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Chen-Del-O Post would like to wish all students, teachers, 
parents,  and staff, a wonderful new school year! 

Bainbridge Day 
Bainbridge Day was 
held this past Satur-
day (August 31st). 
Filling the streets of 
Bainbridge were local 
vendors and mer-
chants. Local busi-
nesses held sidewalk 
sales and tasting of 

their products. The li-
brary held a book sale 
and a car wash and 
bake sale were held 
at SFCU. Live music 
was performed by 
the cast of the Afton 
Community Theatre 
along with Greg

 Davie and Judy 
Pitel. A car cruise 
in was held behind 
Bobs Diner and local 
coomunity enjoyed 
all the local happen-
ing. For more photos, 
check out page 7. 

File Mile Point News and Scores
Page 4-5

Grange News
Page 11

Delgado Discusses Addressing Poverty 
and Inequality in Otsego County
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Greene, N.Y. - The 
community of Greene 
celebrated its centen-
nial annual Labor 
Day Picnic on Mon-
day. 

Over 100 volunteers 
helped run the event 
which included, 
games, rides, a pa-
rade, contests, food 
and much more. 

During the event, 
a mosaic made by  
Greene students with 
help from Emily 
Jablon, a Bingham-
ton local artist was 
unveiled to mark the 
100th anniversary. 
The mosaic shows 
fireworks, a ferris 

wheel, hose fight, 
and other traditional 
events that occur at 
the pinic each year.
The artwork covers 
a wall of one of the 
Greene Community 
Ball Flats buildings.

Senator Fred Akshar, 
Village Mayor Phillip 
Brown, Assembly-
man Clifford Crouch 
and Town Supervisor 
Peter Raymond de-
livered proclamations 
during the event.  

For the event, local 
community members 
enjoyed the fire de-
partments traditional 
hose fight. For other 
traditions, a pie eat-

ing contest was held 
along with numer-
ous food tents and 
a chicken bbq. The 
community picnic 
also held a 5K race, 
a car show, a fashion 
show, a dunk tank 
and numerous exhib-
its by Greene clubs 
including the Greene 
Historical Society 
and the Greene Gar-
den Club.

A firework show 
concluded the 100th 
Annual Labor Day 
Picnic and another 
succeful year.

For more photos of 
the event, check out 
pages 8-10.

Greene’s Centennial  
Labor Day Picnic
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Cheerful 
ProsPeCt

By Alicia Marsland 
Geromel

sUpcoming issues will contain more 
local sports, events, articles and much 

more! 
Please help us make this a great local 
resource for your community news! 

To submit content or subscribe, email 
chendelopost@gmail.com or visit us 

at chendelopost.com

Seen on Quora, an 
answer to a (probably 
planted) question ask-
ing how conservatives 
can be seen as so bad 
and liberals as always 
good . (The below is a 
paraphrase.)

I know, it’s so annoy-
ing! Those mean aboli-
tionists! Hmm. Maybe 
not that example... 
Let’s try again: those 
liberals pushing their 
agenda to abolish child 
labor... Uhh .. maybe 
not that one either. How 
about those evil liberal 
initiatives for food and 
drug safety? etc. etc. 
etc. Gosh, I guess those 
don’t work either.

Someone replied to 
this screed that the 
problem is that liberals 
and conservatives don’t 
understand one another 
and that this leads to a 
divide in the country, 
so, while the above 
was clever and witty, it 
wasn’t helpful.

I applauded her com-
ment and added:

Exactly! I couldn’t have 
said it better myself! 
(Not to mention that 
today’s liberals would 
find yesterday’s aboli-
tionists to be benight-
edly religious and back-
ward.)  I can come up 
with all kinds of liberal 
initiatives which have 
been complete disasters 
for people and their 
welfare. Just as any lib-
eral can come up with 
similar against conser-
vatives (demonstrated 
above.) An example 
that comes immediately 
to mind occurred in 
the 1970s when explicit 
phonics was stomped 
into the ground and 
Phyllis Schlafly was 
laughed to scorn for de-
fending it. As a teacher, 
I blame that develop-
ment for much of what 
is wrong today with 
modern education, poor 
spelling and even worse 
reading and rotten for-
eign language learning, 
(the kids don’t develop 
an ‘ear’ for distinguish-
ing vowel sounds.)

And frankly, I think the 
child labor laws were 
bashing a nail with a 
sledgehammer and have 
done children a lot of 
harm. Simply requiring 
children to be schooled 
for a certain number of 
hours a day (fewer than 
currently they are sub-
jected to) would have 
been simpler and less 
destructive. Children 
have always learned 
best by doing. Those 
children, especially 
those who are tactile 
kinesthetic learners, 
are bored to tears in 
classrooms designed for 
those who learn visu-
ally. So we end up with 
a new elite and a new 
lower class on welfare. 
I worked for my father 
in the newspaper busi-
ness, collating news-
papers and sending out 
subscriptions notices. 
I got my pin money, I 
learned a good work 
ethic and I learned to 
duck out the back door 
in case men with suits 
came into the office 
to check on whether 
kids were working. It 
is huge waste of money 
to have adults collating 
newspapers (or I don’t 
know… nowadays we 
use a different print 
method but there are 
many activities for 
which children could 
earn small amounts of 
money which are re-
ally not appropriate for 
adults).

As a result of exces-
sively strict child 
labor laws, we have an 
unmotivated popula-
tion of youngsters and 
of young adults who 
are afraid of work and 
addicted to their video 
games. And mean-
while, we have all 
kinds of chores that go 
begging or overburden 
already burned-out 
adults who have higher 
skills that shouldn’t be 
wasted on yard work 
or household chores, 
exhausted with aching 
backs.

Conservatives aren’t 
evil; they just see 
things differently.

Unadilla, NY (Sep-
tember 4, 2019) – The 
Unadilla Rotary Club 
and Covered Bridge 
Farm Market are 
presenting the tenth 
annual Autumn Fest 
on Sunday, October 
6th from 10 am to 4 
pm. For the first time, 
the event will cel-
ebrate the harvest at 
Covered Bridge Farm 
Market – 309 Cov-
ered Bridge Road, 
Unadilla, NY.

Autumn Fest 2019 
will include:
• FREE activities for 

kids – thanks, again, 
to a generous grant 
from the Unadilla 
Community Founda-
tion
  o Puppet Show – by 
Catskill Puppet The-
ater (back by popular 
demand)
  o Animal Encoun-
ters – by Animal 
Adventures
  o Pumpkin Painting 
(while supplies last)
  o Corn Maze
  o And more!
• Musical Entertain-
ment
  o Island Hoppers 
Steel Band

  o Off the Record + 
Big Fish Combo
• Farmers’ Market – 
offering a wide range 
of local farm products 
and crafts
• Food Truck Rally 
– with tasty local 
offerings
• Cutest Dog In The 
Universe Pageant
• Art and Craft Dem-
onstrations
  o Pumpkin carving
  o Felting, dyeing, 
spinning
• Cornhole Tourna-
ment
• And much, much 
more!

For more information 
visit www.unadil-
larotary.org/autumn-
fest or find us on 
Facebook at www.
facebook.com/un-
adillarotary. Autumn 
Fest is made possible 
with funding from 
our generous spon-
sors: Unalam, ACCO 
Brands, Otego Family 
Dental, C.H. Landers 
Funeral Chapel, Am-
phenol Aerospace, 
SFCU, Tieco, Sidney 
Printing, and Country 
Club Motors.

