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Congressman Antonio 
Delgado spent about 
two hours touring the 
Sidney Central School 
District on Thursday 
afternoon, getting a 
hands-on look at the 
farm-to-table initiatives 
as the school, as well as 
seeing the facilities and 
the summer enrichment 
program.

During the after-
noon, Delgado visited 
some summer camp 
classrooms, saw the 
district’s gardens, and 
toured the school’s 
facilities and new 
Raymond Corp. weld-
ing room. He also had 
the chance to see the 
district’s aquaponics 
setup.

“It was a great experi-
ence to see the dif-
ferent ways in which 
the school has made a 
real intentional effort 
to diversify the educa-
tional experiences for 
the young people here,” 
Congressman Del-
gado said. “It’s a great 
example of what you 
can do when you put 
young people first and 
really think about how 
to enrich their lives.”

Sidney’s agricultural 
initiatives have contin-
ued to grow and evolve. 
The gardens produce 
vegetables used at the 

school for meals.  

“His time is extremely 
valuable,” Sidney 
Superintendent Eben 
Bullock said. “For him 
to take time away from 
what he’s doing and 
come see the agricul-
tural initiatives we have 
going on is remark-
able. I know he is a big 
supporter of agricul-
tural initiatives, and for 
him to see a lot of the 
programs we have up 
and running now is a 
tremendous support. It 
gives us empowerment 
to continue to take 
these programs even 
further and hope we 
can have that continued 
federal and state sup-
port for farm-to-table 
initiatives.”

While visiting the 
gardens, the Congress-
man had the chance 
to help harvest some 
vegetables.

“It was amazing,” Del-
gado said of his visit. 
“And to understand and 
think through how this 
can continue to evolve 
and grow, and ultimate-
ly maybe even partner 
with local farms, and 
create an ecosystem 
here where the food the 
kids grow is the same 
food they eat in the caf-
eteria. That is a won-
derful experience and 

it allows them to learn 
beyond the classroom.

“It’s a wonderful dis-
trict,” he continued. “A 
wonderful place for our 
young people to learn 
and I’m certainly proud 
to represent it.”

One of the summer 
camps he visited was 
science-based, and the 
students were show-
casing their projects, 
which included volca-
noes.

 “He was great with the 
kids,” Bullock said. “It 
was nice to watch him 
stop into the summer 
enrichment program 
and have the chance to 
interact with the third 
and fourth graders and, 
ultimately, just spend 
some time in public 
schools. This shows his 
commitment to public 
education and opportu-
nities for kids.”

Photo caption: Con-
gressman Antonio 
Delgado watches a 
science project Thurs-
day during his tour of 
Sidney CSD, where he 
visited classes for sum-
mer camps, as well as 
toured the facilities for 
Sidney’s agricultural 
initiatives.

Congressman Delgado Tours Sidney CSD

League season is upon 
us once more and fall 
meetings are right around 
the corner.  Whether you 
are an established league 
member or are looking 
for something to pass 
the time this winter, East 
Main Lanes has some-
thing for everyone.  In-
dividuals and full teams 
welcome!  All meetings 
will be held at East Main 
Lanes unless otherwise 
noted.  It has been a busy 
summer at the alley with 
some major renovations 
taking place.  We’re 
excited to unveil brand 
new SPL Synthetic Lanes 
AND Pulse Automatic 
Scoring to our bowlers 
when we reopen!
Fall League Meeting 
Schedule is as follows:
Monday Morning Cof-
fee League:  Relaxed, 
Casual, Social!  League 
meeting will be held 
Monday, August 19th 
@ 10:00am.  Women’s 
handicap league, USBC 
Sanctioned, 4 ladies per 
team, bowls Mondays 
at 10:00am beginning 
September 9th.  Contact 
Secretary Gail Lindroth 
at 988-7787 for further 
details.
Algonkin Motel Monday 
Night Mixed Scratch: 
Competitive, Exciting, 
Great Prize Money!  
League meeting is 
Monday, September 
23rd @ 6:30pm.  Mixed 
scratch league, USBC 
Sanctioned, 4 bowlers per 
team, bowls Mondays at 
6:30pm beginning Octo-
ber 7th.  Contact Sec-
retary Rosemary Fisher 
at 437-7180 for further 
details.  
Tuesday Men’s City 

League:  Fun Times, Cold 
Beer.  League meeting 
will be held Tuesday, 
August 27th at 6:30pm.  
Men’s handicap league, 
USBC Sanctioned, 5 man 
teams, bowls Tuesdays 
at 6:30pm beginning 
September 10th.  Contact 
Secretary Earnest Cawley 
at 563-3993 for further 
details.
Wednesday Morn-
ing Mixed League:  
Casual, Relaxed and 
Fun!  League meeting 
is Wednesday, Au-
gust 28th @ 10:00am.  
Mixed handicap league, 
Non-Sanctioned, bowls 
Wednesdays at 10:00am 
beginning September 4th.  
Contact Secretary Peggy 
Stilson at 563-1055 for 
further details.
East Main Ladies 
League:  Friends, Food, 
Cocktails and Quick-
Draw!  League meeting 
will be held Wednes-
day, August 28th @ 
6:15pm.  Women’s 
handicap league, USBC 
Sanctioned, 4 ladies per 
team, bowls Wednesdays 
at 6:15pm beginning 
September 11th.  Contact 
Secretary Mary Deck 
at 267-8282 for further 
details.
Steel Tip Dart League:  
The third season of the 
Corkers Steel Tip Dart 
League will begin on 
Thursday, September 
12th.  Openings for 2 per-
son teams:  men, women 
or mixed.  Contact Kris 
for details and to sign up 
at 607-343-6672. 
Nite Hawks Midnight 
League:  League meeting 
will be held October 10th 
@ 11:45pm/midnight.  
Mixed handicap league, 

USBC Sanctioned, bowls 
Thursdays at mid-
night to suit the second 
shift crowd, beginning 
Thursday, October 24th.  
Contact the bowling alley 
at 563-2695 for further 
details.
Saturday Greenhorn 
Juniors:  Youth bowl-
ing league for grades 1 
through High School Se-
nior.  Bowls on Saturdays 
at 11:00am beginning 
on Saturday, November 
2nd. USBC Sanctioned.  
4-5 children per team, 
depending on number 
of signups.  Great op-
portunities for fun with 
friends, fitness, learning 
a sport that they can cher-
ish their entire life, and 
scholarship opportunities!  
All our youth volunteers 
are SafeSport Certified 
Registered Volunteers 
with the USBC.  Contact 
the alley at 563-2695 for 
further details.
We’re also considering 
launching a short season 
9-Pin No-Tap League.  
A meeting will be held 
at 6:00pm on Thursday, 
August 29th to gauge 
interest.
Open bowling hours will 
resume after Labor Day.
Please contact the bowl-
ing center at 563-2695 
(BOWL) with any ques-
tions.  If we don’t offer 
a league that you think 
we should, please let us 
know!  We are constantly 
looking for new ideas that 
people are interested in! 
It’s going to be a great 
season; we can’t wait to 
see you at the alleys!  

East Main Lanes Announces 
Fall League Meetings
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Cheerful ProsPeCt

By Alicia Marsland 
Geromel

This is a reply to a 
Quora question from 
a young person “Is it 
worthwhile to have 
children in this day 
and age?” Perhaps 
they were listening to 
Ocasio-Cortes? (Not 
that this question hasn’t 
occurred for genera-
tions.)

Absolutely! Most peo-
ple who don’t have chil-
dren live life as a child 
forever and that’s not 
in a good way. Being 
married is a huge step 
towards learning that 
we are much more im-
mature than we think 
we are. It is very easy 
to appear mature and 
competent to ourselves, 
when we do exactly 
what we like, when we 
like and pretty much 
have everything our 
own way. Then we get 
married and pitch a fit 
over toothpaste in the 
sink. (Shack-ups don’t 
do this because they 
are always uncertain of 
the other, so they cen-
sor their feelings. No 
true meeting of minds, 
at all, at all.)

