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(HANCOCK, N.Y.) – 
Senator Fred Akshar 
joined over 30 commu-
nity members, friends 
and family in Hancock 
to recognize two local 
residents who have 
devoted their lives to 
providing foster homes 
to children in need.

Gary and Sue Miller of 
Hancock, both age 64, 
have fostered over 100 
children and adopted 
12 in addition to raising 
two biological children 
of their own during 
their 42 years of mar-
riage.

Originally from West 
Islip, Long Island, 
Gary and Sue moved 
to Pennsylvania before 
settling in Hancock, 
NY. After adding 
two parents, sixteen 
children and fourteen 
grandchildren to their 
faimly, the Miller fam-
ily continues to grow. 
They are currently 
fostering one two-year-
old and a five-year-old. 
Today, Gary continues 
to work multiple jobs 

to support his family, 
but remains involved 
in every aspect of his 
children and grand-
children’s lives. Sue 
remains a full-time 
24-hour stay at home 
mother and grandmoth-
er, handling the cook-
ing, cleaning, laundry, 
doctor’s appointments, 
school appointments, 
babysitting, taking care 
of all the animals, and 
so much more. 

Senator Fred Akshar 
presented the Millers 
with a Senate Procla-
mation and a Senate 
Commendation plaque 
to commemorate their 
continued service and 
impact on children in 
need in the community.

“The Millers are every-
day community heroes 
in the truest sense of 
the word,” said Senator 
Fred Akshar. “They are 
extraordinary people 
who have made a last-
ing impact on so many 
children’s lives, and it’s 
my honor to recognize 
and thank them for 

their service on behalf 
of a grateful commu-
nity.” 

The recognition comes 
after several residents, 
including adopted 
daughter Jesamin 
“Jazzy” Miller, con-
tacted Senator Akshar’s 
office and shared the 
couple’s story. 

“I can honestly say that 
I would not be where 
I am today, if it was 
not for them,” said 
Jesamin Miller. “At 
eight-months old, I was 
brought to my parents 
by a caseworker. I was 
taken out of my birth 
mother’s house be-
cause she was an unfit 
mother. I was neglected 
to the point where the 
caseworkers said, ‘this 
baby has no emotions, 
we don’t think she will 
ever smile again.’ Al-
most twenty-two years 
later, I graduated from 
a Private University, 
where I was a walk-on 
Division 2 athlete and 
achieved a BBA in Fi-
nance. Now, I am pur-

suing a Master’s degree 
in Information Systems 
and have a full-time job 
starting in September. 
You would never know 
that I am one of 16 kids 
with the opportuni-
ties my parents helped 
make possible for me. I 
am just one of a hun-
dred-plus children that 
have come in and out 
of my parents’ home. 
Some kids have stayed 
a night, weeks, months, 
years, and forever, but 
no matter the length of 
time they stayed, they 
were always treated 
like family the moment 

they came in the door.”

“Gary and Sue are the 
first people to step 
up when they hear of 
anyone in need,” said 
Brian Riter, an occu-
pational therapist that’s 
worked with the Miller 
family in Hancock for 
many years. “They pro-
vide food, supplies, and 
emotional support to all 
that know them. This 
family is a gift to our 
community. I can not 
imagine a more deserv-
ing family.”

“It’s a big surprise, it’s 

very nice but we never 
did it for recognition,” 
said Gary Miller. “Af-
ter so many years with 
so many kids, we look 
back and we’ve been 
very blessed to have so 
many children.” 

“They’ve all been very 
successful and gone on 
to wonderful colleges,” 
said Sue Miller. “After 
every child, we always 
said ‘no more’ but 
we’re also Catholic and 
we feel it was all meant 
for a reason. How can 
you say ‘No?”

Senator Fred Akshar Honors Longtime Foster Parents in Hancock

The fans, crews and 
drivers at Five Mile 
Point Speedway 
opened their hearts 
and their wallets on 
Saturday for injured 
driver Will Eastman. 
$2.080 was raised, 
during the Heath 
Memorial, to help 
defray the medical 

bills for the former 
600cc Modified 
Track Champ who 
was severely burned 
in an incident at Penn 
Can Speedway.
   Drivers went 
through the pits and 
the grandstand with 
helmets to raise some 
money for the injured 

driver and every-
one went above and 
beyond for the cause. 
Thank you to each 
and every one that 
made a donation. On 
behalf of everyone at 
Five Mile Point, we 
would like to wish a 
speedy recovery to 
Will Eastman.

FIVE MILE POINT FANS, DRIVERS AND 
CREWS STEP UP FOR WILL EASTMAN; 

OVER $2,000 RAISED
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Cheerful ProsPeCt

By Alicia Marsland 
Geromel

A Column of News & 
Comment by Senator 
James L. Seward

As we approach sum-
mer’s peak, there is no 
doubt that steamy weath-
er and warmer tempera-
tures are here.  With that, 
it’s a great time to take 
steps that will help you 
stay cool and keep energy 
bills in check.

The New York Public 
Service Commission 
(PSC) and the New York 
State Energy Research 
and Development Au-
thority (NYSERDA) have 
offered a number of great 
tips over the years to 
help inform people about 
steps they can take to use 
less electricity but still 
keep cool throughout the 
summer.  By employing 
various energy efficiency 
strategies, residential 
and business customers 
can control their summer 
energy costs, protect the 

environment and assist 
the state in meeting peak 
electricity demand.

Consumers are also en-
couraged to utilize some 
of the following no-cost 
energy saving measures:

Close drapes, windows 
and doors on your home’s 
sunny side to reduce solar 
heat buildup;
Turn off air conditioners, 
lights and other appli-
ances when not at home 
and use a timer to turn on 
your air conditioner about 
a half-hour before arriv-
ing home. Use advanced 
power strips to centrally 
“turn off” all appliances 
and save energy;
If purchasing an air con-
ditioner, look for an EN-
ERGY STAR qualified 
model. ENERGY STAR 
air conditioners use up 
to 25 percent less energy 
than a standard model;
Fans can make rooms feel 
five to 10 degrees cooler 

and use 80 percent less 
energy than air condi-
tioners;
Set your air conditioner 
at 78 degrees or higher 
to save on your cooling 
costs;
Place your air conditioner 
in a central window, 
rather than a corner win-
dow, to allow for better 
air movement;
Consider placing the unit 
on the north, east or the 
best-shaded side of your 
home. Your air condi-
tioner will have to work 
harder and use more 
energy if it is exposed to 
direct sunlight;
Clean the cooling and 
condenser fans plus the 
coils to keep your air 
conditioner operating 
efficiently and check the 
filter every month and 
replace as needed;
Use appliances such as 
washing machines, dry-
ers, dishwashers and ov-
ens early in the morning 
or late at night. This will 

also help reduce humidity 
and heat in the home;
Microwave food when 
possible. Microwaves use 
approximately 50 percent 
less energy than conven-
tional ovens;
Be mindful of the differ-
ent ways you’re consum-
ing water throughout 
your home. Instead of 
using 30 to 40 gallons 
of water to take a bath, 
install a low-flow show-
erhead, which uses less 
than 3 gallons a minute.

NYSERDA also offers 
a range of residential 
programs to help make 
energy efficient up-
grades in homes – good 
for summer and winter.  
NYSERDA works with 
certified contractors who 
can give your home a full 
energy assessment.  You 
receive a detailed list of 
recommended improve-
ments that can include 
everything from added 
insulation and energy ef-

ficient lighting to a high-
efficiency heating system 
and ENERGY STAR® 
certified appliances.

There are programs to 
assist businesses and 
non-profits.  For example, 
Green Jobs Green New 
York Energy Studies 
will identify and analyze 
opportunities to make 
buildings more efficient, 
which lowers associated 
energy costs. Small busi-
nesses with 100 or fewer 
full-time equivalent em-
ployees or not-for-profit 
organizations of any size 
are eligible for this cost-
share program.

