
tion for Pupil Transpor-
tation, the New York 
State School Bus Con-
tractors Association, 
the student transporta-
tion industry and state, 
county, city and local 
law enforcement agen-
cies.  Their mission 
is to promote school 
bus safety through 
education enforcement 
efforts.

This past May, during 
a one-day enforcement 
effort, State Police and 
local law enforcement 
agencies ticketed 640 
drivers statewide for il-
legally passing stopped 
school buses.  

The first thing a motor-
ist needs to know is the 
law itself, which can 
vary a bit from state 
to state.  In New York 
State:

Drivers must stop when 

the school bus red 
lights are flashing;
Even on divided, 
multilane highways or 
school grounds, drivers 
are required to stop for 
flashing red lights;
Penalties for illegally 
passing a school bus 
range from $250 - 
$1,000 fines, points on 
your license, and/or 
possible imprisonment.

That final point is one 
that needs to be ad-
dressed further.  The 
penalties for illegally 
passing a school bus 
are simply too light 
– especially when a 
child’s life could be in 
danger.  

Current law provides 
that an individual 
convicted two or more 
times of speeding in a 
construction zone be 
subject to a sixty day 
suspension of his or her 
drivers’ license. Pass-
ing a stopped school 
bus two or more times 

however, does not cur-
rently carry such a pen-
alty. There is no doubt 
that passing a stopped 
school bus possesses 
as much risk to life and 
limb as speeding in a 
construction zone and 
should carry appropri-
ate penalties.

I have helped pass 
legislation in the senate 
that would increase 
penalties for illegally 
passing a stopped 
school bus.  Addition-
ally, a bill that would 
deter dangerous driv-
ers from committing 
traffic infractions and 
traffic misdemeanors 
in a school traffic con-
trol zone by doubling 
fines for these offenses 
has also received senate 
approval in the past.  
Unfortunately, the state 
assembly has not even 
brought these bills for-
ward for consideration.  
I will continue to 
advocate for their full 
legislative passage so 

they can be sent to the 
governor for his final 
consideration.

One key measure that 
was recently signed 
into law clears the way 
for school districts to 
install stop-arm cam-
eras to catch drivers 
who unlawfully pass 
a stopped school bus. 
Up until now, a ticket 
for illegally passing 
a stopped school bus 
could only be issued 
when a police officer 
witnessed the crime.  
Allowing schools to 
use cameras to catch 
lawbreakers will lead 
to additional arrests 
and increased safety for 
students.

Enhanced school safety 
must also be a prior-
ity.  In recent years, 
I have supported a 
number of initiatives 
designed to keep our 
kids safe.  Bills passed 
in the senate include 
measures to: increase 

the ability of schools to 
hire qualified security 
personnel; create new 
state funding mecha-
nisms for infrastruc-
ture investments that 
improve school safety; 
increase access to 
school-based mental 
health services; expand 
state actions and intel-
ligence coordination to 
protect schools against 
attack; and strengthen 
penalties for crimes on 
school grounds.

Our schools need to be 
safe, so teachers can 
teach and students can 
learn – without fear.  
While these bills have 
not received assembly 
approval, they remain 
priorities of mine.  I 
will continue to advo-
cate for their adoption 
so schools will have all 
the tools necessary to 
keep students safe.

School Safety Measures Remain Top Priority

After a state open vote, 
pictured left is the new

 New York License plate.

Excelsior, Latin for “ever upward” 
with images of Niagara Falls, a 
mountain range, the Statue of 

Liberty, a Long Island lighthouse 
and the New York City Skyline 
include images from across the 

state on the new plate.
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Cheerful ProsPeCt

By Alicia Marsland 
Geromel

Future generations 
(which won’t exist 
thanks to all our im-
aged perils)) will cry 
out against us anyway 
because of our self-
ish desire for freedom. 
Freedom is the culprit, 
you see, the chaos of 
everyone making their 
own decisions. People 
need to be controlled 
for their own well-
being. This is a point 
of you that is becoming 
more and more popu-
lar especially among 
the young. Freedom, 
in their mind, is a bad 
thing. It enables man-
kind to destroy itself. 
Past generations of 
western civilization 
look at it differently. 
And it’s pretty much 
given us the really 
great life we have, in-
stead of dooming us to 
live in the Bahamas. 
(By the way, the people 
waiting on the beach 
and at the airport? 
Those are true refu-
gees, who will die if no 
one takes them in, and 
we will take them in as 
we always do. That’s 
why so many people 
are sneaking in here 
claiming to be refu-
gees. Because we are 
nice people. However, 
that isn’t always neces-
sarily going to be the 
case.)

Once the desire for 
freedom becomes a 

vice, we will be done 
for. And the ironical 
thing is that it is almost 
true, the idea that free-
dom is selfish, except 
that whoever takes over 
to make your deci-
sions for you is equally 
selfish.. for themselves, 
for their freedom to 
regulate you, to experi-
ment with you, to rob 
you blind. This is what 
destroys every commu-
nist/ socialist state, no 
matter how well meant. 
The chaos of freedom 
for all does do damage, 
but it does less damage 
overall.
This includes such 
bugbears as climate 
change. No one really 
knows much of any-
thing about earths cli-
mate. We’ve only been 
watching it with some 
intensity for about 70 
years. This is because 
most of the weather sta-
tions around the world 
were Established dur-
ing World War II for 
military purposes. This 
doesn’t give us any 
kind of track record to 
judge by. 
The historical data 
tells us we’ve had at 
least two (and prob-
ably many more) warm 
periods that were 
warmer than today. No 
one died. (At least... 
not from being warm). 
When it got too hot 
they lay in the shade 
and took naps, unlike 
us silly people who try 
to operate as usual. 
This is a bad effect of 

air conditioning which 
otherwise is a great 
thing. 
With air condition-
ing, we nevertheless 
have the chance to be 
more comfortable than 
people during previous 
warm periods. Dino-
saurs during the Cre-
taceous, the Mesozoic, 
and so forth were pre-
sumably very comfort-
able with the temps.
According to Lord 
Moncton, in fact, the 
planet is actually cool-
ing based on historical 
records m, rather than 
computer projections of 
recent trends and (don’t 
make me explain this, 
just go get his book, 
Inconvenient Facts, if 
you want more info). 
According to him, just 
recently, our supply 
of CO2 has gotten so 
low that all the earth’s 
plants could have died 
if it had just gone 
slightly lower. This is 
a shocking and scary 
scenario much worse 
than global warm-
ing due to supposedly 
excess CO2, which, of 
course, is a natural gas 
essential to plant life. 
That makes it essential 
to our life! Hasn’t ever 
been a pollutant.
Now, this is not to say 
that I’m buying this 
theory anymore than 
any other theory that’s 
floating around, but 
just posit that in the 
1960s, when in fact 
we thought the world 
was getting too cold, 

having been watch-
ing the climate at that 
point for only 20 years, 
suppose that people in 
terror had decided that 
the earth was getting 
too hot instead and 
they had given all the 
governments the power 
to regulate us with 
great care and fervor to 
reduce CO2 emissions. 
If this scenario had 
been enacted, the first 
thing that would’ve 
happened is a lot of 
people would’ve died 
because that’s just what 
happens when govern-
ments go overboard as 
they always do when 
they have enough con-
trol to do it. Not ev-
eryone would go along 
with refusing to eat 
meat and eating insects 
instead. There would 
be people saying “you 
will pry my straw from 
my cold dead hands!” 
Then the second thing 
that would’ve hap-
pened is Enormous 
amounts of depression, 
graft, corruption and 
gosh knows what all! 
(Because governments 
basically do go bad 
when some individu-
als have the power to 
do those things.) The 
very, very last thing 
that would happen (just 
about now), once we 
had reduced the carbon 
emissions enough, is 
all the plants would die 
and then everybody 
else would die and the 
whole earth would die 
and it would’ve been 

a terrible thing, just 
because we really don’t 
know that much.
 If Moncton is right, 
the increased CO2 in 
the atmosphere from 
industrialization has, 
in fact, saved every 
tree we’ve got, includ-
ing the carbon laden 
smoke in the Amazon. 
In fact, every baby 
we’ve aborted since 
1973 would have prob-
ably emitted enough 
CO2 to make us safe 
for generations ahead! 
There is no doubt in 
my mind that many of 
those babies would be 
alive today if we hadn’t 
been been told since 
the 60s that Earth has 
too many people in it. 
Maybe the ‘mythical 
and tyrannical’ creator, 
when he said be fruit-
ful and multiply, knew 
that there would come 
a time when the earth 
would need more CO2. 
(But of course, science 
knows better.)