So, marriage is a start 
at growing up. but 
children call us to 
actually address that 
immaturity. We learn 
self sacrifice, compas-
sion, self-discipline and 

empathy. We discover 
that our children are 
not clones of ourselves 
but completely differ-
ent beings that we must 
struggle to understand 
and help. (By the way, 
never announce you 
know what is going on 
in your child’s mind 
or what they are up to. 
You definitely don’t 
know… At least 85% 
of the time, you don’t. 
They aren’t you when 
you were that age.) As 
parents, we learn to 
love in ways that are 
not self-serving but 
devoted to the other. 
(This would not be 
healthy in a marriage, 
where we should give 
a great deal more than 
50%, but our partner 
must also do the same. 
This is because we all 
have a very distorted 
view of what our 50% 
means… AND what 
theirs is… However, 
complete subservience 
to the needs of the 
‘other’ is only possible 
and right when we’re 
talking about a baby or 
a very small child.)

At the same time, chil-
dren give back more 
than we give them. We 
give them life and nur-
ture them. They give us 
a reason to live beyond 
our private wants and 
desires. They love us 
unconditionally, un-
less we are the most 
horrific monster of a 
parent that anyone has 

ever seen. They carry 
with them sparks of joy 
and as the poet said, 
they trail clouds of 
glory. When they cry, 
we want to tear our hair 
out. When we find out 
what is bothering them 
and help them to feel 
better, we feel monu-
mental satisfaction.

Then, there is the 
whole process of 
teaching them about 
life, manners, right 
and wrong, and even 
academics (especially 
when common core is 
running around), Truth, 
justice and the Ameri-
can way (however you 
define that). The thing 
is, as you teach, you 
discover what you re-
ally believe and shed a 
lot of meaningless slo-
gans. You find yourself 
speaking platitudes and 
discovering they are 
actually deep truths. 
The fact is, most of us 
are never grown-up, 
until we have to be the 
grown-up.

Now, to cut to the 
chase: let’s be honest. 
What you’re most likely 
really worried about 
is having to cope with 
what you just were: a 
teenager!
Interestingly, those 
teen years are mas-
sively important for 
your own development, 
both times: when you 
are a teen and when 
you parent a teen. As 

a teen, you instinctu-
ally and rightly attack 
everything you’ve 
ever been taught about 
civilization. As a par-
ent, you have to defend 
civilization and in the 
process both your teen 
and you discover what 
you, (you, the person I 
am encouraging), truly 
are willing to suffer 
and die for (because 
that’s what it feels like). 
What I mean is, your 
teen makes you suf-
fer every way they can 
think of to try to make 
you collapse. Whatever 
you give in on, they 
conclude you never re-
ally meant.

Mind you, they aren’t 
sadists. They are just 
desperate to know that 
you are for real, and 
further, what is truly 
worth living and dy-
ing for. So, yeah, it’s 
not fun. But you get 
through it and they get 
through it and every-
body’s better off for it.

(could break here for 
the sake of space, if 
desired, and use the 
rest next week, though 
I would rather just keep 
going.)

If you are worried 
about the environment, 
as I was nearly 50 years 
ago (oddly enough, 
the environment is 
still here) or the scary 
future that may await 
your children, exactly 

who or what are you 
saving the environ-
ment for, if it isn’t the 
next generation (and 
the next generation and 
the next generation)? 
The ones who have the 
greatest joy and won-
der in nature are our 
children.

In contrast, animals 
have a very limited 
capacity to appreci-
ate creation and all 
the awesomeness that 
it contains. You may 
worry about war, but in 
war, as horrific as it is, 
there is also compan-
ionship, heroism, cour-
age and the desire to 
do the best for the right 
thing. Animals just kill 
and eat each other. 

Every species, plant 
or animals, (humans 
excluded), based on 
programming, only 
wants to overrun the 
earth and wipe out 
everything else. In 
other words, they are 
mass murderers or the 
worst profiteer on a bad 
day, no matter how cute 
they are. They can’t ap-
preciate the balance of 
nature that we see. We 
want to save the Ama-
zonian forest (which 
will probably happen 
when the people in 
Brazil can live a decent 
lifestyle, same as here. 
Do you know that the 
woods around Sidney 
and Binghamton are 
all new forest growth? 

Look at an engraving 
of the same area 100 
years ago and it’s wall-
to-wall pasture!) On the 
other hand, there isn’t a 
single tree in the Ama-
zon region that wants 
to save us! No altruism 
whatsoever.

In the other words it’s 
only your humanity 
that makes you care, 
or love, or want to save 
anything. And you only 
save humanity by …. 
you guessed it…having 
children!

So!

Get married… yeah, 
it’s not gonna be 
perfect but get mar-
ried anyway… and 
get busy! You’ve been 
wasting your time so 
far unless you’ve been 
preparing to be able to 
support a spouse and 
children. (And contrary 
to what everybody in 
your generation thinks, 
studies show that sex 
in marriage is the best 
ever! That doesn’t 
mean it’s perfect either, 
but it’s massively, 
monumentally better, 
a sacrifice of love and 
thanksgiving, assum-
ing you work at it and 
give as much as you 
take. That’s what it’s all 
about!) Then raise chil-
dren to save the world 
again!

Butternut Valley Grange is sponsoring a community bus trip on Wednesday, 
August 28, leaving from the Grange Hall at 7:30 a.m.  We enjoy a Ska-

neateles Lake dinner cruise at 11 a.m.  The afternoon includes the matinee 
performance of the legendary  “South Pacific” at the Merry Go Round 

Theatre in Auburn.  There will be a fast food stop on the return trip home, 
arriving back in Gilbertsville approximately 8:30 p.m. The all-inclusive trip 
(except for the food stop) is $ 144 for Grange members and $154 for all other 
guests, based on 30 passengers.  With more passengers, the rate reduces and 

refunds will be made.
 

Reservations and payment can be made with Roger Halbert, 783-2691
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Greene AmeriCAn leGion news

Did you hear? Any 
veteran who served 
honorably since 1941 is 
now eligible to join the 
American Legion. In 
the past only those who 
served at certain war 
times could join us.

Please call us at 607-
431-8286 Our next 
meeting will be 7PM 
on Monday Sept 9 at 
our normal official 
meeting place at 7 S 
Canal St. We will be 
having a booth at the 
Labor Day festivities 
and Apple fest. We 
want to thank all who 
came by our booth at 
the Craft Fair.
 
If you have a ques-
tion about the Post, 
donations, activities, 
and or want to buy 
items(Flags-grave 

markers, branch 
cups,etc). Please, please 
call us at 607-431-8286 
or drop a note at our 
PO Box 149 Greene, 
NY 13778. All official 
business should go 
to our mail box. Also 
please put tattered flags 
in the lectern we have 
on the S Canal St en-
trance to the Greene li-
brary. Please check the  
STVSG.org web page 
and our Greene Legion 
web page for veteran 
activities in the area. 
If you have a veteran, 
widow, or active
duty military 
member(Guard-Re-
serve-Active) in need 
of help, please call 
any of the following 
groups: Veterans Crisis 
Line 1-800-273-8255, 
Binghamton Vet Center 
772-2393, VA Out-

reach Center 772-9100, 
County Outreach Offi-
cer 724-1299, Southern 
Tier Veterans Support 
Group 205-8332, Post 
Chaplain or other ques-
tions J Koopman. A 
whole additional list 
of support services are 
available in a pamphlet 
put out by the Southern 
Tier American Red 
Cross. Copies are at 
the Greene Library.  If 
a vet or their family 
needs quick help please 
contact STVSG.