Another NYSERDA pro-
gram of note targets our 
farmers.  The Agriculture 
Energy Audit Program 
sends consultants to 
farms to perform energy 
audits.  The “flextech” 
then offers technical 
assistance to identify en-
ergy efficiency measures.

Additional information 
regarding all of NYSER-
DA’s programs, many of 
which are free, is avail-
able online at www.
nyserda.ny.gov.

Along with the steps that 
you can take at home, the 
New York State De-
partment of Health has 
created an online list of 
cooling centers, where 
you can cool down on 
days of extreme heat.  For 
more information, visit 
http://www.health.ny.gov/
environmental/weather/
cooling.   Before going 
to a cooling center, it is 
important to call ahead 
to make sure it is open. 
Some cooling centers are 
only open during regu-
lar business hours and 
officially declared heat 
emergencies and extreme 
heat events.

STAYING COOL AND SAVING GREEN

My Favorite Quora 
Answers (lately) 

Q. When all is lost but 
there’s still a fight to 
be fought, when is the 
right time to give up?
A. Never. If it is worth 
fighting for, it is worth 
dying for, or losing 
your mind for, or your 
health for, or whatever. 
If you fight with the 
idea of giving up in the 
back of your mind, you 
might as well go home.

Q. What are easy ways 
to read people’s inten-
tions?
A. There is only one 
way: Don’t listen to 
what they say. Watch 
what they do.

Q. Why are young 
adults today increas-
ingly lacking motiva-

tion and drive, as if 
midlife crisis struck 
early?
A. The answer to this is 
so obvious! But no one 
comments on it be-
cause, well, they don’t 
really want us to catch 
on. These young people 
are emotionally dam-
aged by education. No, 
not by actual real edu-
cation but what passes 
for education in the 
past 20 years, maybe 
25 … no, my son is 35 
so… after third grade, 
that summer vacation, 
he moped around the 
house in a funk, not 
wanting to do anything 
, and this was a kid 
who was always busy 
with some project or 
other. I left him alone 
for about two weeks, 
hoping he would snap 
out of it himself. I usu-
ally talk to my chil-
dren, but I don’t poke 

and prod to see what’s 
wrong … unless I have 
a pretty good idea as 
to why they are upset 
and think they might 
just listen to a motherly 
suggestion.
Well, he didn’t snap out 
of it, so I finally took 
him to the bench in the 
backyard and asked 
him what was the mat-
ter. “What is the point 
of doing anything?“ 
he said, dully. “The 
earth will be gone in 10 
years.“ (Mind you, this 
was 27-ish years ago. 
It wasn’t global warm-
ing, but “If all the trees 
die in the Amazon, we 
won’t have any more 
oxygen” or some balo-
ney like that. Since the 
60s, the environmental 
scares have been com-
ing at us with the speed 
of a freight train with 
infinite cars.)
A year later his little 

sister came home from 
kindergarten, wrapped 
her arms around my 
knees and wailed 
“They’re killing all the 
trees!”
This, folks, is child 
abuse! And it’s been 
going on for a third of 
the century, as if inno-
cent, ignorant, vulnera-
ble children can some-
how “save the world“. 
Children haven’t been 
allowed to be children 
and they haven’t been 
taught properly most 
of the things that I was 
taught in the 50s. That 
would include real His-
tory, interesting history, 
with religion included 
because religion is part 
of history, Math that 
makes sense and is 
reasonably easy to do, 
Reading with phonics 
which makes spelling a 
breeze!
So school is torture 

and there is no hope. 
It’s no wonder so many 
people are killing 
themselves with fentan-
yl. The wonder is the 
resilience of children, 
which is evidenced 
by the fact that they 
aren’t ALL dead! Mind 
you, my own children 
aren’t only ones that I 
have coped with who 
thought like this. As 
a teacher I saw this a 
great deal: a student 
who knew no math 
appropriate to his ninth 
grade level but was 
completely conversant 
with global warming. 
Two little girls wor-
rying together if they 
were going to ever get a 
chance to grow up…
How did I handle all 
of these? I said (more 
or less): “‘The earth is 
the Lord’s and all that 
is therein’. Therefore, 
God won’t let the Earth 

die until it’s the right 
time and if it’s the right 
time there’s nothing to 
worry about. ‘Fear not, 
Little Flock, in God’s 
house there are many 
mansions.’”
You see, religion has 
its uses. However, even 
an atheist ought to be 
able to see that this is 
child abuse. So you’ve 
terrified children for 
their entire childhood 
and given them no 
hope for the future 
when there’s nothing 
this little tyke can do to 
save the world except 
stupid recycling (which 
any child can see isn’t 
going to do the trick.) 
And you’re surprised 
they have no motiva-
tion? Really?
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obituaries

Jeanne M. Currie
On Saturday, July 27, 
2019, Jeanne “Jamie” 
Marie Currie (née 
Ogren), 88, of Bain-
bridge, NY, beloved
wife and mother of nine 
children passed away 
peacefully, surrounded 
by her family. She was 
born on
January 7, 1931, to 
Jeanne Marie (née 
Kelly) and John Ivar 
Ogren, and was raised 
in Brooklyn, NY, where
she met her husband of 
68 years, John Currie. 
She graduated from 
James Madison High 
school in 1949.
She developed a love of 
the arts at a very young 
age and she and John 
were beautiful ball-
room dancers.
They chose to raise 
their family on a dairy 
farm in Bainbridge, 
where Jamie loved to 
garden and
welcomed as many 
people to the dinner 
table as could possibly 
fit. She was a woman of 
remarkable
strength who triumphed 
over many challenges 
in her long life, and 
greeted everyone with a 
smile. She
accepted everyone 
without judgment, and 
her simplest pleasures 
were hugs and kisses 
from those she
loved, singing, reading, 
and spending time with 
her family and friends.
Jamie was a devout 
Catholic who was 
proud to be a member 
of the Secular Francis-
can Order, a
community of Catho-
lics who strive to live 
their lives in the spirit 
of Francis of Assisi. 
She shared her
beautiful voice as a part 
of the choir at St. John 
the Evangelist Catholic 
Church for years. She 
worked for
many years at Sheffield 
Products in Norwich, 
NY, and enthusiasti-
cally took up hiking 
upon her
retirement.
Jamie was preceded in 

death by her parents, 
Jeanne and John Ogren, 
her sister, Dolores 
Hoffman, her
brothers, John and Pe-
ter Ogren, and her be-
loved children, Heather 
Ann Currie and Kevin 
Currie. She
always said that her 
greatest joy and accom-
plishment was having 
her children. She is 
survived by her
husband, John Currie, 
children Scott Cur-
rie (Deborah Brown) 
Bainbridge, NY, Todd 
Currie (Gabriella),
Colorado Springs, CO, 
Angel Brown, Zeph-
yrhills, FL, Brian Cur-
rie, Bainbridge, NY, 
Lisa Ritter (Brano),
North Charleston, SC, 
Matthew Currie (May 
Sol Sanchez), Afton, 
NY, and Christine 
Zelenak (Francis),
Arlington, VA. She 
also leaves behind her 
sister, Ronnie Libbey 
and brother, Kenneth 
Ogren, several
nieces and nephews, 
and 22 grandchildren, 
21 great-grandchildren, 
and 4 great-great-
grandchildren.
The family will receive 
visitors at C.H. Land-
ers Funeral Home at 21 
Main Street, Sidney, 
NY on Thursday,
Aug. 1 from 5:00 to 
7:00 pm. A Funeral 
Mass will be held at 
11:30 a.m. Friday, Aug. 
2, at St. John the
Evangelist Catholic 
Church at 34 S. Main 
St. in Bainbridge. After 
burial in Greenlawn 
Cemetery, a
reception will be held 
at the church.
Condolences and 
memories may be 
shared online at www.
landersfh.com
In lieu of flowers, 
donations may be made 
in Jamie’s honor to St. 
Jude Children’s Re-
search Hospital, a
charity dear to her 
heart.
Arrangements are 
under the direction of 
C.H. Landers Funeral 
Chapel Sidney, NY.

