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Governor Andrew M. 
Cuomo announced that 
New York State is the 
first state in the nation 
to implement a ban 
on the sale of flavored 
electronic cigarettes 
and nicotine e-liquids, 
following a vote on 
emergency regulations 
by the Public Health 
and Health Planning 
Council. The ban, 
which is now in effect, 
is the latest in a series 
of actions to combat 
the increase in young 
people using vape prod-
ucts, largely as a result 
of e-cigarette compa-
nies marketing flavors 
that are intended to get 
children addicted to 
nicotine.

“It is undeniable that 
vaping companies 
are deliberately using 
flavors like bubblegum, 

Captain Crunch and 
cotton candy to get 
young people hooked 
on e-cigarettes - it’s a 
public health crisis and 
it ends today,” Gover-
nor Cuomo said. “New 
York is not waiting for 
the federal government 
to act, and by banning 
flavored e-cigarettes 
we are safeguarding 
the public health and 
helping prevent count-
less young people from 
forming costly, un-
healthy and potentially 
deadly life-long habits.”

On Sunday, Governor 
Cuomo directed the 
Department of Health 
to convene an emergen-
cy meeting of PHHC to 
consider this ban. The 
Governor also directed 
State Police and DOH 
to immediately partner 
to ramp up enforcement 

efforts against retailers 
who sell to underage 
youth, with the pos-
sibility of criminal 
penalties, in addition to 
announcing that he will 
advance legislation to 
ban deceptive market-
ing of e-cigarettes to 
teens and children. 

As part of the Family 
Smoking and Tobacco 
Prevention Act of 2009, 
the U.S. Congress 
banned the sale of 
cigarettes with flavors 
other than menthol and 
tobacco.

New York State De-
partment of Health 
Commissioner Dr. 
Howard Zucker said, 
“The alarmingly high 
numbers of young 
people in New York 
State who are using 
vape products is noth-

ing short of a public 
health crisis. These 
regulations are a part of 
many critical steps we 
are taking to combat 
this disturbing trend. 
We will continue to be 
aggressive in our ef-
forts to prevent nicotine 
addiction and bad mar-
keting practices under 
Governor Cuomo’s 
leadership.”

Flavors are largely 
responsible for the dra-
matic increase in use 
of e-cigarettes by youth 
and are a principal rea-
son that youth initiate 
and maintain e-ciga-
rette use. According to 
Department of Health 
data, nearly 40 percent 
of 12th grade students 
and 27 percent of high 
school students in New 
York State are now 
using e-cigarettes, and 
this increase is largely 
driven by flavored 
e-liquids. High school 
use in 2018 (27.4%) is 
160 percent higher than 
it was in 2014 (10.5%). 
While New York’s 

high school student 
smoking rate dropped 
from 27.1% in 2000 to 
a record low of 4.3% 
in 2016, aggressive 
marketing strategies 
promoting flavored e-
cigarettes is primed to 
turn that trend.

Flavoring is a key 
youth marketing strat-
egy of the vaping/aero-
sol industry just as it is 
in the cigarette, cigar 
and smokeless tobacco 
markets. E-cigarette 
marketing highlights 
flavors such as mint 
chocolate, bubblegum 
and cherry cola, and 
creates a deceptive 
belief that they are not 
harmful to users. In a 
2017 survey of 15 to 17 
year-old adolescents in 
New York State cur-
rently using electronic 
vapor products, 19% 
of the adolescents said 
that flavors were the 
reason that they first 
tried an e-cigarette 
and 27% said flavors 
were the reason for 
maintaining use. Stud-

ies also show nearly 
78% of high school 
students and 75% of 
middle school students 
report being exposed 
to pro-tobacco market-
ing in 2016. Legislation 
will be advanced next 
session to prevent these 
deceptive and mislead-
ing advertisements to 
target our youth.

The Department of 
Health will provide re-
tailers with an approxi-
mate two-week grace 
period before conduct-
ing visits to enforce the 
flavoring ban begin-
ning on Friday, October 
4.  Local health depart-
ments and the Depart-
ment’s District Offices, 
with State oversight, 
will handle enforce-
ment. Retailers who 
violate the ban will face 
fines of up to $2,000 
per violation, which is 
defined as each unit 
of flavored e-liquid or 
product containing e-
liquid that is possessed, 
manufactured, sold or 
offered for sale.

Governor Cuomo Announces New York State Implements First-in-the-Nation 
Ban on Flavored E-Cigarettes
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Access, affordabil-
ity, reliability must 
be priorities

ALBANY, 09/17/19 
-- State Senator 
James L. Seward 
(R/C/I/Ref – 
Oneonta) today 
joined members of 
the senate and as-
sembly for a public 
hearing on rural 
broadband expan-
sion in New York 
State.  Senator 
Seward’s district is 
comprised of all or 
parts of nine, most-
ly rural, counties 
with large swaths of 
the region lacking 
high-speed broad-
band.  As a strong 
advocate for broad-
band expansion, 
Senator Seward has 
consistently pressed 

for state funding 
and regulations to 
accelerate access.

“Too much of my 
senate district re-
mains in the dark 
without high-speed 
broadband or cel-
lular phone service, 
and that holds the 
entire region back.  
Whether you are 
discussing educa-
tion, economic 
development, or 
community growth, 
the conversation 
will inevitably turn 
to the lack of high-
speed broadband.   
Steps have been 
taken to connect 
more portions of 
New York State, but 
the job is far from 
complete.  Along 

with access to high-
speed broadband, 
affordability and 
reliability must also 
be leading priori-
ties,” said Senator 
Seward.

Today’s public hear-
ing featured testi-
mony from state 
agencies including 
the New York State 
Broadband Program 
Office and the Pub-
lic Service Com-
mission, local gov-
ernment officials, 
school leaders, rural 
electric cooperative 
associations, and 
business representa-
tives.

“New York needs 
a comprehensive 

strategy to reach 
universal high-
speed broadband 
accessibility.  To-
day’s hearing con-
firmed what many 
already know – we 
are not there yet.  
Constituents contact 

my office every day, 
they feel excluded 
and forgotten be-
cause they do not 
have high speed 
broadband.  Several 
years ago, I sup-
ported $500 million 
in state funding to 

help expand broad-
band coverage.   I 
stand ready to ap-
prove an additional 
state expenditure 
or other policies to 
complete the job,” 
Seward concluded.

SEWARD CALLS FOR RURAL BROADBAND UPGRADES

If you were outside mid-afternoon on Sunday, September 15 did you hap-
pen to see the Good Year Blimp flying over the Unadilla/Sidney Area?
On Saturday they were in Syracuse at the Clemson/Syracuse Game at 

night.  Flying on Sunday to the Met Life Stadium, E. Rutherford, NJ for the 
Browns/ NY Jets game.    Wondering their schedule go to Good year Blimp 

Schedule.

GILBERTSVILLE-Chili and Sweet Corn Dinner will be on Wednes-
day, September25 with serving from 5:00 t0 6:30 pm at the New Life 

Fellowship Hall of the Gilbertsville Baptist Church, Commercial 
Street.  The menu will be chili, fresh local sweet corn, green salad, 

bread and cake for dessert.   Free will offering.

