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Sidney Fire Department will have an open house Wednesday, October 
9, 2019 at 6p.m. till 8p.m. Check out the fire trucks, go through the 

room maze and pick up information on joining the ranks. The fire hall 
is located at 74 River Street in Sidney. 

Sidney Fire Department Open House

10th Annual Unadilla Rotary Autumn Fest

Over the past few years, 
it’s been almost com-
monplace to hear about 
impatient drivers going 
around school buses 
that have their red lights 
flashing. 
 
The danger involved in 
doing this has school 
districts around the state 
and country looking for 
ways to curb this from 
happening.
In August, New York 
State Governor Andrew 
Cuomo signed legislation 
authorizing school dis-
tricts to install stop-arm 
cameras on school buses 
in order to catch these 
drivers who unlawfully 
pass a stopped school 
bus. 
 
Despite the law be-
ing in place to not pass 
a stopped school bus, 
people ignore the flash-
ing red lights. Videos 
have been captured of 
motorists passing on 
the left, and even on 
the right on sidewalks. 

During Operation Safe 
Stop this past April, more 
than 850 people were 
ticketed around the state 
for ignoring a stopped 
school bus. According 
to a media release from 
that state, that amounts to 
more than 150,000 times 
during a 180-day school 
year. 
 
In Sidney, the numbers 
have diminished over 
the past few years. So, 
while this new legislation 
is welcomed, the Sidney 
Central School District 
has been ahead of this for 
a few years. 
 
All buses are equipped 
with several cameras that 
capture the outside of the 
bus. The images these 
cameras produce are 
extremely high quality, 
and allow district offi-
cials to turn the images 
over to law enforcement 
as evidence.
 
“The Sidney Central 
School District has 

been very proactive in 
our approach to student 
safety,” Superintendent 
Eben Bullock said. “We 
have seen the numbers 
of people passing school 
buses in our district 
dwindle over the past few 
years.”
 
Transportation Supervi-
sor Doug Russell said 
the district has had these 
cameras for three years. 
The first year, cameras 
nabbed 15 people passing 
buses. Last year and this 
year are each fewer than 
five.
 
Word of mouth has prob-
ably helped the cases, 
with people realizing 
they can be ticketed be-
cause of these cameras.
 
“The cameras are very 
important,” he said. “If 
people keep getting away 
with it, somebody could 
get killed. If we don’t 
have the evidence, we 
can’t help law enforce-
ment give tickets. These 

cameras are very clear in 
what they show.”
 
Recently. Bullock and 
Sidney Police Chief Eric 
Oliver looked at the buses 
to see how everything 
was working. In the 
parking lot, the two used 
a Sidney CSD vehicle to 
pass a bus with the lights 
on, to see everything 
these cameras can catch 
(please see video on 
website). 
 As you can see in the 
video, the cameras catch 
several different angles 
as a vehicle passes a bus. 
The videos are saved 
automatically and then 
retrieved. If a vehicle 
should pass a bus, the 
driver radios the main 
bus garage to let them 
know – allowing officials 
to note the time and find 
the offending driver that 
much faster.
 
The images and video 
captured on Sidney CSD 
buses when an illegal 
passing occurs have 

helped law enforcement 
officials ticket offending 
drivers, who can face 
steep penalties. For a 
first conviction, offend-
ers could receive a fine 
anywhere from $250-
400, as well as five points 
on their license and up to 
30 days in jail. A second 
conviction (within three 
years) could raise the 
fines to $600-750, with 
up to 180 days in jail. 
A third or subsequent 
convictions (within three 
years) can be a fine of 
$750-1,000, with possible 

jail time of up to 180 
days. 
 
“Besides the fines and 
possible jail time, there 
are even more severe 
scenarios in regard to 
passing a school bus,” 
Bullock said. “We im-
plore all drivers to please 
respect the red lights 
and don’t pass a stopped 
school bus. The best way 
to avoid a possible trag-
edy is to not put yourself 
in the position to create 
one.”

Sidney CSD Puts Safety First With Bus Cameras
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OTEGO-The Unatego Cue and 
Curtain  announces their fall 
musical: Rodgers and Ham-
merstien’s  The Sound of Mu-
sic.  Show dates and times are 
Friday and Saturday, October 

25 and 26 at 7 pm and on Sun-
day, October 27 at 2 pm. Held 
in the auditorium of the Un-
atego High School located on 
Route 7 between Wells Bridge 
and Otego.

LocaL

To subscribe, advertise 
or submit conent

visit 
www.chendelopost.com

email
chendelopost@gmail.com

or
visit us on Facebook

Otsego County 
Chamber to host NYS 
Mandated Anti-Ha-
rassment Policies and 
Sexual Harassment 
Training Wednes-
day, October 9, 2019 
1:00p.m. at Northern 
Eagle Beverages
Under Section 201-
G, New York State 
mandates ALL em-
ployers (with as few 
as one employee) to 
adopt a sexual ha-
rassment prevention 
policy as well as to 
train ALL employees 
on sexual harass-
ment prevention.  The 
policies were to be in 
place by October 9, 
2018.  Initial trainings 
must be completed by 
October 9, 2019 and 
then annual there-
after.  Trainings for 

employees and man-
agers/owners are not 
the same.  Managers 
and Owners have 
additional responsi-
bilities and they must 
be trained on these. 
The policies and 
trainings have mini-
mum requirements 
as outlined in Section 
201-G.  
Please join chamber 
member, Pinnacle 
Human Resources, 
LLC for the training 
for Managers and 
Owners.  This inter-
active training will 
go through the mini-
mum requirement 
set out by this law as 
well as best practices 
to strengthen your 
company practices.  
Pinnacle Human 
Resources will also 

identify areas that 
must be customized 
for your individual 
company.  You will 
leave this training 
with the confidence 
that you have been 
trained and you will 
be able to facilitate 
the required training 
for your employees.

Seminar held at: 
Northern Eagle Bev-
erages, Inc.
41 Browne Street
Oneonta, NY     
13820
Time:  1:00PM to 
3:00PM Cost:  $35 for 
Seminar with materi-
als and certificate of 
completion.       
Register with Barbara 
Ann Heegan  607. 
432-4500 baheegan@
otsegocc.com

Otsego County Chamber to host NYS Mandated Anti-
Harassment Policies and Sexual Harassment Training

SIDNEY-A Chicken BBQ will 
be held on Thursday, October 
17 from 10:30 am till gone 
at the Amphenol Parking lot 
(next to SFCU), Union Street, 
Sidney.  Halves only by Wil-
son’s of Walton.  Sponsored 
by the Rotary Club of Sidney 

to benefit many community 
service projects.
Club members will deliver to 
Village of Sidney businesses 
with pre orders of 4 or more.   
Call Ray at 614-302-2100 by 
Wednesday, Oct 16.

FOR WEEK OF 
OCTOBER 7  
          Butternut Val-
ley Grange, Gilberts-
ville, will convene on 
Monday, October 14 at 
7 p.m. at the Grange 
Hall, 7 Bloom Street.  
Members will hear sev-
eral reports including 
our participation at the 
recent Harvest Festival 
in Cooperstown as well 
as plans for the upcom-
ing Halloween obser-
vance for the commu-
nity.  
At the last meeting, 
members voted sup-
port of installation of a 
platform lift that would 
make the entire Grange 
Hall building handi-

capped accessible from 
the upstairs auditorium 
to the dining room 
and restroom facili-
ties in the basement.  
The membership also 
adopted a resolution in 
support of the honey 
bee colonies Report 
and funding for such 
through the USDA be 
re-instated.  The resolu-
tion was subsequently 
approved by Pomona 
Grange and will be 
on the agenda for the 
State Grange Session in 
Watertown later in Oc-
tober.  Calvin Wilcox 
was obligated as a new 
member of the Grange.
Many Grange members 
participated in the Un-

adilla Rotary Autumn 
Fest on Sunday, Octo-
ber 6, held at the Cov-
ered Bridge Farm.  The 
Grange Relay for Life 
team sold refreshments 
to benefit the annual 
cancer fund drive and 
an informational table 
about the organization 
was manned by Butter-
nut Valley Grange.
Monday’s program will 
feature Aiden Woishnis 
who will share insights 
about the growing 
hemp industry, what is 
involved in the owner-
ship and operation of 
hemp processing, how 
hemp is used in vari-
ous products, and what 
opportunities exist for 

farmers and businesses 
who wish to engage 
in hemp production.  
The program will be 
held at the beginning 
of the meeting so that 
guests who are inter-
ested may attend.  The 
social committee for 
the evening is Don and 
Dawn Gage,  Glenn 
and Rose Foster,  Molly 
Del Giacco, and Doug 
and Deb Dutcher.
  
