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Sidney CSD senior 
Collin Searles and 
high school teacher 
Lori DePauw were 
honored at the Schol-
ar Recognition pro-
gram dinner, which 
was held at SUNY 
Oneonta. 
 
The program honors 
students and teachers 
from schools in the 
DCMO BOCES and 
ONC BOCES dis-
tricts. 
 
One student from 
each school is recog-
nized for outstanding 
scholastic achieve-
ment. That student 
then nominates a 
teacher who has had a 
significant and ben-
eficial influence on 
his or her education. 
 
Below are the write-
ups from the pro-
gram. 

Collin Searles 
 
The Sidney Central 
School District is 
pleased to recognize 
Collin Searles as their 
2019 Senior Scholar. 

Collin is an intel-
ligent, hardworking, 
determined, friendly 
and high-energy in-
dividual with a great 
sense of humor. 
 

Sidney CSD Senior and Teacher Recognized

Twenty-one seniors 
received their high 
school diplomas 
Saturday morning 
as the Gilbertsville-
Mount Upton  Cen-
tral School District 

held its annual Com-
mencement ceremo-
ny.

Acting Principal 
Heather Ketchum 
Wilcox urged the 

students to embrace 
their futures and to 
remember kindness. 
GMU Superinten-
dent Annette Ham-
mond gave them a 
list of seven thoughts, 

one of which was to 
commit themselves 
to positive thinking, 
adding that “the grass 
is not always greener 
on the other side of 
the fence.”

Taking the stage in 
the Auditorium to the 
strains of “Pomp and 
Circumstance” per-
formed by the Senior 
High School Band, 
the seniors listened to 
speeches by Salutato-
rian Hunter Christian 
and Valedictorian 
Natalie Pistor.

Christian, who will 
attend Hartwick Col-
lege to study nurs-
ing, reminded her 
students that some of 
their most valuable 
learning involved 
“the importance 
of working toward 
our goals in life, the 
power of words, to 
never give up, how to 
be leaders, and how 
to respect one an-

other.” She added that  
“…it’s okay to make 
mistakes, it’s okay 
to have bad days, it’s 
okay to not be per-
fect, and it’s okay to 
be yourself.”

Pistor will attend the 
Fashion Institute of 
Technology in New 
York City. She trans-
ferred to GMU as a 
freshman, and she 
noted that she had 
overcome her shyness 
during her time at 
the high school, She 
urged her classmates 
to “Push yourself out 
of your comfort zone. 
Run for student coun-
cil, recite a speech 
in front of the high 
school (all 150 of 
them); join a club that 
forces you to think 
on your feet in front 
of a judge and your 
peers—actually join 
any club. This will 
surround yourself 
with like minded and 
driven people who in-

spire you to use your 
voice for change, alli-
ance, and service.”

Class Secretary 
Jazmine Brooks an-
nounced that the class 
gift will be a new 
podium for the audi-
torium. Class Presi-
dent Nina D’Amato 
and representative 
Shalleigh Taranto 
delivered a humorous 
and heartfelt class 
history, and Hailey 
Cappiello and Sydney 
Swift gave the audi-
ence a glimpse into 
the events to come 
with their class future 
report.

The class applauded 
its advisor, guidance 
counselor Kathryn 
Parsons, and thanked 
her for her hard work 
with a gift certifi-
cate for a spa day at 
the Otesaga Hotel in 
Cooperstown.

GMU celebrates 21 members of the Class of 2019

Natalie Pistor (left), the class valedictorian; and Hunter Christian, the 
class salutatorian, greet the audience at the start of Saturday’s com-
mencement exercises at Gilbertsville-Mount Upton Central School.

SEWARD LEGISLATION TO HONOR 
SIDNEY VETERANS
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Cheerful ProsPeCt

By Alicia Marsland 
Geromel

Doing the Opposite

It has long been per-
fectly obvious to 
anybody who’s paying 
close attention, that 
the Establishment, 
whether Democrat or 
Republican, is much 
given to naming what 
they are doing the very 
opposite terminology 
to that which fit what 
they are in all truth 
and actuality doing. 
For just a couple of 
examples:  Antifa, the 
group claiming to be 
anti-fascist, is actually 
as fascist as they come, 
running around like 
thugs at Krystalnacht in 
black and intimidating 
clothing to bash people 
who disagree with 
them. Meanwhile, there 
is a group of ‘economic 
conservatives’ claiming 

to be for free market 
which is actually for 
crony capitalism. And 
so it goes.