Bainbridge Glow Fun Run and Walk Caner Benfit raised $6,000 
this past Saturday at the General Clinton Park in Bainbridge. 
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Cheerful ProsPeCt

By Alicia Marsland 
Geromel

Greene AmeriCAn leGion news
The Post had an ex-
cellent September 
meeting. Highlights 
included that The Post 
will be again selling 
Apple Crisp not Frit-
ters at Apple fest. Folks 
signed up for shifts 
and to donate items 
for it. The night before 
we and many of our 
spouses will be at the 
Congregational Church 
pealing and dicing 
apples. Anyone who 
would like to help us is 
welcomed. Please con-
tact a Legion Member 
or call 607-431-8286. 
This is our main fun-
draiser. We discussed 
the new law that says 
anyone who served 
Honorably since 1941
can now join the Le-
gion as we continue to 
serve veterans, spouses, 
youth and our commu-
nity. The Post is going 
to change the style 
of bricks at the All 
Veterans Monument 
in upcoming years. 
Bricks, pavers can be 
purchased by filling out 
the Application forms 
available at the Library 
or by contacting the 
Post. An internal audit 
was done of our books 
with great results. A 
By-law committee was 
set up to review
the by-laws. A Boy’s 
Scout Eagle project is 
being done to build a 
permanent place for
the retirement of tat-
tered American flags 
at the Catholic Church. 

Our next meeting is 
Monday October 1 at 
7PM at our normal 
official meeting place 
at 7 S Canal St. We 
are a small Post but we 
are active doing posi-
tive actions and unlike 
many Posts today we 
are growing again. In 
our Greene Post service 
Never stops. Please call 
us at 607-431-8286
if you have any ques-
tions. If there is a death 
and or request for a 
military presence
at a funeral or commit-
tal of a local veteran 
please contact Com-
mander Larry Bourque 
at 656-9047.

If you have a ques-
tion about the Post, 
donations, activities, 
and or want to buy 
items(Flags-grave 
markers, branch 
cups,etc), call us at or 
drop a note at our PO 
Box 149 Greene, NY 
13778. All official busi-
ness should go to our 
mail box. Also please 
put tattered flags in the 
lectern we have on the 
S Canal St entrance 
to the Greene library. 
Please check the  
STVSG.org web page 
and our Greene Legion 
web page for veteran 
activities in the area. 
If you have a veteran, 
widow, or active duty 
military member
(Guard-Reserve-Active) 
in need of help, please 
call any of the follow-

ing groups:
Veterans Crisis Line 
1-800-273-8255, Bing-
hamton Vet Center 772-
2393, VA Outreach
Center 772-9100, 
County Outreach Offi-
cer 724-1299, Southern 
Tier Veterans Support 
Group 205-8332, Post 
Chaplain, or other 
questions J Koopman. 
A whole additional list 
of support services are 
available in a pamphlet 
put out by the Southern 
Tier American Red 
Cross. Copies are at 
the Greene Library.  If 
a vet or their family 
needs quick help
please contact Southern 
Tier Veterans STVSG
I again challenge area 
residents to contact 
state legislators and 
Albany Officials
about the shortage of 
rooms being filled at 
the Oxford Veterans 
Home. It is a disgrace.
Too many deserving 
vets are not getting into 
the Home because of 
the Vet’s Home and
State inability to get 
staff and staffing is-
sues. It is a wonderful 
home and the present 
staff do a great job. I 
am very disappointed 
in Vet Home admin-
istrators and officials 
who give lip service but 
Nothing is done. Our 
Post has been seek-
ing answers for awhile 
from state officials as  
well. We get the same 
lame replies from all. If

this sounds like a 
broken record of com-
plaining it is because I 
and our Post care. This
insensitivity by bu-
reaucrats is cruel to 
veterans that served, 
who have health is-
sues or need Rehab and 
can’t get in. Too many 
making decisions today 
in government have 
never served and have 
no clue to what veter-
ans and their families 
have gone through. I 
am proud of the Greene 
Post. We have sent 
more letters etc than 
other groups about this 
issue. Personally I have 
asked (offered to serve)
that we form a task 
force to study the is-
sues and make sugges-
tions to help vets.
 
How did you feel when 
9/11 came upon us 
again? What were you 
doing? I was called up
that day because of 
initial fear. I met folks 
who lost loved ones. 
At the Prison Camps 
(Pharsalia and George-
town) we had lock-
downs. Fortunately our 
government leaders 
were strong and we as 
a country were united. 
I just received a poem 
called” The Battling
Boys of Benghazi” 
which was a takeoff on 
“The Battling B----’s 
of Bataan. The point 
being we must never 
forget those who served 
and died whether it 

be 3000 or 4. Lives to 
modern politicians in-
cluding some around us 
mean little when it isn’t 

their families.
All lives matter to true 
Americans.

This week’s Hero of Greene 
is Albert Stiles. He was born 
in 1923 in Coventry. He en-
tered the US Army in Jan 

1943 doing his Basic Train-
ing at Ft Niagara and trained 
for the Army Air Corps at 

Kessler Field, Miss and Dan-
iel Field, GA. He went over-
seas in Aug 1943 and served 
in N Africa, Italy, Sardinia, 
France, Germany and Bel-

gium before returning to the 
US in Sept 1945. He was 
Honorably Discharged in 

Nov 1945 with 4 battle stars 
on his European-African-

Middle Eastern theatre cam-
paign ribbon. He also re-

ceived the Victory medal and 
Good Conduct ribbon. He 
rose to the rank of Techni-

cian fifth grade. Greene and 
America are grateful to Al-
bert and his family for their 

dedication to
America’s freedom.

By way of being more 
cheerfully prospect-
ing this week, I took a 
gander around me and 
noticed that the flow-
ers were about a month 
behind (still!) halfway 
through September. 
This is the result of 
spring having gotten-
such a slow start this 
year (and last year, as 
well), but I think this 
spring held things back.
even more than last. 

The flowers currently 
coming into bloom 
usually appear in mid-
August. This makes 
for a more entertain-
ing garden. It’s not all 
mums and black-eyed 
susans. There are hibis-
cus, glads and (sur-
prise!) Queen Anne’s 
lace as well, usually 
long gone to brown 
and brittle fireworks. 
So, for that, we can all 
thank the late spring.