Jeanne M. Currie

Elnora E. Blakeslee, 88 
of Harpursville passed 
away on Sunday July 
28, 2019. She was
predeceased by her son 
Brian Blakeslee. She is 
survived by her hus-
band of 65 years
Gordon Blakeslee, 2 
sons &amp; daughter-
in-law, Robert &amp; 
Candace Blakeslee, 
Binghamton,
Todd Blakeslee, Har-
pursville, 4 grandchil-
dren, Ciara Blakeslee 
&amp; Nickolas Trout-
man,
Garrett, Logan, &amp; 
Braelyn Blakeslee, 
sister-in-law Barbara 

Blakeslee, and several 
loving
nieces, nephews, cous-
ins, and friends includ-
ing Freda and June who 
provided care and
countless prayers. She 
was a loving homemak-
er who took great pride 
in raising her children
and caring for her 
grandchildren, as well 
as, many foster chil-
dren. She was a mem-
ber of
the Bethel Chapel in 
Harpursville and taught 
Sunday school for 40 
years. May we always
feel your spirit and con-
tinue to care for chil-

Elnora E. Blakeslee

Patricia M. Jones, 65 
of Bainbridge passed 
away unexpectedly 
on Sat. July 27, 2019.  
She was the daughter 
of Herbert & Ruth 
(Cleven) Murray.  She 
married Ernest F. Jones 
who survives her.  She 
is also survived by, 2 
children, Barry Stark, 
Walton, Casandra Nich-
ols, Bainbridge, sisters, 
Sue (Dave) Taphous, 
NC, Barb (Steven) 
Jones, NC, brothers, 
Richard (Margaret) 
Murray, Lockport, NY, 

Dave (Danita) Murray, 
FL and also several 
nieces and nephews.  
She was also prede-
ceased by a brother, 
Robert James Murray.
A Memorial Ser-
vice will be held on 
Sun. at 11 a.m. at the 
Wells Bridge Baptist 
Church.  Online condo-
lences may be made at:   
www.wmaddenfh.com.   
Arrangements by the 
Westcott-Madden Fu-
neral Home 123 Main 
Street Unadilla.

Patricia M. Jones

Donald M. Wilber, Sr.
Mt. Upton—Donald M. 
Wilber, Sr., 74, passed 
away on Monday, July 
22, 2019 at Bassett 
Medical Center in Coo-
perstown.  He was born 
on April 25, 1945 in 
Butternuts, son of Mau-
rice Wilber and Wanda 
(Pegg) Wilber and grew 
up in Morris.  
Don was married to 
Loretta Clark in 1977, 
sharing nearly 42 years 
of marriage.  He was 
a truck driver for over 
50 years, most recently 
working for Quality 
Hardwoods.  
Don enjoyed being in 
the woods and was an 
avid woodcutter.  He 
liked playing pitch and 
water skiing, and visit-
ing the auction house 
in New Berlin every 
Saturday night.  He was 
also a dedicated mem-
ber of the Tired Iron 
Tractor Club in Mor-
ris.  He was honest and 
good hearted and a silly 
grandpa.  
Don will be missed 
by:  his wife, Loretta; 
5 children:  Laurie El-
dridge (Steve Schlutz), 
Donna Birch (Ford), 
Betsy Dean (Brian), 
Brenda Palmer (Ron-
ald Allen) and Donald 

Wilber, Jr. (Sabrina 
Hetrick); grandchil-
dren:  Cory, Dustin, 
Thomas, Kodye, Tessa, 
Samantha, Cassidy, 
Lilly and Raven; great-
grandchildren Ashdyn, 
Caroline, Draven, 
Paxdyn and one on the 
way; siblings:  Susan, 
David (Kathy) and 
Terry (Linda), his be-
loved black lab, Hazel, 
as well as many cousins 
and friends.  
He was predeceased by 
his mother and stepfa-
ther, Wanda and Ferris 
Middlemast; father and 
stepmother, Maurice 
and Florence Wilber, 
and infant daughter, 
Erin Margaret.
Friends may call from 
11:00am to 1:00pm on 
August 4, 2019 at C.H. 
Landers Funeral Cha-
pel, 21 Main St. Sidney.  
A memorial service 
will begin at 1:00pm 
at the funeral chapel 
with burial following in 
Maplewood Cemetery, 
Mt. Upton.  
Share condolences with 
the family online at 
www.landersfh.com.
Arrangements are 
under the direction of 
C.H. Landers Funeral 
Chapel, Sidney.  

Donald M. Wilber, Sr.

BAINBRIDGE—Ralph 
E. Rice, 95, passed away 
on Tuesday, July 23, 2019 
at Norwich Rehabilita-
tion & Nursing Center 
surrounded by his family.  
Ralph was born on No-
vember 7, 1923 in Sayre, 
PA, the 7th of 8 children 
to Harry and Ruby (Var-
ney) Rice.  
He grew up on the fam-
ily farm and attended 
Oxford Academy.  
He enlisted in the US 
Navy and Coast Guard 
in December 1942 and 
served on the Battleship 
USS New York, and then 
as a Gunner’s Mate on 
the Destroyer Escort USS 
Lowe.  He was honorably 
discharged on October 
6, 1945.  He was proud 
to earn his High School 
diploma after his service.  
On February 8, 1945, he 
was married to Laura 
Lewis, sharing 49 years 
together and raising five 
children.  She prede-
ceased him in 1993.  
Ralph worked for NY-
SEG for 17 years before 
becoming self employed, 
owning and operat-
ing Ralph Rice & Sons 
Plumbing, Heating & 
Electric for 40 years.
He was a fireman for 
20 years and served on 
the Bainbridge Town 
Board for 12 years.  He 
was a life member of the 
Sidney American Legion 
Post 183, Sidney VFW 
Post 7914, Sidney Elks 
Lodge 2175 and the Un-
adilla Rod & Gun Club, 
as well as a Past Master 
for the Bainbridge Ma-
sonic Lodge.
Ralph and Laura en-
joyed his early years of 
retirement going to their 
winter home in Florida.  

Later, he shared life with 
his beloved companion of 
24 years, Evelyn Denison 
who survives him.  
Ralph is survived by:  
his children:  JoAnn 
Carlin (Jim), Gary Rice 
(Dorey), Douglas Rice 
(Dorothy), Pat Rice and 
Marilyn Howe (Alex); 
grandchildren:  Robert 
Carlin, Kristy Cornell, 
Sarah Gifford, Terry 
Rice, Mike Rice and 
Mark Rice; 16 great-
grandchildren; 2 great, 
great-grandchildren, and 
several nieces, nephews 
and cousins.  
In addition to his wife 
and parents, Ralph was 
predeceased by his broth-
ers:  Glenn, Max, Harold, 
Fred and Lawrence, and 
sisters:  Kathryn and 
Amy.
Friends may call from 
6:00-9:00pm on Sunday, 
July 28, 2019 at C.H. 
Landers Funeral Chapel, 
21 Main St. Sidney, NY 
13838.  Funeral services 
will be held at 2:00pm 
on Monday, July 29th 
at the funeral chapel.  
Graveside services with 
military honors will take 
place on August 9th at 
4:00pm in Greenlawn 
Cemetery, Bainbridge.  
In lieu of flowers, memo-
rial donations may be 
directed to the Sidney 
American Legion or the 
Sidney VFW.
Share condolences and 
memories with the family 
online at www.landersfh.
com.
Arrangements are under 
the direction of C.H. 
Landers Funeral Chapel, 
Sidney.  

dren as you have. “The 
eternal God is your
refuge, and his ever-
lasting arms are under 
you.”
 A Funeral Service will 
be held on Friday Au-
gust 2, 2019 at 10 a.m. 
at Brookvale United
Methodist Church, 2 
Canfield Rd, Bing-
hamton, NY.  Rev. Eric 
Jensen will officiate.  
In lieu of
flowers, donations may 
be made to the Elnora 

Blakeslee Memorial 
Scholarship at
Harpursville C.S.D. 
Attention Guidance Of-
fice PO Box 147, Har-
pursville, NY 13787. 
Online
condolences may 
be made at:   www.
omaddenfh.com.  Ar-
rangements by the 
Osterhoudt-
Madden Funeral Home 
69-71 Maple Street 
Harpursville.