We are challenging 
area residents to con-
tact state legislators and 
Albany Officials about 
the shortage of rooms 
being filled at the 
Oxford Veterans Home. 
Too many deserving 
vets are not getting into 
the Home because of 

the inability to get staff 
and staffing issues. It is 
a wonderful home and 
the staff present do a 
great job. I have been 
visiting nursing and 
rehab places for all the 
years of my profession-
al career and it is great. 
I am constantly hearing 
from counselors, vari-
ous facilities, families 
of vets of how hard it is 
to get veterans in. Our 
Post has been seek-
ing answers for awhile 
from state officials etc. 
Unfortunately we get 
the same lame replies. 
If NY can spend mucho 
dollars on free this and 
that, immigrants, drug 
rehab, and other causes 
then surely deserv-
ing veterans who gave 
sacrificially should be 
treated with care by a 
fully staffed Home.

 This week’s Hero of Greene is 
Irene Clinton. She was born in 

1922 in Greene. She

entered the WAVES in 1943. He 
did her Basic Training in Hunter 
College in Bronx, NY She then 
went to the Naval Air Technical 
Machinists Mate school at the 

Naval Technical Training Center 
at Norman, OK. She was then 

stationed at the Naval Air Station 
at Jacksonville, FL. While there 
she met her husband Walter Der-
rington and was married at Day-
tona, Beach, FL. She was Hon-
orably discharged in 1945 at the 

rank of Aviation

Machinist Mate Third Class. 
Greene and America are grateful 
to Irene and her family for their 

dedication to America’s freedom.

Greene Community Yard Sale
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To place an obituary 
or memorial 

contact 
chendelopost@gmail.com

obituAries

BINGHAMTON--Af-
ter over an 18-month 
battle with colon can-
cer, KellyAnn Wolner, 
54, died at her home in 
Binghamton, NY on 
Tuesday, July 23, 2019.
Born on October 24, 
1964 in Spain at Naval 
Station Rota, Kelly 
lived in a variety of 
places before her fam-
ily settled in Rome, 
NY. She graduated 
from Westmoreland 
Central School in 1982 
and went on to pursue 
her dream of becoming 
a Physical Education 
Teacher at Mohawk 
Valley Community 
College, earning her 
Associate’s Degree 
in Physical Educa-
tion in 1987, and the 
State University of 
New York at Cortland 
where she completed 
her Bachelor’s Degree 
in Physical Education 
in 1989 and Master’s 
Degree in Health 
Education in 1995. For 
30 years, Kelly was 
a Physical Education 
Teacher and Coach 
with the Unatego 
Central School District, 
as well as a New York 
State High School and 
College Softball Um-
pire. Her most notable 
designations include 
Drum Corps Interna-
tional World
Champion (1984 and 
1985 as a marching 
member and 1990 and 
2001 as an instructor), 
Unatego Central School 
District James C. Earl 
Achievement Award 
Recipient (2019), and 
Huntsman World 
Senior Games Soft-
ball Championships 
Gold Medalist (2017). 
Always choosing to 
do what was going to 
provide the most fun, 
Kelly most enjoyed 
photography, hiking, 
biking, softball, skiing, 
drum and bugle corps, 
Barbra Streisand and 
Linda Eder concerts, 
Broadway shows, wine 
tasting, playing with 
her dog, road trips with 
her wife, and spending 
quality time with her 

nieces and nephews.
Kelly is survived by 
her wife, Annarose Fol-
ey, of Binghamton, NY 
who she married on 
February 19, 2012; her 
father, Charles Albert 
Wolner, of Rome, NY; 
her sisters, Mary Alice 
Moore of Rocky Point, 
NC, Lynn Marie (Scott) 
Burdick of Castleton-
on-Hudson, NY, and 
Charlene “Shoie” 
(David) McCarthy 
of Marietta, GA; her 
nieces and nephews, 
Samantha Lynn Her-
rick, Phoenix Marie 
Herrick, Justin Scott 
Burdick, Joseph David 
Moore, Sarah Kate 
Wolner Burdick, Ava 
Catherine McCarthy, 
and Quinn Esther Mc-
Carthy; and her father, 
mother, and brother 
in-law, James Edward, 
Rosemary, and Ryan 
Seamus Foley. She was 
predeceased by her 
mother, Alice Mary 
Wolner on April 27, 
2018.
Calling hours will be 
held on Friday, August 
16, 2019 from 2:00 
- 5:00 PM and 7:00 - 
9:00 PM at C.H. Land-
ers Funeral Chapel (21 
Main Street, Sidney, 
NY 13838) and a Cel-
ebration of Life on Sat-
urday, August 17, 2019 
from 2:00 - 5:00 PM at 
the DoubleTree by Hil-
ton Binghamton (225 
Water Street, Bingham-
ton, NY 13901). Please 
RSVP for the Celebra-
tion of Life: http://bit.
ly/wolnerstrong.
Memorial donations 
may be made in Kelly’s 
name to The Cadets 
Maroon & Gold Club 
through Youth Educa-
tion in the Arts (https://
yea.org/cadets/donate) 
or the Unatego Touch-
Down Club c/o Patrick 
Wilsey (2369 NY-7, 
Wells Bridge, NY 
13859).
Share memories and 
condolences online at 
www.landersfh.com.
Arrangements are 
under the direction of 
C.H. Landers Funeral 
Chapel, Sidney.

KellyAnn Wolner

Jeanne M. Currie
On Saturday, July 27, 
2019, Jeanne “Jamie” 
Marie Currie (née 
Ogren), 88, of Bain-
bridge, NY, beloved 
wife and mother of 
nine children passed 
away peacefully, sur-
rounded by her family.  
She was born on Janu-
ary 7, 1931, to Jeanne 
Marie (née Kelly) and 
John Ivar Ogren, and 
was raised in Brook-
lyn, NY, where she 
met her husband of 
68 years, John Currie.  
She graduated from 
James Madison High 
school in 1949.  She 
developed a love of the 
arts at a very young 
age and she and John 
were beautiful ball-
room dancers.  They 
chose to raise their 
family on a dairy farm 
in Bainbridge, where 
Jamie loved to garden 
and welcomed as many 
people to the dinner 
table as could possibly 
fit.  She was a woman 
of remarkable strength 
who triumphed over 
many challenges in her 
long life, and greeted 
everyone with a smile.  
She accepted everyone 
without judgment, and 
her simplest pleasures 
were hugs and kisses 
from those she loved, 
singing, reading, and 
spending time with her 
family and friends.  
Jamie was a devout 
Catholic who was 
proud to be a member 
of the Secular Francis-
can Order, a commu-
nity of Catholics who 
strive to live their lives 
in the spirit of Francis 
of Assisi.  She shared 
her beautiful voice as 
a part of the choir at 
St. John the Evangelist 
Catholic Church for 
years.  She worked for 
many years at Sheffield 
Products in Norwich, 
NY, and enthusiastical-
ly took up hiking upon 
her retirement.
Jamie was preceded 
in death by her par-

ents, Jeanne and John 
Ogren, her sister, 
Dolores Hoffman, her 
brothers, John and Pe-
ter Ogren, and her be-
loved children, Heather 
Ann Currie and Kevin 
Currie.  She always 
said that her greatest 
joy and accomplish-
ment was having her 
children.  She is sur-
vived by her husband, 
John Currie, children 
Scott Currie (Deborah 
Brown) Bainbridge, 
NY, Todd Currie 
(Gabriella), Colorado 
Springs, CO, Angel 
Brown, Zephyrhills, 
FL, Brian Currie, 
Bainbridge, NY, Lisa 
Ritter (Brano), North 
Charleston, SC, Mat-
thew Currie (May Sol 
Sanchez), Afton, NY, 
and Christine Zelenak 
(Francis), Arlington, 
VA.  She also leaves 
behind her sister, Ron-
nie Libbey and brother, 
Kenneth Ogren, several 
nieces and nephews, 
and 22 grandchildren, 
21 great-grandchildren, 
and 4 great-great-
grandchildren.   
The family will receive 
visitors at C.H. Land-
ers Funeral Home at 21 
Main Street, Sidney, 
NY on Thursday, Aug. 
1 from 5:00 to 7:00 
pm.  A Funeral Mass 
will be held at 11:30 
a.m. Friday, Aug. 2, at 
St. John the Evangelist 
Catholic Church at 34 
S. Main St. in Bain-
bridge. After burial in 
Greenlawn Cemetery, 
a reception will be held 
at the church.
Condolences and 
memories may be 
shared online at www.
landersfh.com
In lieu of flowers, 
donations may be made 
in Jamie’s honor to St. 
Jude Children’s Re-
search Hospital, a char-
ity dear to her heart.  
Arrangements are 
under the direction of 
C.H. Landers Funeral 
Chapel Sidney, NY.