The negative side is 
that my second crop 
of raspberries may not 
make it to my bowl, 
but one can hope that 
the summer will linger 
late as well, despite the 
couple of cold spells 
we’ve had already.  The 
weather is always full 
of surprises.
That’s one thing a 
classmate of mine and 
I can cheerfully dis-
cuss, the succession of 
seasons and what to 
plant this fall. She is 
as upset at Trump as I 
am pleased, but in the 
face of nature’s regular 
blooms and fruits, one 
can sink into the deeper 
realities of life and let 
all such fluff as politics 
drift away on the wind. 
The whole climate ker-
fuffle threatened this 
connection with nature 
and one another, but, 
despite OAC’s frantic 
pronouncements (poor 
child!) both of us have 
been through enough 
scares to know that 
nature is stronger than 

our nightmares (and 
we’ve read enough his-
tory to know that man-
kind tends to weather 
weird climate rather 
well by simply adapt-
ing to the new normal). 
Thus we can placidly 
consider which tulip 
bulbs promise the most 
bang for the buck.
Planting spring bulbs is 
like sending yourself a 
surprise present every 
year “To be opened 
only in case of thaw 
and rain”. I may plan 
carefully in spring, 
but by fall, it’s just a 
marathon to stick them 
in the ground as fast as 
possibly before it freez-
es. Thus, by March, I 
have no idea what color 
combinations will hit 
me in the face. Daffo-
dils are pretty reliable, 
but tulips die away and 
come back without 
warning, so where I 
had wanted a sedate 
lavender and pink, I 
can end up with bright 
purple and yellow, far 
more cheering if less 

‘sophisticated’. This 
order of appearance 
is also orchestrated 
by the weather. Daf-
fodils usually precede 
early tulips, but not if 
it was cold all March 
and April. Then they 
all pop up together in 
a riot, along with late 
tulips and the irises 
(which are usually last).  
On the other hand, a 
warm winter and gentle 
onset of warmer weath-
er mean a constant suc-
cession (and no frost-
burnt forsythia). 
Some springs lure the 
flowers out only to 
smash them with freez-
ing rain or two straight 
weeks of below zero 
weather. We all like 
to talk about an early 
spring, come Febru-
ary, but ‘early spring’ 
is a fair weather friend 
and can’t be counted 
on, even in May, not 
to drop snowflakes on 
you. 
In the meantime, until 
the very worst of blus-
ter, we have all kinds of 

excuses to ‘get outside’. 
There are weed trees to 
cut back and stealthily 
poison, leaves to rake 
and cover the tender 
plants with, shrubs to 
prune, bulbs to plant 
(if the ground on top is 
frozen, lever it up and 
put them in the mud 
still hiding beneath)… 
oh, and that pesky 
European nightshade, 
with its red berries 
and purple shooting-
star flowers (and a 
God-awful stink). I 
have noticed that my 
neighbor at the corner 
has incorporated it into 
her flower stands along 
the porch, where it 
looks quite nice among 
the mums and black-
eyed susans. Actually, 
it looks spectacular 
there, but I am still 
determined to pull up 
every vine, root and 
stock, because it is so 
invasive. And so we 
imagine we control na-
ture, when in fact, she 
controls us (and always 
has). 
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“I was having trouble finding  
a ride to my medical and dental  

appointments. Then I heard  
about Getthere.”

Need a ride? Call 1-855-373-4040

Homer A. Rowe, 83 of 
Harpursville passed 
away on Wed. Sept. 18, 
2019 surrounded by his 
family.  He was born on 
Aug. 2, 1936 to the late 
Ward & Jennie Rowe.  
He is survived by his 
daughter & son-in-law, 
Robin & Mark Fen-
dick, 3 grandchildren, 
Joshua, Randy & Tif-
fany, sisters & brother-
in-law, Eunice & Cliff 
Huyck, Grace Taylor,, 
sisters-in-law, Esther, 
Frannie & Beverly and 
also several nieces & 
nephews who were 
very special to him.  He 
was also predeceased 
by his brothers, Carl, 
Lawrence, Bernard & 
Robert.
He was a retired mem-
ber of Local 7 in Bing-
hamton.  He spent most 
of his life living on 

the family farm.  His 
wealth in life was not 
money or possessions, 
but was his family and 
friends.  Homer was 
loved by many and will 
be dearly missed.
Funeral Services 
will be held at the 
Osterhoudt-Madden 
Funeral Home 69-71 
Maple Street Harpurs-
ville on Mon. at 2 p.m.  
Rev. Barbara Green 
will officiate.  Burial 
will be in Perch Pond 
Cemetery.  The family 
will receive friends at 
the Osterhoudt-Madden 
Funeral Home on Mon. 
from 1 to 2 p.m. prior 
to service.  Online con-
dolences may be made 
at:   www.omaddenfh.
com.

Homer A. Rowe
Bennie Lee Pratt, 95 
of Harpursville, New 
York passed away 
at home on Sunday, 
September 15, 2019.  
Bennie was born May 
23, 1924 in Oneonta, 
New York to Benjamin 
and Mildred (Warner) 
Pratt, he graduated 
from Oneonta High 
School and enlisted in 
the Navy at the out-
break of WWII, from 
1943 to 1946, serving 
as an Electrician’s Mate 
Second Class in  the 
South Pacific theater 
aboard the USS LCI 
847. He then married 
Elinor Ruth Kabat on 
June 2nd 1951 Bing-
hamton NY at Redeem-
er Lutheran Church.  
After the war he joined 
IBEW Local 325 work-
ing to build many of 
the landmark structures 
around the Southern 
Tier cities including nu-
merous colleges, IBM, 
Link, state and federal 
offices and the airport.  
Ben had a passion for 
the outdoors; he fished 
every trout stream, 
knew where to find the 
biggest salmon, and 
had a knack for always 
taking trophy bucks.  
He loved putting out 
trail cameras to watch 
“his” deer, and was on 
his quad daily, mak-
ing the rounds of his 
hilltop ranch.  Always 
willing to lend a hand, 
we’ll miss his infec-

tious “can-do” attitude, 
generosity and wry 
sense of humor. He was 
a rare combination of 
someone who had a 
love of life and a firm 
understanding of what 
was important — the 
simplicity of living a 
life with those you love.  
Ben was preceded by 
his wife Ruth in 2011, 
and survived by his 
son, Bryan Lee Pratt 
and wife April, resid-
ing in Charleston, SC.; 
his daughter Karen and 
husband Daniel Foster 
(Hillcrest); grand-
daughter Desiree Ritter 
and husband Daniel 
and great-grandchildren 
children Dean, Evelyn 
and Theo, residing in 
Bozeman, Montana.; 
and grandson Dillon, 
a senior at Appala-
chian State University, 
Boone, North Carolina. 
Funeral Services will 
be held at the Oster-
houdt-Madden Funeral 
Home 69-71 Maple 
Street Harpursville on 
Sat. at 11 a.m.  Pastor 
Michele Clark of N. 
Fenton United Method-
ist Church will offici-
ate.  Burial will be in 
Port Crane Cemetery 
with military honors.  
The family will receive 
friends at the Oster-
houdt-Madden Funeral 
Home on Fri. from 5 to 
7 p.m.  Online condo-
lences may be made at:  
www.omaddenfh.com.