Ralph Elwin Rice
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Unadilla Drive InsPorts

Five Mile Point Playing this Friday through Sunday, Lion King and Spider-Man. Tick-
ets are $8 for adults, $5 for children, and $6 for seniors. Gates open at 

7:00, and movies start at dusk.-- 

55th Heath Memorial 
Find Travis Smith 
Victorious
By: Dawn Maynard

A great crowd viewed an awe-
some night of racing at Five 
Mile Point Speedway for the 
Heath Memorial Modified 55 
lap feature event paying $2055 
plus lap money. Even though 
mother nature tried to put a 
damper on the event, the show 
was completed. A short shower 
came down just before qualify-
ing was to start. The track 
crew went straight to work 
getting the track ready. One 
hundred sixteen teams were 
on hand all hoping that their 
driver would be bringing home 
the prestigious memorial cup 
trophy. Along with the special 
races, the Legends Of Five 
Mile Point were honored. Fifty 
five drivers, owners, flaggers, 
scorers and track workers were 
all brought before the crowd. A 
special tribute to Chuck Akulis 
was seen as Scott Landers 
renumbered his modified to 3J. 
Lander’s business, Bingham-
ton Tire and Truck Center was 
also the nights sponsor. One 
other special moment has held 
as various drivers and crew 
went through the grandstands 
and pit area to help a fellow 
racer. Former Excel 600 Track 
Champion, Will Eastman was 
seriously injured after a race 
the night before. The gen-
erosity of the racing family 
collected $2,080.00 for the 
Eastman family. Will has a 
long recovery period ahead of 
him.

On to the nights events found 
the Factory Stock and Excel 
600’s only running feature 
events. They certainly put on 
a great show. Factory stocks 
found Josh Dumas and Matt 
Millard bring the field to the 
green. It was Millard grabbing 
the early lead, with Buck Mills 
Jr., in hot pursuit. The battle 
behind them found Justin 
Slezak and Charlie Gilbert rac-
ing strong. On lap seven Buck 
Mills Jr., make a pass around 
the Millard machine. That 
also moved Junior’s dad into 
second. A caution came out on 
the next lap. On the restart it 
would be the Mills and Mills 
show for the lead. They raced 
hard swapping the lead back 
and forth. Unfortunately for 
Buck Sr., his night would end 
three laps from the end. A 
mechanical failure sent him 
pit side. Justin Slezak saw the 
opportunity to grab a check-
ered flag. The hard charging 
Buck Mills Jr., opened up a 
lead. He never looked back as 
he grabbed the win. Coming 
across behind him were Char-
lie Gilbert, Adam Gilbert, Ray 
Lindquist and Justin Slezak.

The Xcel 600cc Modified’s 
were up next with Sharon 
Stiles and Samantha Brown 
bring the field to the green. 
The caution came out just after 
the first lap was complete. The 
Brown machine lost a chain 
ending her night early. On the 
restart it was James Randall 
grabbing the lead. It appeared 
he had it all covered early on. 
Newcomer Mike Wilcha took 
the lead away for four laps.
After a caution on lap seven 
Randall regained the lead. This 
time opening up a lead and 
held off the charging field to 
pick up his first victory at Five 
Mile Point. Coming in second 
was Mike Wilcha, third to 
Dana Davis, fourth to Adam 
Mudge and rounding out the 
top five was Chelsee Beebe.

Next up was the Crate Sports-

man feature event. Making up 
the front row were Tom Hamp-
ton Jr. and Brandon Fritsch. 
When the green flag fell it was 
Fritsch take command. He lead 
every lap and made sure that 
no one would take it away. The 
event only had two cautions 
that made it easier for Brandon 
to maintain the lead he had. 
Behind him the battle for the 
top five was found between 
Randy Fox, Blaine Klinger and 
Todd Titus. Fox who started 
eighth worked his way through 
the field cautiously. He worked 
the high side and low side. Side 
by side action between him and 
Hampton was tremendous. The 
young driver Blaine Klinger 
after capturing the qualifying 
race held off the Fox machine. 
He also battled hard with the 
Todd Titus number 9T for 
many laps.
When the dust settled and 
checkers flew it was Fritsch 
grabbing his first victory. 
Blaine Klinger was second, 
Randy Fox third, Todd Titus 
fourth and Tom Hampton in 
fifith.

The popular Belgray Oil Front 
Wheel Drive divisions were 
up next. Novice made their 
way onto the track surface. 
John Maynard and Owen Clark 
brought the field to the green. 
Caution came out immediately 
with the Clark machine going 
pit side. On the restart, it was 
Maynard who grabbed the 
lead. Only one more caution 
came out during the twelve 
lap event. The battle between 
the Colwell brothers was tight 
during the whole feature. 
They swapped spots back 
and forth. A tough night for 
current points leader Walter 
Decker who went pit side with 
a mechanical problem. When 
the checkers flew it was John 
Maynard grabbing his first win 
of the season. Jason Colwell 
Jr., Anthony Zechino, Bill Col-
well and Ashley Slater rounded 
out the top five.

The Expert division followed 
the Novice for their fifteen 
lap event. Matt Mathers and 
Steve Lunn made up the front 
row. Mathers lead lap one until 
a caution came out. On the 
restart it was Lunn who stole 
the lead away. He opened up 
a sizeable lead until lap six. 
Something went bad on the 1z 
sending Steve to the pit area 
out of the event. That gave the 
lead to Jeremy Warren who 
opened a big lead. Current 
point leader, Nick Kennedy 
struggled early in the event. 
Trying to make the outside 
groove work his car suddenly 
turned left. It came in contact 
with the Brian Salmini 77. 
Hard contact was made and 
the red flag came out. Ken-
nedy was slow to get out of his 
machine. Safety crews were 
quick to attend to Kennedy to 
insure his safety. Due to time 
concerns the race was called at 
lap thirteen. That gave the race 
to Jeremy Warren with Caleb 
Lacey, Dave Simms, Randy 
Lane and Jeffery Tubbs finish-
ing second through fifth. A 
hard charger award was given 
to Randy Lane sponsored by 
James Difulivio Construction. 
James is a former racer in this 
popular division.

The final event of the eve-
ning was the 55 lap Modified 
feature. The Heath Memorial 
is and always will be one of 
the most prestigious event in 
the Southern Tier. This was the 
55th year which started in 1965 
with DeForest Chalker captur-
ing the win. To 2019 who 
would be the winner, current 
points leader Brian Malcolm 
or one of the many newcomers. 