On the other hand, 
if people had acted 
in this hypothetical 
sixties awakening, as 
they do today, which 
is that some believe 
it, some do not, some 
think it can’t possibly 
be that bad, and every-
one thinks something 
different will help. 
Some people go off 
and live off the grid; 
some people advocate 
building cities on stilts; 
some people with lots 
of money buy ocean 

front property and fly 
around in jets while 
talking about global 
warming; Climate ac-
cords get signed and 
.... very little  changes. 
The result is we don’t 
do much that will actu-
ally affect the planet, 
which probably we 
can’t manage anyway, 
whole bunches of 
people don’t die in gov-
ernment crackdowns 
on cars and air con-
ditioners and babies, 
and probably we go on 
living. 

It is a blessing that 
people are free, it’s not 
a curse. It prevents us 
from doing something 
monolithic and ter-
rible that really would 
destroy all of humanity. 
We do many terrible 
things but not mono-
lithically, thank the 
mythical  and suppos-
edly tyrannical creator 
for giving us free will!

Chances are, given that 
we human beings know 
so very little about any-
thing, we will destroy 
ourselves somehow or 
other regardless, possi-
bly for doing something 
so innocuous is paring 
our toenails. That being 
the case, let it be for 
doing the right thing 
not the wrong thing, 
in the meanwhile. Feel 
free, not guilty, to 
make babies and bring 
them up in the world 
with air conditioners! 
Let freedom ring!

Greene AmeriCAn leGion news
The Post will be again 
selling Apple Fritters 
at Apple fest. Anyone 
who would like to 
help us is welcomed. 
Please contact a Le-
gion Member or call 
607-431-8286. This is 
our main fundraiser. 
We invite anyone who 
served Honorably since 
1941 to join us as we 
continue to serve veter-
ans, spouses, youth and 
our community. With 
the new law passed by 
Congress many who 
were ineligible to join 
are eligible. Our next 
meeting is Monday Oc-
tober 1 at 7PM at our 
normal official meeting 
place at 7 S Canal St. 
We are a small Post, we 
don’t have a Bar but we 
are active doing posi-
tive actions and unlike 
many Posts today we 
are growing again. In 
the Greene Post service 
Never stops. Please call 
us at 607-431-8286 if 
you have any questions.

If you have a ques-
tion about the Post, 
donations, activities, 
and or want to buy 

items(Flags-grave 
markers, branch 
cups,etc), call us at 
or drop a note at our 
PO Box 149 Greene, 
NY 13778. All official 
business should go 
to our mail box. Also 
please put tattered 
flags in the lectern we 
have on the S Canal St 
entrance to the Greene 
library. Please check 
the  STVSG.org web 
page and our Greene 
Legion web page for 
veteran activities in the 
area. If you have a vet-
eran, widow, or active 
duty military member 
(Guard-Reserve-Active) 
in need of help, please 
call any of the follow-
ing groups:

 Veterans Crisis Line 
1-800-273-8255, Bing-
hamton Vet Center 
772-2393, VA Out-
reach Center 772-9100, 
County Outreach Offi-
cer 724-1299, Southern 
Tier Veterans Support 
Group 205-8332, Post 
Chaplain, or other 
questions J Koopman. 
A whole additional list 
of support services are 

available in a pamphlet 
put out by the Southern 
Tier American Red 
Cross. Copies are at 
the Greene Library.  If 
a vet or their family 
needs quick help please 
contact Southern Tier 
Veterans STVSG. Both 
our Post and STVSG 
have excellent web-
sites. STVSG gave out 
over $125,000 of aid 
( such things as food, 
transportation, elec-
trical fuel bills, help 
with housing the list is 
endless) last year. I am 
astounded at how much 
the volunteers in this 
non-government sup-
ported group does

I again challenge 
area residents to con-
tact state legislators 
and Albany Officials 
about the shortage of 
rooms being filled 
at the Oxford Veter-
ans Home. Too many 
deserving vets are not 
getting into the Home 
because of the Vet’s 
Home and State in-
ability to get staff and 
staffing issues. It is a 
wonderful home and 

the present staff do a 
great job. I have  been 
visiting nursing and 
rehab places for all the 
years of my profes-
sional career and it is 
great environment. I 
continue to hear from 
counselors, various 
facilities, and families 
of vets on how hard it 
is to get veterans in. I 
am very disappointed 
in Vet Home admin-
istrators and officials 
who give lip service but 
Nothing is done. Our 
Post has been seek-
ing answers for awhile 
from state officials as  
well. We get the same 
lame replies from all. 
NY spends so many 
dollars on free this 
and that, illegal im-
migrants, drug rehab, 
and other causes. When 
I hear veterans that 
served in Vietnam and 
other forsaken lands 
and who have health 
issues or need Rehab 
and can’t get in I want 
to shout. Surely deserv-
ing veterans who gave 
sacrificially should be 
treated with care with a 
fully staffed Home. Too 

many making decisions 
today in government 
have never served and 
have no clue to what 
veterans and their 
families have gone 
through. I am proud of 
the Greene Post. We 
have sent more letters 
etc than other groups 
about this issue.

On another issue we 
face is the ignorance of 
many nationally elected 
officials of true Ameri-
can History. Their 
views really frustrate 
most veterans who 
served  Notice I say 
true American history 
not the revisionists who 
change history to their 
modern political radical 
views.
The Home is not high 
priority to decision 
makers and elected 
officials. We must 
never give up for such 
a right cause. I person-
ally volunteered and 
suggested a task force 
study group to look at 
the problems. I have yet 
to hear from officials.

This week’s Hero of 
Greene is 

Glenn Cornelius.
 She was born in 1921 

in Binghamton. He 
entered the US Ma-
rines in 1942 doing 

his Basic Training at 
Paris Island, SC. He 
then briefly served at 

Quantico, VA and then 
was transferred to El 
Centro, CA where he 

trained as a radio-gun-
ner and bombardier. He 
then went to Cherry Pt, 
NC to attend navigation 
school only to then go 
back to El Centro as 

an instructor. He then 
served at Guam, the 

Philippines, Japan and 
China. He then came 
back to the States and 
was discharged in July 

1946. He rose to the 
rank of Technical Ser-
geant. He received the 
American Theatre and 
Asiatic-Pacific ribbons 

plus the Victory and 
Good Conduct medals 
Greene and America 
are grateful to Glenn 

and his family for their 
dedication to America’s 

freedom.
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Southern Cemetery 
Adventures

At the end of June we 
found ourselves headed 
to Boiling Springs, 
North Carolina to attend 
the annual Association 
for Gravestone Studies 
(AGS) conference. This 
event lasts for one week 
and includes workshops, 
presentations and cem-
etery tours. It is a great 
time being with like-
minded cemetery people 
and all you hear is talk 
about all aspects of ceme-
teries. This year we were 
very humbled to receive 
the Fred & Rosalee Oak-
ley Certificate of Merit 
for our volunteer efforts 
in abandoned cemeteries. 
It was an honor to receive 
this coveted award.