Bennie Lee Pratt
Peggy Jean Banta, 
our beloved sister and 
niece, passed away on 
September 11, 2019 at 
home. Peggy was born 
on September 11, 1956, 
at the hospital, Sidney, 
to Jean Anderson Banta 
and George D. Banta 
III.  Peggy grew up 
on the family farm in 
Unadilla Center, the 
third of four children. 
She attended Unadilla 
and Unatego schools, 
graduating in 1974. Af-
ter graduation, Peggy 
remained at home to 
help her mother with 
the bookkeeping for the 
farm. With the decline 
of her mother’s health, 
Peggy became the 
primary bookkeeper 
as well as caregiver for 
her mother, and later, 
her father.  In 2011, 
Peggy was diagnosed 
with ovarian cancer. 
Through eight years of 
surgeries, chemothera-
pies and other medical 
procedures, Peggy con-
tinued to care for her 
dad and uncle at home. 
Banta Bros. dairy farm 
ceased operation at 
the end of 2012, and 
Peggy cared for her dad 
until he passed in 2015. 
Peggy considered fam-
ily most important in 
her life, and was both 
loving and generous.
Peggy enjoyed going to 
antique shops with her 
mother and sister, col-
lecting old postcards, 
vintage Halloween 
items, and anything 
with cats. She was also 
a dedicated fan of the 
rock band the WHO.
Peggy is survived by 
two brothers, Clifford 
(Veleda) Banta and 
Randy (Victoria) Banta, 

both of Unadilla, one 
sister, Connie Mar-
cus, of Utica, and her 
special uncle, Richard 
Banta, at home. Also 
surviving are her niece, 
Barbara (Don) Pierce, 
nephews, James (Di-
ana) Banta, Gabriel 
Marcus, and Thomas 
Banta, aunt, Jane Win-
chester, several cous-
ins, and good friends, 
Joanne and Don Rick-
ard.
Peggy was predeceased 
by her parents, her 
cousin, Judy Rose, who 
with her husband, Fred, 
supported Peggy and 
Connie during Peggy’s 
initial surgery, and her 
very special cat, Texas. 
The family would like 
to thank Drs. Kathleen 
Laveaux and Danielle 
Knight; FNP Patty 
Jacob; nurses Brenda, 
Teresa, Regina, Becky, 
and Sara; also Judy, 
Gayle, Brenda and all 
of the many support 
staff at Bassett Cancer 
Institute in Oneonta for 
their excellent care and 
compassion. Another 
thank you to Hospice 
staff who supported us 
during Peggy’s final 
days.
There will be no calling 
hours. Online condo-
lences may be made 
through the Westcott-
Madden Funeral Home 
of Unadilla, (www.
wmaddenfh.com). A 
private graveside ser-
vice will be held at the 
family’s convenience. 
Donations in Peggy’s 
memory may be made 
to Catskill Area Hos-
pice or the Unadilla 
Food Pantry.

Peggy Jean Banta
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Margaret “Peg” Land-
ers, 90, passed away on 
Wednesday, September 
11, 2019 in Altoona, 
FL.   

Peg was born in Sidney 
Center on January 24, 
1929, the daughter of 
Agnes Oliver Patrick 
and Leroy Patrick. She 
married Robert Land-
ers Jr. on June 19, 1948 
at the Sidney Center 
Methodist Church. 
They lived and raised 
their family in Sidney 
Center until 1993 when 
they moved to Lady 
Lake, Florida, return-
ing to the Sidney area 
for the summer months.

Peg is survived by her 
three children:  son, 
Rick Landers and wife 
Terry of Jacksonville; 
daughters:  Lorie Lakin 
and husband Dick 
of Norwich and Val-
erie Closs and husband 
Randy of Whitney 
Point; nine grand-
children and 15 great 
grandchildren; broth-
ers-in-law, Steven Roff 
and Ernie Riesen; and 
numerous nieces and 
nephews.  Also surviv-

ing is Peg’s companion 
of many years Mau-
rice Mclaud of Lady 
Lake Florida and their 
beloved dachshund, 
Maxwell.

She was predeceased 
by her husband Bob, 
her dear sisters:  Ruth 
(Warren) Doolittle, 
Betty Riesen, and Bar-
bara Roff and her dear 
brother, Fred (Dawn) 
Patrick. 

Peg was active in many 
organizations over the 
years that included 
WOTM Chapter 502, 
Sidney, NY, Sidney 
Center Methodist 
Church, Sidney Center 
Fireman’s Auxiliary, 
VFW Auxiliary, Post 
7914 and a volunteer 
for Catskill Area Hos-
pice.
She retired in 1988 
from Sidney Appliance 
& Modern Kitchens 
after being employed 
there for 20 years. 

Peg loved and lived 
her life to the fullest! 
She always loved and 
supported her children, 
grandchildren and great 

grandchildren.  She 
was a great friend to 
many people. She loved 
dancing, reading, and 
especially loved play-
ing Pitch, Mahjong and 
Dominoes with her 
good friend Joan. 
  
A memorial service 
and a Women of the 
Moose service will 
be held at 11:00am on 
September 28, 2019 at 
C.H. Landers Funeral 
Chapel, 21 Main St. 
Sidney, NY 13838.  
Burial will follow in 
Highland Cemetery, 
Sidney Center.    In lieu 
of flowers, contribu-
tions may be made in 
her memory to The 
Maywood Historical O 
& W Depot of Sidney 
Center or Catskill Area 
Hospice.

Share condolences and 
memories with the 
family online at www.
landersfh.com.  

Arrangements are 
under the direction of 
C.H. Landers Funeral 
Chapel, Sidney.  

Margaret “Peg” Landers
Crystal Linn (Mar-
tindale) Hartwell, 57, 
of Sidney, NY, passed 
away unexpectedly on 
September 12, 2019 at 
Bassett Medical Center 
in Cooperstown.  

Crystal was born in 
Oneonta, NY to Harold 
and Thelma (Stilson) 
Martindale on March 
31, 1962.  She went to 
high school at Sid-
ney High School and 
graduated in 1980.  She 
worked at Tri Town 
Nursery School while 
she received her asso-
ciates degree in Early 
Childhood Educa-
tion.  From there she 
went on to work as 
the preschool teacher 
at DCMO BOCES, 
Harrold Campus for 19 
years.  She loved and 
touched the lives of 
each child that walked 
through her classroom 
doors.  

Crystal had a genu-
ine love for life, she 
put her heart and soul 
into everything she 
did.  Her family was 
the most important 
thing to her and she 
loved them more than 
anything, especially 
her grand daughter, 
she was the light of her 

life.  Her favorite spot 
was Myrtle Beach with 
the sand between her 
toes and the sun beat-
ing down on her, she 
spent many summers 
vacationing there with 
her family.  She will 
always be remembered 
for her infectious smile 
and laughter, she loved 
to laugh.  Her strength, 
courage, wisdom, hon-
esty, love for life, kind 
heart, and laughter will 
live on in our memories 
always.  

Crystal is survived by 
her loving husband of 
31 1/2 years, Jeffery 
Hartwell of Sidney.  
He was her strength as 
they walked through 
life together.  She is 
also survived by her 
daughter, Angela 
Combes, son in law 
Benjamin, and grand-
daughter Lilliana of 
Masonville.  As well 
as her mother, Thelma 
Martindale of Sidney, 
sister Shelly and Jeff 
Pendorf of Sidney, 
brothers Greg and 
Bonnie Martindale of 
Sidney, and Jeff and 
Tracey Martindale of 
Masonville.  She is also 
survived by her mother 
and father in law, Jack 
and Sue Hartwell of 

Mount Upton, sister in 
laws Debra and Ricky 
Stanton of Mount Up-
ton, Dawn and Wayne 
Hatton of Oxford, and 
brother in law Dennis 
Hartwell of Mount Up-
ton.  As well as many 
nieces, nephews, great 
nieces and nephews, 
aunts, uncles, cousins, 
and friends that she 
loved very much.  She 
was predeceased by her 
father, Harold Martin-
dale, both her maternal 
and paternal grandpar-
ents, as well as aunts 
and uncles.  

