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Seward, Crouch legis-
lation creating Sidney 
Veterans’ Memorial 
Highway signed into law

ONEONTA, 10/29/19 
– A portion of New 
York State Route 8 in 
Delaware County will be 
named the Sidney Veter-
ans’ Memorial Highway 
under legislation signed 
into law today.  The bill 
(S.6377/A.8223) spon-
sored by Senator James 
L. Seward (R/C/I-Oneon-
ta) and Assemblyman 
Clifford W. Crouch (R-
Bainbridge) pays tribute 
to all veterans who have 
sacrificed and served our 
country. 

Senator James L. Seward 

said, “Our veterans 
are true heroes and it 
is always an honor to 
recognize their service 
and sacrifice to our na-
tion.  Sidney, like many 
of the villages and towns 
I represent has a spe-
cial relationship with its 
veterans and this new 
highway designation 
will further enhance that 
bond.  I look forward to 
seeing the new signs and 
hope they remind every-
one of the valor, courage, 
and heroism all veterans 
exhibit in service to our 
nation.  Thanks to Gov-
ernor Cuomo for signing 
this legislation into law.”
Assemblyman Clifford 
W. Crouch said, “I am 
very happy to see the 

governor sign legislation 
today naming a section 
of Route 8 the ‘Sidney 
Veterans’ Memorial 
Highway.   Our veterans 
and their families make 
so many sacrifices for 
us, it is important we 
continue to support them 
and honor them in any 
way we can. It has been 
a privilege to carry this 
legislation in the Assem-
bly that will commemo-
rate the brave souls from 
our communities who 
so selflessly served our 
country. I want to thank 
the governor for taking 
swift action and signing 
this into law.”

The legislation sponsored 
by Senator Seward and 

Assemblyman Crouch 
designates a portion of 
New York State Route 
8 running to the newly 
developed Sidney Vet-
erans’ Memorial Park as 

the “Sidney Veterans’ 
Memorial Highway.”

The Village of Sidney 
requested the special 
highway designation.

A formal sign installa-
tion will be scheduled in 
cooperation with the New 
York State Department of 
Transportation at a later 
date.

STATE HIGHWAY TO BE NAMED IN HONOR OF SIDNEY VETERANS
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Healthcare insurance ques-
tions and concerns addressed 
at a Coffee Hour hosted by 
Trackside Diner, 88 Main 
Street, Sidney on Monday, 
Nov. 4.  Mike McFee from 

UnitedHealthcare Medicare 
Solutions will be in atten-
dance 9 to 10 a.m. All are 
welcome.

LocaL

Community 
Calander

Send us your local events to 
chendelopost@gmail.com to 

have your event on our calander

SIDNEY-The Rotary Club of 
Sidney is holding their annual 
gift basket raffle through Fri-
day, November 22. Rotarians 
have put together a variety of  
themed gift baskets for holiday 
giving or a gift for yourself.  
Many of the baskets will be 
featuring  Sidney Main Street 
businesses with products and 
gift certificates.
The baskets will be on dis-
play with tickets available 
October 28 through Novem-
ber 1st  at Community Bank, 
Union Street, from  November 

4   thru November 8 at NBT 
Bank, Division Street , Great 
American, Sidney Plaza from 
November 11 to 15 and SFCU, 
Union Street from  November 
18  until November 22.
The raffle drawings will be 
held at the  Rotary Clubs an-
nual harvest dinner on Monday, 
November 25 at Club 55, Union 
Street Sidney.

Social will be at 5:30  pm with 
dinner at  6:30  pm.   You do 
not need be present to win.

GILBERTSVILLE-
Election Day, 
Tuesday, Novem-
ber 5 will be a 
Soup and Sand-
wich Luncheon 
and Lasagna 
Dinner held at the 
Gilbertsville Bap-
tist Church, New 
Life Fellowship 
Hall.

The Soup and 
Sandwich Lun-
cheon will be 
served from 11:30 

am to 1 pm fea-
turing a variety of 
soups, chili and 
sandwiches with 
homemade pie for 
dessert.

The Lasagna din-
ner will be served 
from 5 to 6:30 
pm with tossed 
salad, bread and 
assorted desserts.  
Takeouts available 
for both meals.

WESTVILLE-The annual 
meeting of the Otsego Coun-
ty Fair Association, Inc  will 
be held on Saturday, No-
vember  2 at the Westville 
Grange Hall in Westville.  
The business meeting will 
begin at 1 pm.  The purpose 
of the meeting will be to 
elect five directors, to re-
ceive reports of the officers 
and superintendents of the 
various departments for the 
Fair held  July 30 through 
August 4. To transact any 

and all such business as 
may, properly be brought be-
fore the meeting which will 
include recommendations 
for a bylaw change. 

All stockholders of record 
as of October 3, 2019 will be 
eligible to vote and all stock-
holders have received mail-
ing with  ballot  and bylaw 
changes. 

The slate of directors for a 
three year term are as fol-

lows: Lisa Jones of Milford, 
Michael Crane of New Lis-
bon, Steve Koren of Rose-
boom, Becky Jackson of 
New Berlin, Hank Rehrman 
of Morris, Zack Proskine 
of Gilbertsville and Peter 
Hemendinger of Esperance.

Ballots are to be brought to 
the annual meeting or mail 
by October 25 or earlier so 
as to reach the Morris ad-
dress not later than Novem-
ber 1, 2019

UNADILLA-The Otsego County Senior Meal served at the 
Unadilla Neighborhood Apartments, Clifton St., Unadilla, 

will be on Wednesday, October 30 at noon.

The meal will be pasta and meat balls, garlic roll, Italian 
green beans and mousse for dessert. Beverage included with 

meal.

All seniors 60 and older and non-seniors are welcome.  You 
do not need to be a resident of the apartments. Call 369-2787 

by Monday, October 28   to make a reservation.

 Annual Meeting of the 
Otsego County Fair Association

GILBERTSVILLE-The Major’s Inn 
annual holiday bazaar will be held 

on Friday, November 8 and Saturday, 
November 9 from 10 am to 4 pm 

both days.  Many wonderful gifts and 
handmade items will be available for 

gift giving.   Lunch will be avail-
able both days. The Major’s Inn is 

located on NY State Hwy 51 with all 
proceeds going towards the ongoing 

restoration of the Inn.
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cheerfuL ProsPect

By Alicia Marsland 
Geromel

Greene american LeGion news
The Greene Legion 
Post has some very 
important activities 
coming in November
with a Staff Meeting 
on Oct 30, the No-
vember Post meeting 
on Nov 4, the special 
Veteran’s Service at the 
Congregational Church 
on Veteran’s Day 
Night, the hosting of 
the Chenango County 
Legion Organization on 
Nov 12,and the collect-
ing of grave flags from 
cemeteries starting at 
9AM on November 16 
at Sylvan Lawn Cem-
etery followed by the 
retirement of the flags 
at the new retirement 
site on the Catholic 
Church grounds. Any 
in the community are 
welcomed  to these
activities. Outside of 
Greene Broome County 
has a 9 days of activi-
ties honoring Veter-
ans preceding before 
Veterans Day. Check 
the STVSG website for 
details. On Nov 10 Tri 
Town Opera is having 

the opera “ We Shall 
Find Peace” honoring 
veterans and all who 
served. Please call us 
at 607-431-8286 if you 
have any questions. If 
there is a death and or 
request for a military
presence at a funeral 
or committal of a local 
veteran please contact
Commander Larry 
Bourque at 656-9047.