Jeanne M. Currie Pearl Meehan, Sidney, 
NY
Pearl Meehan, widow 
of Edward Meehan of 
Sidney passed away 
August 3, 2019 (exactly 
three weeks shy of 
100th birthday) at A.O. 
Fox Nursing Home as 
a result of metastatic 
bladder cancer.
Pearl was born and 
raised in Delhi, daugh-
ter of Hugo and Ger-
trude Gesell. She was 
a graduate of Delaware 
Academy and what was 
then Delhi Agricultural 
and Technical School, 
where she studied 
business practices and 
testing of dairy prod-
ucts. For most of her 
working life, she was 
an employee of Scin-
tilla (now Amphenol), 
from which she retired 
in 1982.
Motherhood was para-
mount to Pearl and she 
blessed her only child 
with two life-long gifts: 
a great love for reading 
and a great compassion 
for animals. She was a 
faithful follower of the 
Syracuse NCAA bas-
ketball teams and really 
loved baseball season, 
when she could quote 
a myriad of statistics 
about the Eastern Divi-
sion of the American 
League, ever aware of 
the standings.  On the 
last night of her life she 
watched the Yankees vs 
Red Sox game with her 
daughter.
Pearl’s life philoso-
phy was to follow the 
Golden Rule, which she 
felt basically, covered 
all situations. 
She is survived by her 
daughter and son-in-

law Patricia and Robert 
Lerch of Glastonbury, 
CT, her beloved cat, 
Prissy and two grand 
dogs, Neely and Liffey. 
She was predeceased 
by a sister, Ellen Chase, 
Delhi.
In her later years, Pearl 
was able to continue 
living in her own home 
because of some very 
special, wonderful 
people: Pat and George 
Grays, Alana and Den-
nis Bailey, Ronita and 
Perky Holbert and her 
nephew Ken McNaugh-
ton.
 Much gratitude and 
many thank are ex-
tended to the Sidney 
EMS as well as to the 
Doctors and staff at 
Tri-town Emergency 
Clinic, who were so 
competent, gracious, 
kind and thoughtful.
In keeping with Pearl’s 
wishes there will be no 
calling hours or ser-
vices. Inurnment will 
be next to her husband, 
Edward in Prospect 
Hill Cemetery in Sid-
ney.
 As she was a devoted 
animal lover all of her 
life, anyone wishing to 
make a memorial dona-
tion is asked to please 
send it to the Delaware 
Valley Humane Society 
PO Box 182 Sidney, 
NY 13838.
Condolences and 
memories may be 
shared online at www.
landersfh.com
Arrangements are 
under the direction of 
C.H. Landers Funeral 
Chapel 21 Main St. Sid-
ney, NY 

Pearl Meehan
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obituAries

George F. Burns
Of Harpursville
George F. Burns, 83 
of Harpursville passed 
away Wed. July 31, 
2019 at his home.  He 
is survived by his wife 
of 58 years, Joan, 3 
children, Tina Burns, 
Binghamton, Raymond 
& Nancy Burns, FL, 
Terri & Frank Flora, 
NJ, 4 grandchildren, 
4 great grandchildren, 
siblings, Violet, Ray-
mond, Gerald, Char-
lotte, Kenneth, & Bea-
trice and also several 
nieces, nephews and 
other family members.  
He was predeceased by 
his grandson, Nathaniel 

and many other family 
members.
Memorial Services will 
be held at the Oster-
houdt-Madden Funeral 
Home 69-71 Maple 
Street Harpursville on 
Thurs. at 1 p.m.  Pas-
tor Sue Crawson-Briz-
zolara will officiate.  
Entombment will be in 
Vestal Hills Memorial 
Park at the convenience 
of the family.  The fam-
ily will receive friends 
at the Osterhoudt-Mad-
den Funeral Home on 
Thurs. from 12 noon to 
1 p.m. prior to service.  
Online condolences 
may be made at:  www.
omaddenfh.com.

Robert Handel, 82 
of Harpursville, NY 
passed away peacefully 
in his sleep on Aug. 2, 
2019.  He is survived by 
the love of his life, Kar-
en Horan, her children, 
Phillip Horan (Karl 
Zandt), Marilee Conner 
(Christopher), Wes-
ley Bixby, his sisters, 
Barbara Albert and 
Family, Vivian Camp-
bell and Family, and a 
very special nephew, 
Duane Tamburini (Gina 
Greco).  He was prede-
ceased by his brothers 
Charles and James, 
and Melanie (Horan) 
Bixby.  Bob served his 
country in the United 
States Army, had a 
distinguished career 
as a systems Engineer 
at Singer Link, taught 
physics at the local 

college and was a suc-
cessful local business 
owner.  He was a man 
of passion for all of 
those he touched and 
encouraged everyone 
he knew to pursue their 
dreams.  He enjoyed 
golf, amateur radios 
and was especially 
proud of his “Famous” 
cheesecake.
Graveside Services will 
be privately held on 
Aug. 10, 2019.  Online 
condolences may be 
made at:   www.omad-
denfh.com.  Arrange-
ments by the Oster-
houdt-Madden Funeral 
Home 69-71 Maple 
Street Harpursville.  A 
MADDEN FAMILY 
FUNERAL HOME.

Robert Handel

George F. Burns

“I was having trouble finding  
a ride to my medical and dental  

appointments. Then I heard  
about Getthere.”

Need a ride? Call 1-855-373-4040

A Column of 
News & Com-
ment by Senator 
James L. Seward
While we still have 
plenty of summer left, 
back to school sea-
son is not far off and 
many children will be 
ramping up their level 
of physical activity.  
Some may be return-
ing to sports or joining 
an athletic team for 
the first time while 
others may be look-
ing forward to physi-
cal education class or 
simply rejoining their 
friends on the school 
playground.  No matter 
how intense the partici-
pation, as youngsters 
get back into the swing 
of things, it is impor-
tant to watch for signs 
for the chronic condi-
tion of asthma.

Asthma is a seri-
ous, sometimes life-
threatening respiratory 
disease that affects the 
quality of life for mil-
lions of Americans. Na-
tionally, nearly one in 
13 school-age children 
suffer from asthma, 
characterized by an 
inflammation of the 
lungs that restricts air-
ways, causing shortness 
of breath, wheezing, 
and coughing.  Other 
signs of asthma include 
rapid or noisy breath-
ing, frequent bronchitis 
or pneumonia, and 
recurrent nighttime or 
early morning cough-
ing.  Sometimes the 

only clue is that a child 
cannot keep up with 
friends during physical 
exertion.

Asthma can be brought 
on by allergies, exer-
cise, cold temperatures, 
infections or stress.  
Asthma is not curable, 
but it can be managed 
through medical treat-
ment and by avoiding 
harmful environmental 
factors that may trig-
ger an attack.  It is very 
important to minimize 
the inflammation of 
asthma since chronic 
inflammation weakens 
the lungs and can make 
them prone to chronic 
lung disease. 