Friends may call 
Friday, September 
20, 2019 from 2-4pm 
with a short service to 
follow, at C.H. Land-
ers Funeral Chapel 21 
Main St, Sidney.  

In lieu of flowers, con-
tributions may be made 
to the Sidney Emergen-
cy Squad in her name. 

Share condolences and 
memories with the 
family online at www.
landersfh.com.

Arrangements are 
under the direction of 
C.H. Landers Funeral 
Chapel, Sidney. 

Crystal Linn (Martindale) 
Hartwell

Robert F. Newman Jr., 
87, passed away peace-
fully on September 13, 
2019, at his home in 
Unadilla, NY. He was 

born in Bainbridge, 
NY. The son of Robert 
F. Newman, Sr. and 
Versa (Hall) New-
man. Bob was raised 

in Sidney, NY by his 
beloved sisters Ruthie 
Tuttle and Leona Ellis 
after the passing of his 
parents.   

Robert married Hazel 
(Woods).  Who prede-
ceased him in 2001.

Early in his adult life, 
Bob worked with har-
ness horses for several 
different owners. A 
passion he carried with 
him his entire life. 
After his marriage, he 
went to work on the 
Woods’ family farm. 
After farming, he went 
to work for McDowell 
& Walker from where 
he retired. Bob and 
Hazel retired to Trav-
elers Rest, SC. where 

Bob continued to work 
part-time in his pri-
vately owned landscape 
business.

Bob, was a member 
of the Loyal Order 
of Moose in Sidney, 
NY  where he served 
as Governor. He was 
a past member of the 
Bainbridge Volunteer 
Fire Department. 

He is survived by his 
son, Jeffrey R. New-
man (Katherine),  His 
grandchildren, Eric 
(Beth) and Jason 
Swart. Matthew, Tyler, 
Cassidy and Morgan 
Newman. His great-
grandchildren, Trevor, 
Jasmine, and Travis 
Swart. Robert was 

predeceased by his 
daughter, Versa Swart, 
and his sisters Ruthie 
and Leona. 

An enthusiastic sup-
porter of Unatego 
Central School. Bob 
enjoyed attending his 
grandchildren’s athletic 
events, dance recitals, 
and school functions. 
He greatly enjoyed 
taking morning walks 
at the Sidney Veterans 
Memorial Park nature 
trails, playing golf and 
gardening.  

Friends may call 
Thursday, September 
19th, from 4:00 - 7:00 
pm at the C.H. Land-
ers Funeral Chapel, 
21 Main St. Sidney, 

NY 13838.  A celebra-
tion of life will im-
mediately follow at 
the Wells Bridge Fire 
Department. In lieu 
of flowers, memo-
rial donations may be 
directed to the Unatego 
Spartan Booster Club, 
2641 State Highway 7, 
Otego, NY 13825.

Share condolences and 
memories with the 
family online at www.
landersfh.com.
 
Arrangements are 
under the direction of 
C.H. Landers Funeral 
Chapel, Sidney.

Robert F. Newman
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sPorts

Five Mile Point 

     

Otsego County OFFICE for the AGING 
 

Annual Resource Fair and Public Hearing 
Friday, September 20, 2019 
FoxCare Center, Oneonta 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For more information about the event, please contact Office for the Aging at (607) 547-4232. 

RESOURCE & HEALTH FAIR 
9:00am to 1:00pm 

 

PUBLIC HEARING 

Starts at 12:45p.m. 
 

 

An opportunity to provide feedback, suggestions and comments about  

services that would be helpful to support aging adults in our community 
 



 

Long Term 

Services and 

Supports  

Home Care 

Services and 

Caregiver 

Supports 
Alzheimer’s 

and other 

Dementia 

Medicare & 

Medicaid 

Insurance 

Information  

Veteran 

Services  

Join us for Lunch at Noon 

 

Chicken and Biscuits 
Mashed Potatoes 
Mixed Vegetables 
Pumpkin Delight  

 
          60+ Suggested Contribution - $3.50 
          Under 60 - $8.60  

 

Call (607) 547-4232 for reservations 

 

Must RSVP 

for Lunch by 

Sept. 13  

Baking Contest 
 

Seeking Bakers! 
Sign up to bring your best 
cookies or muffins for the  

baking contest. 
 

Prizes to the Best Bakers! 
 

For more information or to enter,    
call Linda at (607) 397-8027. 

Let us know, would you like to see more 
local school sports, local college sports, 
bowling league scores, hockey scores, or 

professional sports. 
Email chendelopost.com 

Leo McGurrin Records 
First Modified Win on 
Dave Kneisel Tribute 
Night

Story by Dawn Maynard
 Kirkwood, NY…The 
National ¼ Mile Dirt Track 
Championship got off to a 
grand start.  Twenty two 
modified were on hand for 
the Dave Kneisel Tribute 
Race.  The 50 lap event was 
the highlight of Saturday’s 
event.  The front row was 
decided by a redraw with 
Leo McGurrin and Byron 
Worthing bringing the field 
to the green.  Worthing 
jumped into the lead with 
the 2019 Track Champion 
Brian Malcolm in second.  
Worthing opened a sizeable 
lead until lap 12 when the 
first caution came out.  
On the restart Worthing 
grabbed the lead.  Malcolm 
was looking for the right 
move.  On lap nineteen he 
made his move into the 
lead.  The field shuffled 
moving Justin Holland into 
second.  Holland tried many 
times to take away the lead.  
The lap traffic was now 
entering the picture.  On lap 
36 Holland made his move 
around the 119 of Malcolm.  
Two laps later the leaders 
were involved in caution 
along with a lap car.  On 
the restart Leo McGurrin 
gained the lead.  Once in 
the lead, Leo, who has only 
raced his modified five 
times this season opened 
up his lead.  Byron Worth-
ing was second and Nick 
Rochinski was now third.  
Rochinski tried his hardest 
to work his way into the 
top spot.  One more caution 
tightened up the field with 
McGurrin and Worthing 
keeping their sights set on 
the top prize.  On the restart 
it was McGurrin staying 
steady keeping the lead.  
Worthing and Rochinski 
battled for second.  As the 
checkers flew Leo Mc-
Gurrin recorded his very 
first modified feature win.  
Rounding out the top five 
were Byron Worthing, 
Nick Rochinski, Nick Nye, 
and Barry White.  It was a 
very emotional win for this 
young driver and his family.  
His first win on a night that 
was a tribute race to a for-
mer Five Mile Point racer.
 The only visit of the 2019 
season for the IMCA Style 
Modified was up next.  The 
Little Mike’s To win race 
honoring Mike Stolarcyk III 
which was a twenty lap fea-
ture event.  The redraw had 
Brad Sites and Matt Roberts 
bringing the field to the 
green.  event.  Matt held 
off a hard charging Brad 
Sites.  The battle for the 
top five heated up as Gary 
Roberts, Matt’s dad moved 
into fourth.  He and Keith 
Jack Lamphere battled for 
the remainder of the race.  
When the checkered flag 
flew it was Matt Roberts 
taking home the victory of 
a special race for a fellow 
racer gone too soon.
 The NY6A 600 Micro 
Sprints made their way on 
the track.  Mike Kaiser Jr. 
and Mikey Smith made 
up the front row.  When 
the green flag fell it was 
Smith grabbing the lead.  
Early cautions kept the field 
tight.  On the restart Mikey 