10TH ANNUAL AUTUMN FEST 
CELEBRATED ON SUNDAY, OCTOBER 6

In conjunction with 
its annual Public 
Hearing, The Otsego 
County Office for the 
Aging is sponsoring a 
Senior Resource Fair 
on Friday, September 
20th  from 9am to 
1pm at FoxCare Cen-
ter, 1 FoxCare Drive 
in Oneonta.  Lunch 
will be provided at 
12:00pm with the 
Public Hearing to 
follow.  Information 
regarding various 
health and wellness 
topics will be offered 
and many community 
organizations will be 

on hand to provide 
information about 
resources and ser-
vices available in the 
community.  

The lunch menu 
includes Chicken 
and Biscuits, Mashed 
Potatoes, Mixed Veg-
etables and Pumpkin 
Delight Dessert.  
Reservations for 
lunch are required by 
12:00pm on Friday, 
September 13th, and 
may be made by call-
ing 547-4232.   For 
those 60 and over, the 
suggested contribu-

tion is $3.50.  The 
cost for those under 
age 60 is $8.60.  

Community members 
are encouraged to at-
tend the Public Hear-
ing following lunch 
to offer suggestions, 
comments and feed-
back regarding ser-
vices needed by older 
residents.  Participa-
tion is especially en-
couraged for individ-
uals age 60 and over, 
spouses/caregivers 
and family members.  
Door prizes will be 
awarded following 

the Public Hearing. 

The Otsego County 
Senior Council will 
be hosting a baking 
contest.  The theme 
this year is Cook-
ies and Muffins. To 
register for the bak-
ing contest please call 
Linda at (607) 397-
8027. 

For further informa-
tion about the event, 
please contact the 
Otsego County Of-
fice for the Aging at 
607-547-4232.

Senior Resource Fair

ONEONTA, NY—To-
day, Representative 
Antonio Delgado (NY-
19) held a roundtable 
at Opportunities for 
Otsego, Inc in Oneonta 
with the board of direc-
tors, senior staff, and 
Oneonta Mayor Gary 
Herzig to discuss their 
work to combat poverty 
and assist low-income 
communities in Otsego 
County.

“Today’s conversa-
tion was illuminating 
and deeply important 
to understand the 
headwinds facing 
thousands of Upstate 
New Yorkers experi-
encing poverty and 
homelessness. I thank 
the Opportunities for 
Otsego staff and board 
of directors as well as 
Mayor Herzig for being 

so generous with their 
time today on such a 
critically important 
matter.” Delgado con-
tinued, “Combatting 
inequality is essential 
for economic growth in 
our region and I im-
mensely appreciate the 
work of organizations 
like Opportunities for 
Otsego, which focus 
their efforts on sup-
porting disadvantaged 
communities. I look 
forward to continuing 
to work alongside them 
to address inequality 
and support economic 
growth in Otsego 
County.”

“Opportunities for Ot-
sego, Inc. was honored 
to have Rep. Delgado 
meet with its board of 
directors and senior 
staff to discuss the 

many challenges facing 
low income constitu-
ents in Otsego. I was 
thoroughly impressed 
that he took the time 
to listen to each of the 
25 participants’ stories 
about issues impacting 
the poor,” said Oppor-
tunities for Otsego, Inc 
CEO Daniel Maskin.

 Oneonta Mayor Gary 
Herzig said, “Today, I 
observed Congressman 
Delgado spend more 
than two hours listen-
ing and learning about 
the needs of Oneonta 
and Otsego County’s 
most vulnerable resi-
dents.  The Congress-
man was fully engaged 
in discussing the issues 
relating to daycare, 
rural transportation, 
affordable housing, 
domestic violence, and 

the need for a compre-
hensive energy policy 
to create jobs and hous-
ing using renewable en-
ergy sources.  I thank 
Congressman Delgado 
for his concern and 
commitment to those in 
our community striving 
to raise healthy fami-
lies with safe housing 
and good jobs.”

 Congressman Delgado 
represents the eighth 
most rural district in 
Congress and the third 
most rural district rep-
resented by a Demo-
crat. This week, Rep-
resentative Delgado’s 
in-district work week is 
focused on affordable 
housing and addressing 
poverty and services 
for low-income com-
munities across the 
district.

Delgado Discusses Addressing Poverty and Inequality in 
Otsego County at Opportunities for Otsego
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To place an obituary or memorial email chendelopost@gmail.com

obituaries

“I was having trouble finding  
a ride to my medical and dental  

appointments. Then I heard  
about Getthere.”

Need a ride? Call 1-855-373-4040

Debbie J. Finch, 63 of 
Sidney Center passed 
away unexpectedly 
on Fri. Aug. 30, 2019 
at her home with her 
father.  She was born 
on Dec. 5, 1955 in 
Sidney, NY to Mil-
lard & Evelyn (Hoyt) 
Finch.  
She is survived by 
her father, Millard 
Finch, Sidney Center, 

brother, Jack Finch, 
Sidney, sisters & 
brother-in-law, Betty 
& Michael Stanton, 
Sidney Center, Peggy 
Finch, Delhi, and also 
several aunts, uncles, 
cousins, nieces and 
nephews.  She loved 
spending time with 
her dog, “Queenie.”
Graveside Services 
will be held on Friday 

at 3 p.m. in Sidney 
Center Cemetery.  
Online condolences 
may be made at:   
www.wmaddenfh.
com.   Arrangements 
by the Westcott-Mad-
den Funeral Home 
123 Main Street 
Unadilla.

Debbie J. Finch

Daniel L. Burdick, 60 
of Chenango Forks 
passed away Sat. 
morning Aug. 24, 
2019 at Our Lady of 
Lourdes Hospital.  He 
was predeceased by 
his mother, Frances 
“Arlene” Burdick.  
He is survived by 
his father, Raymond 
H. Burdick, Pt. 
Crane, brothers & 
sisters-in-law, David 
& Renee Burdick, 

Jacksonville, FL, 
Dale Burdick & Chris 
Williams, Harpurs-
ville, and also several 
aunts, uncles nieces, 
nephews & cousins.  
He was an employee 
of Ryder Leasing, 
Conklin. 
Funeral Services will 
be held at the Oster-
houdt-Madden Funer-
al Home 69-71 Maple 
Street Harpursville 
on Fri. at 1 p.m.  Rev. 

Barbara Green will 
officiate.  Burial will 
be in Pt. Crane Cem-
etery.  The family 
will receive friends 
at the Osterhoudt-
Madden Funeral 
Home on Fri. from 12 
noon to 1 p.m. prior 
to service.  Online 
condolences may 
be made at:   www.
omaddenfh.com.

Daniel L. Burdick

Edward W. Menhen-
nett, 85 of Harpurs-
ville passed away Sat. 
morning Aug. 24, 
2019 at his home.  He 
was predeceased by 
his wife, Leitha, son, 
Edward W. Menhen-
nett Jr., and sister, 
Georgia Collins.  He 
is survived by his 
children, Debra & 
Gary Taylor, Myrtle 
Beach, SC, Lisa & 
David Butler, Greene, 
Reeves & Karen 

Menhennett, Alaska, 
many special grand-
children and great 
grandchildren, broth-
ers, John R. (Johnny 
Ralph) Menhennett, 
FL, Rick Menhen-
nett, Miss., sister, 
Kathleen Mellen, 
FL and also several 
nieces and nephews 
including his special 
companion ‘Trouble”.  
He was retired owner 
of Darlings Meat.  He 
was an avid golfer.

A Celebration of 
His Life will be held 
at Belden Hill Golf 
Course on Friday 
from 5 to 8 p.m.  On-
line condolences may 
be made at:   www.
omaddenfh.com.  
Arrangements by the 
Osterhoudt-Madden 
Funeral Home 69-71 
Maple Street Har-
pursville.  A MAD-
DEN FAMILY FU-
NERAL HOME.