The front row was made up of 
Brad Shaffer and Travis Smith. 
Starter Raymond Kennerup 
dropped the green flag it was 
Shaffer who grabbed the lead 
holding off the charging Smith. 
The event was plagued by sev-
en cautions. Keeping the field 
tight gave many of the drivers 
chances to make their moves. 
Smith and Shaffer battled hard 
on each of the restarts. At the 
half way point caution number 
six brought the field together 
again. On the restart it was 
Travis Smith who managed to 
make a move around the Shaf-
fer machine. One driver on the 
move throughout the event was 
Justin Holland. Holland has 
raced here in the past as did 
his father. He started sixteenth 
and methodically worked his 
way through the field. He and 
Shaffer battled hard for posi-
tion number two. In the closing 
laps Holland was able to get 
around the Shaffer machine. 
As the checkered flag fell it 
was Travis Smith picking up 
his first career Modified win 
at Five Mile Point. Following 
Travis was Justin Holland, 
Rusty Smith, Brad Szulewski, 
and Brad Weaver.
Once again it was a great night 
of racing. The Point will be 
silent on Saturday, August 
3rd. We will resume racing on 
Saturday, August 10that 7:00 
pm, with a full card of racing. 
There will also be a Wing-
less Sprint Car Tour event. Be 
sure to check out our website 
or Facebook page for more 
information.

COMPLETE RUNDOWN:

5th ANNUAL HEATH ME-
MORIAL
SUNOCO MODIFIEDS: TRA-
VIS SMITH, Justin Holland, 
Rusty Smith, Brad Szulewski, 
Brad Weaver, Aleia Geisler, 
Matt Cole, Dan Solomon, Brad 
Shaffer, Jessie Klein, Brian 
Mady, Brian Malcolm, Brian 
Puckett, Scott Landers, Ron 
Cartwright, Brandon Walters, 
Joey Colsten, Glenn Knapp, 
Connor Sellars, Butch Getz, 
Brandon Martin, Steve Babi-
cek, Corey Cormier, Byron 
Worthing, Barry White. DQ: 
Allisa Cody. 36 Sunoco Modi-
fieds in attendance.
INSINGER PERFORMANCE 
CRATE SPORTSMAN: 
BRANDON FRITSCH, Blaine 
Klinger, Randy Fox, Todd Ti-
tus, Tom Hampton, Tyler Peet, 
Kyle Pierce, Randy Brokaw, 
Gary Smith, Brian Franko, 
Lem Atkins, Matt Brewer, Joe 
Wilgis, Mike Nagel, Jr., Corey 
Cormier, Punkie Marsh, Billy 
Bridges, Tighe Sherlock, Jake 
Mason.
600CC MODIFIEDS: JAMES 
RANDALL, Mike Wilcha, 
Dana Davis, Adam Mudge, 
Chelsea Beebe, Sharon Stiles, 
Ayden Morgan, Brett Gray, 
Justin LaDue, Samantha 
Brown, Mark Golden.
FACTORY STOCKS: BUCK 
MILLS, JR., Charlie Gilbert, 
Adam Gilbert, Ray Lindquist, 
Justin Slezak, Matt Millard, 
Alisha Towner, Alan Komar, 
Phil Burns, Casey McPherson, 
Buck Mills, Sr., Josh Dumas.
BELGRAY OIL FOUR CYL-
INDER EXPERTS: JEREMY 
WARREN, Caleb Lacey, Dave 
Simms, Randy Lane, Jeffrey 
Tubbs, Nick Kennedy, Brian 
Salmini, Josh Wilder, Mat 
Mather, Steve Lunn, Jeff Ster-
ling. DNS: Bob Kress.
BELGRAY OIL FOUR 
CYLINDER NOVICE: JOHN 
MAYNARD, Jason Colwell, 
Jr., Anthony Zechino, Billy 
Colwell, Ashley Slater, Tyler 
Vaughan, Cheyenne Bump, 
Austin Slater, Bethany Ber-
tram, Walter Decker, Owen 
Clark.
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MORRIS-The Cancer 
Services Program for 
Delaware, Otsego, 
Schoharie, Oneida, 
Herkimer and Madison 
Counties Mobile Coach 
is coming to the Otsego 
County Fair in Morris.  
Free Mammograms, 
Breast Exams, Pap 
Tests and Pelvic Ex-
ams  (to uninsured and 
underinsured women 

40 or older)  on Friday, 
August 2nd from 9 am 
to 2:30 pm.  Colorectal 
Cancer Screening take 
home kits  to uninsured 
and  underinsured men 
and women 50 or older 
will also be available.

Call 1-888-345-0225 
for your Free appoint-
ment.

MORRIS- The Otsego 
County Talent Contest 
will be held on Sat-
urday August 3 at the 
Morris Fair. Stop by 
the Grange building 
anytime during the fair 
week to register or call 
fair office at 607-263-
5289 for more informa-
tion.  The contest will 
be held in the Grange 
Building located on the 
fairgrounds with two 
divisions. The Mini 
competition 12 years 
and under will begin at 
1 pm the Maxi compe-
tition will start at 3 pm.   
Four categories each   
will be vocal, instru-
mental, dance and vari-
ety. Prizes of first place 

$20.00, second place 
15.00 and third place 
$10.00 will be awarded 
for each of the divi-
sions and categories. 
All first place winners 
will compete for best 
of show beginning at 5 
pm with a $50.00 cash 
award for Mini and 
Maxi donated by NBT 
Bank of Edmeston.

All qualifying contes-
tants will have a change 
to go The New York 
State Fair, Syracuse  to 
perform.

Entry registration 
application is on fair 
website www.otsego-
countyfair.org .

MORRIS-The Baby/
Toddler Contest will 
be held on Friday, 
August 2 at the Otsego 
County Fair located in 
The Grange building 
at 1 pm.  There will be 
13 classes from infant 
girls and boys  up to 4 
year olds. 

Judging will be based 
on how friendly (per-
sonality), smile and 
dress. 

First, second and third 
place ribbons will be 
awarded in each age 
group.   The Best over-

all boy and girl will 
each receive a $25.00 
cash award donated by 
Sidney Federal Credit 
Union.  

Entries may be made 
until noon day of show, 
but pre registration is 
suggested.

For more information  
email Anna Ritchey  
755ritchey@frontiernet.
net or call  by July 25 
at 607-563-1104 or visit  
fair web site www.
otsegocountyfair.org 
for complete details and 
entry registration form. MORRIS- The Exhibi-

tors book  to enter  for 
all departments is know 
online for area residents 
interested in exhibiting 
during the fair.

Beginning on Monday, 
July 1 the Entry clerk’s 
office will be open for 
registering your entries. 
Regular hours will be 
weekdays Monday thru 
Friday from 10 am to 
4 pm Saturdays July 
6 from 8 am to 1 pm, 
July 13 and 20 from 8 
am to 4 pm

.See other times online.

Closing dates to receive 
entries for all livestock, 

pre- registration for 
open horse shows  and 
camper registration 
will be July 13, and all 
entries in Floral Hall, 
antiques and grange 
entries by July 22.

A coloring contest for 
ages 12 and under is 
also the last page 120  
of the online book. All 
entries due at the entry 
clerk office by July 28.

Make plans to enter 
early for more informa-
tion for all classes

www.otsegocounty fair.
org  or phone 607-263-
5289.

MORRIS-The 24th 
annual hymn sing and 
special music will be 
held on Monday, July 
29 before the Otsego 
County Fair Opens 
beginning at 6:30 pm 
in the Grange Building 
located on the Otsego 
County Fairgrounds in 
Morris.

The hymn sing is under 
the direction on Matt 
Thompson and his 

family.  If you wish to 
participate with special 
music and for more in-
formation contact Matt 
at 607-373-1591.  All 
are welcome to attend 
this free event.

The Fair will be held 
from Tuesday, July 
30 through Sunday, 
August 4. Visit ot-
segocountyfair.org for 
complete schedule of 
events.