Questions:   783-2691

Butternut Valley Grange
Gilbertsville, New York

Reading is Magical, a 
Family Literacy Fair, 
will be held on Satur-
day, October 19 from 
10 am to 2 pm. at the 
Sidney Elks Lodge on 
River Street in Sidney.  
See favorite books 
come to life through 
fun filled craft and 
interactive book shar-
ing activities for young 
children, toddlers 
through early primary 
school grades.
Meet the popular chil-

dren’s author and Illus-
trator, Suzanne Bloom.  
Her favorite Goose and 
Bear series is popular 
with young preschool 
children.
Suzanne will read to 
the audience in her 
most imaginative man-
ner and also share craft 
activities with the chil-
dren.  Enjoy “Magic by 
Michael” as Michael 
Gray mystifies audi-
ences, young and old, 
with his slight of hand 

performances.
The event is sponsored 
by Sidney United 
Way with the focus of 
sparking an interest 
in books and reading 
in preschool and early 
elementary students.  
Sharing literacy at 
home is so important 
in preparing children 
for success in school.  
Reading is Magical 
will provide parents 
and grandparents with 
ideas that can be eas-

ily incorporated with 
fun reading activities 
at home. 15 organiza-
tions and groups are 
participating in this 
fun filled event.  A free 
book and tote bag will 
be given to the first 100 
children, birth to age 
8, who come to Read-
ing is Magical a fun, 
family litreracy fair in 
Sidney on Saturday, 
October 19.

BOOKS COME TO LIFE IN SIDNEY

Coming soon! 
Community Calander

Send us your local events to 
chendelopost@gmail.com to 

have your event on our calander

Sacred Heart Church in Sidney will host 
their annual Harvest Festival this Friday 

and Saturday. For more information,
 call the church at (607)563-1591



              3 — Chen-Del-O Post — Wednesday, October 9,  2019

cheerfuL ProsPect

By Alicia Marsland 
Geromel

Greene american LeGion news

So much going on 
this week that my 
head is buzzing and I 
have a million things 
to write about… and 
none! So I will do a 
good news, bad news 
bullet point type of 
thingy…
Good or Bad (de-
pending on your 
politics) Trump has 
finally done it! Im-
peachment? Yes, 
impeachment! Wait! 
Maybe? Why the 
heck didn’t he re-
fuse to show us the 
transcript? Ummm, 
perhaps too much 
spotlight on politi-
cians’ children and 
their sweet deals? 
No problem, we can 
attack harder and no 
one will notice. If one 
whistleblower/leaker 
won’t do it, more 
will surely carry 

the day? Ummm…
Trump angry! Or 
happy? Maybe he’s 
only happy when he’s 
angry? Is this a good 
sign or a bad sign…
Hmmm…
Good or Bad (de-
pending on your 
climate sensitivi-
ties) – Autumn has 
had some nice crisp 
sunny days, unlike 
last year when it was 
hot and muggy until 
it turned overnight to 
grey, cold and rainy.
Good or Bad (same 
caveat) – We have 
only been keeping 
temperature records 
worldwide since 
WWII, and even 
those we have to-
day are spotty and 
unreliable in many 
regions of the world. 
But assuming they 
were perfect… even 
then, broken records 
in many cities on a 
given day mean noth-

ing, because we have 
no idea how hot it 
was on any given day 
in the previous sev-
eral billion years… 
so it’s a wash, NASA 
and Weather Chan-
nel. I’ll be impressed 
with a broken record 
in about 1000 years, 
if we avoid being 
smashed by a meteor, 
sucked into the sun, 
blown to smithereens 
by Iran, or destroyed 
by the evil, scheming, 
wicked Trumpkin. 
Good – my peach 
tree has had a bumper 
crop, large fruit, very 
few worms (thanks to 
a grey, cold and rainy 
spring) 
Bad – Now I have to 
process them!
Good – We finally 
managed to get 
tickets for one set of 
grandkids (one newly 
adopted) and parents 
to accompany us on 
the Polar Express, an 

antique train running 
out of Owosso, Mich-
igan to a ‘fairy-tale’ 
Christmas village for 
two hours of explora-
tion and shopping and 
a free cup of cocoa. 
I have only tried to 
manage this for three 
years running. The 
seats fill up rapidly, 
starting in August.
Bad- To the tune 
of over $500! Eight 
people total. Definite-
ly a once in a lifetime 
experience!
Good – There is a 
similar train running 
out of Jim Thorpe, 
Pennsylvania, for 
a much more spec-
tacular ride (and a 
much less spectacu-
lar price). Did it two 
years ago with one 
grandson and parents, 
and had a wonderful 
time! And the town 
of Jim Thorpe, a min-
ing town renamed 
for an Olympic 

champion, is quaint, 
bizarrely placed 
between soaring 
mountains, calling 
itself the ‘Switzerland 
of Pennsylvania’ or 
some such thing, and 
worth a one-day trip. 
I highly recommend 
it!
Good - Suddenly, 
out of nowhere, for 
two weeks running, 
unknown people are 
reading my book, 
Story, Story, every 
day, to the tune of 
60-200 pages a day. 
Kindle has a fea-
ture where you can 
see your ‘normal-
ized pages count’ 
but you have no idea 
how many people 
are reading and, of 
course, they are anon-
ymous. 
Bad - No new re-
views yet, but one can 
hope. (Amazon ig-
nores us authors un-
less we have dozens 

of good reviews… 
which has led to a 
whole new industry… 
giving other authors 
reviews so they will 
review you… paying 
companies to review 
your book…review 
parties…) Amazon 
also no longer takes 
reviews from people 
who haven’t bought 
the book from them, 
because of authors 
and friends submit-
ting reviews under 
different names. 
Ah… there is no 
perfection to be had 
in life…!

The Greene Post 
wants to thank all 
who bought Apple 
Crisp from us at 
Apple fest. We also 
thank folks who gave 
some donations to 
the Post. Apple fest is 
our biggest fundraiser 
of the year. We had 
another wonderful 
crew of volunteers 
who peeled and diced 
apples the Night 
before at the Congre-
gational Church. Any 
funds the Post raises 
goes back to help the 
various services we 
support in the com-
munity.

This year we paid 
over $700 just to send 
Boys to Boys State. 
Upcoming events
include the Novem-
ber Post meeting on 
Nov 4, the special 
Veteran’s Service at 
the Congregational 
Church on Veteran’s 
Day Night, the host-
ing of the Chenango 
County Legion Le-
gion Organization on 
Nov 12, the collecting 
of grave flags from 

cemeteries starting at 
9AM on November 
16 followed by the re-
tirement of the flags 
at the new retirement 
site on the Catho-
lic Church grounds 
which has been a part
of an Eagle Project. 
Outside of Greene 
Broome County has a 
9 days of activities
honoring Veterans 
proceeding before 
Veterans Day. Check 
the STVSG website 
for details. On Nov 
10 Tri Town Opera 
is having the opera “ 
We Shall Find Peace” 
honoring veterans 
and all who served. 
In our Greene Post 
service Never stops. 
Please call us at 
607-431-8286 if you 
have any questions. If 
there is a death and or 
request for a military 
presence at a funeral 
or committal of a 
local veteran please 
contact Commander 
Larry Bourque at 
656-9047.