Edward W. Menhennett

* NOTICE ABOUT SIDNEY SCHOOL TAXES*

School taxes are no longer accepted at NBT Bank. Please take your 
payment to the Sidney Central School District at 95 West Main 

Street in Sidney.

A drop box is available at Sidney CSD, if you just want to drop your 
payment during regular business hours (8 a.m.-4 p.m.), and a receipt 

will be mailed to you.

Walk-in hours are available as follows during the tax collection sea-
son:

Mondays: 4-6 p.m. 
Fridays: 9 a.m.-12 p.m. 

Saturdays (one Saturday per month prior to the penalty): 9 a.m.-12 
p.m. on September 28, October 26, and November 2.
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sPorts

Five Mile Point 

8-31-19 Results
Nearly 120 cars filled 
the speedway for 
season championship 
night presented by 
Doug’s Speed Shop. 
32 Sunoco Modifieds 
along with 32 Insinger 
Performance Sports-
man highlighted the 
night. 

Sunoco Modified Fea-
ture 1... Dan Creeden, 
Matt Cole, Brian Mal-
colm, Brad Szulewski, 
Barry White, Justin 
Holland, Glen Knapp, 
Brad Weaver, Mike 
Loney, Steve Babicek, 
George Kostelansky, 
Tyler Hart, Brad Shaf-
fer, Dan Soloman, 
Jason Andrews, Jesse 
Kline, Aleia Geisler, 
George Hildebrant, 
Byron Worthing, Scott 
Landers, Brian Puck-
ett, Tyler Siri, Bran-
don Walters, Travis 
Smith….8 Cars Dnq

Sunoco Modified 
Feature 2… Dan 
Creeden, Brian Mal-
colm, Brad Szulewski, 
Justin Holland, Barry 
White, Matt Cole, 
Byron Worthing, 
Glen Knapp, Tyler 
Hart, Brandon Wal-
ters, Steve Babicek, 
Brad Shaffer, Mike 
Loney, Travis Smith, 
George Kostelansky, 
Brad Weaver, Tyler 
Siri, Jason Andrews, 
Dan Soloman, Jerry 
Tonti, Aleia Geisler, 
Nick Petrilak, George 
Hildebrant, Jesse 
Kline…8 cars Dnq

Insinger Performance 
Sportsman…Blaine 
Klinger, Matt Brewer, 
Lem Atkins, Todd 
Titus, Ryan Stone, 
Gene Beadle, Devon 
Zona, Brandon Frit-
sch, Randy Fox, Tom 
Velez, Corey Cormier, 
Russel Benke, Seth 
Zacharias, Jake Ma-
son, Mike Nagel Jr, 
Dillon Robbins, Brian 
Franko, Tom Hamp-
ton, Mike Mondak, 
Mark Longstreet, 

Tighe Sherlock, Tyler 
Peet, DQ: Randy Bro-
kaw, 8 cars Dnq

Belgray Oil 4 Cylin-
der Novice… Walter 
Decker, Tyler Vaigh-
en, Bethany Bertram, 
Owen Clark, Chey-
enne Bump, Ashley 
Slater, Austin Slater, 
Bill Colwell

Factory Stocks… 
Buck Mills Sr, Ray 
Lindquist, Tom 
Groover, Josh Towner, 
Adam Gilbert, Shel-
don Whitman, Rich 
Wagner, josh Dumas, 
Neil DeBlasi, Logen 
Egan, Buck Mills Jr, 
Chuck Culbertson, 
Charlie Gilbert, Mat 
Millard, Justin Slezak, 
Charlie Towner, Kevin 
McDonald

Belgray Oil 4 Cylin-
der Experts… Nick 
Kennedy, Steve Lunn, 
Dave Simms, Andy 
Bolles, Caleb Lacey, 
Jeremy Warren, Ran-
dy Lane, Klem Under-
wood, Jeff Sterling, 
Gregg Slater, Dave 
Fox Jr, Jared Palmer, 
Gavin Lenord, Mat 
Mather, Josh Wilder, 
Bill Price

600cc Mods… Brett 
Gray, Adam Mudge, 
Nolan Smith, Nick 
Chase, Tim Frantz, 
Dominic Amato, 
Ayden Morgan, Sha-
ron Sealy, DNS: Sa-
mantha Brown, Jamie 
Frantz

Jr 600s… Josh Land-
ers,  Avery Decker
2019 Track Champi-
ons:
Sunoco Modifieds: 
Brian Malcolm
Insinger Performance 
Sportsman: Corey 
Cormier
Factory Stock: Charlie 
Gilbert
Belgray Oil 4 Cyl-
inder Experts: Nick 
Kennedy
Belgray Oil 4 Cylin-
der Novice: Walter 
Decker
600 cc Mods: Adam 
Mudge

KIRKWOOD, NY…
Rookie Promoters Ty-
ler, Tanner and Tucker 
Harpell will cap off 
their very successful 
first year at the helm 
this weekend with the 
running of the Sunoco 
Race Fuels National 
Quarter Mile Dirt 
Track Championship 
Weekend at Five Mile 
Point Speedway. The 
Saturday and Sunday 
two day show is high-
lighted by the 50 lap 
Dave Kneisel Tribute 
Race for the Sunoco 
Modifieds, paying 
$2,711 to win.
   The weekend will 
kick off on Saturday 
night at 7:11 p.m. fea-
turing a 50 lap feature 
for the Sunoco Modi-
fieds, paying $2,711 
as a tribute to Dave 
Kneisel. They will be 
joined by another spe-
cial event with the run-
ning of Little Mike’s 
Race to Win for the 
IMCA Style Modifieds, 
paying $1,000 to win. 
The Factory Stocks 
and Belgray Oil Four 
Cylinders will race for 
$300 to win and will 
be joined by the NY6A 
Micro Sprints in their 
only appearance of the 
year.
   Kneisel is one of the 
original 50 Greatest 

Drivers at Five Mile 
Point Speedway. He 
was a five time Track 
Champion, taking 
home those honors in 
1953, 58, 63, 66 and 
73. He was also a three 
time winner of the 
prestigious Heath Me-
morial with those wins 
coming in 1971, 73 and 
74. His 54 Modified 
feature wins is third on 
the all-time winners 
list behind only Chuck 
Akulis (107) and Mike 
Colsten (62).
   In addition to his 
driving success, he 
was also an accom-
plished car builder and 
innovator who was 
way ahead of his time. 
Jack Johnson piloted 
a Kneisiel Chassis to 
victory at Syracuse in 
1979. He was the first 
driver from New York 
State to win Syracuse. 
That sparked a flurry 
of sales as the Kneisel 
Chassis became a must 
have car.
   Little Mike’s Race to 
Win is run in memory 
of Mike Stolarcyk III, 
who was a standout 
driver in the IMCA 
Modified division. 
Stolarcyk passed away 
unexpectedly in the 
prime of his life and 
career. He was admired 
by all of his competi-

tors, which is a testa-
ment to who he was as 
a person. The IMCA 
Style Modifieds will 
race for $1,000 to win 
on Saturday in his 
honor.
   The weekend will 
close out on Sunday 
featuring the Grit 
Series for the Insinger 
Performance Crate 
Sportsman. They will 
be joined by Factory 
Stocks, Belgray Oil 
Four Cylinders, as well 
as an open show for the 
600cc Modifieds and 
the Wingless Sprint Al-
liance Tour. Race time 
on Sunday is 6:00 p.m.
   This will be the 
second appearance of 
the Grit Series at Five 
Mile Point this year. 
Dave Marcucilli was 
victorious in April 
over Jimmy Zacha-
rias, Randy Brokaw, 
Ryan McCartney and 
Randy Fox. Another 
strong field of cars is 
expected. 32 Insinger 
Performance Crate 
Sportsman were in ac-
tion this past Saturday 
at the Point on Season 
Championship Night. 
McCartney currently 
leads the points over 
Dale Welty, Brokaw, 
Saturday’s winner 
Blaine Klinger and 
2019 Track Champion 