If you have a ques-
tion about the Post, 
donations, activities, 
and or want to buy 
items(Flags-grave 
markers, branch 
cups,etc), call us at 
or drop a note at our 
PO Box 149 Greene, 
NY 13778. All official 
business should go 
to our mail box. Also 
please put tattered 
flags in the lectern we 
have on the S Canal St 
entrance to the Greene 
library. Please check 
the  STVSG.org web 
page and our Greene 
Legion web page for 
veteran activities  in the 

area. If you have a vet-
eran, widow, or active 
duty military member 
(Guard-Reserve-Active) 
in need of help, please 
call any of the follow-
ing groups:  Veterans 
Crisis Line 1-800-273-
8255, Binghamton Vet 
Center 772-2393, VA 
Outreach Center 772-
9100, County Outreach
Officer 724-1299, 
Southern Tier Veterans 
Support Group 205-
8332, Post Chaplain,
or other questions J 
Koopman. A whole ad-
ditional list of support 
services are available 
in a pamphlet put out 
by the Southern Tier 
American Red Cross.
Copies are at the 
Greene Library.  If 
a vet or their family 
needs quick help
please contact Southern 
Tier Veterans STVSG.

Please take time on 
Nov 11 to at least say a 
prayer or take 11 min-
utes of silence to Think 
about what veterans 

have sacrificed for our 
freedom. In the Korean 
War the communists 
tried to brainwash our 
captured troops. Brain-
washing is to change a 
person’s basic beliefs 
with another idea usu-
ally bad. America
was founded on loving 
Judeo  Christian princi-
ples and a democratic- 
republican form of gov-
ernment. Our military 
Forces( all races, all 
sexes, all religions)
served so that freedom 
non totalitarianism 
could be had. Our vet-
erans did what was the 
right thing to do often 
at the cost of their own 
lives. Isn’t it a shame
some of our own politi-
cians and educators are 
trying  to rewrite his-
tory. On Veterans Day 
I am going to try to lis-
ten to Lee Greenwood’s 
song “Proud To Be
An American” and I 
will salute the flag

This week’s Hero of Greene is Wil-
lard Smith. He was born in 1922 in 

Sherburne.

He entered the US Army in Jan 1943 
and attended the AAF Technical 

Training
School for aircraft armament. He 
served in battles or campaigns in 

Northern France, the Rhineland, and 
Rome-Arno. He received the follow-

ing decorations:
European-Africa-Middle Eastern 

ribbon, the Victory Medal, the Good 
Conduct Medal and the Asiatic-
Pacific theatre campaign ribbon. 

He was discharged in Jan 1946 and 
reached the rank of PFC. Greene 

and America are grateful to Willard 
and his family for their dedication to 

America’s freedom.

Someone on Quora 
basically asked why it 
is socially acceptable to 
be cruel, as in killing 
animals for food (he 
called it murder) And 
governments killing 
civilians Open paren-
theses in war I assume.) 
Here is my answer:

There are so many pos-
sible ways to answer 
your question. One 
would be “you seri-
ously think that human 
beings are going to do 
what makes sense?“ Or 
another: “welcome to 
the real world (which is 
by nature cruel). After 
all, animals eat animals 
much more cruelly than 
we do. The writer said 
’Nature is red in tooth 
and claw.’”

Or a third: “Go to any 
kindergarten when 
the teacher isn’t pres-
ent and observe for 10 
minutes to see what 
mayhem ensues. Gov-
ernments don’t make 
people kill people.“

But I am going to be 
a little bit more re-
spectful than that, 
even though all those 
answers are true. 
Of course you think 
people should behave 
better. We all do. Most 
children, when they 
first discover what 
meat is, are horrified. 
The same with war. 

But they get over it, 
because we cannot live 
in a state of perpetual 
shock and horror. Some 
people even defend 
these things. But the 
fact is, vegans are not 
all that healthy and we 
do need meat. Even 
if vegan eating gave 
you all your nutrients, 
most people wouldn’t 
stick to it, (especially if 
someone tried to force 
them in order to ‘save 
the planet.’) Likewise, 
when someone else 
attacks your village 
or your country, you 
aren’t going to roll over 
and be dead… Not if 
you can help it!

So it is socially accept-
able because it is neces-
sary. I could wish that 
we had more humane 
slaughtered meat but 
we still have the option 
to visit a farm for better 
and kinder meat as well 
as the choice (and it’s 
growing) in the grocery 
stores to buy humanely 
killed meat. I think 
eventually most people 
will opt for that. Even 
in such a future, in the 
case of necessity, we 
will take meat killed 
any which way. (But 
not happily, perhaps.)

This leaves war and 
crime and atrocity. 
What it leaves is actu-
ally what people used 
to call ’sin’. Any child 
100 years ago could’ve 
told you that. However, 
even in churches nowa-

days, very few people 
teach what ‘centers’. (i 
tried to say ‘what sin 
is’.) My poor talk to 
text doesn’t even know 
‘what‘s in is’. LOL. 
Sent is … Cut it out, 
talk to text!… Sin is 
the tendency in human 
beings to do what is 
wrong. ‘Soon’ is also 
whatever we do that is 
wrong, I mean, Cine 
… SIN is that tendency 
and the results. SI 
am… I am not kidding, 
now it won’t even let 
me spell it… So I guess 
I’ll just call it “this 
thing“. (Apparently, it 
is even more socially 
inacceptable to say this 
word than to plan to 
commit a murder by 
texting.)

If you don’t like reli-
gious talk, then stop 
reading now and resign 
yourself to never know-
ing this. Because the 
only explanation for 
what you want to know 
is religious. Social 
scientists think they 
can both explain and 
prevent it but they have 
been trying for almost 
the same hundred years 
with no success… in 
fact, in many cases, 
with millions more 
people dead, as with 
Communism, which is 
basically a big social 
science experiment 
that has never worked. 
The reason it has never 
worked is this THING.

One religion blames 

this thing on the ‘fact’ 
that we are all illusions 
and don’t know it. Then 
there is the gnostic 
theory that the world is 
basically evil and was 
created by an inferior 
God in competition 
with the real God. 
Another religion says a 
curious woman opened 
the forbidden box and 
all the evils of the 
world flew out. In this 
story of pagan Greece, 
the woman really was 
blamed, whereas the 
Bible is accused of it 
without truth.

In fact, in the Bible, 
both Adam and Eve 
were held responsible, 
and Adam more so, 
because he should’ve 
been at least involved 
in the conversation 
with the snake and 
he might’ve made the 
difference. Where was 
he? No one knows. He 
might’ve left Eve alone 
to go play with the 
animals. He might have 
stood there dumb and 
stupid and let Eve take 
the blame for what he 
also wanted.

in any case, philosophi-
cally speaking, what 
is being said here is 
that we human be-
ings (Not necessarily a 
literal Adam and Eve. 
They may be symbolic 
people. Maybe they 
were literally named 
that, maybe it was a 
whole group of people, 
real or symbolic) in any 

case, in this view, hu-
mankind is responsible 
for the entrance of this 
thing into the world be-
cause we were disobe-
dient and greedy. And 
this was completely 
blameworthy because 
at that point we had no 
tendency to do wrong 
and chose completely 
freely.