If you have a ques-
tion about the Post, 

donations, activities, 
and or want to buy 
items(Flags-grave 
markers, branch 
cups,etc), call us at or 
drop a note at our PO 
Box 149 Greene, NY 
13778. All official 
business should go to 
our mail box. Also
please put tattered 
flags in the lectern 
we have on the S Ca-
nal St entrance to
the Greene library. 
Please check the  
STVSG.org web 
page and our Greene 
Legion web page for 
veteran activities in 
the area. If you have a 
veteran, widow, or
active duty military 
member (Guard-Re-
serve-Active) in need 
of help, please call
any of the following 
groups:  Veterans Cri-
sis Line 1-800-273-
8255, Binghamton 
Vet Center 772-2393, 
VA Outreach  Center 
772-9100, County 
Outreach Officer 
724-1299, Southern 
Tier Veterans Support 
Group 205-8332, Post 
Chaplain, or other 

questions J Koopman. 
A whole additional 
list of support servic-
es are available in a
pamphlet put out by 
the Southern Tier 
American Red Cross. 
Copies are at the
Greene Library.  If 
a vet or their fam-
ily needs quick help 
please contact South-
ern Tier Veterans 
STVSG.

Isn’t it interesting 
how so many politi-
cians are offering 
everything free? It is 
discouraging to see 
our state and country 
being pulled down by 
folks who have
not sacrificed and 
worked hard. We who 
served believed in 
service to God and
Country. It wasn’t 
easy going into the 
military and being 
away perhaps never
to come back from 
Our homes. Veter-
ans did what was the 
right thing to do.

This week’s Hero of Greene is 
William Smith. He was born in 
1924 in Coventry. He entered 
the US Army in August 19443 
doing his Basic Training at Ft 

Dix, and Ft Knox Ky and trained 
to be a radio operator. He was 

shipped overseas from Ft Meade 
MD in Feb 1945. He served with 
the 121Calvary Reconnaissance 
Squadron for 17 months partici-

pating in the Rhineland and Cen-
tral European campaigns. After 
the war he was assigned to the 
Service company of the 242nd 

Inf Div as a jeep and truck driver 
on occupational duty. He was 

discharged in July 1946 from Ft 
Dix. He reached the rank of PFC. 
Greene and America are grate-
ful to William and his family 

for their dedication to America’s 
freedom.
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To place an 
obituary or memorial 

email
chendelopost@gmail.com

or vist
chendelopost.com

obituaries

“I was having trouble finding  
a ride to my medical and dental  

appointments. Then I heard  
about Getthere.”

Need a ride? Call 1-855-373-4040

Susan H. Gregory, 64 
of Unadilla passed 
away Thurs. evening 
Sept. 26, 2019 at her 
home surrounded by 
her loving family.  She 
was born on Jan. 26, 
1955 in Oneonta to 
Earl & Merle Hitch-
cock.  She was prede-
ceased by her father, 
Earl Hitchcock.  She is 
survived by her hus-
band, Thomas Gregory, 
Unadilla, 3 children, 
Jill & Brian Smith, 
Unadilla, Tyler Greg-
ory, Unadilla, Brandi 
Gregory, Bainbridge, 5 
grandchildren, Kacey, 
Cody & Caleb, Abi-
gail & Gideon, great 
grandchild, Raegan, her 
mother, Merle “Micki” 
Hitchcock, Sidney, 
sister, Jeanne DeSilva, 

Franklin, broth-
ers, Gary Hitchcock, 
Rochester, Richard & 
Amanda Hitchcock, 
Watsontown, PA, and 
also several nieces and 
nephews.  She was an 
employee of Scoville-
Meno in Sidney.  She 
was a member and trea-
surer of the Unadilla 
Emergency Squad/Fire 
Dept.
The family will receive 
friends at the Westcott-
Madden Funeral Home 
123 Main Street Un-
adilla on Wed. from 
5 to 7 p.m.  Memorial 
contributions may be 
made to Delaware Val-
ley Humane Society.  
Online condolences 
may be made at:   www.
wmaddenfh.com.

Susan H. Gregory
Gerald E. “Zip” O’Hara 
80 of Chenango Forks 
passed away Sat. morn-
ing Oct. 5, 2019 at 
Willow Point Nursing 
Home.  He is survived 
by his wife of 27 years, 
Peggy (Villecco) 
O’Hara, Chenango 
Forks, his Children, 
Patty & Jeff Kies, Deb-
bie & Joe Buchek, Ed-
ward O’Hara, Arin & 
Kerry Hendrix, Shan-
non & Thomas Coving-
ton, Darlene & Jeffrey 
Kuciel,  2 step sons, 
James & Amy Konec-
ny, Michael Konecny,  
12 Grandchildren, 8 
Great grandchildren, 
sisters, Mary O’Hara, 
Julia & Timothy Mur-
phy, brothers, Thomas 
O’Hara, James & Mary 
Ann O’Hara. Edward 
O’Hara, Joseph & 
Maureen O’Hara, and 
also several nieces 
and nephews.  He was 
predeceased by his par-
ents, Thomas & Julia 
O’Hara and a brother, 
Robert O’Hara.
He was a retired secu-

rity guard at Riverside 
Towers.  He loved 
baseball, especially 
watching his grandsons 
play.  He was an avid 
NY Yankee Fan.
Memorial Services 
will be held at St. 
Mark’s Episcopal 
Church, River Road 
Chenango Bridge on 
Fri. at 12 noon.  Rev. 
Mark Giroux, Rector 
will officiate. Burial 
will be in Sylvan Lawn 
Cemetery, Green at a 
later date.  The family 
will receive friends at 
St. Mark’s Episcopal 
Church on Fri. from 11 
a.m. to 12 Noon prior 
to service. Online con-
dolences may be made 
at:  www.omaddenfh.
com.  Memorial contri-
butions may be made 
to St. Mark’s Episcopal 
Church Memorial Fund 
728  River Road Bing-
hamton, NY   13901.  
Arrangements by the 
Osterhoudt-Madden 
Funeral Home 69-71 
Maple Street Harpurs-
ville.

Gerald E. “Zip” O’Hara
Brooke N. Ketchum, 
27, originally from Gil-
bertsville, died in the 
early morning hours 
on October 4, 2019 as a 
result of injuries sus-
tained in a motor ve-
hicle accident.  She was 
enrolled as a student 
at DCMO BOCES in 
the LPN program and 
was working part-time 
as a home health care 
aide.  She had finally 
found a career path 
that she was passion-
ate about as deep down 
inside, Brooke was a 
compassionate, caring, 
loving person who put 
everyone else’s feelings 
before her own.  
Brooke touched peo-
ple’s lives in many 
different ways.  There 
were times when she 
shined, and times when 
she struggled.  She is 
remembered as being 
genuine, strong, full of 
laughter, silly, blunt, 
and downright fun.  
Ultimately, Brooke died 
in tragic and desper-
ate circumstances.  On 
behalf of Brooke’s 
family, we want to 
acknowledge and show 
our appreciation to all 
of the people in this 
community who were 
her friends, those who 
shared their hearts 
and homes with, the 
first responders, and 

those that tried to help 
Brooke face and man-
age the many demons 
that impacted her life.  
You all tried your very 
best and should feel 
good about that.  
Brooke was prede-
ceased by several 
family members and 
is now in the arms of 
Mimi (grandmother), 
Papa (grandfather), Dad 
(Ron Ketchum), her 
first love Kyle Seaman, 
and her son Ryder Sea-
man.  She leaves be-
hind her two precious 
daughters, Hailee Jane 
Seaman (7) and Peyton 
Elizabeth Ketchum 
(3); her mother, Cindy 
Ketchum; sisters, Gwen 
Ketchum and Heather 
(Issac, Camden, and 
Ellie) Ketchum Wilcox; 
several aunts, uncles, 
cousins, and friends.  
Funeral arrangements 
are being handled by 
C.H. Landers Funeral 
Chapel, 21 Main St. 
Sidney, NY. Calling 
hours will be Wednes-
day, October 9 from 
2-4pm with the funeral 
immediately following 
at 4:00pm.  The family 
invites you to the VFW 
for a reception follow-
ing services.  In lieu of 
flowers, donations can 
be made to a memorial 
fund for her daughters.  