Corey Cormier.
   It will be a big week-
end for the Factory 
Stocks and Belgray Oil 
Four Cylinders. Both 
divisions will race 
for $300 to win, both 
Saturday and Sunday 
nights. The fledgling 
Wingless Sprint Alli-
ance Tour will make 
an appearance at the 
quarter mile on Sunday 
as well. This growing 
class for affordable 
Sprint Car racing is 
perfectly suited for the 
quarter mile at Five 
Mile Point and always 
puts on a great show. 
The 600cc Modifieds 
will compete in an 
open show to close 
out their season at the 
Point.
   Get ready for an 
exciting weekend of 
racing this Saturday 
and Sunday at Five 
Mile Point Speedway. 
It’s the Sunoco Race 
Fuels National Quarter 
Mile Dirt Track Cham-
pionship Weekend. The 
speedway is located 
on Francis Street in 
Kirkwood, New York, 
near Binghamton. 
For further informa-
tion look us up on our 
Facebook pages or call 
the speedway office at 
607-775-5555.

NATIONAL QUARTER MILE DIRT TRACK CHAMPIONSHIP 
WEEKEND THIS SATURDAY AND SUNDAY AT FIVE MILE 

POINT SPEEDWAY HIGHLIGHTED BY DAVE KNEISEL TRIBUTE
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KIRKWOOD, NY… 
Dan Creeden made 
an infrequent appear-
ance at Five Mile Point 
Speedway Saturday 
on Doug’s Speed Shop 
Season Championship 
Night. The decision 
proved to be the right 
one as Creeden went 
on to win both Twin 
20 lap features for the 
Sunoco Modifieds. 
   Blaine Klinger had a 
successful weekend as 
he returned to victory 
lane in the Insinger 
Performance Sports-
man main event. Buck 
Mills Sr dominated 
once again as he raced 
his was back to Fac-
tory Stock victory lane, 
while Walter Decker 
did the same in the 
Belgray Oil 4 Cylinder 
Novice feature. Nick 
Kennedy was victori-
ous in the Belgray Oil 
4 Cylinder Expert fea-
ture while also claim-
ing the track champion-
ship. Brett Gray was 
the winner in the 600cc 
Modified division. 
   On a night where 
mother Nature decided 
to cooperate, a large 
crowd assembled to 
witness excellent car 
counts compete on 
Season Championship 
Night presented by 
Doug’s Speed Shop. 
32 Sunoco Modifieds 
and 32 Insinger Perfor-
mance Sportsman filled 
the pits along with 
great car counts in the 
other divisions.  As the 
final checkered flags 
flew, the 2019 points 
titles had been decided. 
Brian Malcolm Strung 
together two top 5 
finishes in the Twin 
20s leading him to his 
second consecutive 
Sunoco Modified Track 
Championship. 
   Corey Cormier called 
the speedway home for 
2019. Despite a rough 
night on the track Sat-
urday, Cormier’s con-
sistent season led him 
to his first ever Fmp 
track championship 
in the Insinger Perfor-
mance Sportsman. 
   Charlie Gilbert also 
had a tough night on 
the track Saturday, 
however consistency 
once again proved to 
be key as held on for 
another Factory Stock 
Track Championship. 
Nick Kennedy not only 
picked up the Belgray 
Oil 4 Cylinder Expert 
feature win, he also 
picked up his third 
consecutive champion-
ship in the division. 

Walter Decker also had 
a clean sweep win-
ning both the feature 
and the championship 
in the Belgray Oil 4 
Cylinder Novice. Adam 
Mudge had a dominat-
ing season in the 600cc 
Modified class as he 
became the 2019 track 
champion. 
   Barry White and 
Jesse Kline brought the 
first Sunoco Modified 
twin 20 to the green 
flag and White jumped 
out to the advantage. 
Quick cautions on laps 
2 and 4 halted the field. 
On the ensuing restart 
White again jumped 
out to the lead over 
Kline. The strong run 
for Kline would come 
to an end on lap 12 as 
he pulled his 59j ma-
chine pit side. Eventual 
Modified rookie of the 
year driver Matt Cole 
then took over the 
reigns of position two 
with his sights set on 
chasing down White. 
   White looked strong 
as he searched for his 
first win of the season. 
As Cole continued to 
run second, Creeden 
was on a mission mov-
ing into third from his 
12th place starting po-
sition. The final caution 
flag of the race flew 
on lap 17 as race leader 
White made contact 
with a lapped car send-
ing both cars around. 
Fortunately for White 
his car never came to a 
complete stop as he did 
a 360. White picked it 
back up in the fifth po-
sition. As White went 
around, Creeden made 
what proved to be the 
race winning pass on 
Cole for the lead. When 
the checkers flew, it 
was Creeden over Cole, 
Brian Malcolm, Brad 
Szulewski, and Barry 
White completing the 
top 5. 
   In victory lane, 
Creeden drew pill 
number 4 as the invert 
number. This meant 
Creeden would start 
4th in Twin 20 number 
two with the 4th place 
finisher from the first 
race now starting on 
the pole. This meant 
that Szulewski started 
on the pole alongside 
Malcolm who had 
locked up the Track 
Championship follow-
ing the first feature. 
   At the drop of the 
green, Szulewski 
jumped to the lap 1 
lead. The lead was 
short lived however as 
Malcolm was a man on 

a mission. The Lake 
Ariel, PA driver locked 
up the championship 
and was looking for a 
race win as well as he 
took over the lead on 
lap 2. Malcolm was un-
able to get too far away 
from Szulewski in the 
early stages however as 
a string of cautions on 
laps 3,4, and 5 kept the 
pace of the race slow. 
   On the lap 6 restart, 
Malcolm again jumped 
out to the lead while 
Creeden followed him 
to the front taking over 
the second position 
from Szulewski. As the 
race approached the 
middle stages, the race 
for the lead became 
intense. Malcolm held 
on to the advantage 
but was forced to work 
hard as Creeden tried 
high and low to get by 
for the top spot. The 
top two set a quick 
pace and pulled away 
to a half straightaway 
advantage over third 
place runner Szulews-
ki. As the leaders came 
off of turn 4 on the 16th 
circuit, Creeden finally 
made a move stick and 
got by Malcolm for the 
race lead. When the 
checkered flags flew, it 
was Creeden sweeping 
the night, with Mal-
colm, Szulewski, Justin 
Holland, and White 
completing the top 5.
   Jake Mason and Lem 
Atkins led the Insiger 
Performance Sports-
man 20 lapper to the 
green flag. Both driv-
ers were searching for 
their first Five Mile 
Point Speedway win. 
Mason wasted no time 

taking the race lead 
with Atkins running in 
second. After a couple 
cautions around the 
midway point of the 
race, Tyler Peet moved 
into the second posi-
tion as he worked past 
Atkins. 
   Caution flags halted 
the field a couple more 
times on laps 11, and 
12. On the ensuing 
restart, the race for the 
lead continued to heat 
up as Peet searched 
for a way to get by 
Mason for the lead. 
Mason maintained the 
lead running a great 
line around the track 
until Peet made a turn 
4 pass on lap 19. Once 
Peet made the pass, 
Mason attempted to 
get back by for the 
lead and made contact 
spinning both cars 
around. Blaine Klinger 
was in the right place 
at the right time and 
was handed the lead 
with just one lap to go. 
Klinger went on to lead 
the final circuit with 
Matt Brewer moving 
up into second, Atkins, 
third, with Todd Titus, 
and Ryan Stone round-
ing out the top 5.
   In the 600cc Modi-
fied main event, Brett 
Gray led wire to wire 
to pick up the Season 
Championship night 
win. Track cham-
pion Adam Mudge ran 
second for the entirety 
of the 20 lap feature 
but was never able to 
get by Gray for the top 
sport. Gray picked up 
the win with Mudge, 
Nolan Smith, Nick 
Chase, and Tim Frantz 