In this spirit I would 
like to point out that 
the latest thing (which 
is “being woke”) is 
actually being put to 
sleep because the very 
essence of being ‘woke’ 
is ignoring things 
that are obvious and 
pretending they don’t 
exist. Even worse, but 
concomitantly, this 
means discrediting or 
demonizing people who 
do see these things and 
happen to comment on 
them. In this way, you 
won’t have to acknowl-
edge ‘their truth’ or, 
hopefully, even have to 
hear it again. (Remem-
ber when the big thing 
was that everyone has 
their own truth and it is 
our job to respect their 
‘truth’. Mind you, that 

is so ‘yesterday’, now.)

To be ‘woke’, one has 
to be vividly aware of 
the fact that sometimes 
women and girls are 
sexually harassed or at-
tacked, but at the same 
time, be totally oblivi-
ous to the fact that men 
and boys can be sexual-
ly harassed or attacked. 
In fact, as a ‘woke’ 
person, one is perfectly 
within their rights to 
harass and attack men 
in the interests of pro-
tecting all the innocent 
and defenseless females 
in the world.

Likewise, the ‘woke’ 
person is deeply con-
vinced of the truth that 
all human beings are 
(DUH) human beings, 
while failing to under-
stand the very simple 
truth that human beings 
who break the law are, 
by definition, law-

breakers (and at least 
a little suspect when it 
comes to their future 
behavior after entering 
the country illegally.)

The most dangerous 
aspect of ‘wokeness’ is 
its lack of balance and 
objectivity. The world 
of the woke is one of 
flatly simplistic good 
guys and bad guys (the 
word ‘guy’ nowadays 
simply meaning a per-
son much of the time. 
Manifestly, women 
can be ‘bad guys’, like 
Sarah Palin or Sarah 
Sanders… Is there 
something contaminat-
ing about the name 
‘Sarah’?)

Hence, all the ‘good 
guys’ are assumed to 
be constitutionally 
incapable of commit-
ting a single sin, even 
though the concept of 
immaculate concep-

tion is currently out 
of vogue. Hence, the 
‘good guy’ can be 
given a pass, even if 
they attack and harass 
women or engage in 
criminal behavior, even 
including behavior that 
endangers our national 
security. In a reverse 
act of injustice, the ‘bad 
guys’ can be assumed, 
without evidence or 
even a smidgen of 
proof, to have a char-
acter so twisted as to 
make no accusation un-
fair or even incredible. 
A prostitute, or advice 
columnist, because she 
is a woman, must be 
telling the truth (but 
only if she accuses a 
‘bad guy’). ‘Bimbos’ 
or ‘trailer trash’, at 
least a cut above a porn 
star, need not apply for 
similar credence in the 
press if they should 
happen to accuse a 
‘good guy’. Blackening 

an innocent person’s 
name isn’t a cause for 
concern, because a ‘bad 
guy’ can’t possibly ever 
be innocent of any-
thing.

Of course, to the 
‘woke’, I am now obvi-
ously a ‘racist’ because 
I used a form of the 
word ‘black’ with a 
negative connotation 
… unless I can dem-
onstrate that I am one 
of the good guys by 
voting for Cory Booker, 
(but possibly even that 
would be insufficient 
to establish my bona 
fides?) 

Responses from 
residents of the 52nd 
Senate District over-
whelmingly support 
removing all non-med-
ical exemptions for 
vaccinations

Senator Fred Akshar re-
leased the results of his 
latest online surveys 
asking constituents to 
weigh in on a proposal 
to end religious and 
any other non-medical 
exemptions for vaccina-
tion for children attend-
ing school in New York 
State. 

All 50 states require 
that students be vac-
cinated for diseases 
like measles, mumps, 
whooping cough, chick-
enpox and polio. All 
states allow exemptions 
for medical reasons, 
but 47 (including New 
York) allow exemptions 
for religious reasons 
and 16 also permit 
“philosophical exemp-
tions.”

According to the Cen-
ters for Disease Control 
and Prevention, mea-
sles cases nationwide 
have more than doubled 
from 2018 to over 1000 
this year, with at least 
850 cases in the New 
York City and Rock-
land County regions of 
New York.