Of course, being in an 
unexplored part of the 
country, we took every 
opportunity to visit many 
cemeteries to compare 
them to what we find 
at home here in NY. 
After a long unevent-
ful trip we finally made 
our first cemetery stop 
in Salisbury, NC at the 
Old Lutheran Cemetery 
which was established in 
1768. The first thing we 
noticed about southern 
cemeteries is all the Civil 
War markers for their 
veterans of the Confed-
erate States of America 
(CSA.) Along with those 
we see Confederate flags 
and the metal CSA mark-
ers. 

We greatly enjoyed this 
cemetery. The children’s 
box tombs were the first 
we had ever seen. The 
table tombs had sturdy 
sandstone or limestone 
supports under them. 
Many stones were re-
paired with metal chan

nel on the sides with a 
support piece running be-
tween them in the back. 
Perhaps not aesthetically 
pleasing but they hold the 
stone together for future 
generations to enjoy. 

Our greatest find was 
“Foot of James A. Reid, 
Severed By A Freight 
Train On Nov. 25, 1893.” 
We had heard of memo-
rials for severed limbs 
but had never seen one.  
Apparently in some 
places severed limbs 
were required by law to 
be buried. In other cases 
religious beliefs required 
that the severed limb be 
buried with the deceased 
so the individual could 
be whole again come 
Resurrection Day or for 
the afterlife. As Tina took 
a photo of the monument 
she heard a train whistle 
blow in the distance. 

One of our greatest 
difficulties is determin-
ing what gravestones 
are made of. When we 
go to other parts of the 
country it becomes even 
more difficult. There 
are so many different 
kinds of stone and colors 
it is very hard to know 
what the native stone is. 
Even here in this part of 
NY we have sandstone, 
but the mineral content 
varies considerably and 
gives the sandstone a 
wide variance in charac-
teristics. Go to a differ-
ent state and you may 
encounter limestone, 
siltstone, soapstone, 
granite, marble, slate or 
schist with all the differ-
ing colors and mineral 
composition. If you don’t 
live in the area and know 
what kind of stone is 
found there it becomes a 
challenge.

Before we left we were 
told by our dear friend 
Mary Dexter that we had 
to go to Abbotts Creek 
Cemetery while we were 
in NC. A recommenda-
tion from Mary went to 
the top of our must see 
list. We were excited as 
we pulled into the cem-
etery. Here we found the 
most unusual gravestones 
that we have ever seen! 
Many markers had cut-
outs all the way through 
them and were in the 
most unique shapes. 

These pierced stones can 
be found in the church-
yards of eleven parishes 
in Davidson County just 
south of Winston-Salem. 
The peak period for this 
style was 1815-1840. 
They were made from 
soapstone by cabinetmak-
ers who were apparently 
supplementing their in-
come by carving grave-
stones. Over 100 of these 
stones can be found but 
only one was signed by 
the carver. Unfortunately 
little is known about 
him or the other Anglo-
German descent carvers 
who helped make these 
unusual stones

This is a rare art form 
not seen anywhere else in 
the world. The stones are 
no more than 30 inches 
tall, 20 inches wide and 
2 inches thick. They 
were probably made by a 
combination of drilling, 
gouging and abrading 
the stone into the shapes 
they wanted. The most 
frequent theme is that of 
the fylfot cross, whirling 
sun or swastika. This is 
an ancient symbol and 
had positive connotations 
until Hitler’s Nazi party 
came along and used it. 
Hearts, tulips, crescent 
moons and the tree of life 
are other common motifs. 
Seeing these unique, 
openwork monuments 
were the highlight of our 
trip.

We are always on the 
lookout for unusual 
gravestones and in this 
same cemetery we had 
another surprise. One 
stone dated 1848 had an 
unusual but beautiful 
willow tree on it. When 
we looked closer we saw 
something beneath the 
willow. It turned out to 
be a barn and silo.  

Once we reached our des-
tination we drove another 
800 miles, mostly around 
North Carolina, but we 
also made it into South 
Carolina. Here we made 
one of our favorite stops. 
We came upon a peach 
grove and several men 
had baskets and were 
picking peaches. Just the 
other side of the grove 
we saw what appeared 
to be an old cemetery. 
In the center of this lot 
stood a huge old oak tree, 
beneath that was a large 
wooden cross painted 
white. Not far from that 
were five steps that led 
to nowhere. All around 

us was red dirt and 
red rocks. In the 
unmowed neglected 
lot we saw grave-
stones and metal 
funeral markers 
scattered about. 
We felt this was a 
special place and if 
it had been closer 
to home we would 
have been back 
to work in it. We 
googled a name on 
one of the grave-
stones and discov-
ered this was an 
African American 
cemetery. At one 
time a church had stood 
here. 

One of the strangest 
cemeteries we have 
ever visited was not far 
down the road. We saw a 
sign for the Old Pickens 
Presbyterian Church and 
pulled right onto the road 
to see what we could 
find. At the end of the 
road was a sign, “Notice 
To Public: In the event 
of an emergency involv-
ing the Oconee Nuclear 
Station...You will be 
notified by the station’s 
site assembly alarms and/
or surrounding sirens. If 
these signals are ob-
served please: 1) Leave 
the area immediately…” 
I must say that was a first 
for us and certainly got 
our attention! From the 
cemetery we could see 
three nuclear reactors. 
Fortunately we did not 
hear any alarms or sirens 
while we were there.

On one cemetery stop 
we found three beauti-
ful tree stump stones 
with ferns at the bottom. 
The inscription was on 
a stone scroll and hung 
from a sawed off branch 
by a stone rope. Above 
the scrolls we found 
porcelain portraits of a 
man, woman and baby. 
Typically we expect to 
see dates from the late 
1800s with this type 
of monument but these 
dates were: 1911, 1920 
and 1949. These were 
exceptional pieces.

One cemetery we stopped 
at had large magnolia 
trees in it. What a beauti-
ful flower they have! 
Another time we came 
upon a church cemetery 
that had two cast iron 
gravestones from the 
1850s. They were a joy 
to find as we seldom see 
metal ones like this. As 
we were driving along 
we came upon a beauti-
ful mortared stonewall 
that was about 4 feet 
tall and went all the way 
around the cemetery. But 
something didn’t look 
right. We stopped for a 
closer look. Someone had 
made a wooden triangu-
lar framework with the 
point on the top. This set 
on the top of the wall all 
the way around it. The 
capping piece was made 
from white metal and 
apparently this was done 
to protect the stonewall. 
The wall itself was made 

from light colored field-
stones so the capping re-
ally didn’t stand out that 
much. That was certainly 
a novel idea.

Another cemetery was 
exceptional. We saw a 
small white church with 
a cemetery behind it. 
This cemetery abounded 
in yucca and there were 
colorful artificial flowers 
all over the stones. It was 
such a peaceful setting. 
We have never seen so 
many porcelain portraits 
on gravestones as we 
did here. Many stones 
were made from concrete 
which we have often seen 
in the South. Especially 
poignant were the many 
homemade crosses for the 
childrens’ gravestones.

This cemetery was on 
a ridge in the hills of 
Virginia. On our way 
back down the mountain 
the worst fear a traveler 
can have happened  – we 
suddenly developed a 
severe vehicle problem. 
We knew the grinding 
noise every time we ap-
plied the brakes was not a 
good sign. We just hoped 
we could make it down 
without any mishap. 
We worried but finally 
reached the bottom. 
Fortunately we were near 
our destination.