Practically speaking, 
the effect of this thing 
is … That you may 
make great efforts to 
do the right thing at all 
times, but not everyone 
is going to do that. The 
more people who make 
this effort, even with-
out complete success, 
the better the society 
we have; the fewer 
people who do it, the 
more chaos. You can as 
a country be perfectly 
peaceful, and if some 
other country wants 
what you have and 
is less well behaved 
than you, you will find 
yourself in the middle 
of a war where both 
sides do terrible things.

So, you see, you might 
as well accept it, even 
if it isn’t acceptable. 
What you must NOT 
do is blame some other 
group of people for 
evil! We all have this 
weakness, this ten-
dency to do wrong, and 
so we are all partially 
to blame. I think one 
of the reasons that the 
word for this thing (sin) 
is somewhat banned 

and certainly made fun 
of, is because it’s easier 
to factionalize people 
and turn them ‘gainst 
each other when they 
blame each other for 
bad things that happen 
and are done. Some 
people know that this 
is the way to power. So 
they don’t want us to 
know about this thing 
and be understanding, 
compassionate and for-
giving to those whom 
we disagree with and 
even those who have 
done wrong (as we, too, 
have done wrong if not 
necessarily in such a 
big way.)

So remember this 
word! Whatever way 
SIN came into the 
world, it is here and we 
are all partly to blame 
for it.

Oops! I forgot to men-
tion that some people 
think religion is to 
blame for all of the sin 
in the world …. Which 
makes no sense at all 
(explaining this thing 
and warning people 
about it is not the same 
as making it happen) 
but this stupid theory 
keeps people from 
turning to religion to 
learn anything useful, 
(like that we ought to 
treat each other with 
compassion because we 
are all at fault.)
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obituaries

“I was having trouble finding  
a ride to my medical and dental  

appointments. Then I heard  
about Getthere.”

Need a ride? Call 1-855-373-4040

To place an 
obituary 

or 
memorial 

email
chendelopost@gmail.com

or 
vist

chendelopost.com

Janet McKown
Janet McKown of 
Unadilla passed away 
peacefully on Monday, 
Oct. 28, 2019 at the 
Chenango Memorial 
Hospital Senior Living 
Center. She was 101.  
Janet was the daughter 
of Pearl Gilbert and 
Raymond Seager. She 
was predeceased by 
her 2 husbands, Rob-
ert Eppler and Donald 
C McKown, and her 
grandson Kevin Da-
vis. Janet is survived 
by 2 daughters, Joan 
Davis(Richard) of Nor-
wich and Bobette Van 
Cott of Indian Harbour 
Beach, Florida. Also 
there are 4 grandchil-
dren Karen, Dusty, Ra-
chel and Jill, along with 
11 great grandchildren.  
Janet led a long and 
happy life. She loved 
people and talking to 
them. She was an avid 
bridge player, loved to 
read, enjoyed travel, 
took many cruises and 
spent many wonderful 
winters at her home in 
Florida. Also she was 
active in community 
clubs and activities. 
Janet held member-
ships in the Unadilla 

Women’s Club, local 
Republican committee, 
Friends of the Library 
and was involved with 
the local Humane So-
ciety.
The family appreciates 
and would like to thank 
the staff at CMH Nurs-
ing Center for the many 
years of kind care they 
provided Janet.
Memorial Services will 
be held at the Westcott-
Madden Funeral Home, 
123 Main Street in Un-
adilla on Sat. at 11 a.m. 
Rev. Barb Green will 
officiate. Burial will be 
held at the convenience 
of the family. The fam-
ily will receive friends 
at the Westcott-Madden 
Funeral Home on Sat. 
from 10 to 11 a.m. prior 
to the service. In lieu of 
flowers, memorial con-
tributions may be made 
to the Sidney Memorial 
Public Library 8 River 
St. Sidney, NY 13838 
or the Delaware Valley 
Humane Society POB 
182 Sidney, NY 13838.  
Online condolences 
may be made at: www.
wmaddenfh.com.

Marjorie Wickes 
Dean, 86 of Sidney, 
formerly of Mason-
ville passed away on 
October 26, 2019.
She was born June 
23, 1933, daughter of 
the late Wilton and 
Margaret (Wickes) 
Wickes in Cohoes, 
NY.
Marge graduated 
from Sidney High 
School with the Class 
of 1951. She married 
Ernest R. Dean on 
September 27, 1953 
in Masonville. He 
predeceased her on 
September 4, 1995.
Marjorie enjoyed 
family gatherings, 
cooking, baking, 
camping, and trips 
to Myrtle Beach, 
tending to her flower 
beds, attending her 
grandchildren activi-
ties and serving her 
church.
She was a member of 
the Masonville Feder-

ated Church, a Cub 
Scout den mother and 
a 4-H member.
Marge is survived by 
her children – Jeffrey 
and Priscilla Dean, 
Ellen and Kenneth 
Howard, Gregory and 
Beth Dean
Grandchildren – 
Benjamin, Erica and 
Dean
As well as being 
Grandma Dean 
to many children 
through the years.
Sisters – Janet and 
Donald RePaal and 
Claudia Bowen
Sisters-in-law – Sha-
ron Wickes, Alice 
Sloan and Louise 
Dean
Brother-in-law – Ar-
thur DuMond
Many nieces, neph-
ews and cousins
She was also prede-
ceased by Brothers, 
Wilton (Bill), Frank 
and Paul and Sisters 
Jane, Margaret and 

Marjorie Wickes Dean

Barbara.
Friends may call 
Tuesday, October 29, 
2019 from 6-8 PM at 
CH Landers Funeral 
Chapel 21 Main St. 
Sidney, NY 13838
Funeral services will 
be held Wednesday, 
October 30, at 11:00 
am at CH. Landers 
Funeral Chapel with 
Rev. Benjamin Shaw 
officiating.
Burial will follow in 

Masonville Cemetery
Memorial contribu-
tions may be made to 
the Masonville Feder-
ated Church PO Box 
279 Masonville, NY 
13804
Condolences and 
memories may be 
shared online at 
www.landersfh.com
Arrangements are 
under the direction of 
C.H. Landers Funeral 
Chapel, Sidney, NY
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Upcoming issues will contain more local sports, events, articles and much more! 

Please help us make this a great local resource for your community news! 

To submit content or subscribe, email chendelopost@gmail.com or visit us at chendelopost.com

Our local chapter of 
Dollars for Scholars 
would like to invite 
you to participate in 
a brand new event for 
students from Afton 
and Bainbridge-
Guilford schools.  
We are facilitating 
a Career Expo so 
that our students can 
investigate the many 
career options in our 
area.  Students of all 

ages will be welcome 
to attend.  The event 
will take place on 
November 6th from 6 
until 7:30 p.m. at the 
Greenlawn Elemen-
tary School.
We would love it 
if your organiza-
tion could set up an 
informational table 
and/or activity that 
would help students 
understand what is 

involved in working 
within a specific field 
or discipline.  Ide-
ally, it would include 
some hands-on ac-
tivities and informa-
tion with take-away 
suggestions for career 
success.  Please re-
member that students 
could potentially vary 
in age from young el-
ementary students to 
the high school level.