The United States 
Environmental Protec-
tion Agency (EPA) also 
recommends five im-
portant steps that can 
be taken to help avoid 
asthma attacks:
Take it outside. One 
of the most common 
asthma triggers in the 
home is second hand 
smoke. Until they can 
quit, people should 
smoke outside, not in 
their homes or cars;
Play it Safe. Ozone and 
particle pollution can 
cause asthma attacks. 
People should watch for 
the Air Quality Index 
(AQI) during their local 
weather report. When 
AQI reports unhealthy 
levels, they should limit 
outdoor activities;

Dust mites are also 
triggers for asthma. For 
mite control, people 

should cover mattresses 
and pillows with aller-
gen proof covers. They 
should wash sheets and 
blankets once a week in 
hot water;
Stake your claim. 
Household pets can 
trigger asthma. People 
should keep pets out of 
the bedroom and off 
furniture; 
Break the mold. Mold 
is another asthma trig-
ger. The key to control-
ling mold is controlling 
moisture. People should 
wash and dry hard 
surfaces to prevent 
and remove mold, and 
should replace moldy 
ceiling tiles and carpet.

Although it may prove 
difficult throughout the 
sticky months of sum-
mer, humidity levels in 
your house should be 
kept below 40 percent 
because the dampness 
increases the risks 
of asthma.  Asthma 
sufferers should avoid 
camping and hiking 
during times of high 
pollen counts and 
refrain from strenuous 
activity when ozone 
levels are at their high-
est.  If mold allergies 
trigger asthma attacks, 
then one should steer 
clear of barns, hay, 
raking leaves and mow-
ing grass.  Certain 
drugs, such as aspirin 
and products contain-
ing aspirin, can cause 
life-threatening asthma 
attacks in susceptible 
individuals.  Doctors 
recommend the use of 
acetaminophen as an 
alternative to aspirin 

and aspirin-related 
products.
  
In New York, efforts 
are being made to 
better understand and 
track asthma.  Under 
the asthma report-
ing law, hospitals are 
required to report the 
incidence of asthma 
among emergency 
room patients.  Re-
searchers hope this will 
help them get a better 
idea of when and where 
asthma attacks occur, 
with the goal of link-
ing the disease to other 
environmental factors.  
Ultimately, the law 
will help find ways to 
improve treatment and 
create better prevention 
strategies.  

As with any medical 
condition, it is vital 
that you work with 
your doctor to create 
an asthma action plan.  
Whether for a child or 
adult, this is an im-
portant step.  The plan 
should include things 
like asthma triggers, 
instructions for asthma 
medicines, what to do 
in case of an attack and 
emergency telephone 
numbers.  For addi-
tional information, visit 
the New York State 
Department of Health 
website at http://www.
health.ny.gov/diseases/
asthma/.

FACTS ABOUT ASTHMA
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Unadilla Drive InsPorts

Five Mile Point 

Five Mile Point Speed-
way would like to 
thank everyone that 
sponsored the 55th 
Annual Heath Memo-
rial with lap money and 
special awards. Thanks 
to your generosity, an 
additional $1,247 was 
paid out to the driv-
ers. The awards will 
be handed out at our 
next race on Saturday, 
August 10th. 
   Brad Shaffer ran a 
fantastic race that end-
ed in heartbreak when 
he dropped out with 
just six laps to go while 
running second. Never-
theless Shaffer’s strong 
run was rewarded with 
an additional $406 in 

lap money.
   The big winner of 
the night was first time 
feature winner Travis 
Smith. He picked a 
great time to do it with 
it coming in the Heath 
Memorial. He took 
home $2,055 for the 
win and pocketed an 
additional $265 in lap 
money.
   Other lap money re-
cipients from the Heath 
Memorial for Sunoco 
Modifieds were Jesse 
Klein ($140), Justin 
Holland ($105), Rusty 
Smith ($51), Matt Cole 
($40) and Ron Cart-
wright ($20).
   The Four Cylinders 
and Factory Stocks had 

a few special awards as 
well. Randy Lane won 
the $100 DiFulvio Con-
struction Hard Charger 
award. Jeremy Warren 
and Jeff Sterling each 
pocketed Harry Hayes 
bonuses of $50 each.
   The track is quiet 
this Saturday, August 
3rd. Racing resumes 
on Saturday, August 
10th with a full show 
of Sunoco Modifieds, 
Insinger Performance 
Crate Sportsman, Bel-
gray Oil Four Cylin-
ders, Factory Stocks 
along with the first of 
two appearances of the 
Wingless Sprint Alli-
ance Tour. Race time is 
7:00 p.m.

Congratulations to two time Five Mile Point Track Champion 
and 35 time feature winner Stewart Friesen on his first NASCAR 

Gander Outdoor Truck Series win.!

FIVE MILE POINT ANNOUNCES SPECIAL AWARD 
WINNERS FROM THE HEATH MEMORIAL

Playing this Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, August 9th to August 
11th, is Scary Stories to Tell in the Dark and Once Upon a Time 
in Hollywood. Gates open at 7pm, and the first movie begins at 
dusk. Tickets are $8 for adults, $6 for seniors and $5 for children 
11-3. We play rain or shine, and we accept debit, credit, cash or 

check in both the snack bar and the ticket booth. So come join us 
for night full of thrills!
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OTSEGO COUNTY FAIR  2019 WINNER OF THE MAD-
DOG  DEMO DERBY AWARD-In memory of Jeff Dixon 
was presented to Austin Williams of Walton.  Austin has 

been a demo driver for about 10 years and competed in the  
V-8 ecomony class to win the trophy.

Pictured are Joe Kolka, representing the Fair, Austin Wil-
liams, Susan Dixon (mother of Jeff) and sister Jessica Barnes 

and brother, Bob Dixon. The award was presented at the 
conclusion  of the derbies at the Otsego County Fair held on 

Sunday evening, August 4. 

GILBERTSVILLE DAIRY CLUB OTSEGO COUNTY- re-
ceived a Blue ribbon for display of 4-H Opens Doors dis-

played in Martin Hall during the Otsego County Fair.

BEACH TIME TABLE SETTING -received a blue ribbon 
award by Hannah Bonczkowski of Otego. This 4-H display 

was in Martin Hall at the Otsego County Fair.
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Morris- The Otsego County Fair held a press 
luncheon on Wednesday, July 31st in the Grange 
Building located on the fairgrounds the luncheon 
was provided by Chix BBQ LLC and Desert was 
provided by Carriban Coolers for Fair Directors, 

Honoree’s and Guests.  Milk Punch was served by 
Ashlyn Wolfe, Junior Dairy Princess from Rich-
field Springs.  Ava Lesko of Cooperstown enter-
tained with piano selection she was Best of Show 

Talent winner in The Mini Division last year.  
Senator James Seward presented certification of 
appreciation to each nominees and spoke briefly. 

County Representative of District 2 reminisced on 
her early years as a youngster attending also at-

tending was Sheriff Devlin. 

Recognition with plaques were presented by Fair 
President Doug Roberts.  Director of the year was 
presented to Kelly Darragh of Morris.  In 2017 she 

began as entry clerk and now serves as a  direc-
tor and secretary.  She has been a great help for 
the past 3 years of grant writing for the fair. She 
oversees the fairbook, social media, and many 

signs and more throughout the grounds during fair 
week.

Mike Wilcox of Morris was presented with 2019 
Fair Person of the year. He starts several weeks 
before the fair starts.   This year helping with 
building new stage for grandstand.  Provides 

sound, does electric and plumbing work and over 
the years helping with several other building proj-

ects.

Royce Webster was also named Fair Person of the 
year.  A lifelong resident of the Butternut Val-

ley.  He would take his vacation from the village 
to work at the fair.  Royce has been a huge help 

to the fair boar, in helping with off season events.  
His business, Morris Tent Rentals has been a huge 
supporter (being very generous during fair week).

2019 Fair Vendor is Larry Steiner of Otego.  He 
has been a food vender at the fair for 25 plus years 

running Steiner’s Concessions near the grand-
stand.  He has done several updates to the building 
over the years including a new roof and painting.