MORRIS-Starting 
Tuesday, July 30th  the 
Annual Otsego County 
Fair will bring fun, 
food and entertainment 
with Agriculture is Ev-
erywhere. Every Day. 
Celebrate it at the Fair.

 

General admission 
for opening day will 
continue with dollar 
day. Grandstand will 
feature the NYS Sire 
Stakes Harness racing 
at noon and evening 
fire service and school 
band parade followed 
by fireworks at dusk 
sponsored by NBT 
Bank.

Fairgoer will enjoy ani-
mal shows, agricultural 
exhibits, 4-H events 
and demonstrations in 
Floral Hall and Martin 
Halls, along side mid-
way thrills presented 
by Gillette Show Car-
nival Rides for the 50th  
season. Carnival rides 
opening on Tuesday at 

4 pm with Wednesday 
thru Sunday opening at 
noon.

Grandstand attractions 
will include Rafter Z 
Rodeo on Wednesday 
,Demolition Derbies 
will be on Thursday at 
7:00 pm, and Sunday 
shows at 1 and 6 pm .

Friday will feature 
the NYTPA Tractor 
Pull with classes for 
modified, super farm, 
2WD Tricks and 4WD 
3.0 Diesel Trucks and 
Saturday at 7 pm the 
Otsego County Fair 
pickup trucks and semi 
pulls.

The Free entertain-
ment tent will feature 
Buffalo Barfield and 
Un-Herd of entertain-
ment, Sundown Band, 
Rylee Lum Band, 
Krystal Pool, Randy 
Halse,  Jason Wicks, 
Rayne Johnson Dirt 
Road Express, and 
Country Duo Rick and 
Lori French, Lazy II, 

and The Tweedlers.  
The Open Karaoke will 
be held on Thursday at 
noon and 7 pm Kara-
oke contest. Saturday 
will be the 12 and Un-
der Karaoke contest at 
noon from 2 to 4 Open 
Karaoke  and Karaoke 
Finale at 7 pm

The Grange building 
features free entertain-
ment of Joe Lombardi 
at 12:30, Mary Frances 
Perricone at 2 pm  and 
Randy’s Harp Tones 
Harmonica Band  at 5 
pm on Tuesday, July 
30.  Wednesday fea-
tures Butternut Valley 
Grange Singers at 3:30  
and Asian American 
Association of Otsego 
County Cultural Dance 
and Music at 5 pm.  
Thursday, August 1 
will be Otsego School 
of Dance and Perform-
ing Arts at 5 pm. A 
special thanks to the 
Otsego County Gov-
ernment Grant for these 
performances.  Friday 
beginning at 1 pm will 

be the Baby/Toddler 
Contest with registra-
tion until noon.

The annual talent 
contest will be held 
on Saturday at 1 pm 
for mini and 3 pm for 
maxi division. The Best 
of Show will begin at 
5 pm at the Grange 
Building.

Saturday is also Chil-
dren’s Day with the 
100 bike giveaway with 
registration starting 
at 1 pm and drawings 
at  3 pm at the Grand-
stand.

Prior to opening, the 
Annual Otsego County 
Fair Hymn sing and 
special music will be 
at 6:30 in the Grange 
Building.   The Ag 
Olympics will start at 
7 pm in front of the 
grandstand  showcasing 
our area farmers.

For a complete  sched-
ule go to www.otsego-
countyfair.org
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Cemetery lovers by tina & Dale utter

looking baCk

Looking Back to July 28, 1993 
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Raccoon tests posi-
tive for Rabies in the 
Town of Bovina

A raccoon in the 
Town of Bovina has 
tested positive for 
rabies.  The rabid 
raccoon exposed one 
dog that was not up 
to date on its rabies 
vaccinations.  Public 
Health is working 
with the dog owner 
and Town of Bovina 
officials to implement 
a six-month quaran-
tine on the dog.  
Rabies is endemic to 
the area.  An expo-
sure to rabies can 
be fatal for a human 
or a pet.  Vaccina-
tion of pets and other 
animals is the best 
preventive measure 
available.  Be a re-
sponsible pet owner 
by keeping your pet’s 
vaccinations up to 
date. 
Once infected, rabies 
is a virus that has a 
100% fatality rate for 
mammals, including 
humans, when left 
untreated.  Public 
Health recommends 
the following precau-
tions to protect your-
self and your family 

from possible expo-
sure to rabies:

• Report any sick or 
strange acting wild-
life
• Vaccinate pets and 
livestock.  New York 
State law requires 
that all dogs, cats and 
ferrets be vaccinated 
against rabies by 4 
months of age.  Vac-
cinating your domes-
tic animal not only 
provides protection 
for the animal, but 
vaccinated pets act 
as a barrier to keep 
the rabies virus from 
spreading between 
wild animals and 
people.
• Vaccination is also 
recommended for 
livestock with fre-
quent human contact.
• Do not feed wildlife 
or stray animals and 
discourage them from 
seeking food near 
your home.
• Do not feed strays.  
According to Public 
Health Law an owner 
is defined as any per-
son keeping, harbor-
ing, or having charge 
or control of or per-
mitting any dog, cat 
or domesticated ferret 

to remain on or be 
lodged or fed within 
such person’s house 
yard or premises.
• Do not approach 
an unknown animal, 
either wild or domes-
tic, especially if it is 
acting in a strange or 
unusual manner.
• Report all animal 
bites and any con-
tact with bats to the 
Health Department in 
your county.  Human 
rabies can be prevent-
ed after exposure by 
administering a series 
of shots.  
• Keep garbage cans 
tightly covered and 
avoid storing any 
food outside.
• Children should be 
instructed to tell an 
adult immediately 
if they were bitten 
or scratched by any 
animal.
• If an unvaccinated 
pet comes in contact 
with rabid or suspect-
ed rabies the pet must 
be quarantined for six 
months.
• Vaccinated pets that 
come in contact with 
rabid or suspected 
rabies animal must be 
given a booster rabies 
vaccination within 

five days of the con-
tact.
The remaining rabies 
2019 rabies clinics 
are listed below can 
and can be viewed at  
www.delawarecoun-
typublichealth.com

Walton- August 6, 
2019 @ 6:00 pm 
– 8:00 pm Walton 
Highway Garage, 
25091 NY-10, Walton, 
NY 13856

Roxbury- August 
22, 2019 @ 6:00 pm 
– 8:00 pm Roxbury 

Town Garage, 52508 
NY-30, Roxbury, NY 
12474

Tompkins- Septem-
ber 4, 2019 @ 6:00 
pm – 8:00 pm High-
way Garage, 8586 
St. Route 206, Trout 
Creek, NY

East Branch-Septem-
ber 10, 2019,7PM-
8:30PM, East Branch 
Fire Hall, 29 Bridge 
St, East Branch, NY 
13756

October Rabies Clin-

ic date and location to 
be announced 

To report a suspected 
rabid animal call Del-
aware County Public 
Health Services at 
607-832-5200.  For 
more information call 
607-832-5200 or visit 
our website at www.
delawarecountypubli-
chealth.com

Raccoon Tests Positive for Rabies
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Puzzle Page

View last week answers or to 
print this page

visit  
chendelopost.com/puzzlepage

Want to see something 
different here? 