Akshar sought input 
on Senate bill S.2994 
which would repeal all 
non-medical exemp-
tions from vaccina-

tion requirements for 
children.

The survey, posted 
on Akshar.NYSenate.
Gov drew over 3,000 
total responses from 
residents in the 52nd 
Senate District and sur-
rounding areas.

Survey Results

The results showed: 
Within the 52nd Sen-
ate District, 70% of 
respondents support re-
moving all non-medical 
exemptions for vaccina-
tions.
Many of those sup-
porting the removal of 
non-medical exemp-
tions cited the need to 
protect public health, 
noting that requiring 
vaccinations for chil-
dren protects those who 
are unable to receive 
vaccinations due to 
allergic reactions or 
other complications 
from contracting these 
diseases.
Responses from other 
regions of New York 
outside the 52nd Senate 
District showed a plu-
rality of 42.5% believ-
ing that no vaccinations 
for children should be 
required by law.
Of those opposed to 
any vaccination re-
quirements, many 
stated that the choice 
on whether to vaccinate 
should ultimately fall 
to each child’s parents. 
Others said the exemp-
tion was a matter of 
religious freedom.

Results from respon-
dents in the 52nd 
Senate District were 
similar to a recent Si-
ena Poll, which showed 
84% of New York-
ers statewide support 
ending the religious 
exemption for vaccina-
tions.

“Eliminating all non-
medical exemptions for 
child vaccination raises 
serious questions about 
the balance of personal 
choice, religious free-
dom and the public 
health and safety of our 
children,” Akshar said. 
“From speaking with 
local educators and 
health professionals, it’s 
clear to me that in the 
case of vaccinations, 
this is simply a matter 
of public health and 
safety. In this case, a 
parent’s personal choice 
for their own child has 
the potential to do seri-
ous harm to many other 
children in their school 
and community.”

Throughout the 2019-
2020 Legislative 
Session, Akshar will 
regularly post new 
Community Voice 
Survey questions on 
Akshar.NYSenate.Gov 
and publish the results 
of previously asked 
questions. 

“No matter my person-
al views on any issue, 
it’s important for me to 
continually allow the 
people of the 52nd Sen-
ate District to weigh in, 

be heard and share the 
results,” Akshar said. 
“It’s about continuing 
to be open and account-
able to the people.”

###

Full Survey Results

Question: Do you 
support removing 
non-medical exemp-
tions from vaccination 
requirements for chil-
dren attending school 
in New York State? 
52nd Senate District 
(1,614 Responses)
70.3% - Support re-
moving all non-medical 
exemptions for vaccina-
tions
8% - Support keeping 
the current non-medical 
religious exemptions 
for vaccinations
5% - Support only al-
lowing religious ex-
emptions for children 
with written 80 consent 
from the child’s physi-
cian
5.5% - Support expand-
ing non-medical vac-
cination exemptions in 
New York to include 
philosophical exemp-
tions
10% - Believe vac-
cinations for children 
should not be required 
by law
1.3% - Don’t Know/Un-
decided
Responses from New 
York State Residents 
Outside of the 52nd 
Senate District (1,581 
Responses)
6.6% - Support remov-
ing all non-medical 

exemptions for vaccina-
tions
24.3% - Support 
keeping the current 
non-medical religious 
exemptions for vaccina-
tions
0.3% - Support only 
allowing religious 
exemptions for children 
with written 80 consent 
from the child’s physi-
cian

26.2% - Support ex-
panding non-medical 
vaccination exemptions 
in New York to include 
philosophical exemp-
tions
42.5% - Believe vac-
cinations for children 
should not be required 
by law
0.1% - Don’t Know/Un-
decided 

Senator Fred Akshar Releases Survey Results on Vaccination 
Exemptions for Children in New York
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obituaries

To place an obituary 
or memorial 

contact 
chendelopost@gmail.

com
or visit our website
chendelopost.com

“I was having trouble finding  
a ride to my medical and dental  

appointments. Then I heard  
about Getthere.”