regained the lead and never 
looked back.  When the 
checkered flag fell Smith 
had over a straightaway 
lead on the field grabbing 
the win.  The top five were 
Johnny Smith, Mike Kaiser 
Jr., Danny Knoll and DJ 
Shuman.
 The Belgray Oil 4 cyl-
inders were up next with 
seventeen cars taking the 
green.  Bob Schultz of 
Pennsylvania grabbed the 
early lead.  A major caution 
on lap nine took out the 
leader.  The 2019 Track 
Champion Nick Kennedy 
inherited the lead.  In his 
racing fashion Kennedy 
opened up a sizeable lead.  
Coming from the 4th start-
ing spot was Jeff Sterling 
who was piloting the 
Jeremy Warren car.  Andy 
Brigham was behind the 
wheel of the Mathers num-
ber 57 who had worked his 
way into third.  As Kennedy 
continued to lead the battle 
behind him was fierce.  
When the checkered flag 
fell it was Captain Quick, 
Nick Kennedy recording 
another feature win.  The 
top five were Jeff Sterling, 
Andy Brigham, Caleb 
Lacey Josh Amatutio.
 Factory Stocks had a cau-
tion filled race.  Buck Mills 
Jr., and Nathan Hill brought 
the field to the green.  Jr. 
grabbed the early lead with 
his dad Buck Mills Sr. in 
close pursuit.  Buck Mills 
Sr. stole the lead away after 
the first caution and never 
looked back.  It was another 
victory for the 7v team of 
Mills Sr. with Buck Mills 
Jr., in second, third to Tom 
Groover, fourth to Alan Ko-
mar and fifth to RJ O’Hara.
 The management team an-
nounced another race being 
added.  The Dick Long-
street Memorial race will 
be held Thursday, October 
10th.  It will be a special 
event for Modifieds. Also 
on the card that night will 
be the GRIT Series Sports-
man, and Front wheel drive 
4 Cylinders.  More informa-
tion will be available soon 
on the tracks Facebook 
page.

 Day two of the National ¼ 
Mile Dirt Track Champion-
ship included a Grit Series 
race for the Crate sports-
man.  Mike Nagel Jr. and 
Frank Payne brought the 
field to the green.  Mike 
grabbed the early lead, but 
it was Tommy Collins who 
took command of the fea-
ture on lap seven.  Collins 
opened up a sizeable lead 
over second place driver 
Randy Browkaw.  The 
battle for the top five was 
heating up as Brokaw, Mike 
Nagel Jr., Corey Cormier, 
and Dale Welty battling for 
position.  With two laps to 
go a major accident found 
some of the top runners in-
volved.  A flat tire sent Dale 
Welty to the pit area for a 
change.  On the restart Col-
lins once again opened a big 
lead.  When the checkers 
fell.  Collins recorded the 
win, with Randy Brokaw 
in second, Corey Cormier 
in third, Mike Nagel Jr. in 
fourth and fifth was Frank 
Payne.
 The 600cc Modified open 
made their way onto the 
track next.  The front row 

was made up of Jared Green 
and Nick Chase.  When the 
green flag fell it was Jared 
Green opening a good lead.  
The twenty lap event almost 
went green to checker ex-
cept for one caution.
The battle for the positions 
behind the leader was fierce 
with Nick Chase holding off 
Justin LaDue.  When the 
checkered flag fell it was 
Jared Green recording his 
second feature win of the 
season.  Rounding out the 
top five were Nick Chase, 
Jumstin LaDue, Chris Jor-
dan and James Randall.
 The Wingless Sprint Al-
liance made their final 
appearance of the season.  
Charlie 
Weslowski and Kyle Pierce 
made up the front row.  
Kyle is a newcomer to the 
sprint division, but not 
to Five Mile Point.  Kyle 
used to compete in the 
Crate Sportsman division.  
He battled hard on every 
restart, keeping in the 
right groove.  There was 
only one caution in their 
event.  Eventual winner 
Eric Jennings worked his 
way through the field.  He 
was followed across the 
line by Thomas Radivoy, 
Kyle Pierce, John Smith and 
Charlie Weslowski.
 The Belgray Oil 4 Cylinder 
division brought their twen-
ty lao feature to the track.  
Bob Schultz and Nick Ken-
nedy made up the front row. 
When the green flag fell the 
battle between the two driv-
ers was strong.  For several 
of the opening laps they 
raced side by side.  Eventu-
ally Schultz made the pass 
for the lead.  It was then 
Bob’s race as he lead all but 
on lap.  When the checkered 
flag fell Bob Schultz picked 
up the win.  Finishing in 
second was Nick Kennedy, 
third was Bill Price, fourth 
was Dave Simms and fifth 
Josh Amaticio.
 Factory Stocks were up 
with Buck Mills Sr. and 
Justin Slezak making up 
the front row.  On the 
green flag lap last nights 
feature winner Buck Mills 
Sr., grabbed the lead.  He 
opened up a good lead over 
the Slezak machine.  The 
race had several cautions 
during the event.  That 
did not affect the Mills Sr 
machine as he continued to 
lead.  When the dust settled 
and the checker flag flew 
it was Buck Mills Sr. who 
had the clean sweep of the 
weekend in the Factory 
Stocks.  Rounding out the 
top five were Dusty Decker, 
Doug Polhamus, Justin 
Slezak and Alan Komar.
 Once again, the 2019 
season will have one more 
event. The Dick Longstreet 
Memorial race will return 
to the Five Mile Point 
Speedway on Thursday 
October 10th. The first 
edition of the race was held 
last season at the speedway 
and was a huge success. 
The Modifieds will head-
line the card that night and 
will be joined by the GRIT 
Series for Crate Sportsman, 
and the Front Wheel Drive 
4 Cylinders. Continue to 
monitor the Facebook page 
for more information in the 
days and weeks to follow.
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sUpcoming issues will contain more 
local sports, events, articles and much 

more! 
Please help us make this a great local 
resource for your community news! 

To submit content or subscribe, email 
chendelopost@gmail.com or visit us 

at chendelopost.com

OTEGO-The Unat-
ego Cue and Curtain  
announces their fall 
musical: Rodgers 
and Hammerstien’s  
The Sound of Mu-
sic.  Show dates and 
times are Friday and 
Saturday, October 25 

and 26 at 7 pm and 
on Sunday, October 
27 at 2 pm. Held in 
the auditorium of the 
Unatego High School 
located on Route 
7 between Wells 
Bridge and Otego.