We are excited to 
help our schools and 
communities show 
our students the vast 
amount of career op-
portunities that are 
available in our area. 
We really hope you 
will be able to join us 
for a fun-filled and 
exciting evening.
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On November 8th and 
9th, the Gilbertsville-
Mt. Upton Central 
School Drama Club is 
presenting their 2019 
musical, The Ad-
dams Family, based 
on the characters of 
Charles Addams’s 
comic strip, which 
evolved into a 1960s 
sitcom and eventually 
two movies. GMU 
is known for a string 
of highly praised 
musicals. This year’s 
production is likely to 
be a crowd pleaser as 
well; Time Out web-
site said of the Broad-
way production that it 
was a “megamusical 
that celebrates anti-
social behavior and 
schadenfreude.” This 
comedic production 
puts a theatrical spin 
on the original comic 
strip and television 
show. With a book 
by Marshall Brick-
man and Rick Elice, 
and music and lyrics 
by Andrew Lippa, 
the story is set in the 
Addams family’s 
gothic manor in the 
middle of Central 
Park. The Addams 
live by a ghoulish 
set of values, where 
pain is enjoyable and 
gloom is something 
to be celebrated. But 
what happens when 
the perfectly normal 
Beineke family enters 
their lives? 
Gomez and Morticia 
Addams (played by 
Gavin Bonczkowski 
and Anika Chris-

tensen) are fero-
ciously proud of their 
vampiric extended 
family. What they 
don’t know, however, 
is that their eighteen 
year old daughter 
Wednesday (Kacie 
Turnbull) has fallen 
in love with Lucas 
Beineke (Tait Chris-
tensen), a college 
student from Ohio. 
She reveals to her fa-
ther that she plans to 
marry Lucas, but her 
condescending moth-
er can’t know until 
after the families get 
to know each other. 
Wednesday invites 
Lucas and his par-
ents, Alice and Mal 
(Emily Hammond 
and Isaiah Stockdale) 
over for dinner. She 
prepares frantically, 
trying to keep her ob-
stinate brother Pugs-
ley (Hannah Boncz-
kowski), her bizarre 
Grandma Addams 
(Kailah Davis), and 
her boisterous Uncle 
Fester (Maya Farwell) 
under control. All the 
while insisting that 
Morticia (who hates 
secrets) shouldn’t 
know about her mar-
riage engagement. 
Although, the 
Beinekes aren’t too 
stable themselves. 
When zombie-like 
butler Lurch (Brack-
on Banks) opens the 
door for them, it’s 
revealed that Alice 
is an aggressively 
happy-go-lucky poet, 
and her husband is 

an indifferent pes-
simist. Pandemonium 
ensues. Gomez and 
Morticia attempt to 
acquaint themselves 
with the Ohioan cou-
ple by showing them 
their torture cham-
bers and pictures 
of their monstrous 
relatives. Wednesday 
goes off with Lucas, 
and tries to figure out 
how to tell her mother 
she’s getting mar-
ried. Pugsley, upset 
that his sister should 
be getting married, 
steals a poison from 
his grandma to make 
Wednesday turn into 
the worst version of 
herself. At dinner, 
Alice accidentally 
takes the potion and 
has a breakdown on 
the table over her 
deteriorating mar-
riage to Mal. As the 
dinner progresses, 

Fester attempts to use 
the Addams’s ghostly 
ancestors (Ariana 
Cornell, Avriel Cor-
rell, Kaleigh Gee, 
Natalie Raymond, 
Tavian Raymond, 
Alyssa Sorochinsky, 
Ella Stockdale, and 
Lindsay Turnbull) to 
bring the chaotically 
divided family back 
together. 
The Addams Fam-
ily consists of en-
ergetic songs and 
choreography, and is 
riddled with sharp, 
witty humor. The 
show begins with a 
spirited overture that 
riffs on the original 
television show’s 
theme, followed by 
the lively (or more 
accurately, “deadly”) 
opening number 
“When You’re an 
Addams,” a six and a 
half minute introduc-

tion to the Addams’s 
lifestyle, as well as 
the cast’s singing and 
dancing skills. The 
show features excit-
ing major ensemble 
pieces, such as “One 
Normal Night” and 
“Full Disclosure,” 
but the real draw are 
the many solos and 
duets showcasing the 
actors’ vocal skills, 
such as Wednesday’s 
“Pulled,” Alice’s 
“Waiting,” Morticia’s 
“Just Around the 
Corner,” and Gomez’s 
“Not Today”. 
The show is directed 
by Nathan Sloan and 
Anne Monaco. Cho-
reography is by Tyler 
Lindsley, who will 
also be managing 
technology with as-
sistance from Kendra 
Hammond, Emma 
Peck, and Mason 
Prentice. The stage is 
managed by Airyana 
Wright and the crew 
will consist of Alexis 
Clement, Kallie Cole, 
Brendon Eastman, 
Barbara Fletcher, 
Emma Peck, Lauren 
Radwan, and Mor-
gan Williams. Cos-
tumes are created and 
managed by Carrie 
D’Amato and Jackie 
Turnbull. Artwork is 
overseen by Ashley 
Hughes, and set is by 
John Turnbull. The 
pit orchestra will be 
conducted by Wil-
liam Gilchrest, and 
will consist of Win-
nie Sortman, Cheryl 
Ernst, Anne Monaco, 
Joel Perkosky, Matt 

Oram, Becky Sa-
bin, Stephen Sabin, 
Matt Downey, Sean 
Degan, and Todd 
Loucks. The drama 
club itself is advised 
by Jennifer McDow-
all. Officers of the 
drama club are Emily 
Hammond (presi-
dent), Anika Chris-
tensen (vice presi-
dent), Ella Stockdale 
(secretary), Kallie 
Cole (treasurer), and 
Gavin Bonczkowski 
(Student Council rep-
resentative). Thanks 
to Theatrical Rights 
Worldwide for grant-
ing us the rights to 
this production. Spe-
cial thanks to all the 
families involved for 
helping with the set, 
programs, transporta-
tion, and more. 
Showtimes are Fri-
day, November 8th at 
7pm, and Saturday, 
November 9th at 2pm 
and 7pm. This edition 
of The Addams Fam-
ily is family friendly, 
and is appropriate 
for children of all 
ages. Tickets will be 
available for $5 at the 
door. Pictures and 
advertisements can 
be found by following 
@gmudramaclub on 
Instagram. We hope 
to see you there! 
Members of the cast 
and crew in front of 
the unfinished set 
Members of the cast 
and crew posing 
comically 