Our plan for the next day 
was to find a place and 
get our brakes checked 
out. We were concerned 
about the cost and the 
time we would lose but 
we had no choice. We 
happened upon a place 
called West End Auto 
Express in Clintwood, 
Virginia. The place was 
immaculate and the very 
nice woman behind the 
counter said they would 

be happy to help us out 
and would get us right in. 
We had some time while 
they replaced our front 
brakes so we decided to 
head for a McDonalds 
which was just down the 
road. We hadn’t been 
there long when the 
woman, who was also the 
owner – Jennifer Mul-
lins, came in and told us 
she would give us a ride 
down to the historical 
society and we could visit 
with Miss Rita. 

Miss Rita was a dynamic 
southern lady that we had 
a wonderful chat with 
and learned all about the 
town. Before we knew 
it Jennifer was back to 
tell us our vehicle was 
done and we could be on 
our way. All of this had 
only taken two and one 
half hours out of our day. 
As we paid our bill Tina 
said to Jennifer, “You do 
know we are Yankees 
don’t you?” She smiled 
and said yes. What a 
fantastic time we had 
getting to experience 
Southern Hospitality at 
its very best! No wonder 
that West End Auto Ex-
press had been declared a 
2019 Dickenson County 
Chamber of Commerce 
“Business of the Year 
Winner!” 

We always enjoy our 
adventures away from 
home. We get to experi-
ence different cemeteries 
and see other beautiful 
scenery and to learn the 
history of new places. In 
a future article we will 
focus on the musical heri-
tage of this area of the 
country. Think Bluegrass 
music and Ralph Stanley. 

Cemetery lovers by tinA & DAle utter
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obituAries

“I was having trouble finding  
a ride to my medical and dental  

appointments. Then I heard  
about Getthere.”

Need a ride? Call 1-855-373-4040

* NOTICE ABOUT SIDNEY SCHOOL TAXES*

School taxes are no longer accepted at NBT Bank. Please take your 
payment to the Sidney Central School District at 95 West Main 

Street in Sidney.

A drop box is available at Sidney CSD, if you just want to drop your 
payment during regular business hours (8 a.m.-4 p.m.), and a receipt 

will be mailed to you.

Walk-in hours are available as follows during the tax collection sea-
son:

Mondays: 4-6 p.m. 
Fridays: 9 a.m.-12 p.m. 

Saturdays (one Saturday per month prior to the penalty): 9 a.m.-12 
p.m. on September 28, October 26, and November 2.

Mary A. Stevens, 74 of 
West Colesville went 
to be with her Lord on 
Sat. Sept. 7, 2019 at NY 
Presbyterian Hospi-
tal.  She is survived 
by her husband of 31 
years. Dannie Stevens, 
5 children, Nancy & 
Jack Lezotte, Conklin, 
Karen Schuldt & James 
Skinner, Bingham-
ton, Kristina Schuldt, 
Windsor, Nickolaus 
Schuldt, Bingham-
ton, Sharron & Jeff 
Zablocki, Bainbridge, 

21 grandchildren, 6 
great grandchildren, 
and also several nieces 
and nephews, and also 
her best friend, Mary 
(Dick) Cole, Kirkwood.  
She was a retired em-
ployee of Binghamton 
Psychiatric Center.  
Funeral Services will 
be held at the Oster-
houdt-Madden Funeral 
Home 69-71 Maple 
Street Harpursville on 
Sat. at 11 a.m.  Jack 
Lezotte, her son-in-law, 
will officiate.  Burial 

will be in Riverview 
Cemetery, Harpurs-
ville.  The family will 
receive friends at the 
Osterhoudt-Madden 
Funeral Home on Fri. 
from 4 to 7 p.m. Me-
morial contributions 
may be made to the 
West Colesville Fire 
Dept.  1305  Colesville 
Rd. Binghamton, NY  
13904.  Online condo-
lences may be made at:   
www.omaddenfh.com.

Mary A. Stevens

Jason Corey 35, of Sidney 
NY passed away with 
his family by his side on 
Saturday, September 7, 
2019 at Bassett Medical 
Center. 
Jason fought a long hard 
battle with choroidal 
metastatic melanoma 
with great courage and 
silent dignity. 
He will always be re-
membered for his coura-
geous smile, creative 
mind and loving generos-
ity. Jason took great pride 
in his gardening skills, 
was a MacGyver with 
his innovations, loved his 
music, playing his guitars 
and spending his time 
entertaining and playing 
with his precious little 
boy.    
 Jason married Lisa 
Jordan on September 29, 
2018. She survives him. 
Jason was born January 
25, 1984 in Binghamton 
NY. He started working 
for Gavin’s while still in 
high school and contin-
ued after graduation. 

Mike Gavin remained his 
mentor and close friend 
until his passing. Before 
he became ill, Jason co-
owned Two Dough Boy’s 
and then was employed 
by Bassett as an environ-
mental technician.
Jason was predeceased 
by his father: Robert E. 
Corey; maternal grandfa-
ther: Donley D. Wheeler; 
and paternal grandpar-
ents: Herb and Marie 
Corey. 
Along with Lisa, Jason 
is survived by precious 
son Jordan James (JJ); 
his mother and step-
father, Cindy and Glenn 
Skinner; Grandmother, 
Darlene D. Wheeler; his 
sister: Jennifer (Randy) 
Hartz; nieces: Kailynn 
and Kendra; in-laws: 
Dave and Nora Jordan; 
many special aunts, 
uncles, cousins and dear 
friends. 
Jason’s family would 
like to offer their sincere 
thanks and gratitude 
to the amazing staff at 

NYU in NYC. They 
made Jason feel as if he 
was one of their own. 
Thank you to Bassett 
Medical Center for their 
compassionate care at the 
end of his fight. 
Friends may call 
Wednesday, September 
11, 2019 from 5:00-7:00 
pm at C.H. Landers Fu-
neral Chapel 21 Main St. 
Sidney. 
Funeral services will 
be held at 11:00 am on 
Thursday, September 
12, 2019 at C.H. Landers 
Funeral Chapel. Burial 
will follow in Laurel Hill 
Cemetery in Deposit.
Donations may be made 
to the charity of one’s 
choice
Share memories and con-
dolences with the family 
online at www.landersfh.
com.
 Arrangements are under 
the directions of C.H. 
Landers Funeral Chapel, 
Sidney. 

Jason Corey
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sPorts

Five Mile Point 

     

Otsego County OFFICE for the AGING 
 

Annual Resource Fair and Public Hearing 
Friday, September 20, 2019 
FoxCare Center, Oneonta 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For more information about the event, please contact Office for the Aging at (607) 547-4232. 

RESOURCE & HEALTH FAIR 
9:00am to 1:00pm 

 

PUBLIC HEARING 

Starts at 12:45p.m. 
 

 

An opportunity to provide feedback, suggestions and comments about  

services that would be helpful to support aging adults in our community 
 



 

Long Term 

Services and 

Supports  

Home Care 

Services and 

Caregiver 

Supports 
Alzheimer’s 

and other 

Dementia 

Medicare & 

Medicaid 

Insurance 

Information  

Veteran 

Services  

Join us for Lunch at Noon 

 

Chicken and Biscuits 
Mashed Potatoes 
Mixed Vegetables 
Pumpkin Delight  

 
          60+ Suggested Contribution - $3.50 
          Under 60 - $8.60  

 

Call (607) 547-4232 for reservations 

 

Must RSVP 

for Lunch by 

Sept. 13  

Baking Contest 
 

Seeking Bakers! 
Sign up to bring your best 
cookies or muffins for the  

baking contest. 
 