Email us at 
chendelopost@gmail.com

Sudoku
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Chapter Six – Crime and 
Memory

In his first life, when he 
was young, Noah remem-
bered, he had thought the 
world must have some 
kind of sense to it, some 
order, some clear and 
natural way of working 
things out. After all, God 
had created the world – 
as a child of simple, be-
lieving parents, that had 
seemed obvious enough – 
therefore the stories told 
in this place would have 
the proper endings (or, 
at least, his own story). 
Now, thinking about it, 
he realized that this so-
called faith had been not 
much more than a cheap 
variety of egotistic confi-
dence. It certainly hadn’t 
taken much in the way of 
disappointment to destroy 
it. Of course, at the time, 
he had thought it a very 
significant event, (not 
having experienced much 
in the way of significant 
events).
He stretched and lay back 
in the grass, gazing at the 
round, sparkling orbs of 
the stars, which shot out 
glancing infinitesimal 
shafts of light, blazing for 
an instant ruby-bright, 
topaz-yellow, or blue-
green as emeralds. He 
was watching idly for a 
shaft of indigo-violet, his 
favorite, and the rarest 
color. Only certain stars, 
like Tishirga, could reach 
that height and only on 
certain nights. Wiley 
dog, now all grown up, 
a fluffy red-gold crea-
ture that suffered from 
delusions of lion-hood, 
lay curled up at his side, 
snoozing.
For his part, Noah was 
restless, despite his con-
templative aspect. He had 
reason enough, what with 
not knowing whether 
he had loused up his 
life’s work and lost his 
position, not to mention 
depriving his wife and 
family of their home and 
a comfortable income 
- after adding another 
mouth to feed, yet. Then 

there was the possibility 
that he had put himself 
on some “government 
wanted” poster – not that 
that was something that 
really worried him, given 
his alter-identity, but it 
was just within the realm 
of probability that Nate 
might hear something 
or other and put two and 
two together.
However, even though 
he knew that he ought to 
be worried about these 
things, he couldn’t bring 
himself to feel as much 
angst over the future as 
he should have. He was 
more disturbed about 
other things. He had 
come home, immediately, 
the same day, before the 
conference was over, hir-
ing an ultralite taxi and 
leaving the station plane 
for Nate. He’d smuggled 
out the child (dressed in a 
pillow case with holes cut 
in it and rolled in his coat 
which he carried over his 
shoulder). Luckily, she’d 
been sleeping most of 
the time and made little 
noise.
It had been quite a home-
coming, he thought, won-
deringly, but also a bit 
wistfully. He was think-
ing of the night that the 
Nevil had died. (When 
was the last time Martie 
had clung to him in just 
that way? The way she 
had clung to him while 
the other woman - her 
stepmother, as it turned 
out, - though they had 
seemed about the same 
age - lay crumpled in a 
pool of blood?  When he 
had brought home infant 
Cam, subconsciously 
hoping for some similar 
welcome, she had almost 
pushed him away.)
This time, as Noah came 
in, unrolling his coat, and 
Martie caught sight of 
the child, she had been 
almost angry, although 
just a moment later, he 
had caught her eyes shin-
ing with unshed tears.  
Perhaps, however, that 
had been for the child’s 
sake, when she had seen 
the burned remnants of 

her hair, powdery shreds 
of which broke off in 
her hand. Luckily, upon 
examination, Noah’s 
original assessment was 
borne out. The child had 
no serious burns, only 
reddening of the skin, as 
if, passing through the 
flames, she had received 
nothing worse than a 
sunburn.
After that, Martie had 
busied herself with the 
wordless mite, washing 
and drying and coaxing 
to eat. Noah had at first 
fetched soap and towels 
and clothing, finding 
some kind of solace in 
the partnership of com-
mon purpose, but when 
the food was warmed and 
Martie had settled down 
to feeding the child, one 
spoonful at a time, he had 
felt himself de trop, and 
restless, so he had sought 
the shelter of the night 
sky.
That craven escape was 
something that had hap-
pened several more times 
in the last few days. The 
unexpected waif was a 
least partly responsible 
for that, but relations 
between Peterson and 
wife were tenuous, to say 
the least. One minute, 
especially when they 
were working together to 
solve a problem with an 
animal or dealing with 
the kids, they were on 
the same page, working 
as partners and friends. 
The next minute they 
had somehow slipped 
into a tenuous state of 
armistice, guarded with 
elaborate care but at the 
same time subject to oc-
casional shots across the 
uneasy border.

The next installment 
will appear next week. 
If you can’t wait, this 
story is available for free 
on Kindle Unlimited or 
for only $2.99 on Kin-
dle. (Reviews are very 
welcome, if you want to 
leave one after finishing 
the book.)

This is the 17th excerpt from the book, Story, Story, The Tale of the Eighth 
Herald, Book 1. In the 16th installment last week and the preceding install-
ments, Noah Peterson, park ranger, was handed a newborn baby by an ap-
parent madman reciting “Story, story, tall tale, lie…” usually used before a 
tale is told, who then faded into the woods. Noah took the baby home to his 
childless wife, falling asleep he dreamt of a boy meeting a tramp and a dog 

named Prince. Then his dream segues into something creepier, babies in 
jars… and the head of a biotech firm, who  gets a visit from a stranger pre-
pared to make him a deal, which involves allowing him to add the ‘unifying 

principle’ which he mockingly calls a ‘soul’ to his experimental embryos 
for designer children. In return, Nick demands that Brad change his product 
line and produce adult men, for the dissatisfied women of the world. Noah 
wakes to his wife and new child in bed with him. Over the sleeping baby, 

now named Cameron, Martie tells him, joyfully, and laughingly, that she is 
pregnant. 

Chapter 3 opens with a discussion over what Cameron the elephant thinks 
of baby Cameron,  thanks to Noah’s education in Animal Communication, 
which he has passed on to Martie, a self-educated vet, who finds it useful 
in her work at the ranger station. A letter arrives passed on by their boss, 

Nate, who, seeing the name of the sender, jokes that Noah must have a ‘baby 
project’ in every city. He turns out to be right in a less twisted sense. The 

writer is actually Noah’s sister, Jessie, who is pregnant, too, and her husband 
doesn’t want the baby. Arrangements are made for her to come to the sta-
tion, give birth and leave the child with the Peterson’s, to be raised as their 
son… so from being barren, Martie at first finds herself happily surveying 
the prospect of three children, until she miscarries, for the third time. Noah 
buries the child, picking a special stone as a marker, as he had with the first 

two. 
Jessie leaves after giving birth, saying she’d had no ideas babies were so 
much work. With two babies to care for, Martie throws herself into their 
care, smothering any grief she might have felt. Noah finds himself shut 
out and grouchy. For the first time, he feels some sympathy for his stern 

fundamentalist father who had coped with 12 children in the house at one 
time. He remembers himself as a child, cheating at chores and how he had 

resented his father’s discipline. He heads to the forest to rebuild an observa-
tion deck, going by tangawood bike. There for the second time, he hears the 
sound of the passage of some enormous beast. This, he would have reported 
immediately to his superior if he had not been repeatedly distracted by other 

things, kids among them. Nate tells him t they must go to the City for a 
meeting. Noah is reluctant, but must, because he is the expert on the species 

preservation project.
That night, unable to sleep, Noah uses the Companion, a media circuit 

installed in his brain, to access news and a cross between a social platform 
and e-mail (they also have 3-mail). He argues with people, in particular an 

amusing ‘enemy’ called Upender. He also fields several comments accusing 
him of being a religious nut, which elicits nothing but scorn from him, as 
he is an atheist, on the argument that the world is too screwed up for there 

to be a God. He detaches from the Companion and dreams of a child whose 
home is burned by invaders and who narrowly escapes death because of that 
dream dog who is killed in his stead. He is taken away by a mysterious man 

who reminds him of his grandfather. 
In real life, Noah, while preparing for the trip, is confronted by his wife, 

who says Nate has made a pass at her. He disbelieves her and they part on 
bad terms. In the City, after several days of fruitless conference (but good 
partying, according to Nate) Noah, in frustration, decides to take a walk, 

unaware that he is being watched. The watcher is replaced by another so that 
Watcher no. 1, named Kappa Mu can keep his appointment with someone 
named ‘Death’ also known as Aza, who is trying to recruit him over to his 
side. Noah navigates a raunchy entertainment district, evades his watcher, 
slips into an abandoned field and emerged as a drunken derelict in tattered 