Fair Granger of the year was presented to Ro-
berta Halbert of Gilbertsville. A 58 year member 
of Butternut Valley Grange.  She has served as 
Co-chairperson of the Butternut Valley Grange 
Refreshment Booth at the fair since 1985.  She 
served on the Fairboard for 16 years, serving as 
secretary for 9 years and Assistant Treasurer for 

two years.   During her term on the board she 
worked on the tractor pull committee, Floral Hall 

and the fair’s premium books.

Amy Proskine was selected and honored as Super-
intendent of the year.  She started in 4-H when she 
was 8 years old showing animals at the fair.  4-H 
leader for over 15 years then becoming a superin-
tendent at the fair for the past 20 plus years.  She 

resides in Gilbertsville.    

Vendor  Award presented to Larry Steiner of Steiner’s Con-
cession (center) flantked by Senator Seward  and President 

of Fair, Doug Roberts.

ROBERTA HALBERT (center) presented with Fair 
Granger for 2019 by Doug Roberts, President and 
Senator Seward with certificate of appreciation.

Superintendent of the year was presented to (center) Amy 
Proskine. Flanked by (right) Senator Seward and (left) Presi-

dent Doug Roberts. 
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MORRIS-The Otsego County Fair Baby/Toddler Contest was held on 
Friday, August 2 in the Grange Building at the Fairgrounds.

Winners were as follows: GIRLS- Infant to 5 months, first, Sakuia 
Combes of New Lisbon, second, Rylee Hoffman of Morris and third, 

Delilah Leonard of Oneonta.

Infant  6 months to 11 months, first, Lacey Sue Short of Unadilla, 
second, Josephine Conklin of New Berlin and third, Paisley Stephens 
of Richfield Springs. One year olds, first, Emaliya Rose Yaw of  Mor-
ris , second, Elli Vibbard of Burlington Flats and third, Callie Leonard 
of Unadilla.  Two year olds, first, Abigail Morgan of New  Berlin and 

second, Ingrid Murray of Charlton.  Three year old, first Averie Good-
win  of Morris. Four year olds Addison Sebeck/Koss of  Gilbertsville.

BOYS- Infant to 5 months, first Seth Butler of Unadilla and second 
Austin Mondore of Morris. Infant  6 month to 11 months, first, Bjorn 

Murray of Charlton, second, Carter Goodwin of Morris and third, 
Bennett Conley of Oneonta.  One year old, first, Wayland Kucera of 
West Edmeston, second, Lukas Baker of Unadilla and third, Landon 
Imperato of Schenevus.  Two year olds, first, Grady Leonard of Un-
adilla and second, Holden Fink of Edmeston.  Four year ol, Weston 

Kucera of  West Edmeston.

Best overall girl was awarded to Emaliya Rose Yaw and boy was 
Grady Leonard.  Each received a $25 cash award from  SFCU of 
Sidney.  First, second and third place ribbons were presented with 

non-winners receiving a participant ribbon from the Otsego County 
Fair. MC announcer was Nate Lull from WCDO Radio . Judges were 

Rachel Gillette and Allison Mendez. 

 

BEST OVERALL BOY -Grady Baker in the two year old category at 
the Otsego County  Fair.  Pictured with his grandmother, Missy Baker 

of Sidney.

BEST OF SHOW TALENT WINNERS AT OTSEGO COUNTY 
FAIR- Left, Ava Lesko (Maxi winner) and right, Roxanne Megale 

(mini winner)

MORRIS-The Otsego County Fair Talent Competition was held 
on Saturday, August 3 in the Grange Building.

Mini competition (ages 12 and under) were:

Vocal- Courtney McCarthy of Laurens. Variety – Anabelle Wes-
sel of Alexander, NY and Dance _ Roxanne Megale of Bain-

bridge and second place, Rhian Gill of Sidney.

Maxi competition (ages 13 and over) were: Vocal first, Kacie 
Turnbull of Laurens. Instrumental Ava Lesko of Cooperstown 

and Dance Mary Rose Nelson of Bainbridge.

Above winners received cash prizes of first $20.00 and second 
place $15.00 from the Otsego County Fair.  Best of Show win-

ners for Mini was Roxanne Megale and Maxi went to Ava Lesko  
They each received a cash prize of $50.00 donated by NBT Bank 

of Edmeston.

Youth Livestock Show
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MORRIS-The Fire Service and School Band Parade was held on Opening evening, July 30 of the Otsego County Fair.

Parade results are as follows.

Best appearing department in County Gilbertsville Fire Department and second, Milford and third place was awarded to 
Otego Fire Department. 

Best appearing Auxiliary in County was presented to  Gilbertsville and second place to Morris Auxiliary.

Fire Department with 15 or more in line first Wells Bridge and second Milford.

Winners in the floats were: Agricultural Otsego County Dairy Princess, Commercial float presented to DCMO celebrating 
50 years and 4-H Club Float to Field and Flats Club.

DCMO BOCES FLOAT CELEBRATING 50 YEARS.

GILBERTSVILLE FIRE DEPARTMENT -Received First Place 
at the Otsego County Fair for Best appearing Department 

WELLSBRIDGE FIRE DEPART-
MENT received first place for de-

partment with 15 or more in line on 
Tuesday evening at the Otsego 

County Fair in Morris.
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lookinG bACk

Looking Back to August 5, 1981 
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Puzzle PAGe

View last week answers or to 
print this page

visit  
chendelopost.com/puzzlepage

Want to see something 
different here? 

Email us at 
chendelopost@gmail.com

Sudoku
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He sat still for a long mo-
ment, not wanting to up-
set their peace, not will-
ing to visit his nightmare 
upon his wife, wishing 
away the past, avoiding 
this burden, then sighed 
and turned to face her. “I 
think I have something to 
tell you.”
“Okay,” she pushed her 
pillow back so that she 
could lean against the 
headboard.”Go ahead.”
“Well, one thing is,” 
he sighed again, more 
thoroughly. “I guess 
there’s no easy way to let 
you know this. It’s just 
that... I’ve been married 
before.”
In the dark, he could not 
tell her reaction. At least, 
she didn’t push away 
from him.
“I should have told you 
a long time ago, but.... 
I wasn’t really over .... 
everything and I guess... 
I… was still in love with 
her.”
“So why’d you marry 
me?” A little edge to her 
voice told him Martie 
was not entirely happy 
with this revelation.
Noah grinned sheepishly, 
if a bit lopsidedly, in 
the dark. “Well, for one 
thing, you were alive.”
“Oh, Noah! You mean 
she’s dead?” Quick sym-
pathy displaced whatever 
worry and annoyance 
she had been tempted to. 
“What happened?”
“Well, I’d better tell you 
from the beginning.”
It had been during his 
first back-to-nature 
phase. He’d taken a 
ranger job in the far north 
in an area that was all 
lakes and pines and tall 
cliffs overlooking the sea, 
escaping at one and the 
same time from memo-
ries of a broken heart and 
an unhealthy interest in 
him on the part of certain 
dangerous and powerful 
people. There was also 
an incident in his past, if 
anyone had cared to look 
into his background fur-

ther, as these authorities 
might be likely to do, that 
could have landed him 
in the kinds of complica-
tions he devoutly wished 
no longer to experience 
in life.
The region was austere, 
beautiful and sparsely 
inhabited, and, while he 
liked the work, it had 
been very lonely. That’s 
when he began to make 
overtures to the tribal 
population, what there 
was left of it. He had 
noticed Valia right away 
with her fox face and 
dark eyes, framed by her 
long, gleaming red-gold 
hair. She had taught him 
to dance the native danc-
es and despite her thick 
fur covering, the slow 
sway of her body had 
ensnared him. To him, 
she was a spirit of nature, 
pure and earthy. To her . . 
. well, he’d never known 
what she thought of him 
truly. She was, unlike 
most of the girls in the 
village, not much of a 
talker. All he knew was 
that she was no man’s 
woman and as willing as 
he, so they had married, 
tribal fashion, and slept 
together under the trees, 
or on the sands of the 
narrow beach, where the 
waves of the sea echoed 
their sighing rhythm, and 
the stars glowed down 
upon them lovingly. That 
was before he had built 
their house, shapen like 
an upside-down ship.
“Why like an upside-
down ship?” asked Mar-
tie, intrigued.
“Well, when I was in 
the marine service, no 
one was allowed to be 
more than an ordinary 
seaman until they had 
built their first boat. It 
was .... traditional.  So, 
of course, I had to show 
off and build something 
big, not a yacht, precisely, 
but it was big. Took me 
a while, because you 
could only work on your 
boat when the ship came 