Prizes to the Best Bakers! 
 

For more information or to enter,    
call Linda at (607) 397-8027. 

Leo McGurrin 
Records First 
Modified Win 
on Dave Kneisel 
Tribute Night

Story by 
Dawn Maynard

 Kirkwood, NY…The 
National ¼ Mile Dirt 
Track Championship 
got off to a grand start.  
Twenty two modified 
were on hand for the 
Dave Kneisel Tribute 
Race.  The 50 lap event 
was the highlight of 
Saturday’s event.  The 
front row was decided 
by a redraw with Leo 
McGurrin and Bryon 
Worthing bringing 
the field to the green.  
Worthing jumped into 
the lead with the 2019 
Track Champion Brian 
Malcolm in second.  
Worthing opened a 
sizeable lead until lap 
12 when the first cau-
tion came out.  
On the restart Worth-
ing grabbed the lead.  
Malcolm was looking 
for the right move.  On 
lap nineteen he made 

his move into the lead.  
The field shuffled mov-
ing Justin Holland into 
second.  Holland tried 
many times to take 
away the lead.  The lap 
traffic was now enter-
ing the picture.  On lap 
36 Holland made his 
move around the 119 of 
Malcolm.  
Two laps later the lead-
ers were involved in 
caution along with a 
lap car.  On the restart 
Leo McGurrin gained 
the lead.  Once in the 
lead, Leo, who has 
only raced his modi-
fied five times this 
season opened up his 
lead.  Bryon Worthing 
was second and Nick 
Rochinski was now 
third.  Rochinski tried 
his hardest to work 
his way into the top 
spot.  One more cau-
tion tightened up the 
field with McGurrin 
and Worthing keep-
ing their sights set on 
the top prize.  On the 
restart it was McGurrin 
staying steady keeping 
the lead.  Worthing and 
Rochinski battled for 
second.  As the check-
ers flew Leo McGur-

rin recorded his very 
first modified feature 
win.  Rounding out the 
top five were Bryon 
Worthing, Nick Ro-
chinski, Nick Nye, and 
Barry White.  It was 
a very emotional win 
for this young driver 
and his family.  His 
first win on a night that 
was a tribute race to a 
former Five Mile Point 
racer.
 The only visit of the 
2019 season for the 
IMCA Style Modi-
fied was up next.  The 
Little Mike’s To win 
race honoring Mike 
Stolarcyk III which was 
a twenty lap feature 
event.  The redraw 
had Brad Sites and 
Matt Roberts bringing 
the field to the green.  
event.  Matt held off 
a hard charging Brad 
Sites.  The battle for 
the top five heated 
up as Gary Roberts, 
Matt’s dad moved into 
fourth.  He and Keith 
Jack Lamphere battled 
for the remainder of the 
race.  When the check-
ered flag flew it was 
Matt Roberts taking 
home the victory of a 

special race for a fellow 
racer gone too soon.
 The NY6A 600 Micro 
Sprints made their way 
on the track.  Mike 
Kaiser Jr. and Mikey 
Smith made up the 
front row.  When the 
green flag fell it was 
Smith grabbing the 
lead.  Early cautions 
kept the field tight.  
On the restart Mikey 
regained the lead and 
never looked back.  
When the checkered 
flag fell Smith had over 
a straightaway lead on 
the field grabbing the 
win.  The top five were 
Johnny Smith, Mike 
Kaiser Jr., Danny Knoll 
and DJ Shuman.
 The Belgray Oil 4 
cylinders were up next 
with seventeen cars 
taking the green.  Bob 
Schultz of Pennsylva-
nia grabbed the early 
lead.  A major caution 
on lap nine took out the 
leader.  The 2019 Track 
Champion Nick Ken-
nedy inherited the lead.  
In his racing fashion 
Kennedy opened up a 
sizeable lead.  Coming 
from the 4th starting 
spot was Jeff Sterling 
who was piloting the 
Jeremy Warren car.  
Andy Brigham was 
behind the wheel of 
the Mathers number 
57 who had worked 
his way into third.  As 
Kennedy continued to 
lead the battle behind 
him was fierce.  When 
the checkered flag fell 
it was Captain Quick, 
Nick Kennedy record-
ing another feature 
win.  The top five were 
Jeff Sterling, Andy 
Brigham, Caleb Lacey 
Josh Amatutio.
 Factory Stocks had 
a caution filled race.  
Buck Mills Jr., and 
Nathan Hill brought 
the field to the green.  
Jr. grabbed the early 
lead with his dad 
Buck Mills Sr. in close 
pursuit.  Buck Mills 
Sr. stole the lead away 
after the first caution 
and never looked back.  
It was another victory 
for the 7v team of Mills 
Sr. with Buck Mills Jr., 
in second, third to Tom 
Groover, fourth to Alan 
Komar and fifth to RJ 
O’Hara.
 The management team 
announced another race 
being added.  The Dick 
Longstreet Memorial 
race will be held Thurs-
day, October 10th.  It 
will be a special event 
for Modifieds. Also on 
the card that night will 

be the GRIT Series 
Sportsman, and Front 
wheel drive 4 Cylin-
ders.  More information 
will be available soon 
on the tracks Facebook 
page.

 Day two of the Nation-
al ¼ Mile Dirt Track 
Championship included 
a Grit Series race for 
the Crate sportsman.  
Mike Nagel Jr. and 
Frank Payne brought 
the field to the green.  
Mike grabbed the early 
lead, but it was Tommy 
Collins who took com-
mand of the feature 
on lap seven.  Collins 
opened up a sizeable 
lead over second place 
driver Randy Browkaw.  
The battle for the top 
five was heating up as 
Brokaw, Mike Nagel 
Jr., Corey Cormier, and 
Dale Welty battling for 
position.  With two laps 
to go a major accident 
found some of the top 
runners involved.  A 
flat tire sent Dale 
Welty to the pit area for 
a change.  On the re-
start Collins once again 
opened a big lead.  
When the checkers fell.  
Collins recorded the 
win, with Randy Bro-
kaw in second, Corey 
Cormier in third, Mike 
Nagel Jr. in fourth and 
fifth was Frank Payne.
 The 600cc Modified 
open made their way 
onto the track next.  
The front row was 
made up of Jared Green 
and Nick Chase.  When 
the green flag fell it 
was Jared Green open-
ing a good lead.  The 
twenty lap event almost 
went green to checker 
except for one caution.
The battle for the 
positions behind the 
leader was fierce with 
Nick Chase holding off 
Justin LaDue.  When 
the checkered flag fell 
it was Jared Green 
recording his second 
feature win of the 
season.  Rounding out 
the top five were Nick 
Chase, Jumstin LaDue, 
Chris Jordan and James 
Randall.
 The Wingless Sprint 
Alliance made their 
final appearance of the 
season.  Charlie 
Weslowski and Kyle 
Pierce made up the 
front row.  Kyle is a 
newcomer to the sprint 
division, but not to 
Five Mile Point.  Kyle 
used to compete in the 
Crate Sportsman divi-
sion.  He battled hard 
on every restart, keep-