Gilbertsville-Mt. Upton Central School Drama Club to Present 2019 musical, The Addams Family
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Otsego County 
Cemeteries
Several years ago we 
were attending a social 
event at White Store 
Church when Anna 
Ritchey gave us a book. 
She knew of our inter-
est in cemeteries and 
this was a scrapbook 
that was made and ti-
tled “Cemeteries in the 
Town of Springfield, 
NY” by Nolan Pierce. 
Anna told us the book 
was given to her at a 
Morris Rotary Club 
auction. We were very 
intrigued and couldn’t 
wait to get home and 
take a closer look at it.
We did some research 
but could not find 
any information on 
Nolan Pierce so we 
do not know why this 
scrapbook was made. 
Perhaps it was a school 
project or scout project. 
He talked about his in-
terest in cemeteries and 
how he decided to find 
as many cemeteries as 
he could in the Town of 
Springfield. From some 
other information we 
found in the book this 
work may have been 
done about 1999. He 
visited 16 cemeteries 
and gave the direc-
tions to each as well as 
the information of the 
oldest stone he found. 
He took a few pictures 
in each cemetery he 
visited.
Last year we headed 
for Springfield to see 
what we could dis-
cover. Our first stop 
was near Hartwick to 
see something very 
special. Here we find a 
stone carved in 1818 of 
a winged face. Unfor-
tunately this stone is in 
horrible condition and 
most of the inscription 
has fallen off. This is 
what you would ex-

pect to find on the old 
stones of New England. 
We know of four other 
cemeteries where you 
can find similar winged 
faces and all are in 
Otsego County. You 
find an occasional face 
in other parts of central 
New York but none that 
look like these. Their 
dates range from 1788 
to 1818. Others are 
found in Fly Creek and 
in Taylor Cemetery just 
north of there, in Coo-
perstown and two in 
Cherry Valley. While 
traveling in Otsego 
County we are always 
on the lookout for these 
unique stones with the 
oval faces and detached 
wings below the face. 
All but the one at 
Taylor Cemetery have 
a three dimensional 
look to them. We have 
not studied the stones 
that closely but believe 
several different carv-
ers worked the stones.  
The iconography of 
American gravestone 
art is interesting and 
starts with the death’s 
head or winged skulls 
of early colonial Amer-
ica. For the next phase 
we see winged faces 
that look very exotic or 
sometimes even alien 
looking. I can’t imagine 
what models these ear-
ly carvers were using. 
Next they transitioned 
into winged faces that 
have a likeness of the 
deceased. Finally we 
see the willow and urn 
which is typical for our 
area at about 1800. To 
see these winged faces 
in Otsego County is an 
unexpected treat.
According to Nolan 
and our Cemeteries of 
Otsego County Map, 
there are 19 cemeter-
ies in the town. He had 
found 16 of them. Of 
the other three, two 
could not be located 
and with one all of the 
stones had been moved 
to another cemetery. 

Of those 16 cemeteries, 
we found 5 that he had 
found and 5 that he did 
find we were unable to 
locate by just driving 
by and looking from 
the car. Some cem-
eteries had just a few 
stones so they could all 
be down at this time 
or were so overgrown 
they could not be 
seen any more. It was 
interesting that we had 
taken some of the same 
pictures that he had.
Armed with our map 
we have spent many 
hours just looking for 
cemeteries. We would 
love to find more 
winged faces but luck 
has not been with us. 
It is discouraging that 
we have been unable to 
locate many cemeter-
ies that were on the 
map. We have found 
the same situation here 
in Chenango County. 
Many are small, rural, 
abandoned cemeteries 
just disappearing into 
the landscape from ne-
glect and apathy, a sad 
situation indeed.
Through our cemetery 
travels in central New 
York we have made 
some observations. 
Cortland County is not-
ed for the geometrics 
that can be found on 
their stones. Chenango 
County is noted for the 
diversity of its decora-
tive work. In Delaware 
County we are sur-
prised by the lack of 
professional sandstone 
carvers. There you 
see many primitives 
and then a transition 
to marble stones. At 
least that has been our 
observations in those 
counties.
For Otsego County 
we find many stones 
that are deeply carved 
with intricate, detailed 
artwork. It is more like 
sculpturing than just 
carving lines giving an 
outline of the objects 
and it gives their motif 

a three dimensional ap-
pearance. Many stones 
are a bit different being 
lighter gray in color 
and with more deeply 
carved inscriptions. We 
see many willow and 
urn combinations. We 
have never seen such 
a variety of willow 
shapes and configura-
tions as we do with 
Otsego County carvers. 
It seems everyone tried 
to do things differently.  
In our travels we are al-
ways on the lookout for 
the Coffin Man Group 
of stones. Coffin Man 
had the name of Jonas 
W. Stewart 2nd. He had 
two apprentices. Be-
tween the three of them 
they covered Central 
NY with their work 
from about 1810-1830. 
Coffin Man derived 
his name from carving 
little vertical coffins 
at the bottom of some 
of his stones. At Mil-
ford you will find two 
gravestones of a mother 
and three infants 
buried at her side. At 
the bottom of the stone 

you will find four little 
coffins.
We have visited many 
county poorhouses 
and their cemeteries 
throughout the state. 
In Otsego County the 
poorhouse or County 
Farm was built in 1828 
and was located south 
of Cooperstown in the 
Town of Middlefield. 
All of the old buildings 
have long disappeared 
but we did find the 
cemetery.
It was located imme-
diately behind some 
dairy barns which 
ceased operation last 
year. We were glad to 
see the area had been 
mowed. There was an 
open area down the 
middle with a row of 
markers stretching out 
to each side. There 
were about 20 rows 
which contained 15-20 
small, square, num-
bered marble mark-
ers. We don’t know 
the dates of use for 
this cemetery but we 
have learned there is 
a record for the grave 

markers. We need to do 
further research. There 
is no cemetery sign for 
these forgotten men, 
women and probably 
children.
There is always so 
much to be discovered 
in our local cemeteries. 
You may see an inter-
esting epitaph or cause 
of death or a finely 
carved stone. We have 
found amusing and 
innovative repairs of 
people trying to keep 
a stone together for 
future generations to 
see and enjoy. Beauti-
ful stone walls, metal 
fences or trees are 
often found. The quiet, 
beauty and tranquility 
of some cemeteries are 
very therapeutic. Our 
travel between cem-
eteries reveals interest-
ing architecture and 
makes us wonder about 
the people that once 
lived here. With every 
outing we learn a new 
appreciation of this 
land that we call home. 

cemetery Lovers
By Tina & Dale Utter
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The Rotary Club of Greene’s 5th Annual Oktoberfest 
Celebration at The Silo
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To have your event listed in our 
weekly paper, 

email chendelopost@gmail.com
or visit our website, www.chendelopost.com

Afton Free Library
105A Main Street

Read for the Record
Thursday, Nov. 7th

2:00 pm
Come listen to a special story, Thank You, Omu! and help 

break last year’s record for the most people reading the same 
book on the same day around the world!

Game, craft and songs too!

Holiday Card Workshop
Join Linda Shea on Thursday, Nov. 7th at 6:30 pm as she 

leads us in making 3 winter/holiday themed greeting cards. 
Class size is limited so please call to register. (607) 639-1212. 

No charge to patrons. All supplies provided.