The Unadilla Ro-
tary Club and Cov-
ered Bridge Farm 
Market are present-
ing the tenth annual 
Autumn Fest on 
Sunday, October 
6th from 10 am to 
4 pm. For the first 
time, the event will 
celebrate the harvest 
at Covered Bridge 
Farm Market – 309 
Covered Bridge 
Road, Unadilla, NY.

Autumn Fest 2019 
will include:
• FREE activities 
for kids – thanks, 
again, to a generous 

grant from the Un-
adilla Community 
Foundation
  o Puppet Show – 
by Catskill Puppet 
Theater (back by 
popular demand)
  o Animal Encoun-
ters – by Animal 
Adventures
  o Pumpkin Paint-
ing (while supplies 
last)
  o Corn Maze
  o And more!
• Musical Entertain-
ment
  o Island Hoppers 
Steel Band
  o Off the Record + 
Big Fish Combo

• Farmers’ Market 
– offering a wide 
range of local farm 
products and crafts
• Food Truck Rally 
– with tasty local 
offerings
• Cutest Dog In The 
Universe Pageant
• Art and Craft 
Demonstrations
  o Pumpkin carv-
ing
  o Felting, dyeing, 
spinning
• Cornhole Tourna-
ment
• And much, much 
more!

For more informa-
tion visit www.
unadillarotary.org/
autumn-fest or find 
us on Facebook at 
www.facebook.
com/unadillarotary. 
Autumn Fest is 
made possible with 
funding from our 
generous sponsors: 
Unalam, ACCO 
Brands, Otego Fam-
ily Dental, C.H. 
Landers Funeral 
Chapel, Amphenol 
Aerospace, SFCU, 
Tieco, Sidney Print-
ing, and Country 
Club Motors.

10TH ANNUAL AUTUMN FEST 
CELEBRATED ON SUNDAY, OCTOBER 6

The Tri-County 
Seniors are spon-
soring a presen-
tation on Elder 
Law on Thursday, 
September 19, 
5:00 pm in the 
Smart Community 
Room of Sidney 
Public Library. At-
torney Beth West-
fall of Coughlin 
and Gerhart Law 
Firm will speak 

on legal matters 
affecting senior 
citizens followed 
by a question and 
answer period. All 
area seniors are 
welcome. Pre-
registration is re-
quested by calling 
607-563-8065 by 
September 17. 

Elder Law 
Presentation 

in Sidney

Comedian Leon Nguyen warms the stage before the show

The 3rd Annual 
Uncle Bear Memo-
rial Truck Show 
will be held this 
Saturday at Gen-
eral Clinton Park in 
Bainbridge.

  All proceeds go 
to The American 
Cancer Society; 
more information is 
available at Uncle-
BearMemorial.com.

3rd Annual Uncle Bear 
 Memorial Truck Show
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Looking Back to September 17, 1986
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Chapter 8 – Mitch and 
Archer (continued)

 “And then there’s 
this….” Mitch leaned 
even further forward, so 
that the steam from the 
cup wreathed his mot-
tled face and blew away 
as he exhaled. “The Old 
Man isn’t dead!” Off to 
his right, Archer made 
a sudden movement, 
either out of startlement, 
or an abortive attempt 
to stop this revelation. 
If so, he’d changed his 
mind in an instant, for 
he sat back again with-
out saying anything.
Mitch went on without 
noticing, “He never died 
at all. He’s locked up 
somewhere. This gov-
ernment is illegitimate, 
Freeman, a complete 
fraud. My assignment, 
the one I wouldn’t take, 
was to find the First’s 
first, the grandson, that 
went to ground ages ago 
(that’s after all the media 
reports about his killing 
himself, apparently that 
never happened). They 
wanted me to take him 
out, wipe out the suc-
cession. That’s the only 
thing that is holding 
them back, the knowl-
edge that he may turn 
up some day. The day 
they’ve got him, they’ve 
got it all.”
The Old Man? Not 
dead? Noah was 
stunned. He had had 
the privilege of know-
ing the Old Man. and 
his father before him, 
nicknamed Laughter, 
even when very old, a 
man who consistently 
took a cheerful view 
of almost anything… 
He had spent his post-
college years, along with 
twenty-three other lucky 
youngsters, living in the 
Great House, thanks to 
a scholarship he’d won 
with an essay on Ani-
mal Communication. 
He had (mostly) happy 
memories of those years. 
Even though The Old 
Man had been at least 
nominally a Caller, his 
had been a keen mind, 
a penetrating insight 
and a sense of honor 
and decency that Noah 
could only admire with-
out hoping to imitate. 
His son, and the son’s 
son, the grandson, he 
had known them, too. 
The father had been, 
in Noah’s young mind, 
a typical adult in the 
background, not all 
that interesting, but the 
boy had been a promis-
ing youngster, clever at 
math, and, like all kids 
his age, a bit too full of 
himself... but still like-
able for all that.

When Noah had heard 
of the successive deaths 
of his country’s heredi-
tary rulers, he had been 
truly grieved, realizing 
that an era was past, 
that nothing would ever 
be the same again. And 
it never has, either, he 
realized, as he sat there, 
mechanically strok-
ing Sam’s tangled hair, 
struggling to grasp the 
enormity of what Mitch 
was saying. The Old 
Man wasn’t dead. And 
the First’s First van-
ished, when all along 
the public had been told 
that he had committed 
suicide.
‘This government is il-
legitimate.’
Well!
Mitch was shaking his 
head. “I shouldn’t have 
told you that,” he mut-
tered, clearly having 
second thoughts. “I 
shouldn’t have told you 
that at all.”
Noah reached forward 
and gripped Mitch’s 
hands over the mug of 
coffee. “Don’t worry 
about it. I’ll be fine. No 
one’s the slightest bit 
interested in me. The 
main thing is, to get you 
out of here.”
“I’ll take care of that,” 
Archer said, finally 
speaking. His voice was 
strong, deeper than his 
slight build and down-
cast eyes would have 
indicated. “I’ve got 
some acquaintances on 
a plantation nearby, men 
I can trust, and they’ve 
got a solacar, a battered 
heap, but it’ll run. We 
just stopped here to 
warn you. Mitch insisted 
on it.”
“Thanks, but I think 
we’ll be fine, as long 
as they can’t trace you 
here?” Noah instantly 
regretted the slight 
question in his voice. 
He knew Mitch was an 
expert at laying a false 
trail. “And even if they 
do, I can just say you 
stopped by and I told 
you to get out. Now that 
you’ve filled me in, I’ll 
know the right things to 
say to keep them happy, 
and what not to say. 
Don’t worry.”
Mitch shook his head, 
unconvinced. “Look,” 
he said. “they know 
where you used to be 
and, if Archer can figure 
out from that where to 
find you…”
“Four days and nights in 
the computers,” mut-
tered Archer, feigning 
exhaustion as he said 
so, or maybe it wasn’t 
feigned...
“Then so can they.”
“Oh, I don’t know…” 
Archer muttered, as if to 