Brooke N. Ketchum
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obituaries

Paul Theodore Lowe, 
87, passed away on 
Wednesday, October 2, 
2019.  He was born on 
July 18, 1932 in Bing-
hamton, one of nine 
children of the late Paul 
S. and Evelyn (Haynes) 
Lowe.  

He worked as an LP 
gas and oil delivery 
man for many years for 
Wadsworth & Sons, 
Agway, and Suburban 
Propane.  He retired 
from Mead in 1995.

On July 20, 1960, Paul 
was married to Sara 
Shaver in Sidney.  They 
shared 59 happy years 
of marriage, includ-
ing many summers on 
Oneida Lake as long-
time members of the 
Sidney Boat Club.  He 
enjoyed fishing, boat-
ing, camping and old 
trains.  He also loved 
his cats.

He will be lovingly 
missed by his wife, 
Sara; four children:  
Pixie (Darrell) Youngs, 
Andrew (Debbie) 
Lowe, Bonnie Lowe 
and Steven (Cheryl) 
Lowe; 10 grandchil-
dren; sisters:  Betty 
Williams, Marion 

Weeks, Marie Luce and 
Barbara Woods; broth-
ers:  William, John and 
Duane Lowe; as well 
as numerous nieces, 
nephews, grandnieces 
and grandnephews.  

In addition to his par-
ents, Paul was prede-
ceased by his son, Paul 
Lowe, Jr., and by his 
sister, Ethel.  

Friends may call from 
12:00noon to 2:00pm 
on Sunday, October 
6, 2019 at C.H. Land-
ers Funeral Chapel, 
21 Main St. Sidney, 
NY 13838.  Funeral 
services will begin at 
2:00pm at the funeral 
chapel.  Burial will fol-
low in Evergreen Hill 
Cemetery, Unadilla.  In 
lieu of flowers, memo-
rial donations may be 
directed to the Parkin-
son’s Foundation at 
www.parkinson.org.  
Share memories and 
condolences with the 
family online at www.
landersfh.com.

Arrangements are 
under the direction of 
C.H. Landers Funeral 
Chapel, Sidney.  

Paul Theodore Lowe

Alberta Florence 
(Pope) Ives, 89, of Mar-
tinsburg, WV, passed 
away on September 13, 
2019 at her home in 
Martinsburg.  
Alberta was born in 
Mt. Upton, NY to 
Glenn and Fanny Pope 
on September 5, 1930.  
She attended Mt. Upton 
Central School and 
graduated in 1947.
She worked at many 
jobs throughout her 
life, including Scintilla, 
Raymond Corp. and 
NBT Bank, retiring 
in 1992.  Alberta was 
a member of the Sid-
ney United Methodist 
Church.  She also loved 
to sew and do needle 
crafts.  
She will be missed 
by her three sons 
and daughters-in-
law:  Thomas and 
Sharon Hartwell of 
Martinsburg, WV, 
Terry Hartwell and Sue 
Klekowski of Drums, 
PA, and Ronald and 
Gina Hartwell of Royal 
Palm Beach, FL; three 
grandchildren:  Jen-
nifer Hartwell, Nicole 
Milan and Eric Hart-
well; four great-grand-
children:  Timothy, 
Caitlyn and Bethany 
Necessary, and Mason 
Milan.   She is also 

survived by her sister 
and brother-in-law, 
Kathleen and Steve 
Brown of Syracuse, 
and sister-in-law, Linda 
Pope of Mt. Upton.
She was preceded in 
death by her three 
brothers: Elsor, Niles 
and Albert Pope; sister, 
Eleanor Winfield; 
sister-in-law, Minnie 
Pope, brother-in-law, 
Lester Winfield and 
grandson, Shane Hart-
well.  
Friends and family are 
invited to call on Fri-
day, October 11, 2019 
from 10:00 to 11:00am 
at C.H. Landers Fu-
neral Chapel, 21 Main 
St. Sidney, NY 13838.  
Funeral services will 
begin at 11:00am at 
the funeral chapel with 
Pastor Paul Winkelman 
of the Sidney United 
Methodist Church of-
ficiating.  Burial will 
follow at 2:00pm at the 
Maplewood Cemetery, 
Mt. Upton, NY.  
Share condolences and 
memories with the 
family online at www.
landersfh.com.
Arrangements are 
under the direction of 
C.H. Landers Funeral 
Chapel, Sidney.  

Alberta Florence (Pope) Ives

To place an 
obituary or memorial 

email
chendelopost@gmail.com

or vist
chendelopost.com
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Preschool Storytime
Afton Free Library
105A Main Street

Saturday, October 19th
10:30 am -11:15am

Join us for stories, songs, rhymes, puppets and crafts.
For children 3-4 years old.

For more information call (607) 639-1212
or visit facebook.com/aftonfreelibrary

Greene Bowlodrome Golf Tournament 
Donates to Greene Dog Park

Pictured is Elizabeth Maley, Sean Miller and Wally Vanvoorhis. Sean 
is presenting  a check for over $1200. to the Greene Dog Park which 

are the proceeds from their 9th golf tournament.  Thank you to all 132 
golfers who participated and help raise the funds.

sPorts

A Column of News & 
Comment by Senator 

James L. Seward

Earlier this year, I 
joined with my Senate 
Republican colleagues 
to unveil a package of 
bills designed to re-

form our state’s parole 
system.  The purpose 
was two-fold – ensure 
violent criminals who 

would be a danger 
to the public remain 

behind bars, and ease 
the parole process for 

victims and their fami-
lies who have already 

suffered too much.

The package of bills, 
known as the “Vic-

tims’ Justice Agenda” 
included a bill I have 
advocated in favor of 
for a number of years.  
Senate bill 4354 would 

allow the New York 
State Parole Board 

to extend the period 
between reconsidering 
parole board denials 

from two years to five 

years when the inmate 
is serving a sentence 
for a violent crime.

Each time a killer 
comes up for a parole 
hearing the victim’s 

family, along with the 
entire community, is 

forced to relive the hor-
rendous crime.  There 

is no reason why crimi-
nals who have commit-

ted heinous offenses 
like murder should be 
given the privilege of 
a parole hearing every 

two years.

In many cases, espe-
cially murder and other 

violent offenses, pa-
role is denied multiple 

times and extending the 
timeframe for recon-
sideration would give 

the parole board greater 
discretion in setting 

hearing dates.

Acts of traumatic vio-
lence take a devastating 
toll on a family.  Forc-

ing individuals to need-

lessly relive a horren-
dous crime like murder 
every two years is cruel 
and extreme.  Victims 
and their families need 
to heal and this legis-
lation is a very small 
measure to help with 

that process.

To understand how this 
law would work you 

need to look no further 
than the murder of 

18-year-old Gillian ‘Jill’ 
Gibbons in 1989 in 

Oneonta in my senate 
district.  The convicted 
killer, David Dart, has 
had three parole hear-
ing since 2014 and has 
another scheduled for 
later this year.  Dart is 
a confessed murderer 
who has threatened 

the victim’s sister and 
would be a danger to 
the community if he 

were released.   