Email chendelopost@gmail.com all your 
Halloween costumes, decorations, 

photos to be in a special Halloween 
2019 spread next week! 
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A Column of News & 
Comment by Senator 
James L. Seward

My office receives 
numerous complaints 
regarding unsolic-
ited phone calls from 
telemarketers.  I have 
fought to end this an-
noying practice for 
some time with a de-
gree of success, but the 
battle continues.     

Since enacted in 2001, 
the “Do Not Call” reg-
istry has become one of 
the most effective and 
popular consumer laws 
in New York State.  
In 2003, New York 
merged its registry with 
the national “Do Not 
Call” registry to pro-
vide even more protec-
tion.  Since that time, 
several updates have 
been made to close 
loopholes and offer ad-
ditional roadblocks to 
unwanted, unsolicited 
phone calls.

One of the most ef-
fective improvements 
came through the Do 

Not Call Improvement 
Act of 2007.  Under 
that measure, any 
number placed on the 
registry remains on 
it permanently.  Both 
home landlines and 
personal mobile phones 
are covered and more 
than 221 million phone 
numbers are on the 
national registry. 

The “Do Not Call” law 
has proven effective 
in stopping unwanted 
calls, however, in some 
cases, telemarket-
ers have found ways 
around the law.  In 
order to help combat 
this problem I continue 
to look for ways to 
strengthen our laws.  
A few years back the 
senate passed legisla-
tion that was signed 
into law, regulating all 
telemarketers who do 
business in New York 
and adds new con-
sumer protections from 
unwelcome prerecorded 
calls. 

Also, the Federal Com-

munications Commis-
sion (FCC) has ap-
proved several updates 
to the registry, they 
include:

Requiring telemarket-
ers to obtain prior ex-
pressed written consent 
from them, including 
by electronic means 
such as a website form, 
before placing a robo-
call to a consumer;
Eliminating the “estab-
lished business rela-
tionship” exemption to 
the requirement that
telemarketing robocalls 
to residential wireline 
phones occur only with 
prior express
consent from the con-
sumer;
Requiring telemar-
keters to provide an 
automated, interactive 
“opt-out” mechanism 
during
each robocall so that 
consumers can imme-
diately tell the telemar-
keter to stop calling;
Strictly limiting the 
number of abandoned 
or “dead air” calls that 
telemarketers can make

within each calling 
campaign.

Even with the contin-
ued effort to upgrade 
the “Do Not Call” law 
and improve its ef-
fectiveness, there are 
a few exceptions.  You 
may still receive calls 
from:

Organizations with 
which you have an ex-
isting business relation-
ship;
Charitable organiza-
tions;
Religious corporations;
Polling companies;
Political parties and 
committees.
 
Signing-up for the “Do 
Not Call” registry is 
simple and free.  To 
register by phone, call 
toll free 1-888-382-
1222 from the phone 
number you wish to 
register.  You may 
also register on-line 
at www.donotcall.gov.  
Through the on-line 
form you can register 
up to three telephone 

numbers.  You must 
have a valid e-mail ad-
dress to take advantage 
of the on-line registra-
tion.

Once you register, your 
phone number will 
show up on the “Do 
Not Call” registry the 
next day.  Telemarket-
ers have up to 31 days 
to get your phone num-
ber and remove it from 
their call lists.  If your 
number has been on the 
registry for at least 31 
days and you receive a 
call from a telemarketer 
that you believe is cov-
ered under the law you 
can file a complaint.

As many of you know, 
signing-up for the “Do 
Not Call” registry does 
not always silence 
every call.  Illegal 
scammers attempting 
to commit fraud or find 
their way around the 
law keep bombarding 
us all with unwanted 
calls.  I would urge you 
to report such calls im-
mediately.

This year the state 
senate passed a bill to 
further crack down on 
unwanted robocalls.  
The legislation (S.3297) 
would also require 
phone companies to 
provide consumers 
with free call blocking 
technology.  The bill 
was not voted on by the 
state assembly, but I 
will continue to support 
it moving forward and 
hope for full approval 
next year.

If you receive unwant-
ed calls you can file 
a complaint through 
the website, www.
donotcall.gov.   The 
New York Department 
of State, Division of 
Consumer Protec-
tion has some helpful 
information that can 
aid in filling out the 
complaint form.  You 
can read more online at 
http://www.dos.ny.gov/
consumerprotection/
do_not_call/tips.html.

HANG UP ON UNWANTED PHONE CALLS

PoLitics

OWEGO, NY - The 
family of New York 
State Department of 
Transportation (DOT) 
worker Dennis “Matt” 
Howe today joined 
State Senator Fred 
Akshar, DOT Commis-
sioner Marie Therese 
Dominguez, and 
other area officials at a 
ceremony to officially 
designate the “Dennis 
‘Matt’ Howe Memorial 
Highway.”

Akshar and NYS As-
sembly Member Chris-
topher Friend intro-
duced and sponsored 
this year’s legislation 
(S4915/A7696, Chap-
ter 158 of the Laws of 
2019) authorizing the 
designation. Under 
the new law, a portion 
of the State Highway 
Route 17 in Owego will 
receive the designation.

Akshar sponsored the 
legislation to honor 

Howe’s memory, and 
pay tribute to his life 
and service. New York 
Governor Andrew Cuo-
mo signed their legisla-
tion into law on August 
9, 2019, five months 
after Howe’s death.

On March 18th of this 
year, Howe passed 
away from injuries 
sustained when a 
tractor-trailer collided 
with his DOT truck as 
he and his team were 

performing highway 
safety work on Route 
17. Howe was 45 years 
old is survived by his 
wife, Alycia Haus; 
his children, Bre and 
Dalton; as well as his 
parents, grandparents 
and siblings.

The ceremony took 
place at DOT’s Owego 
facility. Senator Akshar 
and Commissioner 
Dominguez joined 
Howe’s family, friends, 

coworkers, state po-
lice, local officials and 
members of the com-
munity to dedicate the 
highway.

State Senator Fred Ak-
shar (R,C,I, Endwell) 
said, “Matt Howe was 
a dedicated NYSDOT 
Region 9 worker and 
more importantly a be-
loved husband, father, 
son, friend and col-
league. While nothing 
can undo this tragedy, 
today we came together 
as a community and 
ensure that Matt’s 
memory and legacy 
remains a part of our 
community and serves 
as a reminder to all to 
take extra care on our 
roads and highways to 
prevent future tragedies 
from taking place.”

Assemblyman Christo-
pher S. Friend (R,C,I, 
Big Flats) said, “It 
is unfortunate that 
tragic events are our 
strongest reminders of 
our responsibilities to 
one another. May this 
memorial help remind 
all drivers to carefully 
slow down and be vigi-
lant of those maintain-
ing and protecting our 
roads.

Commissioner Domin-
guez also dedicated 
a stone memorial in 
honor of Howe’s life.

New York State De-
partment of Transpor-
tation Commissioner 
Marie Therese Domin-
guez said, “Matt Howe 
worked hard, loved 
his job and gave his 
life helping to protect 
his NYSDOT cowork-
ers. Today, we are 
commemorating his 
sacrifice by naming a 
section of Route 17 in 
his honor, but an even 
better tribute would 
be for all motorists to 
slow down in highway 
works zones, move 
over a lane for emer-
gency and work ve-
hicles on the side of the 
road, and avoid driving 
distracted. It’s the law. 
It saves lives.”