ing in the right groove.  
There was only one 
caution in their event.  
Eventual winner Eric 
Jennings worked his 
way through the field.  
He was followed across 
the line by Thomas 
Radivoy, Kyle Pierce, 
John Smith and Charlie 
Weslowski.
 The Belgray Oil 4 
Cylinder division 
brought their twenty 
lao feature to the track.  
Bob Schultz and Nick 
Kennedy made up 
the front row. When 
the green flag fell the 
battle between the two 
drivers was strong.  For 
several of the opening 
laps they raced side by 
side.  Eventually Schul-
tz made the pass for 
the lead.  It was then 
Bob’s race as he lead 
all but on lap.  When 
the checkered flag fell 
Bob Schultz picked up 
the win.  Finishing in 
second was Nick Ken-
nedy, third was Bill 
Price, fourth was Dave 
Simms and fifth Josh 
Amaticio.
 Factory Stocks were 
up with Buck Mills 
Sr. and Justin Slezak 
making up the front 
row.  On the green flag 
lap last nights feature 
winner Buck Mills Sr., 
grabbed the lead.  He 
opened up a good lead 
over the Slezak ma-
chine.  The race had 
several cautions during 
the event.  That did not 
affect the Mills Sr ma-
chine as he continued 
to lead.  When the dust 
settled and the checker 
flag flew it was Buck 
Mills Sr. who had the 
clean sweep of the 
weekend in the Factory 
Stocks.  Rounding out 
the top five were Dusty 
Decker, Doug Polha-
mus, Justin Slezak and 
Alan Komar.
 Once again, the 2019 
season will have one 
more event. The Dick 
Longstreet Memo-
rial race will return 
to the Five Mile Point 
Speedway on Thurs-
day October 10th. The 
first edition of the race 
was held last season at 
the speedway and was 
a huge success. The 
Modifieds will head-
line the card that night 
and will be joined by 
the GRIT Series for 
Crate Sportsman, and 
the Front Wheel Drive 
4 Cylinders. Continue 
to monitor the Face-
book page for more 
information in the days 
and weeks to follow.
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sUpcoming issues will contain more 
local sports, events, articles and much 

more! 
Please help us make this a great local 
resource for your community news! 

To submit content or subscribe, email 
chendelopost@gmail.com or visit us 

at chendelopost.com

OTEGO-The Unat-
ego Cue and Curtain  
announces their fall 
musical: Rodgers 
and Hammerstien’s  
The Sound of Mu-
sic.  Show dates and 
times are Friday and 
Saturday, October 25 

and 26 at 7 pm and 
on Sunday, October 
27 at 2 pm. Held in 
the auditorium of the 
Unatego High School 
located on Route 
7 between Wells 
Bridge and Otego.

HARPERSFIELD-
The Otsego County 
Pomona Grange will 
meet on Saturday, 
September 14 at Col-
onel Harper Grange 
Hall, in Harpersfield, 
beginning at 11 a.m.   
The flower, grain 
and vegetable show 
entries from each 
Community Grange 
are to be in place for 
judging prior to the 
meeting.

Lunch will be at 
noon, with a dish to 
pass and grangers 
attending are to bring 

own table service.. 

The Lecturer pro-
gram will be pre-
sented at 1 p.m. with 
guest speaker, Tami 
MacDonald, Director 
of the Otsego County 
Office for the Aging. 
She will give infor-
mation of the various 
services available 
through Offices for 
Aging, including 
those of Chenango 
and Delaware Coun-
ties. Tamie will also 
share information on 
the state survey that 
is being conducted 

that will address 
services and needs 
that are lacking for 
seniors, particularly 
in rural areas.  This 
survey is being col-
lected thru Septem-
ber when tabulations 
will begin.  Those at-
tending the Septem-
ber 14 meeting may 
fill out the brief form 
if one has not already 
been done. 
The Pomona Chap-
lain, Elaine Smith 
will present a Memo-
rial Service for re-
membering departed 
Pomona members 

during the past year.  
Installation of new 
officers elected in 
June will be held.

Grangers are remind-
ed to furnish baked 
goods for the Annual 
Harvest Festival at 
the Farmer’s Museum 
in Cooperstown on 
Saturday, September 
21 when Community  
Granges  will be hav-
ing a bake sale as a 
fundraiser. 

Grange News

UNADILLA-The 
Otsego County Se-
nior Meal served at 
the Unadilla Neigh-
borhood Apart-
ments, Clifton St., 
Unadilla, will be on 
Wednesday, Septem-
ber 18 at noon.
The meal will be 
roast pork with gra-
vy, sweet potato cas-
serole, cauliflower 
and vanilla pudding 

for dessert. Beverage 
included with meal.

All seniors 60 and 
older and non-se-
niors are welcome.  
You do not need to 
be a resident of the 
apartments. Call 
369-2787 by Mon-
day, September 16    
to make a reserva-
tion.

Unadilla, NY (Sep-
tember 4, 2019) – The 
Unadilla Rotary Club 
and Covered Bridge 
Farm Market are 
presenting the tenth 
annual Autumn Fest 
on Sunday, October 
6th from 10 am to 4 
pm. For the first time, 
the event will cel-
ebrate the harvest at 
Covered Bridge Farm 
Market – 309 Cov-
ered Bridge Road, 
Unadilla, NY.

Autumn Fest 2019 
will include:
• FREE activities for 

kids – thanks, again, 
to a generous grant 
from the Unadilla 
Community Founda-
tion
  o Puppet Show – by 
Catskill Puppet The-
ater (back by popular 
demand)
  o Animal Encoun-
ters – by Animal 
Adventures
  o Pumpkin Painting 
(while supplies last)
  o Corn Maze
  o And more!
• Musical Entertain-
ment
  o Island Hoppers 
Steel Band

  o Off the Record + 
Big Fish Combo
• Farmers’ Market – 
offering a wide range 
of local farm products 
and crafts
• Food Truck Rally 
– with tasty local 
offerings
• Cutest Dog In The 
Universe Pageant
• Art and Craft Dem-
onstrations
  o Pumpkin carving
  o Felting, dyeing, 
spinning
• Cornhole Tourna-
ment
• And much, much 
more!

For more information 
visit www.unadil-
larotary.org/autumn-
fest or find us on 
Facebook at www.
facebook.com/un-
adillarotary. Autumn 
Fest is made possible 
with funding from 
our generous spon-
sors: Unalam, ACCO 
Brands, Otego Family 
Dental, C.H. Landers 
Funeral Chapel, Am-
phenol Aerospace, 
SFCU, Tieco, Sidney 
Printing, and Country 
Club Motors.

10TH ANNUAL AUTUMN FEST 
CELEBRATED ON SUNDAY, OCTOBER 6

In conjunction with 
its annual Public 
Hearing, The Otsego 
County Office for the 
Aging is sponsoring a 
Senior Resource Fair 
on Friday, September 
20th  from 9am to 
1pm at FoxCare Cen-
ter, 1 FoxCare Drive 
in Oneonta.  Lunch 
will be provided at 
12:00pm with the 
Public Hearing to 
follow.  Information 
regarding various 
health and wellness 
topics will be offered 
and many community 
organizations will be 

on hand to provide 
information about 
resources and ser-
vices available in the 
community.  

The lunch menu 
includes Chicken 
and Biscuits, Mashed 
Potatoes, Mixed Veg-
etables and Pumpkin 
Delight Dessert.  
Reservations for 
lunch are required by 
12:00pm on Friday, 
September 13th, and 
may be made by call-
ing 547-4232.   For 
those 60 and over, the 
suggested contribu-

tion is $3.50.  The 
cost for those under 
age 60 is $8.60.  

Community members 
are encouraged to at-
tend the Public Hear-
ing following lunch 
to offer suggestions, 
comments and feed-
back regarding ser-
vices needed by older 
residents.  Participa-
tion is especially en-
couraged for individ-
uals age 60 and over, 
spouses/caregivers 
and family members.  
Door prizes will be 
awarded following 

the Public Hearing. 

The Otsego County 
Senior Council will 
be hosting a baking 
contest.  The theme 
this year is Cook-
ies and Muffins. To 
register for the bak-
ing contest please call 
Linda at (607) 397-
8027. 