clothes. In this guise, he goes to visit his old friend, Zeus, the fix-it guy, 
who has been his friend from way back, when they both saved one another’s 

lives. He spills some of his frustration to Zeus over coffee, and his friend 
observes that he is keeping his wife at a disadvantage because of his own 
insecurities, not because he really believes that Martie is lying or that she 

invited Nate’s attentions. He slaps him down a little by saying Noah is lucky 
to have what Zeus doesn’t have, and not to blow his chances for a good mar-
riage. Then he suddenly changes the subject and asked if Noah would like to 

come out on a job fixing a lock. The two of them head out together.
Noah stops when he recognizes an intersection. Years ago, this was where 

they hung the Nevil! (A Nevil is one of the bio-engineered men sold to 
women, which later on began to take over the women, tell them what to 
think and later collected them.) Noah had been drunk and stumbled on a 
riot, the Nevil being killed and two of his women. Noah went berserk and 
knocked out several rioters, causing the rest to flee, but was only able to 
save one of the women, who was now his wife, Martie. (he wouldn’t have 
saved the Nevil anyway.) Her once belonging to a Nevil is one reason he 

didn’t totally believe her charge against Nate. There is smoke in the air on 
this present night and Noah hears no fire trucks. Investigating, he discovers 

a walled house afire, with police running here and there, not fighting the 
fire but adding to it. An old woman he recognizes from his dreams lies dead 

in a fountain. He hears a child crying and looks up to see a small girl on a 
balcony, which is collapsing. Without thinking, he dashes in and catches her, 

then rushes back to dunk them both, afire, into the fountain. A policeman 
tries to take the kid, but Noah pretends she is his daughter, saying they both 
came to watch the fire. He walks away then breaks into a run when he hears 
shouts behind, returning to the well, where he knows there is a hiding place. 

On climbing down, with the child holding on, he drops two rocks into the 
water, making it look as if they had both drowned. His pursuers leave, but 
another watcher comes and lingers by the well. Eventually, this one leaves, 

too.
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The United Pres-
byterian Church of 
East Guilford set up 
a Blessing Box al-
most 2 years ago on 
their church property 
north of Sidney, at 
the corner of Route 7 
and County Road 35. 
The Blessing Box, or 
pop-up food pantry, 
contains food and 
supplies that can be 

accessed by anyone 
in need. It cannot re-
place a grocery store, 
food bank, or gov-
ernment assistance, 
but hopefully it can 
be used by individu-
als or families who 
are temporarily short 
on resources. The 
slogan on the door 
reads, “Take what 
you need, Leave what 

you can”. Members 
of the community are 
encouraged to use 
the Blessing Box as 
needed. The com-
munity can also help 
the needy and the 
church to replenish its 
contents by leaving 
non-perishable food, 
toiletries, etc. Many 
thanks!

Blessing Box

Everyday, people 
stop by the Blessing 
Box. Perhaps they 
find themselves 
short on money be-
fore their next pay-
check or source of 
income is due. May-
be they are not sure 
where their next 
meal might come 
from. This mission 
of the United Pres-
byterian Church of 
East Guilford can-

not replace a gro-
cery store or a food 
bank or government 
assistance, but there 
are times when it 
can help to make 
ends meet. If they 
stop by, people may 
find food or house-
hold items left by 
the church, neigh-
bors and friends. It’s 
all about commu-
nity trying to help 
community.

The Blessing Box 
is located in the 
church parking lot, 
about 2 miles north 
of Sidney on Route 
8. If you have not 
visited, please do. 
Take what you need. 
When life is good, 
leave something to 
help someone else. 
Everyone will be 
most grateful!

Community Helping Community

GREENE - As part of 
the Greene Labor Day 
Picnic’s 100th anni-
versary celebration, 
the Labor Day Picnic 
Committee has started 
a scavenger hunt, 
with 30 questions that 
directs you to different 
locations in the greater 
Greene area.
Contestants may pick 
up scavenger hunt entry 
forms at the Village 
of Greene municipal 
office or Moore Memo-
rial Library.
Some of the questions 
on the scavenger hunt 
form are:
• How many gas/ser-
vice stations existed 
in Smithville between 
1930-50’s?
• The address of the 
tall, yellow brick chim-
ney of the Borden’s 
Creamery (the building 

burned in 1951, which 
was also the location of 
the Baseball Bat Fac-
tory until 1967)?
• Where was Greene’s 
hospital located?
• Where is the oldest 
building in the business 
district?
• Who was the mayor 
(President of village) of 
Greene in 1919? Who 
is the current mayor of 
Greene in 2019?
Organizers of the 
scavenger hunt remind 
contestants:
• Do not trespass on 
anyone’s property 
(answers can be found 
from sidewalks/road-
sides);
• Street addresses or 
GPS coordinates may 
be the correct answer;
• Help from the Greene 
Historical Society is 
allowed.

Entry forms must be 
returned to the either 
the Village Office 
or Moore Memorial 
Library by Aug. 15. 
Those who complete 
correct entry will be 
entered into a drawing 
for win one of two $50 
gift cards.
The 1919 “Acts of 
Kindness” is still go-
ing on until August 
15, email your acts to:  
greenelaborday1919@
gmail.com,, 

The 100th Greene 
Labor Day Picnic will 
be held on Monday, 
Sept. 2, starting with 
the Hose Fights at 8am 
in the downtown busi-
ness district and at the 
Ballflats.
Additional information 
on our Facebook page:  
Greene Labor Day

Greene Labor Day Picnic Holding Scavenger 
Hunt; Part of 100th Anniversary Events

Aug. 1- Build your 
own air rocket, 
launch it and learn 
about the Space pro-
gram with the Koper-
nik Observatory and 
Science Center. 
Also, there will be 
prizes for all readers 
who participated in 
this year’s program!

Also for adults:
Afton Free Library
105A Main Street
Thurs., August 8
6:00 pm
Free Non-Adhesive 
Book Binding Class 
with Storm Ham-
mond.
All supplies provided 
for you to design five 
unique folded books 

to use as sketchpads, 
journals, recipe books 
etc...
Space is limited so 
please stop by or call 
639-1212 to register 
by Aug. 3rd.
Mon. & Tues. 12-5, 
Thurs. 12-8, Fri. 9-5, 
Sat. 9-1

Afton Free Library
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Chen-Del-O Post New Subscription Form 

Name: ________________________________ 
        *Please create an username and password*

     *Online access subscribers need*                                                                                       
                   Username: _____________________           
Address: _________________________________         

               _________________________________        Password: ______________________

Phone: ___________________________________

Email: ____________________________________

 

<—— PLEASE CIRCLE 
SUBSCRIPTION OPTION 

FROM CHART  
Payment Information 

(Please check one) 

Check ________ Money Order __________ Credit/ Debit Card_________ 
*If check or money order please address to Chen-Del-O Post, if debit or credit 

card, fill out below section or visit chendelopost.com to subscribe online*  

Credit/Debit Card Type _______________________ 

Card number_____________________________________   Expires __________   CSC _____ 

First name _______________________   Last name ________________________ 

Billing address _________________________________________________________

Want to subscribe to the Chen-Del-O Post? 
Just fill out the form below and mail it to us at

PO Box 644 Sidney NY 13838
To get your paper mailed or online each week!
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Chen-Del-O Post
PO Box 644

Sidney, NY 13838
(607) 348- 8961

Website: www.chendelopost.com    Email: chendelopost@gmail.com    Phone: (607) 348-8961 
Facebook/ Instagram: Search Chen-Del-O Post    Mail: PO Box 644 Sidney, NY 13838