Every time Dart is up 
for parole, Gillian’s 

family members plead 
with the parole board 

to keep him behind 
bars.  The process is 
an excruciating, gut-
wrenching ordeal that 
no one should have to 
endure once, let alone 

repeatedly.

While the senate has 
passed the parole 
hearing extension 

legislation on multiple 
occasions, the state 
assembly has never 

even brought the bill 
to the floor for a vote.  
This year, under new 
leadership, the senate 
also failed to consider 
the bill.  This sends 
the wrong message 

to crime victims and 
needs to change.  I will 
be pushing hard again 

next year to get this bill 
passed in both houses 
and signed into law by 

the governor.   It is time 
New York State do the 

right thing and stand up 
for victims.

The Oneonta Daily 
Star newspaper in an 

editorial also called for 
action, writing, “We 
agree that families of 
victims must bear less 
burden for situations 
forced upon them by 
bad people.  The in-

crease in time between 
hearings, especially for 
violent crimes, seems 

fair.”

Recently, I held a 
community rally with 

Gillian’s sister, Jennifer 
Kirkpatrick, to raise 
awareness about the 

upcoming parole hear-
ing for Dart.  Jennifer 
is extremely brave and 
I was proud to stand 

with her to help get her 
message out.  Releas-
ing Dart would be an 

affront to Gillian’s 
memory and would en-
danger the community 

– he is exactly where he 
belongs, behind bars.

I have written the 
parole board to voice 

my opposition to Dart’s 
release and you can do 

the same. 

There is an online form 
available at: http://
www.doccs.ny.gov/

DOCCSWebLettersTo-
BoardofParoleForm.

aspx. 

Letters can be sent to:
Fishkill Correctional 

Facility
Supervising Offender 
Rehabilitation Coordi-

nator
18 Strack Drive

Beacon, NY 12508-
0307.

When contacting the 
parole board, be sure to 
include the name David 

Dart and the DIN 
#91B0463.

You can tell the parole 
board that David Dart 
needs to stay behind 

bars.  You can help up-
hold Justice for Gillian.

JUSTICE FOR GILLIAN

Social Media Class for Small Business
Afton Free Library
105A Main Street

Thursday, Oct. 17th at 6:00pm
Register early for this class where you’ll learn how to 

develop a successful online presence and create effective 
promotions and marketing. Bring your phone/computer 
and know your social media passwords for activities. 

Class size is limited. Please call (607)639-1212 to sign up.
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This fall, Southern 
Tier residents will 
have the opportunity 
to ‘BeEmpowered’ 
to make informed 
decisions about their 
home’s energy us-
age at four work-
shops in Broome, 
Tioga, Chenango 
and Chemung Coun-
ties. Participants will 
learn useful energy 
saving tips and hear 
about opportunities 
to reduce their util-
ity bills, and make 
their homes safer and 
more comfortable 
while contributing to 
a healthier environ-
ment. 
Participants will 
learn about current 
New York State and 
Federal Incentives for 
home energy assess-
ments, solar energy 
options, and air and 
ground source heat 
pumps. Questions 
about energy services 
companies (ESCOs) 
- provider of electric-
ity distributed by 
NYSEG - will also be 
addressed. 
Refreshments will be 
available, and a raffle 
for a door prize will 
take place. 
WHAT Clean energy 
workshops addressing 
a range of affordable 
energy efficiency op-
tions for your home. 
WHO Eileen Hanra-
han, Community 
Energy Advisor, Cor-
nell Co-Op Extension 
Gerry Wiley, Energy 
Navigator; HeatSmart 
Southern Tier Hail-
ley Delisle, Assis-
tant Director Clean 
Energy Programs, 
HeatSmart Southern 
Tier Lisa Marshall, 
Program Coordina-
tor; HeatSmart Tomp-
kins Wendy Barnum, 
Sales Manager, ETM 
Solar Works Jackie 
Burke, Community 
Outreach Coordina-
tor, Delaware River 
Solar 
WHEN & WHERE 
Broome County 
Tuesday, October 15, 
2019 (6:30 PM to 8:00 
PM) Broome County 
Public Library, 185 
Court St. Bingham-

ton, NY 13901 
Tioga County 
Wednesday, October 
30, 2019 (6:30 PM 
to 8:00 PM) Cornell 
Co-Op Extension 
Tioga County Office 
Building, 56 Main St, 
Owego, NY 13827 
Chemung County 
Monday, November 
4, 2019 (6:30 PM to 
8:00 PM) Big Flats 
Community Center, 
476 Maple St, Big 
Flats, NY 14814 
Chenango County 
Wednesday, Novem-
ber 13, 2019 (6:30 
PM to 8:00 PM) 
Guernsey Memorial 
Library, 3 Court St, 
Norwich, NY 13815 
October is National 
Energy Action 
Month, a great time 
to start reducing your 
energy waste. Ac-
cording to The En-
vironmental Defense 
Fund, “Americans 
spend $350 billion a 
year on electricity - 
with three-quarters of 
the energy going to 
waste”. Energy ef-
ficiency means that 
you are optimally 
using the energy in 
your home and not 
wasting it. You don’t 
have air leaking 
around windows, 
your furnace is op-
erating efficiently, 
and you don’t have 
warm air escaping 
from lower floors 
out through the roof. 
When your home is 
energy efficient you 
aren’t wasting money 
on your electric and 
heating bills, you are 
using exactly what 
you need and no 
more. 
New York State 
Electric & Gas Corp. 
is seeking a rate 
increase that would 
raise the average 
monthly bill for its 
electric customers 
by more than $10 a 
month. If approved 
the proposed rate 
increase would take 
effect in April 2020. 
Each presenter will 
provide information 
to help participants 
become energy effi-
cient and save money 

on their utility bills. 
ABOUT 
Cornell Cooperative 
Extension Commu-
nity Energy Advisors 
Community Energy 
Advisors help resi-
dents, businesses and 
multifamily building 
owners reduce their 
energy use and ener-
gy costs and make in-
formed energy deci-
sions. In partnership 
with NYSERDA, 
they are dedicated to 
helping residents save 
money, live and work 
more comfortably 
and connect to NYS 
renewable energy 
incentive programs. 
HeatSmart South-
ern Tier and Heat-

Smart Tompkins 
HeatSmart is a 
NYSERDA-funded 
community outreach 
program hosting by 
the Bimnghamton 
Regional Sustain-
ability Coalition that 
connects you to local 
heating and cooling 
experts who offer the 
latest energy efficient 
technologies. In order 
for our community 
to become sustain-
able, we need to shift 
to a more sustainable 
energy source. We 
help residences and 
businesses alike to 
become more energy 
efficient, clean, and 
energy independent. 
Visit heatsmartsouth-

erntier.org for more 
information or to 
enroll for a free as-
sessment. 
ETM Solar Works 
Since 1988, ETM 
Solar Works has 
installed over 2 
megawatts of solar 
panels in New York, 
Pennsylvania, and 
New Jersey. That’s 
enough to power 
2000 homes! More 
recently, we have 
branched out to do 
even more in terms of 
sustainability, includ-
ing offering ductless 
heating and cooling, 
electric vehicle charg-
ing stations, battery 
storage solutions, and 
permeable pavement. 

Delaware River Solar 
Delaware River Solar 
is a solar company 
focused on build-
ing community solar 
projects throughout 
New York State. Our 
community solar 
farms bring green, 
renewable energy to 
residents and busi-
nesses while saving 
them money on their 
electric bills. We are 
currently building 
over 40 community 
solar farms through-
out the NYSEG and 
RGE electric service 
territories in West-
ern and Upstate New 
York through 2019 
and 2020. 