himself, implying with 
a twitch of his lips, that 
‘they’ weren’t quite as 
clever as he, and Mitch 
shot him an irritated 
look.
“This is serious, Arch!”
Archer bowed his head, 
calmly accepting the 
rebuke.
“Then they will know 
who you are, regard-
less of the name you’re 
under. They can send an 
assassin…”
“What? One that looks 
like my wife?” Noah 
smirked a little.
“Now you’re not being 
serious!” Mitch got a 
little red in the face. “I 
told you before. They 
can do that now!”
Noah sighed. Obviously, 
Mitch believed what 
he was saying. But this 
new kind of assassin, 
in his mind, was only a 
rumor, even years ago. 
How could the agency 
(or anyone?) duplicate a 
human being so accu-
rately, down to voice, 
mannerisms, gait, move-
ment? Still, it was kind 
of Mitch to take the risk 
of delivering this warn-
ing, since his life was 
in danger and he was a 
fugitive.
“I’m not leaving, Mitch. 
A life on the run would 
kill a small child and I 
have three…”
“Okay…”  Mitch said 
slowly, looking doubt-
ful. “I’d still be hap-
pier if you could make 
yourself scarce, but I see 
how you’re fixed. I wish 
I’d had kids.” Mitch 
cast down his eyes for 
a moment, then gave a 
wry look at Noah. “But, 
maybe, under the cir-
cumstances, it’s a good 
thing I didn’t.”

Noah stood in the open 
doorway, holding Sam’s 
hand, staring at the 
growing light over the 
mountains in the east. 
The two men were long 
gone, and there was 
no sign of any pursuit. 
Momentarily, he debated 
whether to go in search 
of the ultralite and try 
to destroy it, or hide it 
more thoroughly, but, 
on consideration, he 
thought it was better to 
let it go. The more he 
acted like an innocent 
bystander, the safer they 
all would be.
“They kill innocent 
bystanders,” he recalled 
Mitch saying and a chill 
ran up his spine.
Frankly, he was nowhere 
near as sanguine about 
the situation as he had 
pretended to his visitors. 
It was only that he didn’t 
know what else he could 
possibly do. One didn’t 

go underground or on 
the run with a wife and 
three children. On the 
other hand, one cer-
tainly didn’t leave alone 
by oneself, abandoning 
them to face whatever 
danger threatened.
He closed the door and 
stood there gazing ab-
stracted at its blank sur-
face, a small warm hand 
in his. Sam was very 
quiet, probably asleep 
on her feet. He was at a 
stand, blank himself. On 
the run. Facing a door. 
A small hand in a large 
one. A fountain behind 
the door.... He became 
aware that something 
was coming together, 
fragments re-piecing 
themselves. Suddenly 
alert, he sank down in 
his mind, very still.  He 
waited, barely breath-
ing, holding thought 
at bay, because any 
stray thought would 
tear through this frag-
ile weaving web like a 
swinging hammer.
Blank door. Knocking. 
Like a hammer. The 
red light of dawn grew 
on either side of them, 
streaming through the 
kitchen window, reflect-
ing off the opposite win-
dow, outlining the two 
of them as dark silhou-
ettes, hand in hand.
“Walker!” gasped the 
white-haired woman 
who opened the door 
where their silhouettes 
were outlined by the 
setting sun. (Was it 
Walker she had said? 
Or was he reading that 
name backwards into 
the memory?) “Lord 
above, I thought you 
were dead!”
“If you don’t let us 
in right this instant 
and shut the door, I 
yet might be, me and 
the boy here,” Enoch 
growled urgently as he 
slid in past her flowered 
smock. Noah remem-
bered the bright yellow, 
green and pink flowers 
spattered across her 
snowy front, joy bloom-
ing in a field of sim-
plicity. The door shut, 
they went deeper into 
the house, coming out 
into a sunny courtyard 
in the center of which a 
fountain played among 
real flowers, a confusion 
of colors. The boy ran 
right up to the fountain 
and sat on the rim, lean-
ing over to dip his hands 
in the cool water as it 
ran over the lip into the 
basin, trying to catch 
and hold it, but never 
succeeding.
Nearby, the adults talked 
softly of things the boy 
did not understand at 
all, except once, when 

the woman exclaimed, 
“Oh, we read about the 
massacre in the papers. 
It was simply dreadful. 
All those poor people… 
and children, too! All 
burned! It’s hard to 
believe, even of the 
Empirie. Or was it the 
wackos? Or that tribe 
they call the Panther 
People?”
Walker pulled down his 
eyebrows, “The rumors 
you hear aren’t half as 
dreadful as the reality 
itself, but those weren’t 
Empirie soldiers. They 
were something far 
worse.”
“Then who….?” She 
began, but he put his 
finger to her lips.
“Better you don’t know. 
But don’t believe every-
thing you read in the 
newspapers, Tabitha… 
or see on the TV.” His 
voice softened as he 
asked, “How are ... 
they?” He said with a 
particular emphasis, 
fondness and concern 
mixed as one.

“Just about as you’d 
expect, given the situa-
tion,” her glance fell on 
the boy. “but they’ll be 
relieved beyond any-
thing once they know…”
The old man’s eyes 
burned under his bushy 
eyebrows. “They must 
not know, if the boy is to 
be saved. Like the oth-
ers, he must disappear, 
totally and completely.”
“Oh, no, you can’t mean 
it!” she gasped.
“I was never more 
serious in my life!” he 
said sternly, intent on 
making her understand, 
but at the troubled look 
on her face, his eyes 
crinkled and he made 
a little joke “… or even 
since my death! It’s a 
matter greater than life 
or death…And you’re 
not to say anything 
about seeing me, either. 
Keep him here only a 
few days. You must find 
him a home, the right 
kind of home, with the 
right people. You know 
what I mean.”
“You know I will. It’s 

dozens of children have 
come through that door 
and no one has tracked 
down a single one of 
them...”
Then he turned to go 
and she made as if to 
turn him back. “But you 
haven’t eaten. You must 
be tired.”
That was when he 
looked at her and said, 
“This I have done, but I 
have more to do before 
I rest. “Who the woman 
was, Noah did not know. 
Who the boy was, he 
was not sure, but now 
he was certain that this 
man and the stranger, 
Walker, who had ap-
proached his campfire 
with a purple-plum babe 
in arms were one and 
the same. For he wasn’t 
dreaming now, he was 
wide awake. This could 
have been an actual 
memory, as clear as if it 
had truly happened.
The possibility still 
remained that this was 
just the memory of a 
dream, but, in that case, 
it was a true dream, 
because the people in it, 
he now knew, were real. 
One he knew without a 
doubt was dead, having 
seen her murdered body 
in the pool, the other he 
had seen alive several 
years ago in the moun-
tains. But was this a true 
memory of real events 
or a dream remembered 
that featured two people 
he had met somewhere? 
or was he remember-
ing someone else’s life, 
(a spiritist idea that had 
been in vogue half a 
century ago)? Or was 
Scooter really Noah in 
some other life?

The next install-
ment will appear 
next week. If you 
can’t wait, this story 
is available for free 
on Kindle Unlimited 
or for only $2.99 on 
Kindle. (Reviews are 
very welcome, if you 
want to leave one 
after finishing the 
book.)

20th excerpt
What do you do when the past is no longer the past? Comfortably far from the City and its intrigues 
with his wife and children, Noah Peterson, park ranger, is visited by two spies running from their 

own Agency, the one he used to work for…
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