completing the top 5.
   The Factory Stock 
feature was action 
packed with Justin 
Slezak leading the first 
6 laps. On lap 7 Buck 
Mills Sr took over the 
race lead and did not 
look back as he led 
the remainder of the 
laps. Charlie Gilbert 
was crowned the track 
champion for the sec-
ond year in a row. 
   Nick Kennedy left no 
doubt in the Belgray 
Oil 4 Cylinder Expert 
main event as he took 
the lead on lap 7 and 
did not look back. 
The win for Kennedy 
capped off a dominant 
2019 season which 
found him as the Track 
Champion for the third 
consecutive year. Wal-
ter Decker also won 
both the feature and the 
Track Championship in 
the Belgray Oil 4 Cyl-
inder Novice division. 
Fmp news and notes:  
Nearly 120 cars were 
on hand on Season 
Championship Night 
presented by Doug’s 
Speed Shop..Consola-
tions races were run 
for both the Insinger 
Performance Sports-
man, and the Sunoco 
Modifieds as each class 
had 32 cars respective-
ly..Fans were treated 
to a fast paced show 
as Track Officials did 
a great job running 
the 26 race show off 
without taking a single 
break all night long…
The speedway was in 
excellent condition pro-
viding a smooth, multi 
groove surface. 
   Five Mile Point 

Speedway will host 
one more weekend of 
racing in 2019, taking 
place next Saturday 
September 7th, and 
Sunday September 8th. 
The Sunoco Race Fuels 
National Quarter Mile 
Dirt Track Champion-
ship Weekend is always 
a must see weekend 
of racing. Saturday is 
headlined by the Su-
noco Modified 50 lap 
Dave Kneisel Tribute 
race paying $2,711 
to win. Also on the 
card Saturday is Little 
Mikes Race to Win for 
the IMCA Style Mods, 
paying $1,000 to win, 
NY6A Micro Sprints, 
Factory Stocks, paying 
$300 to win and Bel-
gray Oil 4 Cylinders, 
also paying $300 to 
win. Race time is 7:11 
p.m. in honor of Dave 
Kneisel.
   Sunday the 8th is 
headlined by the GRIT 
Series Insinger Perfor-
mance Sportsman 30 
lapper, paying $1,000 
to win. They will be 
joined by the Wingless 
Sprint Alliance Tour, a 
600cc Modified open 
rule event, Factory 
Stocks, paying $300 to 
win and Belgray Oil 4 
Cylinders, paying $300 
to win.  Race time is 
6:00 p.m. 
   For more information 
continue to monitor 
our Facebook page or 
our website at 5mile-
pointspeedway.com. 
The speedway can be 
reached by phone at 
607-775-5555.

sPorts

CREEDEN SWEEPS TWIN 20’S, KLINGER, MILLS, KENNEDY, DECKER, AND 
GRAY ALSO PICK UP SEASON CHAMPIONSHIP NIGHT WINS
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Otsego County OFFICE for the AGING 
 

Annual Resource Fair and Public Hearing 
Friday, September 20, 2019 
FoxCare Center, Oneonta 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For more information about the event, please contact Office for the Aging at (607) 547-4232. 

RESOURCE & HEALTH FAIR 
9:00am to 1:00pm 

 

PUBLIC HEARING 

Starts at 12:45p.m. 
 

 

An opportunity to provide feedback, suggestions and comments about  

services that would be helpful to support aging adults in our community 
 



 

Long Term 

Services and 

Supports  

Home Care 

Services and 

Caregiver 

Supports 
Alzheimer’s 

and other 

Dementia 

Medicare & 

Medicaid 

Insurance 

Information  

Veteran 

Services  

Join us for Lunch at Noon 

 

Chicken and Biscuits 
Mashed Potatoes 
Mixed Vegetables 
Pumpkin Delight  

 
          60+ Suggested Contribution - $3.50 
          Under 60 - $8.60  

 

Call (607) 547-4232 for reservations 

 

Must RSVP 

for Lunch by 

Sept. 13  

Baking Contest 
 

Seeking Bakers! 
Sign up to bring your best 
cookies or muffins for the  

baking contest. 
 

Prizes to the Best Bakers! 
 

For more information or to enter,    
call Linda at (607) 397-8027. 
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Bainbridge Day this past 
Saturday featured ven-
dors and merchants on 
Main Street and in the 

park, a car show, chick-
en bbq, live music, a car 
wash,business sidewalk 
sales and much more!
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Greene Labor Day Weekend
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Greene Labor Day Weekend
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Greene Labor Day Weekend
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OTEGO-The Unat-
ego Cue and Curtain  
announces their fall 
musical: Rodgers 
and Hammerstien’s  
The Sound of Mu-
sic.  Show dates and 
times are Friday and 
Saturday, October 25 

and 26 at 7 pm and 
on Sunday, October 
27 at 2 pm. Held in 
the auditorium of the 
Unatego High School 
located on Route 
7 between Wells 
Bridge and Otego.

GILBERTSVILLE-
Chili and Sweet 
Corn Dinner 
planned to be on 
Thursday, Septem-
ber 5 at the New 
Life Fellowship Hall 

of the Gilbertsville 
Baptist Church, 
Commercial Street 
has been cancled. 
Sorry for any 
confusion. 

HARPERSFIELD-
The Otsego County 
Pomona Grange will 
meet on Saturday, 
September 14 at Col-
onel Harper Grange 
Hall, in Harpersfield, 
beginning at 11 a.m.   
The flower, grain 
and vegetable show 
entries from each 
Community Grange 
are to be in place for 
judging prior to the 
meeting.

Lunch will be at 
noon, with a dish to 
pass and grangers 
attending are to bring 

own table service.. 

The Lecturer pro-
gram will be pre-
sented at 1 p.m. with 
guest speaker, Tami 
MacDonald, Director 
of the Otsego County 
Office for the Aging. 
She will give infor-
mation of the various 
services available 
through Offices for 
Aging, including 
those of Chenango 
and Delaware Coun-
ties. Tamie will also 
share information on 
the state survey that 
is being conducted 

that will address 
services and needs 
that are lacking for 
seniors, particularly 
in rural areas.  This 
survey is being col-
lected thru Septem-
ber when tabulations 
will begin.  Those at-
tending the Septem-
ber 14 meeting may 
fill out the brief form 
if one has not already 
been done. 
The Pomona Chap-
lain, Elaine Smith 
will present a Memo-
rial Service for re-
membering departed 
Pomona members 

during the past year.  
Installation of new 
officers elected in 
June will be held.

Grangers are remind-
ed to furnish baked 
goods for the Annual 
Harvest Festival at 
the Farmer’s Museum 
in Cooperstown on 
Saturday, September 
21 when Community  
Granges  will be hav-
ing a bake sale as a 
fundraiser. 

Grange News
UNADILLA-The 
Otsego County Se-
nior Meal served at 
the Unadilla Neigh-
borhood Apart-
ments, Clifton St., 
Unadilla, will be on 
Wednesday, Septem-
ber 18 at noon.
The meal will be 
roast pork with gra-
vy, sweet potato cas-
serole, cauliflower 
and vanilla pudding 

for dessert. Beverage 
included with meal.

All seniors 60 and 
older and non-se-
niors are welcome.  
You do not need to 
be a resident of the 
apartments. Call 
369-2787 by Mon-
day, September 16    
to make a reserva-
tion.