 BeEmpowered!
COME LEARN ABOUT HOME ENERGY ASSESSMENTS All the ways to go Solar from Rooftop  

to Subscription Community Shared Solar, NYSERDA sponsored Solar For All and HeatSmart

PRESENTERS
Cornell Co-Op Ext  

EILEEN HANRAHAN  

HEATSMART SOUTHERN TIER 

HAILLEY DELISLE

ETM SOLAR WORKS 

WENDY BARNUM

DELAWARE RIVER SOLAR 

JACKIE BURKE

Community Energy Adviser - Home Energy Assessment & Solar For All  
607-366-0833  |  eeh85@cornell.edu

Assistant Director, Clean Energy Programs - Heating and Cooling  
Efficiently Programs Sponsored by NYSERDA, 607-873-9220 Ext. 1  
hailley@heatsmartsoutherntier.org

Sales Manager - Rooftop Solar & Purchase Community Solar  
607-768-3739  |  wendy@etmsolar.com

Community Outreach Coordinator - No Cost Subscription Community Solar   
607-345-4816  |  jackie.burke@delawareriversolar.com

GERRI WILEY WILL BE ANSWERING ANY ESCO QUESTIONS

GUERNSEY MEMORIAL LIBRARY 
3 COURT STREET, NORWICH, NY 13815

NOV 13TH 
6:30 PM

BeEmpowered Before the Snow Flies! Clean energy workshops to be held 
across the region this October, November

Upcoming issues will contain more local sports, events, articles and much more! 
Please help us make this a great local resource for your community news! 

To submit content or subscribe, email chendelopost@gmail.com or visit us at chendelopost.com
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10th Annual Unadilla Rotary Autumn Fest
at Covered Bridge Farms

Church Service started the days festivities at 10 am in front of the Sap House at the Johnson Farm

Corn hole tournament 

Animal Adventure shows off different animals to locals

Entering the corn maze
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10th Annual Unadilla Rotary Autumn Fest
at Covered Bridge Farms

Pony Rides 

Pumpkin Painting 

Fiber spinning demonstration

Kids having a good time on hay bales and climbing
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CDO Workforce high-
lights services to bring 
awareness
Oneonta, NY – The 
purpose of National 
Disability Employment 
Awareness Month is to 
educate about disability 
employment issues and 
celebrate the many and 
varied contributions of 
America’s workers with 
disabilities. This year’s 
theme is “The Right 
Talent, Right Now.”
Workplaces welcom-
ing of the talents of 
all people, including 
people with disabilities, 
are a critical part of our 
efforts to build an in-
clusive community and 
strong economy. In this 
spirit, CDO Workforce 
is recognizing National 
Disability Employment 
Awareness Month this 
October to raise aware-
ness about disability 
employment issues and 
celebrate the contribu-
tions of people with 
disabilities. 
For job seekers with 
a disability, CDO 
Workforce can pro-
vide on-going support 
and disability services 
resources including 
informational work-

shops, job placement, 
job retention, benefits 
counseling, and career 
guidance. CDO Work-
force also provides 
comprehensive services 
that focus on assisting 
out-of-school youth 
with disabilities in the 
Chenango, Delaware 
and Otsego area. 
For Businesses who 
would like more infor-
mation about hiring 
workers with disabili-
ties, CDO Workforce 
offers a wealth of 
information, resources 
and supports, includ-
ing information about 
incentives and dis-
ability inclusion, and 
why hiring people with 
disabilities is “good 
business.”
On Friday, October 11, 
2019, CDO Workforce 
is co-sponsoring a free 
seminar: Autism in the 
Workplace. The Semi-
nar will cover what the 
Autism Spectrum is, 
how it may present in 
the workplace, on-
boarding and retention 
best practices, review 
of possible accommo-
dations, and addressing 
stigma and false as-
sumptions about Au-

tism. Presenter: Janine 
Kruiswijk, Executive 
Director of the Autism 
Society of the Greater 
Capital Region. Doors 
Open at 8:30am – Pro-
gram 9am – Noon, at 
Springbrook’s Oneonta 
Community Campus, 
5588 State Highway 7, 
in Oneonta. Register in 
advance at otsegodela-
warejsec@gmail.com
As the local Chenango, 
Delaware and Ot-
sego area American 
Job Center partner, 
there is never a charge 
for CDO Workforce 
services-- to busi-
nesses or job seekers. 
More information can 
be found about CDO 
Workforce services and 
supports by going to 
the disability-related 
pages For Businesses 
and For Job Seekers at 
www.cdoworkforce.
org and the CDO 
Workforce Disability 
Employment Initiative 
Facebook page https://
www.facebook.com/
CDOWorkforceDEI / 
@CDOWorkforceDEI .

October is National Disability 
Employment Awareness Month

Both of our regional 
stamp clubs, the Tri-
County Stamp Club 
and the Leatherstock-
ing Stamp Club of 
Cooperstown are 
hosting its 8th Annual 
Stamp and Postcard 
Show in Oneonta on 
Saturday, October 
19that the Quality Inn 
(formerly the Holiday 
Inn).  The show will be 
from the hours of 10 
AM and 4 PM.  Both 
stamp clubs have had 
their roots going back 
as far as 1934.  The 
Tri-County Stamp Club 
served the Tri-Town 
area for years as it had 
members from Sid-
ney, Unadilla, Sidney 
Center, Deposit, Nor-
wich and Bainbridge 
over the years.  The 
Tri-County Stamp Club 
had hosted numerous 
stamp shows every 5 
years while members 
of a conglomerate of 
stamp clubs in the 
central region of New 
York State. It now 
collaborates with one 
of the few remaining 
stamp clubs in this part 
of New York State.
The two stamp clubs 
have been hosting the 
Stamp and Postcard 
Show in the Oneonta 
in the hope of con-
tinuing the hobby of 

philately as well as post 
card collecting in the 
region. Both clubs are 
hopeful of recruiting 
new members.  The 
show also serves as an 
opportunity whereby 
collectors can look over 
philatelic material as 
well and an array of 
postcards to add to col-
lections.  Bob Finnegan 
of the Tri-County 
Stamp Club mentioned 
that a SUCO history 
student found stamp 
material and postcards 
that became part of a 
project she had been 
working on a few years 
ago.  George Mingle 
of Cape Vincent in the 
Alexandria Bay area 
of the state has post-
cards available from 
the many towns and 
villages of New York 
among other areas of 
the country. If you are 
on the lookout for some 
vintage postcards, 
George Mingle may 
have that one postcard 
that brings back memo-
ries of your youth.  
Stamp dealers from 
Fort Plain, Syracuse 
and  Delancey will be 
in attendance. Anyone 
having philatelic mate-
rial and would like to 
learn a bit more about 
what they actually have 
will also be helped.

Planning for the show 
started earlier this year.  
It is hoped that any 
“closet collectors” or 
collectors who want to 
see the available stamp 
material that will be 
on display can add to 
their respective collec-
tions.  For those just 
wanting to start a new 
hobby, the local clubs 
will have much mate-
rial for the beginning 
collectors as well.  . 
Youth under 12 will 
receive free stamps 
as well. The Leather-
stocking Club also has 
material dealing with 
baseball and its part in 
the hobby of stamp col-
lecting.  Youth work-
ing on merit badges 
with stamp collecting 
as their purpose can 
certainly get material 
to aid them in securing 
a badge.
There is no admission 
fee and parking at the 
Quality Inn on Route 
23 is also free. Any-
one needing additional 
information can con-
tact Bob Finnegan at 
rfinnegan@stny.rr.com  
Anyone who may be 
interested in participat-
ing or joining a local 
stamp club can contact 
Mr. Finnegan at the 
same email address.

Local Stamp Clubs Hosting Stamp 
and Postcard Show
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PoLitics

ONEONTA, 
 -- State Senator James 
L. Seward (R/C/I/ – 
Oneonta) today com-
mented on the National 
Transportation Safety 
Board (NTSB) prelimi-
nary report regarding 
the Schoharie limou-
sine crash on October 
6, 2018:

 “As we approach the 
one-year anniversary 
of the heartbreaking 
limousine crash that 
claimed twenty lives 
in Schoharie County, 
it is imperative that we 

take definitive action 
to help prevent future 
tragedies.  The prelimi-
nary report from the 
NTSB offers several 
recommendations that 
must be implemented 
immediately, starting 
with more thorough 
inspections, and a 
requirement that all 
limo passengers wear a 
safety belt. 