The “Dennis ‘Matt’ 
Howe Memorial High-
way” will be located on 
Route 17 between from 
Exit 63 in the hamlet of 
Lounsberry and Exit 62 
in the Village of Nich-
ols.

Senator Akshar and DOT Commissioner Dominguez Hold 
Dedication Ceremony Honoring Fallen DOT Worker
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PoLitics

$125,000 state grant to 
aid in purchase of new 
highway truck

FLY CREEK, 10/28/19 
– State Senator James 
L. Seward (R/C/I-
Oneonta) today joined 
officials from the Town 
of Otsego to announce 
a $125,000 state grant 
to help fund the pur-
chase of a multi-use 
highway truck.   

“Local elected officials, 
particularly in small 
rural towns like Ot-
sego, take painstaking 
efforts to balance their 
budgets.  The goal is 
to provide necessary 
services while keep-
ing property taxes in 
check,” said Senator 
Seward.  “When major, 
one-time expenses 

materialize, the task 
becomes even more 
daunting and needed 
projects and equip-
ment can be neglected.  
That’s why I worked 
with the Town of 
Otsego to secure a 
$125,000 grant to assist 
in the purchase of new 
highway truck – meet-
ing a crucial need with-
out raising taxes.”

Town of Otsego Su-
pervisor Meg Kiernan 
said, “The people of 
Otsego are incredibly 
grateful to Senator 
Seward for his support 
of our highway depart-
ment.  Our current fleet 
of five trucks includes 
some that are more 
than twenty years old 
and in dire need of 
replacement.  The new 

vehicle will be used 
in all four seasons and 
will help our highway 
workers maintain our 
roads safely and ef-
ficiently.  Thanks to 
Senator Seward, we 
will now be able to 
move forward with 
this crucial equipment 
replacement without 
putting an additional 
burden on town taxpay-
ers.”

The $125,000 capital 
grant secured by Sena-
tor Seward through the 
State and Municipal 
Facilities Program 
along with an addi-
tional $99,106 from the 
town’s equipment re-
serve fund will be used 
for the purchase of the 
new highway truck.

“I am extremely 
pleased to partner with 
the Town of Otsego 
on this critical equip-

ment replacement that 
will keep our roads 
safe for residents and 
visitors alike, without 

putting a dent in the 
town budget,” Seward 
concluded.

SEWARD DELIVERS FUNDING FOR TOWN OF OTSEGO

US Army | Staff Ser-
geant
Staff Sergeant Willis 
W. Smith gave a life-
time of service to both 
his country and his 
community.

SSG Smith joined the 
Army Reserves in 1985 
as a Heavy Equipment 
Operator, eventually 
transferring to the Na-
tional Guard, where he 
would complete numer-
ous state active duty 
assignments including 
the recovery of TWA 
Flight 800.

In 2009, he deployed 

to Afghanistan, over-
seeing multiple mis-
sions from building 
barricades, drainage 
systems and roads, to 
rebuilding an Afghani-
stan police station that 
had been bombed. SSG 
Smith was awarded 
the NATO Meritorious 
Award for his leader-
ship working directly 
with Afghanistan 
soldiers on various 
projects and providing 
instruction while over-
coming the language 
barrier.

In 2001, SSG Smith de-
ployed to Ground Zero 
to aid in the immediate 

recovery from the 9/11 
terrorist attacks as a 
member of the 827th 
Engineer Company.  In 
addition to his 22 years 
of military service and 
his civilian career as an 
ironworker, SSG Smith 
served his commu-
nity as Deposit Village 
Trustee and Mayor of 
Deposit.

As Mayor, his leader-
ship helped the small 
Deposit community 
survive and recover 
from the devastating 
flood of 2006. Organiz-
ing the fire department, 
village public works, 
police and EMS to en-

sure safety and support 
for community mem-
bers, SSG Smith also 
arranged for FEMA 
applications to be taken 
door-to-door to ensure 
all applications for 
disaster assistance were 
returned to the federal 
government in record 
time.

After retiring from the 
National Guard in 2014, 
SSG Smith returned to 
local government and 
was instrumental in 
the creation of Eastern 
Broome Emergency 
Services, which com-
bined EMS services for 
multiple rural areas by 
sharing resources, im-
proving coverage and 
reducing costs.

SSG Smith passed 
away in 2018 at age 
50, leaving a legacy of 
community-minded 
leadership and service, 
including 22 years of 
military service, eight 
years in local govern-
ment and 30 years of 
marriage.

“Welcome to the 
“New” New York: 
Democrat Majority 
member Sen. Kevin 
Parker just introduced 
legislation to allow 
inmates still serv-
ing their time to vote 
from prison.

It’s a slap in the face 
to every law-abiding 
citizen and to every 
individual who paid 

their debt to society 
and earned back their 
ability to vote.

This proposal is mis-
guided at best and in-
sidious at worst in the 
way it undermines 
our election system, 
but it perfectly il-
lustrates the radical, 
far-left politics be-
hind New York’s One 
Party Rule.”

Statement from Senator 
Fred Akshar
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LookinG back

Looking Back to October 27, 1987
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When is the past not the past? When it leads to 
your future!

Chapter 10 – 
Dreams and 
Tales
You don’t have to 
worry about that.” 
said Martie coax-
ingly to Cam, who 
was hanging back 
in the cottage door-
way. “They are all 
gone, all of them.” 
The shining world 
outside looked par-
ticularly enticing 
after the weeks they 
had spent cooped up 
indoors, but even she 
could not suppress a 
shudder at the idea 
of going out under 
the open sky, where 
hunting streams of 
biters had swooped 
and dropped. So she 
understood entirely 
why Cam shook his 
little head, his black 
eyes gleaming with 
unshed tears.
Noah was sitting in 
the rocking chair on 
the porch, pump-
ing gently back and 
forth, trying to look 
totally relaxed and 
calm, which was far 
from how he actu-
ally felt. He had just 
gone inside a moment 
ago, walking still a 
bit of an effort for 
him, to pick Tyler 
up (even more of an 
effort) and bring him 
outside, but the child 
had screamed and 
kicked. He’d ended 
up sobbing hysteri-
cally and struggled 
so wildly that Noah 
had been forced to 
put him down again. 
Now, ridiculously ex-
hausted and privately 
disturbed, he let his 
head drop back onto 
the chair’s curved 
neck rest and went on 
rocking slowly, hop-
ing that his presence 
there would eventu-
ally encourage one of 
the boys to venture 
into the open again.
What did one do 
when one’s child set 
their will against 
their own best in-
terest?  To correct 
them, he had already 
found, often led to 
such wrangles that 
it was easier by far 
just to let them have 
their head. But what 
if their will would 