Need a ride? Call 1-855-373-4040

Faye Platt, 82, from 
Unadilla, NY, passed 
away at home on Mon-
day, June 17, 2019. She 
was a graduate of the 
Sidney School class of 
1954. Right after gradu-
ation she went to work 
as a teller at the Sidney 
Bank which was located 
on Main St. in Sidney, 
she worked at Bendix 
in Dept. 51, she worked 
a short time and Wool-
worth’s in Oneonta, and 
after moving to Unadilla 
she worked part-time at 
Earls Poultry Farm as an 
egg handler but mainly 
she was a stay at home 
wife and mother. It was 
while she was working at 
Bendix that she met her 
future husband, Ronald 
“Ronnie” Platt. They 
were married on January 
27, 1962 and were mar-
ried for 57 years. They 
lived a very short time in 
Sidney before buying a 
house and moving to Un-
adilla. She liked visiting 
with family and friends, 
bird watching, reading, 
flower gardening, watch-
ing science fiction, and 
traveling. She also took 
great pleasure in driving 
her daughter crazy check-
ing out strange noises 
that she heard at night – 
she was fearless!  She is 
survived by her husband, 
Ronald Platt, her daugh-
ter Michele Myers-Platt, 
her granddaughter & 
boyfriend, Jessica Wi-
nans and Zachary Rowe, 
a great-grandson, Silas 
Steven Rowe, all from 
Unadilla, 2 sisters, Carol 

Thurston, Oxford, NY & 
Linda Crumley, Florida, 
2 brothers-in-law, Calvin 
Thurston, Oxford, NY & 
Steve Crumley, Florida, 
2 brothers, Brian Knapp 
& Joel Knapp both from 
New Mexico, 3 sisters-in-
law, Catherine Wellman, 
Rochester, NY, Vivian 
Spezio, Oneonta, NY, & 
Wendy Platt, Mt. Vi-
sion, NY, many nieces & 
nephews, and many great 
& great-great nieces & 
nephews. She was pre-
deceased by her mother, 
Anna Wilson, her father, 
Floyd Knapp, brother 
John Knapp, niece Carla 
Thurston, nephews, Da-
vid Wellman, David Platt, 
& Billy Platt, brothers-
in-law, Charles Platt, 
Gerard Wellman, Gerald 
Platt, Eugene Platt, War-
ren Platt, & Pete Spezio, 
sisters-in-law, Ruthann 
Knapp, Gail Knapp, Eva 
Platt, Barbara Platt, & 
Sandra Platt. Funeral 
arrangements are being 
done by C. H. Landers 
Funeral Home in Sidney, 
there will be no calling 
hours, services will be 
at the Sand Hill United 
Methodist Church in 
Unadilla on Monday, 
June 24, 2019 at 2:00 p.m. 
with a graveside service 
immediately following 
in the Sand Hill Cem-
etery. In lieu of flowers, 
donations can be made 
in Faye’s name to the 
Unadilla Fire Department 
and Emergency Squad, 
72 Clifton St., Unadilla, 
NY 13849.

Faye Platt

Floyd E. LaClair
Of Port Crane
Floyd E. LaClair, 89 
of Port Crane passed 
away Thurs. June 20, 
2019.  He was pre-
deceased by his son, 
Christopher.  He is 
survived by his wife of 
64 years, Val LaClair, 
2 children, Alan 
LaClair, Bryan & Amy 
LaClair, 8 grandchil-
dren, Joseph(Emily), 
Michael, 
Benjamin(Stephanie), 
Lisa(Jonathan), Ab-
bey, Tyler(Bridget), 
Corey & Ashlyn, 3 
great grandchildren, 
Emily, Hayleigh, 
& Hayden, brother, 
Gerard LaClair, sister, 
Darlene (Gary) Rhodes 
and also several nieces 
and nephews.  He 
was owner of LaClair 
Construction, member 
of St. Joseph’s Church 
Sanitaria Springs, 65 
year member & Past. 
Pres., Asst. Chief of 
the Sanitaria Springs 
Fire Dept. Floyd was 

responsible for moving 
St. Joseph’s Church in 
Sanitaria Springs to its 
current location and 
moved the Doraville 
Schoolhouse for the 
Town of Colesville, 
along with building 
many homes through-
out the area.
A Funeral Mass will 
be offered on Wed. at 
10 a.m. at St. Joseph’s 
Church, Sanitaria 
Springs.  Burial will 
be in Sanitaria Springs 
Cemetery.  The family 
will receive friends at 
the Osterhoudt-Madden 
Funeral Home 69-71 
Maple Street Harpurs-
ville on Tues. from 4 to 
7 p.m.  Memorial con-
tributions in his mem-
ory may be made to 
Sanitaria Springs Fire 
Dept. 811 NY Rte. 7 
Port Crane, NY 13833 
or St. Joseph’s Church 
Food Pantry 975 NY 
Rte. 11 Kirkwood, NY  
13795.  Online condo-
lences may be made at:   
www.omaddenfh.com.