“Families who lost 
loved ones deserve ac-
tion.  They have made 
it their mission to en-
sure others won’t have 

to experience the grief 
and pain they now live 
with.  While the state 
senate adopted a num-
ber of bills this past 
year, including a mea-
sure requiring the use 
of safety belts, a con-
sensus with the assem-
bly was not reached.  
There is no excuse to 
wait any longer.  The 
time is now to update 
our laws, enforce those 
already on the books, 
and improve limousine 
safety.”

STATEMENT FROM SENATOR SEWARD

Statement from Sena-
tor Fred Akshar on 
the Long Island Sen-
ate Democrats urging 
pipeline approval

“The hypocrisy of 
the six Long Island 
Senate Democrats is 
stunning. After taking 
their constituents for 
granted and passing 
their ‘historic’ Climate 
Leadership and Com-
munity Protection Act 
in Albany, they went 
home and advocated for 
a natural gas pipeline. 
What changed, Senator 
Kaminsky?

The simple fact is that 
these Long Island sena-
tors have manipulated 
their constituencies by 
standing on both sides 

of the issue. They say 
one thing on the Senate 
floor, claiming credit 
for ‘historic’ environ-
mental protection laws 
and then, when they’re 
back home in their re-
spective districts, pre-
tend to champion the 
pipeline. Their political 
self-preservation is on 
full display and this 
is another example of 
their complete lack of 
respect for the people 
they represent.

Here in the Southern 
Tier, we know the 
value of natural gas and 
how important it is for 
economic development. 
These downstate sena-
tors have protested nat-
ural gas development 
elsewhere throughout 

the state but urge the 
Executive and DEC to 
approve this economic 
driver to their commu-
nity. It’s a disgusting 
double standard and I 
hope New Yorkers will 
see it for what it is.

In light of the recent 
tragedy we saw in 
Broome County where 
an employee of the 
virtual pipeline system 
lost his life, it should 
be abundantly clear 
that the time for us to 
expand our natural gas 
pipeline infrastructure 
is now. Unlike my 
downstate colleagues, 
my position has never 
changed nor wavered 
based on shifting politi-
cal winds.“

Statement from Senator Fred Akshar

Rep. Antonio Delgado 
Announces October 
Mobile Office Hours

KINGSTON, NY — 
Each month, the office 
of U.S. Representative 
Antonio Delgado (NY-
19) hosts mobile office 
hours where constitu-
ents can meet with the 
Congressman’s staff 
and receive assistance 
with constituent ser-
vices. This can include 
any type of support 
with federal services, 
from organizations 
applying for grants, 
to seniors having is-
sues with their Social 
Security benefits, to 
veterans needing more 
information on VA 
services. In September, 
Delgado’s office held 
mobile office hours at 

locations in Dutchess, 
Greene, Montgomery, 
Otsego, Rensselaer, 
Schoharie and Dela-
ware counties and held 
farmers market mobile 
office hours over the 
summer at local mar-
kets throughout the 
district.

“My top priorities in 
Congress are serving 
you with accessibil-
ity, accountability and 
transparency. That’s 
why I’ve opened five 
district offices, held 
twenty-three town halls 
in the district, and cre-
ated in-district adviso-
ry committees focused 
on the priorities impor-
tant to NY-19 including 
Health Care, Veterans, 
Small Businesses, and 
Agriculture. I’m proud 
to announce mobile 

office hours with 
members of my staff in 
October to bring the re-
sources from my office 
closer to you.” Delgado 
continued, “There are 
a number of ways my 
office can help cut 
through red tape and 
resolve issues tied up in 
federal agencies. These 
mobile office hours are 
another great way to 
bring important infor-
mation and services 
directly to the com-
munities I represent.  
Last month my office 
enjoyed meeting new 
faces at mobile office 
hours. We are looking 
forward to meeting 
more folks in October 
— hope you’re able to 
come by!

Congressman Delgado visited Bassett’s School-
Based Heath Center at Sidney CSD 

on Tuesday, October 8th.
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LookinG back

Looking Back to October 6, 1993



              13 — Chen-Del-O Post — Wednesday, October 9,  2019

When the nature you have always known turns against you, the shock is 
terrifying. What starts out as an amusing evening turns into a battle for 

life… for Noah’s entire family!

No, it was not a strang-
er! Noah took a second 
look at the sleeper with 
Samantha in his arms. 
It was the young man 
Mitch had had with 
him, what was his 
name? Archet? Arthur? 
First name, Mike.
As if he had become 
aware of Noah’s scru-
tiny even in his sleep, 
Archer’s eyes opened 
and locked with his. He 
seemed wide-awake 
on the instant, alert 
and loosely coiled, the 
mark of an agent who 
had frequently been in 
the field. Disentangling 
himself gently from 
the sleeping child, he 
sat up with elaborate 
slowness, like a pan-
ther creeping up on a 
bondarra gourd, or one 
enemy letting the other 
know that he had no 
aggressive intentions, 
at least, for the mo-
ment.
The lion was padding 
around in Noah’s head 
again. He blinked. 
“What are you doing 
here?” His own voice 
sounded far away and 
faint.
The youngster looked 
down, and then looked 
up again, smiling a 
little wryly. “God 
called me.” He said it 
matter-of-factly, even 
deferentially, in exactly 
the same tone that one 
might remark that the 
garbage needed to be 
taken out, (but you 
don’t need to take it, 
I’ll do it) or the 3-phone 
was ringing (but I’ll be 
happy to get it if you 
don’t feel like getting 
up.)
Noah frowned and 
closed his eyes, sinking 
back onto something 
cool and pillowy. “Oh, 
no,” he moaned softly. 
“Not a Caller!”
He heard the sound of 
movement and then he 
felt the man’s hand on 
his forehead, firm and 
smooth. “It can’t be as 
bad as all that,” Archer 
joked. “You yourself 
said we’re only screwy, 
no threat to anybody.”
Noah groaned again, 
remembering what he 
had said to Mitch, right 
in front of the kid, not 
realizing he was one 
of them. “It’s not your 
fault.” He answered 
finally, assuming the 
same bantering tone. 
“You just haven’t lived 
long enough to know 
better.”
Mike laughed shortly. 
“Probably not. Any-
way, we’re here and 
we’re not leaving ‘til 

you don’t need us any-
more.”
“We?” Noah whis-
pered. “Who’s we?” 
He raised himself on 
one elbow and looked 
for Mitch, but no one 
else was in the room 
besides his sleep-
ing family, scattered 
here and there. His 
eyes swiveled back to 
Archer, who glanced 
down again.
“Mitch is dead.” he said 
softly. “The cabin was 
torched. Burned to the 
ground.”
Noah nodded once, so 
that his chin fell to his 
chest and his bowed 
head did not rise again. 
He wasn’t surprised 
or even sad, much. He 
found he didn’t have 
the energy to feel or 
react. He settled back 
down again, remem-
bering that Archer had 
mentioned friends with 
a car. That must be the 
‘we’. Much as he felt 
he ought to ask ques-
tions, find out facts, get 
a grip, he really didn’t 
want to talk any more 
right now. He wanted to 
go back to being dead. 
Nice and peaceful, 
death, as long as lions 
didn’t stalk around in 
his head.