ashore. Anyway, that was 
the only thing I knew 
how to build well, so 
that’s what I did.”
“That’s sweet.” she said, 
snuggling up next to him. 
Noah reciprocated by 
putting his arm over her 
shoulder, thinking this 
was going surprisingly 
better than projected.
Then he and Valia had 
had their first child, a 
boy, and then the girl he’d 
briefly thought Samantha 
was, crying out amid the 
flames. There had, in 
the course of years, been 
two others, another girl, 
and then, before he went 
away, Valia had been big 
and slow with the last, a 
boy they had hoped. . .
“Go on,” said Martie 
softly, but Noah had 
begun shuddering again 
despite her warmth 
(embarrassing, that) and 
could not trust his voice 
to speak for a while. 
He thought of what 
it had cost Martie to 
share her past with him, 
and clutched himself, 
(clutched her) hands 
gripped tight, forcing 
the words out in a low, 
mostly steady voice.
“My ranger duties took 
me far afield, but I never 
worried much about it.” 
The world of lakes and 
pines had seemed so 
peaceful that he’d forgot-
ten the miseries of the 
outside world. He hadn’t 
really thought about the 
reality that, to many, trib-
al peoples were not truly 
human, but creatures just 
short of animals. What 
he had not known, and 
could not have known, 
was that, in some circles, 
among the enemies 
of the country he had 
abandoned, the natives 
of the north had become 
a trophy species, worthy 
opponents in the hunt 
sometimes, (and some-
times, merely vermin to 
be exterminated).
“Then there was some-
thing else: I had … a 

friend . . . who needed 
my help. I took a leave of 
absence but I hurried the 
business so that I could 
get home sooner. It . . . it 
turned out … well, it was 
a waste of time anyway, 
so I was tired and frus-
trated. . . But when I 
finally got back. . .”
Wood smoke. A village 
of charcoal and ashes - by 
now it will have vanished 
under a carpet of ferns 
and moss, he thought 
desolately, realizing for 
the first time how long 
ago it had been. Bod-
ies everywhere. Valia, 
blistered and carved 
apart, sprawled in a pool 
of blood, with her infant, 
perfect and beautiful, 
still floating in his little 
universe, lying beside 
the bodies of two of his 
children, the girls, what 
was left of them. After 
the first glance, he never 
could bear to look again, 
but he’d had the strong 
impression that they 
had been blinded. Of 
his firstborn son, he had 
found no trace, although 
he searched first desper-
ately, then doggedly, until 
the late summer sun had 
sunk, leaving behind a 
sky as black as his heart. 
Instead, he found chunks 
of meat, grisly tokens of 
his neighbors, their wives 
and children, scattered 
both in the burned re-
mains of their homes and 
in a wide circle around 
the village. He could only 
assume that his boy was 
scattered with them.
“I was not there.” he 
choked. “If I had been 
back one day sooner  
but . . . I wasn’t there! 
I wasn’t ...there!” Then 
Noah’s words broke and 
he wept, as he had that 
solitary night long ago, 
and Martie held him. 
She did not vex him 
by stating the obvious: 
that, if he had been there 
then, to fight the futile 
fight to save his wife and 
children, he would not, 

in all probability, now 
be here. Whether she 
ever guessed that he had 
first loved her as Valia’s 
atonement, he never 
knew. He also never told 
her, not wanting to intro-
duce further complexities 
to their relationship. He 
held her in return, think-
ing again of the soughing 
of waves upon the sandy 
beach and the rhythm of 
the earth all lovers echo.
Afterward, she asked 
him, “What were their 
names? Your children, I 
mean.”
“Kirima, Yoto, and Theo-
dore.” He whispered the 
name of his firstborn, the 
son of his heart.
“Theodore?” There was 
humor and warmth in her 
voice again.
“My idea. She thought it 
was a very silly name.” 
he said and chuckled 
weakly. He noted the fact 
that he could chuckle 
now at something that 
had, really, in its own 
time, been amusing. For 
years, he had avoided the 
memories. What good 
had that done? He’d still 
suffered all the same, and 
on top of that, he’d forgot 
how good the good things 
had been. Sighing, he 
laid his head on his wife’s 
heart and let her stroke 
his neck until he slept.

“They’re awake!” cried 
Thing One to Thing Two. 
“Let’s go see what they 
are doing!” They scam-
pered upstairs, with a 
stampeding sound like a 
galloping herd, but muted 
and in miniature, only 
to skid headfirst into a 
closed door. Thing Two 
squinted through the bot-
tom crack into the room. 
No one was stirring. The 
noises had ceased. Per-
haps they had gone back 
to sleep.
But there was something 
lying there on the floor. 
By jamming his fore-
paw through the crack 
and reaching his fullest 

extent, Thing Two could 
just get a snag in it. By 
degrees, he dragged it 
nearer and nearer, until 
part of it protruded into 
the hall. Thing One 
joined in with enthu-
siasm. Eventually, one 
rumpled pair of pants, a 
torn magazine, the fabric 
belt from a bathrobe and 
three socks lay piled in 
the hall.
The concept had been 
to pull the entire room 
through the crack and 
out into the hall. Then 
they would be inside (and 
the hall would be on the 
outside). The scheme was 
logical, flawless, but it 
just seemed to be taking 
too long.  Exhausted, the 
two Things curled up 
on their booty and fell 
asleep.
Yawning, Martie nearly 
stumbled over them on 
her way to answer Tyler’s 
hungry cry. Bemused, 
she smiled down at the 
two sleeping cats. How 
had they ever managed 
to drag all these things 
outside the door? What 
could they have been 
thinking? Shaking her 
head, still smiling, she 
went on down the hall.

The next install-
ment will appear 
next week. If you 
can’t wait, this 
story is available 
for free on Kindle 
Unlimited or for 
only $2.99 on 
Kindle. (Reviews 
are very welcome, 
if you want to leave 
one after finishing 
the book.)

17th excerpt
This is the 17th excerpt from the book, Story, Story, The Tale of the Eighth Herald, 

Book 1. In the 16th installment last week and the preceding installments, Noah Peter-
son, park ranger, was handed a newborn baby by an apparent madman reciting “Story, 
story, tall tale, lie…” usually used before a tale is told, who then faded into the woods. 
Noah took the baby home to his childless wife, falling asleep he dreamt of a boy meet-
ing a tramp and a dog named Prince. Then his dream segues into something creepier, 
babies in jars… and the head of a biotech firm, who  gets a visit from a stranger pre-

pared to make him a deal, which involves allowing him to add the ‘unifying principle’ 
which he mockingly calls a ‘soul’ to his experimental embryos for designer children. 
In return, Nick demands that Brad change his product line and produce adult men, for 
the dissatisfied women of the world. Noah wakes to his wife and new child in bed with 

him. Over the sleeping baby, now named Cameron, Martie tells him, joyfully, and 
laughingly, that she is pregnant. 

Chapter 3 opens with a discussion over what Cameron the elephant thinks of baby 
Cameron,  thanks to Noah’s education in Animal Communication, which he has 

passed on to Martie, a self-educated vet, who finds it useful in her work at the ranger 
station. A letter arrives passed on by their boss, Nate, who, seeing the name of the 
sender, jokes that Noah must have a ‘baby project’ in every city. He turns out to be 

right in a less twisted sense. The writer is actually Noah’s sister, Jessie, who is preg-
nant, too, and her husband doesn’t want the baby. Arrangements are made for her to 
come to the station, give birth and leave the child with the Peterson’s, to be raised as 
their son… so from being barren, Martie at first finds herself happily surveying the 
prospect of three children, until she miscarries, for the third time. Noah buries the 

child, picking a special stone as a marker, as he had with the first two. 
Jessie leaves after giving birth, saying she’d had no ideas babies were so much work. 