A Column of News & 
Comment by Senator 
James L. Seward

Death by a thousand 
cuts.  Nickel and dime.  
If those adages come to 
mind when you think 
of New York State gov-
ernment, you are not 
alone.  Now the latest 
example: the governor’s 
push to require millions 
of drivers to buy new 
license plates, needed 
or not. 

Recently, the gover-
nor’s office launched 
a statewide survey to 
select a new license 
plate design.  On the 
surface, this appears to 
be a fun contest (al-
though there are several 
questions regarding the 
plate designs) but the 
fine print reveals what 
this really is – a mas-
sive cash grab. 

This is the language 
directly from the gover-

nor’s press release:

Beginning April 2020, 
through the plate re-
placement program, as 
customers renew their 
vehicle registrations 
over the next two years, 
those with license 
plates that are 10-years-
old or older will be 
issued new plates. The 
current $25 license 
plate replacement fee 
will be added to the 
cost of the vehicle 
owner’s registration re-
newal. Customers may 
also keep their current 
license plate number 
for an additional $20 
fee.

Whether you need a 
new plate or not you 
will be forced to pay 
$25 on top of your 
vehicle registration fee, 
along with another $20 
if you want to keep 
your current plate num-
ber.  It is estimated that 
about 3 million New 

Yorkers will be forced 
to purchase new plates 
over the next two years 
generating $75 mil-
lion.  Eventually, every 
motorist will be have to 
fork over the new fee.

Add this to the $4.6 
billion in taxes and fees 
imposed in this year’s 
budget by the governor 
and the Democrat-led 
legislature, and it the 
cost really adds up. 
New taxes on internet 
purchases and grocery 
bags. A new commuter 
tax. The elimination of 
the much-needed prop-
erty tax rebate checks. 
And, now $25-$45 a 
pop for every vehicle 
New York families put 
on the road.

Back in 2009, our 
governor at the time 
attempted a similar 
scheme.  I joined with 
county clerks and 
Republican legislators 
to fight the fee and 

our strong opposition, 
along with public out-
cry, forced the governor 
to drop his plan.

Now it is time to stand 
up again.  I am urging 
the Department of Mo-
tor Vehicles (DMV) to 
terminate this misguid-
ed plan and revoke any 
requirement forcing 
New Yorkers to pay for 
new license plates they 
simply don’t need.  You 
can voice your opposi-
tion as well by sign-
ing my online petition 
available on my website 
at www.seward.ny-
senate.gov.

Along with fighting 
this license plate fee 
hike, I am working 
on a legislative fix to 
prevent this situation 
from coming up again 
in the future.  I am 
co-sponsoring legisla-
tion (S.6663) that would 
require the New York 
State Department of 

Motor Vehicles com-
missioner to waive the 
$25 fee for any license 
plate mandated for re-
placement by the state 
due to a design change.

As I have stated in the 
past, New York ranks 
first in the nation for 
people moving out of 
state, and 40 percent of 
current New Yorkers 
believe they can no lon-
ger afford to live here.  
State government needs 
to pay attention to 
those facts and change 
course.  Raising taxes 
and constantly enacting 
new fees will only ex-
acerbate the problems 
we are now facing.

During this past legis-
lative session, I advo-
cated for a number of 
proposals to make New 
York a more affordable 
state.  Policies like:

A comprehensive pack-
age of tax cuts to help 

millions of hardwork-
ing New Yorkers;
Help for small busi-
nesses including a plan 
to cut taxes and allow 
small businesses to 
participate in the STAR 
Program;
A loan forgiveness pro-
gram for recent college 
graduates who choose 
to stay and work in 
New York;
An end to unfunded 
mandates and an assur-
ance that no new laws 
will be approved in 
Albany that pass costs 
on to our local govern-
ments and schools, and 
ultimately, our taxpay-
ers;
A two-percent cap on 
state spending.

I will continue to fight 
for these policies mov-
ing forward, and op-
pose blatant cash grabs 
like this license plate 
scheme.

JUST SAY NO TO LICENSE PLATE TAX

The next meeting of 
the Butternut Valley 
Grange, Gilbertsville, 
will convene on Mon-
day, September 9 at 
7 p.m. at the Grange 
Hall, 7 Bloom Street.  
Many items of sig-
nificance will be on 
the agenda, including 
an update and vote of 
the proposed platform 
wheelchair lift and 
handicapped accessibil-
ity project that would 
aid visitors to the 
upstairs auditorium and 
basement dining area.  
Proposals for the first 
community service 

projects for this fall 
will be discussed.
Standing Committees 
for the new Grange 
year are:  Legisla-
tive:  Valerie Haynes,  
Molly Del Giacco, 
and Irmabelle Shel-
don;  Family Activities:  
Anna Ritchey,  Laurie 
Johnsen,  and Colleen 
Bushnell;  Community 
Service:  Jim and Tracy 
Youngs,  Laura Palada,  
John and Jean Wargo,  
Helen Ritchey, and 
Anne Sebeck;  Member 
Promotion:  Marlene 
Brooks and Nate Lull; 
and Fund Raising:  

Anne Sebeck,  Doug-
las Dutcher and Anna 
Ritchey.
  The program at 
Monday’s meeting will 
feature Grange mem-
ber, Nate Lull and his 
friend, Mike Packard of 
Otego who participated 
in the AuSable River 
Canoe Marathon in 
Michigan the end of 
July.  The trip is a 120-
mile overnight mara-
thon with continual 
rowing, a challeng-
ing course.  Nate and 
Mike will be sharing 
the experience of such 
an event.   Butternut 

Valley Grange helped 
sponsor this team.
At the last meeting, the 
membership voted to 
prepare a dinner for the 
Share the Bounty series 
at the Sidney Methodist 
Church next May.
The social committee 
for Monday is Valerie 
Haynes,  Norm and 
Anna Rtichey, and 
John and Jean Wargo.  
Members are reminded 
to bring personal care 
items that will be do-
nated to the Butternut 
Valley Food pantry.  
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looking baCk

Looking Back to September 7, 1964 
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Chapter 8 – Mitch 
and Archer
The long hot season wore on. 
Noah and Martie got by, mak-
ing repairs, keeping house, 
looking after the kids, fighting 
with Sam, who grew more and 
more recalcitrant, less confron-
tational, perhaps, but constant-
ly challenging their authority 
in subtle ways. When asked if 
she wanted oatmeal or eggs for 
breakfast, she would respond, 
“Toast and jam”, knowing 
full well that they were out of 
jam and had been for weeks. 
She was still helpful to have 
around the babies, most of 
the time, but on occasion one 
of the toddlers, mostly Cam, 
would come crying to Momma 
or Poppa because Sam had 
pinched them or pushed them 
down, both behavior that 
Martie, as an only child, found 
shocking, and Noah, veteran of 
many brothers, privately amus-
ing (if, of course, worthy of 
remonstrance). Tyler, who was 
more compliant, escaped most 
of this treatment because Sam 
could hold him and rock him 
whenever she liked. Cam was 
becoming more independent 
and she could not always rule 
him to her satisfaction.
When reprimanded, Sam 
never admitted to what she 
had done, even when the crime 
was witnessed by both Noah 
and Martie. She did not seem 
much impressed by spank-
ings or time-outs in her room, 
although she would sometimes 
wail in the most heartbreak-
ing, soul-shattering way, but, 
whatever the consequence, 
she would be at it again the 
next day. Martie, especially, 
who had to deal with her on 
an hourly basis, was getting 
worn down. To make matters 
worse, her back never seemed 
to completely recover. There 