Floyd E. LaClair
June Mary (Neff) Niles
Of Doraville
June Mary (Neff) 
Niles, 89 of Doraville 
passed away on Sat. 
June 22, 2019 at Nor-
wich Rehabilitation & 
Nursing Center.  She 
was predeceased by her 
husband, Lawrence E. 
Niles & sister, Agnes 
Dyer.  She is survived 
by her daughter & 
son-in-law, Sherrie & 
Olie Schermerhorn,, 
son & daughter-in-
law, Marty & Donna 
Niles, 3 grandchildren, 
Teresa, Todd (Dawn), 
Chadd (Jennifer), 6 
great grandchildren, 
Dante, Jacob, Holly, 
Hayden, Alana & 
Lauren, sister, Lola 
Merritt and also several 
nieces and nephews.  
She was a member of 

the Harpursville United 
Methodist Church & its 
Women’s Group.  
Funeral Services will 
be held at the Oster-
houdt-Madden Funeral 
Home 69-71 Maple 
Street Harpursville on 
Mon. July 1, 2019 at 
11:30 a.m.  Pastor Sue 
Crawson-Brizzolara 
will officiate.  Burial 
will be in Perch Pond 
Cemetery.  The family 
will receive friends at 
the on Mon. from 10 
to 11:30 a.m. prior to 
service.  Online condo-
lences may be made at:    
www.omaddenfh.com.  
A special thanks to 
Linda & Larry Phelps 
for their help and car-
ing.
 

June Mary (Neff) 
Niles
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Opening evening with parade.  

VFW first place float with Veterans. 

Chenango County Dair Princess Paige Warren

The Oakley’s representing the Franklin Doodlebug Club of 
Franklin.

Doug Bame of Bainbridge with Puppy Avenue received 
first place for his entry in the parade.

Youth art displayed at the Fair

Many displays by Greater Afton Area Chamber of Commerce members 
were showcased in the Commercial Building at the 

Afton Fair

FFA Display

The Afton Fair pre-
sented bike give-

aways each day of the 
fair.  First days win-

ners were Amelia age 
5 and Mason 7 years 

old

The Afton Fair 2019
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The United Pres-
byterian Church of 
East Guilford set up 
a Blessing Box al-
most 2 years ago on 
their church property 
north of Sidney, at 
the corner of Route 7 
and County Road 35. 
The Blessing Box, or 
pop-up food pantry, 
contains food and 
supplies that can be 

accessed by anyone 
in need. It cannot re-
place a grocery store, 
food bank, or gov-
ernment assistance, 
but hopefully it can 
be used by individu-
als or families who 
are temporarily short 
on resources. The 
slogan on the door 
reads, “Take what 
you need, Leave what 

you can”. Members 
of the community are 
encouraged to use 
the Blessing Box as 
needed. The com-
munity can also help 
the needy and the 
church to replenish its 
contents by leaving 
non-perishable food, 
toiletries, etc. Many 
thanks!

Blessing Box

Everyday, people 
stop by the Blessing 
Box. Perhaps they 
find themselves 
short on money be-
fore their next pay-
check or source of 
income is due. May-
be they are not sure 
where their next 
meal might come 
from. This mission 
of the United Pres-
byterian Church of 
East Guilford can-

not replace a gro-
cery store or a food 
bank or government 
assistance, but there 
are times when it 
can help to make 
ends meet. If they 
stop by, people may 
find food or house-
hold items left by 
the church, neigh-
bors and friends. It’s 
all about commu-
nity trying to help 
community.

The Blessing Box 
is located in the 
church parking lot, 
about 2 miles north 
of Sidney on Route 
8. If you have not 
visited, please do. 
Take what you need. 
When life is good, 
leave something to 
help someone else. 
Everyone will be 
most grateful!