For further informa-
tion about the event, 
please contact the 
Otsego County Of-
fice for the Aging at 
607-547-4232.

Senior Resource Fair

The Tri-County 
Seniors are spon-
soring a presen-
tation on Elder 
Law on Thursday, 
September 19, 
5:00 pm in the 
Smart Community 
Room of Sidney 
Public Library. At-
torney Beth West-
fall of Coughlin 
and Gerhart Law 
Firm will speak 

on legal matters 
affecting senior 
citizens followed 
by a question and 
answer period. All 
area seniors are 
welcome. Pre-
registration is re-
quested by calling 
607-563-8065 by 
September 17. 

Elder Law 
Presentation 

in Sidney
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“I had to come here.” 
Mitch hissed. “I had to 
warn you. Arch … Archer, 
I mean … flew me. The 
plane’s back by the main 
road.”
“Not out in plain view, I 
hope. Are you being fol-
lowed?” Noah demanded, 
not much reassured 
by Mitch’s words. He 
wrapped a washcloth over 
his own bleeding finger 
and sank down in confu-
sion. What was going on? 
Was it an invasion across 
the border? Or had his 
partner had a run-in with 
smugglers in the region?
He was belatedly sorry 
he was being so hard on 
Mitch, who had always 
been an honest and reliable 
agent. Obviously, he had 
had a very bad day.
“I h- hope, hope not,” 
Mitch gasped a little on 
the word ‘hope’ as Ar-
cher’s ministrations awak-
ened pain again. “We cut 
through the woods after 
we ditched the ultralite. 
And, naturally, it’s hidden. 
It’s deep in the nicest little 
thicket. It might have been 
put there just for us.” As 
he said this, Mitch looked 
at Noah reprovingly for 
even thinking he would 
forget so obvious a pre-
caution. “So even if they 
traced us part way, they 
won’t know which house 
we’re headed for, not, 
at least, until we’re long 
gone.”

Suddenly, they all froze to 
silence. An unaccustomed 
sound, at least for the two 
intruders, had startled 
already hyper-sensitive 
nerves. Noah, more calm, 
turned toward the stair-
case, where a small figure 
hung poised on the bottom 
riser. “Sam.” he said, 
then turned back to his 
guests.  “It’s OK. It’s just 
my little girl, Samantha.” 
He hesitated before going 
over and picking the child 
up. She allowed him to lift 
her and bring her back to 
sit on his lap, like a small 
statue. She did not respond 
to his touch. She never 
did. “Now, tell me what’s 
going on. You said you 
wanted to warn me.”
The kettle began to hiss 
and the younger agent, Ar-
cher, slid over to remove 
it from the heat before it 
began to squeal. He moved 
about the kitchen, gather-
ing up soap and salt and 
pouring hot water into a 
small bowl. While he fin-
ished tending the wound, 
the older agent explained.
“You probably don’t know 
this. It’s never going to 
be on the news, but the 
organization is finished. 
The new man doesn’t see 
things anybody’s way but 
his own. You’re out if you 
don’t play his game… 
you’re out, see? And I 
didn’t. Play his game, that 
is.  As far as I’m con-
cerned, there’s little left 
to choose between our 
side and the other. You 
wouldn’t believe what our 
own people, so-called, 
have been doing, not just 
to the opposition, but in-
nocent by-standers, too, 
women and children…”

Noah stroked the immo-
bile head of the child on 
his knee, thinking that, 
maybe, he just might have 
some idea.
“Arch and me, we’re prob-
ably the last men left alive 
that wouldn’t do things 
the new way. I got nervous 
when Old Xander died for 
no apparent reason, the 
day after he told his con-
tact to screw off. Didn’t 
like his orders, he told me. 
‘There are some things a 
man just doesn’t do.’ he 
told me. And the next day 
he was dead. He was the 
third guy in the organiza-
tion I knew of who had 
ended up like that, after 
refusing the job or rais-
ing questions. Of course, 
it was something you 
couldn’t trace or put your 
finger on, but I didn’t have 
to be certain... “
He looked pointedly at 
Noah, “You know as well 
as I do that waiting to be 
sure is asking for a long 
sleep in a small box. I was 
just getting ready to hand 
in my resignation when 
I got an order I couldn’t 
stomach. That’s when I got 
with Archer here. He’s a 
new man… been around 
only a couple of years, but 
he’s reliable. He’s got his 
head on straight. It was his 
idea to get out of town. We 
were on our way, in my 
car, when we were fired 
on. Luckily, we were al-
most at the airport and I’d 
ordered a friend of mine to 
have the ultralite out, wait-
ing for us. We ditched the 
car and took the long way 
around town to get there.”
He stopped for a moment, 
gasping slightly as Mike 
wrapped the bandage more 
tightly across his chest. 
Then he nodded his thanks 
and wiggled his shirt back 
over the patch. “This is the 
thing.” He said, focus-
ing sharply on Noah. “A 
couple of guys who retired 
years ago turned up dead, 
too, just like Xander and 
the others. Retired! That’s 
when I thought of you. If 
they trace you back, you 
could be history.”
“Me?” Noah blinked in the 
act of handing out a third 
cup of instantly heated 
coffee. “But why? What 
do they care about a half-
baked wildlife guy?” And 
a failure at even that, he 
added mentally. “It’s got 
to be thirty years or more 
since I was active. And I 
dropped out of sight for 
so long…. Plus, I’ve got a 
new name.” He said this 
without explaining this 
was his real name, that the 
name Mitch had known 
him under at the agency 
had been the true “cover 
name”. He didn’t think to 
wonder how it was that 
Mitch had known where 
to find him. “I doubt they 
even know I exist.” He 
flipped the switch on the 
cup handle with his thumb 
and passed it to Mitch.
“Oh, they know you ex-
ist, all right. They have 
files on everyone. I mean, 
everyone! There are whole 
complexes filled with 
nothing but files on mini-
drive. There isn’t a person 
on the continent they don’t 

know the name of or the 
location, even a drunk on 
the street who moves to a 
new place every night.”
At this pointed remark, 
Noah paused. His heart, 
as well. What did Mitch 
know of his other life? But 
the man leaned forward 
over the already steaming 
cup, around which he had 
wrapped his hands as if to 
warm them. Noah saw that 
he was trembling, either 
with fear, or in reaction. 
“Hey!” Noah said. “You 
need to lie down. You’re 
exhausted.”
“No. I can’t stay. We’re 
going south. I’ve got some 
friends there who have a 
cabin in the woods where 
I can rest. Arch’ll get me 
there. But listen, you bet-
ter clear out yourself.”
Noah shook his head. “I 
can’t,” he said, indicat-
ing the child. “I’ve got a 
family. Besides, if I leave, 
my whole project will col-
lapse. I can’t.”
“You’re…. You’re not a 
Believer, are you?”
Noah shook his head. 
“Why?”
“Well, thank God for that.” 
Mitch said, unaware of 
the irony of his remark. 
“’Cause those are the ones 
who are going first. Some-
times they arrest them on 
some kind of inappropri-
ate speech charge, or shut 
them up as loonies. But 
I’ve heard that sometimes 
they just kill ‘em outright, 
then burn the house down 
to hide the evidence.”
Noah’s scalp prickled. 
He looked down at Sam, 
still sitting on his knee. 
Was she a Believer child? 
And then another thought 
struck him. His parents 
were Believers, of a 
particularly backward 
variety…  some would call 
it fundamentalist.
“But why?”  he muttered. 
“They may be a little 
screwy but they’re no kind 
of threat, not to anybody.”
“Well, the news programs 
say they sacrifice sheep in 
the full moon, stuff like 
that. And you know, with 
the birth rate down and the 
extinction rate up, that it’s 
against the law for people 
not in the business, like 
you, to touch any animal, 
much less kill it deliber-
ately. So there’s a new law 
against Believers, unless 
they report themselves in 
and swear off religion.”
Noah reflected ironically 
that it would be nice if the 
government showed an 
equal interest in actually 
doing something practi-
cal to save the starving 
wolves and the dwindling 
high veldt impalas. What 
on earth difference did an 
occasional sheep make, 
as repulsive as the idea 
of animal sacrifice was? 
Besides, he’d never seen 
any moonlight sacrifices, 
not in all his boyhood 
years. That had to be a 
wild rumor.
“And then there’s this….” 
Mitch leaned even further 
forward, so that the steam 
from the cup wreathed 
his mottled face and blew 
away as he exhaled. “The 
Old Man isn’t dead!” Off 
to his right, Archer made 