were days when she could 
barely drag herself about.
Noah labored stubbornly on, 
working on a third pen when-
ever he got a free moment, 
which moments were few and 
far between. He went round 
and round in his head, trying 
to find a way to get free to 
go on a specimen-collecting 
expedition. He tried writing 
to foundations, hoping that a 
grant would enable him to hire 
some help, buy more materials, 
or lay in supplies. However, all 
the foundations returned form 
letters that were nearly identi-
cal in their explanations that, 
while his enterprise seemed to 
be a worthy one, their guide-
lines required them to give 
to more urgent causes. These 
seemed to include helping 
tribal elders to overcome their 
ancient prejudices against birth 
control, buying up land for 
wildlife preserves, or promot-
ing exchange programs with 
the Empirie in the interests of 
world peace.
“What good is a wildlife 
preserve without wildlife!” 
Noah shouted one evening 
as he crumpled another letter 
and smashed it into the table. 
“Don’t they know that half of 
them are starving to death and 
the other half are being hunted 
to extinction by the first?”
Martie regarded him wearily 
from the door. “Maybe they do 
and they don’t care.”
Noah snorted derisively, “How 
can they not care? Most of 
them are foundations set up for 
the benefit of wildlife!”
Martie sat down at the kitchen 
table and let her head rest in 
her hands. Her hair drooped 
on either side of her face, with 
the curls brushing the table. 
“Just because they were once 
set up to preserve wildlife 
doesn’t mean that’s what they 
are doing now.” she explained 
patiently. “Money attracts the 
money-hungry, my dad used to 

say, scoundrels and opportun-
ists and that sort of person. 
Maybe they are just using 
the foundations as a front for 
doing something else, like 
making money.”
“Or buying land for some 
other reason?” Noah looked 
at her speculatively. “That’s 
a possibility. That’s a good 
possibility. I never thought of 
that. Not that it helps us any. 
It just means I might as well 
not bother to write any more 
letters.”
He grimaced ruefully, and 
went around to the other side 
of the table, rubbing her shoul-
ders in silence for a while. 
Then he took one hand to lift 
and spin her, gathering her up 
in his arms. She leaned against 
him gratefully. “At last, the 
kids are asleep.”
“Want to go upstairs?”  he 
whispered.
She leaned into him with a 
slightly different emphasis. 
“Sure.”

It was a moonlit night about a 
week later, when Noah awoke 
suddenly with all his senses 
on alert. He rolled over slowly, 
careful not to disturb Marty 
who had been up already that 
night with Sam and one of her 
nightmares. He listened care-
fully. Yes, there was breathing 
in the room other than hers. He 
could hear it. It didn’t sound 
like a child, either. The exhala-
tions were deeper in sound. 
There was a ragged quality to 
the breathing, like someone 
who was short of breath from 
exertion, but was trying to 
breathe softly, so as not to be 
heard. His hand went down 
the side of the bed to find the 
hunting knife concealed there, 
a razor-sharp blade sheathed 
under the carpet.
“Freeman?” came a hoarse 
whisper. “It’s me, Mitch.”
Noah held his breath, his 
mind groping wildly to try 

to identify that whisper, to 
understand what the whisperer 
could possibly be doing, here, 
in his bedroom, in the midst of 
a tranquil summer night. The 
crickets creaking peacefully 
outside the window sounded 
surreal, impossible, like a hal-
lucination. He wasn’t married. 
He had no children. He had 
just imagined all that. He was 
somewhere in enemy territory, 
in some flop house, hiding 
out, half-drugged, sleeping 
away the hiding time. He had 
somehow dreamed a dream 
life into existence. He had 
dreamed a new wife to replace 
Valia, his son and daughters, 
and the baby, Valia’s unborn, 
whom he had never seen alive, 
but spewed in the dirt after 
they had cut her open. He had 
dreamed a Parkland cottage, 
a pair of toddlers and a bossy 
little girl.
And now his partner had 
called him, with that urgent 
voice he knew so well, and he 
was waking from all that, from 
the life on the streets and the 
life in the wilderness, waking 
to endless tension and peril. 
He gripped the knife convul-
sively, to convince himself that 
something, at least, was real. 
(Then he winced, because he 
had grabbed too widely. He 
loosened his grip just a second 
too late as the lower part of the 
blade made itself felt on the 
joint of his forefinger.) In the 
meantime, ignoring the pain, 
he had rolled from the bed to 
the floor, landing in a crouch 
with his back to the wall and 
his face to whatever danger 
threatened them both, his 
partner and him.
Was he in the land of the 
Jiaboli, where the houses have 
no windows, only trapdoors in 
the ceiling? Where worship-
ers grovel in black alcoves lit 
by a single candle. Were there 
corpses strung out in decora-
tive patterns above him on the 

windy plain?
Or was he in one of the cities 
of Empirie, where murder is a 
pastime and the killers’ counts 
are carved into their bare 
chests, proudly bared, in runic 
patterns. He felt his naked 
chest with his free hand. No 
fake scars. Not a city, then.
“Where are you?” he whis-
pered back.
“Over here.” The whisper 
came back, with a muffled 
cough. “We came in through 
the window.”
We? This was insane. Noah 
made an irritated gesture. (He 
was getting tired of surprise 
guests) and hissed “Who’s 
with you?”
“Archer. You don’t know him. 
He’s OK, though. He’s kind of 
like my partner…. now.”
Noah’s initial confusion was 
beginning to wear off. His 
night vision was improving 
and he could orient himself 
again by the moonlit window. 
Bed, nightstand, clothes rack, 
it was his bedroom. And Mar-
tie’s soft breathing came from 
underneath the quilt he had 
just vacated. For a moment, 
he felt weak with relief and 
gratitude.
He stood up, only waver-
ing slightly against the wall. 
“Come downstairs,” he mut-
tered. “We can talk there.”
His mind spun fruitlessly 
as he led the way down the 
spiral stairway, after opening 
the child safety gate to let his 
visitors pass. They were only 
shadows in the night, but he 
could recognize his former 
partner’s bulky frame. The 
other was thin and wiry, small, 
not particularly impressive in 
build, rather like Noah him-
self. It was only when Mitch 
stumbled slightly and grazed 
against the wall that Noah 
realized that all was not well 
with them.
When they reached the kitchen 
and he snapped on the light, 

he saw the blood. He quickly 
maneuvered Mitch (Casimir 
Mitchell, his full name was, 
but he was Mitch to most 
people who knew him) into the 
largest chair and took a look. It 
was a bullet wound, not deep, 
but still bleeding sluggishly. 
Fortunately, the blood was 
bright red. If it had been an 
injecta bullet, some other color 
would be oozing, rife with 
poison. Swiftly, he slapped the 
kettle on the stove and grabbed 
a towel to replace the rag that 
currently served as a bandage.
“What’s going on here?” he 
demanded fiercely, under 
his breath. “Where did this 
happen?” He took a deep 
breath and went on, even more 
angrily, “Why did you come 
here? I’ve got a wife and three 
kids!”
Mitch grimaced. Noah was 
being none too gentle in his 
ministrations. The young man 
behind him - Archer, was 
it? – took the towel from him, 
somehow without assert-
ing himself in any way, and 
pressed it into the wound. His 
face was square and attentive, 
but deferential. Despite his in-
terference, he clearly regarded 
both men as his superiors.

The next installment 
will appear next week. 
If you can’t wait, this 
story is available for 
free on Kindle Unlim-
ited or for only $2.99 
on Kindle. (Reviews 
are very welcome, if 
you want to leave one 
after finishing the 
book.)