When he woke the next 
time, life was more 
normal. There was 
someone bouncing up 
and down on his chest 
and a bundle of fur was 
purring on his pillow, 
half covering his face. 
He solved both prob-
lems by turning on his 
side, so that the cat fell 
down behind his back 
and the child squawked 
as he caught it halfway 
to the floor and began 
tickling it. ‘It’ turned 
out to be Cam, whose 
delight was vented in 
shrieking laughter. 
Noah looked around as 
he continued his assault 
and saw Martie up on 
one elbow, grinning at 
him. She was blotchy 
and disheveled but, 
as far as he was con-
cerned, she had never 
looked better.
Finally releasing Cam, 
who scrambled away 
giggling, Noah lay back 
down again, temporar-
ily discomfiting the cat. 
He found that he wore a 
clean nightshirt and for 
the first time wondered 
how long they had been 
ill and how much toil 
they had caused their 
rescuers. He remem-
bered the spoon and the 
swallowing. Feeding 
so many ill people at 

once and so painstak-
ingly must have been 
a monumental task, 
almost a non-stop labor 
from morning to night. 
And then there were 
other, more intimate 
chores that must have 
had to be done several 
times a day. Noah felt 
uncomfortable, real-
izing what a debt he 
owed to virtual strang-
ers. He glanced around 
but saw only the mem-
bers of his family. Sam 
was in a corner quietly 
drawing with paper 
and pencil. Cam still 
challenged him from 
a safe distance with a 
roguish glance out of 
the corner of one eye. 
Tyler was asleep on one 
mattress and Martie 
still watched him from 
the other.
“Where are they?” he 
asked her.
“Out looking to the 
animals,” she said. 
“They’ve been doing 
that every day.”
“How many….” He be-
gan and then stopped. 
He really didn’t feel up 
to learning how de-
pleted their stock might 
be. All that labor…. All 
those charming, idiotic, 
delightful creatures….
She continued to grin 
at him. “None.” She 
said simply. “We didn’t 
lose a single one. In 
fact, the leopardess had 
a litter of kittens the 
other day.”
As he gaped at her, 
hardly comprehend-
ing, she went on, “Rafi 
thinks that the virus 
was engineered just to 
attack humans.”
“How long…?” He 
began and then stopped 
again. How did Rafi…? 
Who was Rafi? Oh, 
yes, the drifter… Did 
that mean the other, the 
blue-eyed tramp was 
here, too? Were they 
the friends Archer had 
mentioned? If so, how 
did a pair of tramps 
come to have a car with 
which to spirit Mitch 
away?
He frowned, finding 
it suddenly disturb-
ing that these men 
seemed to have been 
hanging around, pos-
sibly keeping them 
under surveillance, 
for months. Surveil-
lance? For what? Was 
Archer really reliable, 
as Mitch had claimed? 
Or was Mitch’s trust 
misplaced? How 
could Archer know 
for certain that Mitch 
was truly dead, if the 
cabin had burned to 
the ground? (Unless, 

of course, he, Archer, 
had made sure of that 
before he himself had, 
as he put it, “torched” 
the place.) And how 
did Rafi know that the 
para-flies had carried 
a man-made virus? 
They must be agents. 
But whose?  And what 
possible interest could 
they have in him? Or 
Martie? Or The Boys? 
Or … and his eyes nar-
rowed…. Samantha?
Cam scuttled closer to 
Noah, daring him with 
his bright black eyes 
to reach out and grab 
an arm or a leg. Martie 
eyed him, still wait-
ing patiently for him 
to finish his question, 
but he had forgotten 
what it was. He shook 
his head. There were 
too many puzzles for 
his still groggy brain 
to sort. He felt a sud-
den longing to touch 
his wife. He sat up, 
stood gingerly and 
maneuvered around the 
mattresses on the floor 
until he reached the 
bed where she lay. Her 
arms came up and he 
came down, wrapping 
her in his. He came 
over her like a looming 
mountain in a reflect-
ing lake. She rose to 
him like an enveloping 
cloud streaming up the 
mountainside. Peace.
Cam crawled over and 
lay down beside them, 
having finally come 
to the conclusion that 
tickling time was over 
for the time being.

That’s how they were 
lying, fast asleep, when 
Rho came in from the 
yard. He stood there 
for a moment looking 
down at them. How 
strangely vulnerable 
they were. It seemed 
a shame really. Kappa 
Mu was his lumin and 
he was bound to obey, 
but it still struck him 
as a shame. If they 
had only died during 
the plague, everything 
would have been much 
easier - for them, espe-
cially. He shook him-
self slightly. Slogging 
was always a difficult 
pledge, but he must 
be particularly tired 
tonight, to be thinking 
such thoughts.
Hope I’m not going 
into a tucker, he 
thought. Shrugging it 
off after a moment, he 
wended his way into 
the kitchen and began 
to whip up another 
batch of mashed po-
tatoes, milk and jello, 
Rho’s favorite conva

lescent recipe, meljell, 
he called it.
Hey, nourishment was 
nourishment, wasn’t it?

In two days, the fam-
ily had moved back to 
their proper beds. In 
five, they were up and 
about, at least enough 
to sit up and watch 
the world from the 
window. The children 
seemed to bounce back 
more quickly and they 
were soon crawling, 
running and laugh-
ing all over the house. 
Luckily, (for Noah and 
Martie were not up 
to dealing with child 
levels of energy yet) the 
barley-gold, blue-eyed 
tramp, Gabe? (yes, that 
was his name) herded 
them together and 
took them off to play, 
upstairs or downstairs, 
for several hours at a 
time, which gave them 
a much-needed break.
“I don’t want to go 
play,” whined Sam one 
afternoon from the 
kitchen chair, where 
she had taken up her 
post. “Well, we are,” 
Gabe replied gaily, 
hopping up and down 
with Cam on his back. 
Tyler toddled happily 
after him. “Well, I’m 
not!” said Sam, sliding 
down to sit on the floor 
for emphasis.
Unseen behind her, 
Archer came up on 
silent feet. He put both 
hands on either side 
of her shoulders and 
lifted her gently to her 
feet. She struggled, 
trying to wrench away, 
but he held her inflex-
ibly, with a gentle, 
non-bruising strength 
that only Noah could 
appreciate. Then he 
bent down and whis-
pered something in her 
ear. The fight suddenly 
went out of her and 
she stood stock still, 
while a single tear 
rolled down her cheek. 
“Come on!” cried Gabe 
at the door, as gaily 
impatient as ever, as if 
nothing had happened 
out of the ordinary, and 

Sam trailed slowly after 
them.
“Now what was that all 
about?” asked Martie 
amusedly. She was 
sitting at the kitchen 
table, trying, unsuc-
cessfully, to read a 
book.
Noah frowned. Six 
days of attentive nurs-
ing had abated his sus-
picions, but not erased 
them. He now realized 
that anyone might 
have surmised from 
the broadcasts that the 
disease had been man-
made. So Rafi’s remark 
seemed harmless. But 
Noah’s other questions 
remained. And there 
was that one glimpse 
he had had of Mike 
asleep with Saman-
tha in his arms. If the 
blackest possibility in 
his mind were true, it 
would explain the eerie 
influence that Archer 
seemed to have over 
the child.
“What’s the mat-
ter with you?” Mar-
tie asked suddenly. 
“You don’t seem to 
like Arch, or to trust 
any of them. I know 
they’re drifters, and 
you probably were just 
being careful before, 
but hasn’t what they’ve 
done for us changed 
your mind at all?”
Her words confused 
Noah for a second be-
fore he realized that, of 
course, she didn’t know 
about his midnight en-
counter with Mitch and 
Archer. “I’ve just got 
questions, that’s all,” he 
muttered. “Like where 
did they come from and 
why did they stop and 
what made them take a 
month out of their lives 
for a family they don’t 
even know.”
The next installment 
will appear next week. 
If you can’t wait, this 
story is available for 
free on Kindle Unlim-
ited or for only $2.99 
on Kindle. (Reviews 
are very welcome, if 
you want to leave one 
after finishing the 
book.)
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