a sudden movement, either 
out of startlement, or an 
abortive attempt to stop 
this revelation. If so, he’d 
changed his mind in an in-
stant, for he sat back again 
without saying anything.
Mitch went on without 
noticing, “He never died at 
all. He’s locked up some-
where. This government 
is illegitimate, Free-
man, a complete fraud. 
My assignment, the one 
I wouldn’t take, was to 
find the First’s first, the 
grandson, that went to 
ground ages ago (that’s 
after all the media reports 
about his killing himself, 
apparently that never hap-
pened). They wanted me 
to take him out, wipe out 
the succession. That’s the 
only thing that is holding 
them back, the knowledge 
that he may turn up some 
day. The day they’ve got 
him, they’ve got it all.”
The Old Man? Not dead? 
Noah was stunned. He 
had had the privilege of 
knowing the Old Man. 
and his father before him, 
nicknamed Laughter, even 
when very old, a man who 
consistently took a cheer-
ful view of almost any-
thing… He had spent his 
post-college years, along 
with twenty-three other 
lucky youngsters, living in 
the Great House, thanks 
to a scholarship he’d won 
with an essay on Animal 
Communication. He had 
(mostly) happy memo-
ries of those years. Even 
though The Old Man had 
been at least nominally a 
Caller, his had been a keen 
mind, a penetrating insight 
and a sense of honor and 
decency that Noah could 
only admire without hop-
ing to imitate. His son, 
and the son’s son, the 
grandson, he had known 
them, too. The father had 
been, in Noah’s young 
mind, a typical adult in 
the background, not all 
that interesting, but the 
boy had been a promising 
youngster, clever at math, 
and, like all kids his age, a 
bit too full of himself... but 
still likeable for all that.
When Noah had heard of 
the successive deaths of 
his country’s hereditary 
rulers, he had been truly 
grieved, realizing that an 
era was past, that nothing 
would ever be the same 
again. And it never has, 
either, he realized, as he 
sat there, mechanically 
stroking Sam’s tangled 
hair, struggling to grasp 
the enormity of what 
Mitch was saying. The 
Old Man wasn’t dead. And 
the First’s First vanished, 
when all along the public 
had been told that he had 
committed suicide.
‘This government is ille-
gitimate.’
Well!
Mitch was shaking his 
head. “I shouldn’t have 
told you that,” he mut-
tered, clearly having sec-
ond thoughts. “I shouldn’t 
have told you that at all.”
Noah reached forward 
and gripped Mitch’s hands 
over the mug of coffee. 
“Don’t worry about it. I’ll 
be fine. No one’s the 

slightest bit interested in 
me. The main thing is, to 
get you out of here.”
“I’ll take care of that,” 
Archer said, finally speak-
ing. His voice was strong, 
deeper than his slight build 
and downcast eyes would 
have indicated. “I’ve got 
some acquaintances on 
a plantation nearby, men 
I can trust, and they’ve 
got a solacar, a battered 
heap, but it’ll run. We just 
stopped here to warn you. 
Mitch insisted on it.”
“Thanks, but I think we’ll 
be fine, as long as they 
can’t trace you here?” 
Noah instantly regretted 
the slight question in his 
voice. He knew Mitch was 
an expert at laying a false 
trail. “And even if they do, 
I can just say you stopped 
by and I told you to get 
out. Now that you’ve filled 
me in, I’ll know the right 
things to say to keep them 
happy, and what not to say. 
Don’t worry.”
Mitch shook his head, 
unconvinced. “Look,” he 
said. “they know where 
you used to be and, if Ar-
cher can figure out from 
that where to find you…”
“Four days and nights in 
the computers,” muttered 
Archer, feigning exhaus-
tion as he said so, or 
maybe it wasn’t feigned...
“Then so can they.”
“Oh, I don’t know…” 
Archer muttered, as if to 
himself, implying with 
a twitch of his lips, that 
‘they’ weren’t quite as 
clever as he, and Mitch 
shot him an irritated look.
“This is serious, Arch!”
Archer bowed his head, 
calmly accepting the 
rebuke.
“Then they will know who 
you are, regardless of the 
name you’re under. They 
can send an assassin…”
“What? One that looks 
like my wife?” Noah 
smirked a little.
“Now you’re not being 
serious!” Mitch got a little 
red in the face. “I told you 
before. They can do that 
now!”
Noah sighed. Obviously, 
Mitch believed what he 
was saying. But this new 
kind of assassin, in his 
mind, was only a rumor, 
even years ago. How could 
the agency (or anyone?) 
duplicate a human being 
so accurately, down to 
voice, mannerisms, gait, 
movement? Still, it was 
kind of Mitch to take the 
risk of delivering this 
warning, since his life 

was in danger and he was 
a fugitive.
“I’m not leaving, Mitch. A 
life on the run would kill 
a small child and I have 
three…”
“Okay…”  Mitch said 
slowly, looking doubt-
ful. “I’d still be happier 
if you could make your-
self scarce, but I see how 
you’re fixed. I wish I’d had 
kids.” Mitch cast down his 
eyes for a moment, then 
gave a wry look at Noah. 
“But, maybe, under the 
circumstances, it’s a good 
thing I didn’t.”

Noah stood in the open 
doorway, holding Sam’s 
hand, staring at the grow-
ing light over the moun-
tains in the east. The two 
men were long gone, and 
there was no sign of any 
pursuit. Momentarily, he 
debated whether to go in 
search of the ultralite and 
try to destroy it, or hide it 
more thoroughly, but, on 
consideration, he thought 
it was better to let it go. 
The more he acted like an 
innocent bystander, the 
safer they all would be.
“They kill innocent 
bystanders,” he recalled 
Mitch saying and a chill 
ran up his spine.
Frankly, he was nowhere 
near as sanguine about 
the situation as he had 
pretended to his visitors. 
It was only that he didn’t 
know what else he could 
possibly do. One didn’t go 
underground or on the run 
with a wife and three chil-
dren. On the other hand, 
one certainly didn’t leave 
alone by oneself, abandon-
ing them to face whatever 
danger threatened.

The next installment 
will appear next week. 
If you can’t wait, this 
story is available for 
free on Kindle Unlim-
ited or for only $2.99 
on Kindle. (Reviews 
are very welcome, if 
you want to leave one 
after finishing the 
book.)

This is the 19th excert (part 2) from the book, Story, Story, The Tale of the Eighth 
Herald, Book 1. To read the past  installment(s) from last week visit past archives and 

look forward to next weeks excerpt.
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Puzzle PAGe

View last week answers or to 
print this page

visit  
chendelopost.com/puzzlepage

Want to see something 
different here? 

Email us at 
chendelopost@gmail.com

Sudoku
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