This is the 19th excerpt from 
the book, Story, Story, The 
Tale of the Eighth Herald, 
Book 1. In the 18th installment 
last week and the preceding 
installments, Noah Peterson, 
park ranger, was handed a 
newborn baby by an apparent 
madman reciting “Story, story, 
tall tale, lie…” who then faded 
into the woods. Noah took the 
baby home to his childless 
wife, falling asleep he dreamt 
of a boy meeting a tramp and 
a dog named Prince. Then his 
dream segues into something 
creepier, babies in jars… and 
the head of a biotech firm, 
who makes a deal with a 
creepy stranger involving the 
addition of a ‘unifying princi-
ple’ which he mockingly calls 
a ‘soul’ to his experimental 
embryos for designer children. 
In return, ‘Nick’ demands that 
Brad change his product line 
and produce adult men, for 
the dissatisfied women of the 
world. Noah wakes to his wife 
and new child in bed with him. 
Over the sleeping baby, now 
named Cameron, Martie 
tells him, joyfully that she is 
pregnant. 
Chapter 3 opens with a dis-
cussion over what Cameron 
the elephant thinks of baby 
Cameron, thanks to Noah’s 
education in Animal Commu-
nication, which he has passed 
on to Martie, a self-educated 
vet, who finds it useful in her 
work at the ranger station. A 
letter arrives, causing their 
boss, Nate, to joke that Noah 
must have a ‘baby project’ in 
every city. The writer is actu-
ally Noah’s sister, Jessie, who 
is pregnant, too, and her hus-
band doesn’t want the baby. 
Arrangements are made for 
her to come to the station, give 
birth and leave the child with 
the Petersons, to be raised as 
their son. Martie at first finds 
herself happily surveying the 
prospect of three children, 
until she miscarries for the 

third time. Noah buries the 
child, picking a special stone 
as a marker, as he had with the 
first two. 
Jessie leaves. With two babies 
to care for, Martie throws her-
self into their care. Noah finds 
himself shut out and grouchy. 
For the first time, he feels 
some sympathy for his stern 
fundamentalist father who 
had coped with 12 children 
in the house at one time. He 
remembers himself as a child, 
cheating at chores and how 
he had resented his father’s 
discipline. He heads to the 
forest to rebuild an observa-
tion deck, going by tangawood 
bike. There for the second 
time, he hears the sound of 
the passage of some enormous 
beast. Eventually he reports 
this to Nate who ignores him 
but says they are going to the 
City for a meeting. Noah is 
reluctant, but must, because 
he is the expert on the species 
preservation project. That 
night, unable to sleep, Noah 
uses the Companion, a media 
circuit installed in his brain, 
to access news and a cross 
between a social platform and 
e-mail (they also have 3-mail). 
He argues with people, in 
particular an amusing ‘enemy’ 
called Upender. He also fields 
several comments accusing 
him of being a religious nut, 
which elicits nothing but scorn 
from him, as he is an atheist, 
on the argument that the world 
is too screwed up for there to 
be a God. He detaches from 
the Companion and dreams of 
a child whose home is burned 
by invaders and who narrowly 
escapes death because of that 
dream dog, who is killed in his 
stead. He is taken away by a 
mysterious man who reminds 
him of his grandfather. 
In real life, Noah, while 
preparing for the trip, is 
confronted by his wife, who 
says Nate made a pass at her. 
He disbelieves her and they 

part on bad terms. In the City, 
after several days of fruitless 
conference (but good partying, 
according to Nate) Noah, in 
frustration, decides to take 
a walk, unaware that he is 
being watched. The watcher 
is replaced by another so that 
Watcher no. 1, named Kappa 
Mu, can keep his appointment 
with someone named ‘Death’ 
also known as Aza, who is try-
ing to recruit him over to his 
side. Noah navigates a raunchy 
entertainment district, evades 
his watcher, slips into an aban-
doned field and emerged as a 
drunken derelict in tattered 
clothes. In this guise, he goes 
to visit his old friend, Zeus, 
the fix-it guy, who has been 
his friend from way back, 
when they both saved one 
another’s lives. He spills some 
of his frustration to Zeus over 
coffee, and his friend observes 
that he is keeping his wife at 
a disadvantage because of his 
own insecurities, not because 
he really believes that Martie 
is lying or that she invited Na-
te’s attentions. He says Noah 
is lucky to have what Zeus 
doesn’t have, and not to blow 
his marriage. He them askd if 
Noah would like to come out 
on a job fixing a lock. The two 
of them head out together.
Noah stops when he recog-
nizes an intersection. Years 
ago, this was where they hung 
the Nevil! (A Nevil is one of 
the bio-engineered men sold to 
women, which later on began 
to take over the women, tell 
them what to think and later 
collected them into harems.) 
Noah had been drunk back 
then and stumbled on a riot, 
the Nevil being killed and 
two of his women. Noah went 
berserk and knocked out 
several rioters, causing the rest 
to flee, but was only able to 
save one of the women, who 
is now his wife, Martie. Her 
once belonging to a Nevil is 
one reason he didn’t believe 

her charge against Nate. There 
is smoke in the air on this 
present night and Noah hears 
no fire trucks. Investigating, 
he discovers a walled house 
afire, with police running here 
and there, not fighting the 
fire but adding to it. An old 
woman he recognizes from his 
dreams lies dead in a fountain. 
He hears a child crying and 
looks up to see a small girl on 
a balcony, which is collapsing. 
Without thinking, he dashes 
in and catches her, then rushes 
back to dunk them both, afire, 
into the fountain. A policeman 
tries to take the kid, but Noah 
pretends she is his daughter, 
saying they both came to 
watch the fire. He walks away 
then breaks into a run when he 
hears shouts behind, returning 
to the well, where he knows 
there is a hiding place. On 
climbing down, with the child 
holding on, he drops two rocks 
into the water, making it look 
as if they had both drowned. 
His pursuers leave, but another 
watcher comes and lingers by 
the well. Eventually, this one 
leaves, too.
On returning home with the 
girl, smuggling her out of the 
City, Noah offers her to Martie 
as a kind of peace prize, but 
she is still standoffish, while 
caring for the disturbed and 
difficult girl, now called Sam. 
Noah unsettled, even about 
himself, noticing for the first 
time how given he is to doing 
things without thinking. Even-
tually, things come to a head, 
Martie having a hysterical 
outbreak in the night as Noah 
wakes to being slapped and 
punched. Protecting his face 
with his hands, not wanting 
to hurt her, he can only listen 
as she reveals the true nature 
of the relationship women 
had with Nevils, being virtual 
slaves with silver collars and 
chains, all of them repeatedly 
used. She demands how he can 
possibly love her if 

he thinks she was a willing 
participant. Finally she hurls 
herself away and out of the 
room. Guilty and shocked, 
(and yet, still wondering with 
whom she currently is) Noah 
sleeps poorly. (He had thought 
that he would lose his job, 
having punched Nate twice 
before leaving the city, but, in 
fact, Nate never refers to it, 
and leaves the ranger station 
shortly thereafter. Noah is 
shorthanded and overworked, 
left the only one in charge, but 
presses on with the species 
project.)
In the morning, husband and 
wife reconcile, but later Noah 
feels impelled to tell her some 
of his own secrets, about his 
first marriage, how Valia and 
his chlldren were killed in a 
raid by someone (he thought 
it was the Empirie) on their 
tribal village. Martie isn’t 

totally happy when he admits 
that hiding this was partly 
because he still loved his first 
wife, but the fact that he had 
this loss softens her attitude. 
The overwork gets to both of 
them in time and Noah admits 
to the empty air that they need 
help. He sees the image of a 
stranger who later turns up 
looking for work, a blond and 
child-like young man with 
piercing blue eyes. Not trust-
ing him in dangerous times, 
Noah turns him away. He later 
reappears with a friend, dark-
skinned with long braids, who 
helps Martie deliver a buffalo 
calf. Noah still doesn’t trust 
either one and makes them 
leave, to Martie’s annoyance. 
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