hurt them in the long 
run? What if you 
were trying to help 
them? Or guide them 
away from evil or at 
least from harm? He 
thought again of that 
day in the cornfield. 
Many years later, he 
had learned the les-
son of diligence his 
father had tried to 
teach him. Wouldn’t 
he have been better 
off if he had listened 
then?
He looked back at the 
two boys lingering in 
the doorway, one of 
them sniffling. Once, 
they had fought over 
the chance to rock in 
Poppa’s lap...
“I guess the experi-
ence was just too 
much for them,” 
Martie sighed, com-
ing over to join him 
and flopping down 
into the companion 
rocker. Then she 
smiled at the sight of 
Sam, running around 
the yard in circles, 
rejoicing in freedom 
again. Cam still hov-
ered in the doorway, 
while Tyler’s screams 
recommenced within. 
Martie looked con-
cerned, “Sounds like 
he’s now upset be-
cause we’ve all left 
him alone in there.”
Noah held up a hand 
to keep her from 
getting up again. 
“Don’t. You’re still 
exhausted, too. He’ll 
get over it.” It seemed 
he was right at first, 
because the squalling 
subsided a little.
Sam stopped sudden-
ly, put her hands on 
her hips, arms akim-
bo, and yelled toward 
the house, “What’s 
the matter with you? 
Come out and play!”
Cameron shook his 
wooly head again, 
retreating into the 
shadow. Sam stalked 
up to the porch, clear-
ly intending to drag 
him out, willy-nilly. 
Inside, Tyler revved 
up to scream again.
“No, Sam!” said 
Noah quickly, not 
wanting another 
scene, and knowing 
that if Martie spoke 
first, the likelihood of 
Sam’s listening went 
down drastically. 
“Leave them alone! 

They’ll come out 
when they’re ready. 
When something 
bad happens, it takes 
a while to get over 
it.” It struck him as 
he spoke that Sam’s 
previous bad experi-
ences had apparently 
made the attack of 
the “biters” less trau-
matic for her than for 
the others. Again, he 
wondered what she 
had gone through, 
that had made her so 
sturdy (or callous? 
Or resilient?). Was 
it the shock of the 
fire, or of seeing the 
woman’s body lying 
in the water? Had she 
witnessed the killing? 
Or had the greater 
trauma occurred 
before she arrived at 
that half-way house 
for children...
Then he abruptly 
realized that he had 
never told Martie 
about what he knew 
(or seemed to remem-
ber) about that place. 
Keeping silent about 
his visit from Mitch 
all those months ago 
had caused him to 
more or less forget 
the rest. Nowit came 
rushing to his con-
sciousness again, how 
the morning light, 
and Sam’s hand in 
his, had brought back 
the vivid memory of 
Scooter and Walker 
arriving at that famil-
iar door.
So, he turned to Mar-
tie and told her the 
whole story. At least, 
it was something to 
do until Ty got tired 
of screaming.  Rafi 
was near, in the 
kitchen, cooking up 
yet another weird 
culinary masterpiece 
(with chickpeas this 
time) so Tyler was not 
alone and friendless, 
much as he seemed to 
be wallowing in the 
idea. And now that 
Archer & Co. were 
part of their lives, 
the earlier visit and 
Mitch’s death didn’t 
seem to be secrets 
necessary to keep any 
longer.  Also, he’d 
just seen Arch and 
Gabe strolling past 
the cottage on their 
way to some chore 
or other and he’d 
noticed a faint frown 

pass over Martie’s 
face. Yes, it chafed 
them both, man and 
wife, to be unable 
to help, so the story 
also filled the useless 
time.
“Yes, I remember you 
telling me that dream 
of a boy meeting a 
dog and a tramp. 
You dreamed it over 
and over, you said. I 
thought it was odd at 
the time.” said Mar-
tie.
“Well, there was 
another dream that I 
used to have, about 
that same dog, 
Prince, the old man 
said his name was. 
But in this other 
dream, Prince was 
killed... saving the 
boy.” As Noah talked, 
he began to consider 
again what the re-
lationship between 
himself and Scooter 
might be. He found 
that, over time, the 
idea that Scooter 
might actually be 
his very young self 
seemed less pre-
posterous, easier to 
accept, although he 
still didn’t understand 
how that could be.
“But that would 
mean...” he finally 
said to Martie, noting 
out of the corner of 
his eye that Cameron 
had sidled to a spot 
just outside the door-
way (and was watch-
ing them furtively) 
“that I was one of 
these refugee chil-
dren.”
“Yes! That would 
make sense!” she 
pounced on the idea. 
“That would explain 
everything! Well, 
a lot anyway...and 
Walker would be 
someone who picked 
up the kids and 
brought them in...”
“And with Cam, he 
couldn’t, because 
it was too far with 
a newborn.” Noah 
finished, relieved that 
(just at that moment) 
Tyler’s wails had fi-
nally de-escalated to 
whimpering sniffles. 
Noah had been hov-
ering on the verge of 
going back inside, 
which he somehow 
felt would be a defeat, 
not for himself ex-
actly, but for Tyler.

“Where do you sup-
pose he is now?” she 
wondered.”And why 
would children need 
someone to hide them 
back then? When you 
were little? I mean, 
nowadays, you can 
see why someone 
would decide children 
ought to be rescued... 
But what was going 
on in those days?”
Noah wasn’t listen-
ing. A thought had 
just hit him in the 
pit of his stomach so 
hard that he emitted a 
groan.
It was a little sound, 
but Martie was in-
stantly all sympathy.
“Aren’t you feeling 
well? Maybe we’ve 
been pushing it too 
much. It’s only been 
a few days since you 
were able to walk 
down to the pens...”
“No,” said Noah, cov-
ering his eyes with 
one hand, and shak-
ing his lowered head 
from side to side.”It’s 
not that.”
“What, then?” And 
when he was si-
lent, she continued. 
“Something is clearly 
wrong!”
“I was their foster 
child, Martie! Pe-
ter and Sarah’s. Or 
I could have been. 
What if they took me 
in and I treated them 
like that?”
“Like what?”
“Like enemies, for 
one thing. I guess I 
never told you ...”
He couldn’t remem-
ber exactly what 
he had previously 
told her, or even for 
certain what the final 
argument with his fa-
ther had been about; 
it had all been so long 
ago, though it must 
have been political, 
based on what fol-
lowed. He did recall 

that last exchange, 
when he’d finally lost 
his temper and com-
mitted the unheard-of 
sin: talking back. . .

“All anyone does 
around here is go 
around in circles! It’s 
“the First” this and 
“the First” that. Don’t 
you understand that 
things are changing? 
Meanwhile, all of you 
are making no prog-
ress at all!”

“I think I’ve made 
some progress in my 
life, son,” said his 
father, trying to keep 
his dignity.
“I’ve never seen 
any!” Himself, the 
boy, had snapped. 
“No technology bet-
ter than a tractor and 
a plough!”
“That wasn’t the kind 
of progress I was ...”
But his son rode right 
over him, “And why 
do you even farm at 
all? There’s better 
food on the market 
now. More vitamins, 
more nutritious, 
scientifically bal-
anced...And you can’t 
see beyond the past 
in so many ways. 
Like the govern-
ment, so-called…it’s 
about time the Old 
Man stepped down. 
He’s....”

The next install-
ment will appear 
next week. If you 
can’t wait, this 
story is available 
for free on Kindle 
Unlimited or for 
only $2.99 on 
Kindle. (Reviews 
are very welcome, 
if you want to leave 
one after finishing 
the book.)
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