With two babies to care for, Martie throws herself into their care, smothering any 
grief she might have felt. Noah finds himself shut out and grouchy. For the first time, 

he feels some sympathy for his stern fundamentalist father who had coped with 12 
children in the house at one time. He remembers himself as a child, cheating at chores 

and how he had resented his father’s discipline. He heads to the forest to rebuild an 
observation deck, going by tangawood bike. There for the second time, he hears the 
sound of the passage of some enormous beast. This, he would have reported imme-
diately to his superior if he had not been repeatedly distracted by other things, kids 

among them. Nate tells him t they must go to the City for a meeting. Noah is reluctant, 
but must, because he is the expert on the species preservation project.
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The United Pres-
byterian Church of 
East Guilford set up 
a Blessing Box al-
most 2 years ago on 
their church property 
north of Sidney, at 
the corner of Route 7 
and County Road 35. 
The Blessing Box, or 
pop-up food pantry, 
contains food and 
supplies that can be 

accessed by anyone 
in need. It cannot re-
place a grocery store, 
food bank, or gov-
ernment assistance, 
but hopefully it can 
be used by individu-
als or families who 
are temporarily short 
on resources. The 
slogan on the door 
reads, “Take what 
you need, Leave what 

you can”. Members 
of the community are 
encouraged to use 
the Blessing Box as 
needed. The com-
munity can also help 
the needy and the 
church to replenish its 
contents by leaving 
non-perishable food, 
toiletries, etc. Many 
thanks!

Blessing Box

Everyday, people 
stop by the Blessing 
Box. Perhaps they 
find themselves 
short on money be-
fore their next pay-
check or source of 
income is due. May-
be they are not sure 
where their next 
meal might come 
from. This mission 
of the United Pres-
byterian Church of 
East Guilford can-

not replace a gro-
cery store or a food 
bank or government 
assistance, but there 
are times when it 
can help to make 
ends meet. If they 
stop by, people may 
find food or house-
hold items left by 
the church, neigh-
bors and friends. It’s 
all about commu-
nity trying to help 
community.

The Blessing Box 
is located in the 
church parking lot, 
about 2 miles north 
of Sidney on Route 
8. If you have not 
visited, please do. 
Take what you need. 
When life is good, 
leave something to 
help someone else. 
Everyone will be 
most grateful!

Community Helping Community

GREENE - As part of 
the Greene Labor Day 
Picnic’s 100th anni-
versary celebration, 
the Labor Day Picnic 
Committee has started 
a scavenger hunt, 
with 30 questions that 
directs you to different 
locations in the greater 
Greene area.
Contestants may pick 
up scavenger hunt entry 
forms at the Village 
of Greene municipal 
office or Moore Memo-
rial Library.
Some of the questions 
on the scavenger hunt 
form are:
• How many gas/ser-
vice stations existed 
in Smithville between 
1930-50’s?
• The address of the 
tall, yellow brick chim-
ney of the Borden’s 
Creamery (the building 

burned in 1951, which 
was also the location of 
the Baseball Bat Fac-
tory until 1967)?
• Where was Greene’s 
hospital located?
• Where is the oldest 
building in the business 
district?
• Who was the mayor 
(President of village) of 
Greene in 1919? Who 
is the current mayor of 
Greene in 2019?
Organizers of the 
scavenger hunt remind 
contestants:
• Do not trespass on 
anyone’s property 
(answers can be found 
from sidewalks/road-
sides);
• Street addresses or 
GPS coordinates may 
be the correct answer;
• Help from the Greene 
Historical Society is 
allowed.

Entry forms must be 
returned to the either 
the Village Office 
or Moore Memorial 
Library by Aug. 15. 
Those who complete 
correct entry will be 
entered into a drawing 
for win one of two $50 
gift cards.
The 1919 “Acts of 
Kindness” is still go-
ing on until August 
15, email your acts to:  
greenelaborday1919@
gmail.com,, 

The 100th Greene 
Labor Day Picnic will 
be held on Monday, 
Sept. 2, starting with 
the Hose Fights at 8am 
in the downtown busi-
ness district and at the 
Ballflats.
Additional information 
on our Facebook page:  
Greene Labor Day

Greene Labor Day Picnic Holding Scavenger 
Hunt; Part of 100th Anniversary Events

Aug. 1- Build your 
own air rocket, 
launch it and learn 
about the Space pro-
gram with the Koper-
nik Observatory and 
Science Center. 
Also, there will be 
prizes for all readers 
who participated in 
this year’s program!

Also for adults:
Afton Free Library
105A Main Street
Thurs., August 8
6:00 pm
Free Non-Adhesive 
Book Binding Class 
with Storm Ham-
mond.
All supplies provided 
for you to design five 
unique folded books 

to use as sketchpads, 
journals, recipe books 
etc...
Space is limited so 
please stop by or call 
639-1212 to register 
by Aug. 3rd.
Mon. & Tues. 12-5, 
Thurs. 12-8, Fri. 9-5, 
Sat. 9-1

Afton Free Library

Coming soon to Sidney!

A new Curtis Lumber 
store will be opening in 
the old Ace Hardware 
store on Main Street in 

Sidney!

Subscribe to see more 
information on when 

Curtis Lumber will be 
opening!

The Butternut Valley 
Grange will be host-
ing a talent showcase, 
titled “A Little Bit of 
Broadway”, on Sat-
urday August 17th at 
7:00pm, in the Gil-
bertsville Grange Hall 
Auditorium, 13 Bloom 
Street, Gilbertsville.  
This showcase features 
many talented perform-
ers from Norwich, 
Afton, Greene, Sidney, 
Oneonta, Gilbertsville, 
and more, performing 
a range of vocal and 
dance solos, duos, and 

large group numbers. 
Our talented ensemble 
includes, but isn’t lim-
ited to; dancers from 
Studio B Performing 
Arts Academy, Donna 
Frech School of Dance, 
Elite Dance Academy. 
Opera Singers Claire 
Nolan and Kayla Far-
rell, Vocal Soloists Cat 
Robinson, Leslie Tall-
madge, Ariana Cornell, 
Alyssa Marcellus, Mike 
Roldan, and many 
more! Put together 
under the artistic direc-
tion of Tyler Lindsley, 

with musical direction 
by Steven Rivera, ac-
companiment by Karen 
Clark, stage manage-
ment by Kate Simeon 
and technical direction 
by Brooke Anderson. 
Concessions will be 
sold by the Grange, 
and admission is by a 
$5 suggested donation. 
All proceeds from this 
event will be donated to 
The Major’s Inn to ben-
efit their ongoing roof 
restoration project. 

The Butternut Valley Grange Talent Show
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Chen-Del-O Post New Subscription Form 

Name: ________________________________ 
        *Please create an username and password*

     *Online access subscribers need*                                                                                       
                   Username: _____________________           
Address: _________________________________         

               _________________________________        Password: ______________________

Phone: ___________________________________

Email: ____________________________________

 

<—— PLEASE CIRCLE 
SUBSCRIPTION OPTION 

FROM CHART  
Payment Information 

(Please check one) 

Check ________ Money Order __________ Credit/ Debit Card_________ 
*If check or money order please address to Chen-Del-O Post, if debit or credit 

card, fill out below section or visit chendelopost.com to subscribe online*  

Credit/Debit Card Type _______________________ 

Card number_____________________________________   Expires __________   CSC _____ 

First name _______________________   Last name ________________________ 

Billing address _________________________________________________________

Want to subscribe to the Chen-Del-O Post? 
Just fill out the form below and mail it to us at

PO Box 644 Sidney NY 13838
To get your paper mailed or online each week!
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