Community Helping Community

Ranked near the top 
of his class, he thrives 
on the challenges of 
college-level courses. 
He is a member of the 
golf and tennis teams, 
Interact, Honor So-
ciety, Spanish Club, 
and has worked on 
the Watershed Proj-
ect. 
 
Collin has dedicated 
himself to enriching 
the lives of students 
and the community 
around him. His un-
wavering devotion to 
his school and com-
munity exemplifies 
strong moral fiber 
and character. He has 
demonstrated an in-
credible initiative and 
strong dedication dur-
ing his presidency of 
our executive student 
council and SSADD 

clubs. He was an 
integral part of orga-
nizing SSADD’s first 
5K fundraising event, 
acquiring sponsors, 
and ultimately earn-
ing $5,000 to donate 
to cancer research. 
 
Collin has become a 
very mature and re-
sponsible young man 
and has the drive and 
determination of a 
professional. There is 
no doubt that Collin 
will find huge suc-
cess in college and 
beyond!
 
Lori DePauw (as 
written by Collin 
Searles)
 
Over the years of my 
Sidney High experi-
ence, Mrs. DePauw 
has been my teacher, 

mentor, advisor, and 
friend. She has taught 
me what it truly 
means to be a leader. 
 
Not that it’s about the 
scholarships or the 
boasting, but instead 
about the impact you 
can leave on others 
and what you do with 
that impact. 
 
I truly can say that I 
have developed into a 
better person because 
of her advice and her 
devotion to her stu-
dents. 
 
Without the passion 
she has for teaching 
and advising stu-
dents, I would not be 
the leader I am today 
and I thank her for 
everything she has 
done for me.

Sidney CSD Senior and Teacher Recognized

SIDNEY-Chicken 
BBQ will be held on 
Thursday, July 11 
starting at 10:30 am 
til gone at the Am-

phenol Parking lot, 
Union Street, (next to 
SFCU) BBQ halves 
only by Wilson’s of 
Walton.  Sponsored 

by the Rotary Club 
of Sidney to benefit 
Community Service 
Projects. 

Chicken BBQ

Advertise your event or 
business here for 1 month free! 

Check out our Facebook Page,
for more information!

Just search Chendelopost or visit 
our website,

 chendelopost.com
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The Rogers Envi-
ronmental Education 
Center is seeking 
applicants for its Fall 
2019 early-childhood 
education program, 
Nature’s Nursery. 

Hosted by Friends 
of Rogers, Nature’s 
Nursery is a unique 
early childhood 
education program 
designed to cultivate 
outdoor exploration 
among children ages 
2, 3, 4 & 5. 

Throughout the 
academic year, three 
sessions of 10 classes 
each are held at the 
Rogers Visitor Center 
in Sherburne. A class 
for 4- and 5-year-olds 
is held Wednesdays 
from 12 to 2:30 p.m.  
The class for 2- and 
three-year-olds is held 
Fridays from 9:30-

11:30am. 

Young explorers 
experience a variety 
of fun and engaging 
educational activi-
ties. Barring extreme 
weather, classes 
include outdoor 
activities, so children 
should dress for the 
weather.

Nature’s Nursery al-
lows preschoolers the 
opportunity to be-
come comfortable in 
a group setting and to 
explore and appreci-
ate the natural world 
around them. Chil-
dren learn respect 
for others and their 
environment in a fun, 
natural setting. 

Applications are now 
being taken for the 
fall session, which 
runs September 

through December. 
Scholarships are 
available upon re-
quest. 

To apply for a Na-
ture’s Nursery Schol-
arship, or to make a 
gift in support of this 
program, call (607) 
674-4733.

Rogers Center is op-
erated by Friends of 
Rogers Environmen-
tal Education Center, 
Inc., a nonprofit or-
ganization that offers 
educational programs 
for all ages. Seasonal 
hours are from 10 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Wednesday through 
Saturday, and from 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. on 
Sunday.

Rogers Center Invites Applications for 
Fall 2019 Nature’s Nursery

Upcoming issues will contain more local sports, events, articles and much more! 
Please help us make this a great local resource for your community news! 

To submit content, 
email chendelopost@gmail.com or 

visit us at chendelopost.com

Hartwick College 
students talk to their 
former professor on the 
floor of the senate

ALBANY, 06/20/19 
-- State Senator James 
L. Seward (R/C/I/Ref – 
Oneonta) met with two 
of his former students 
on the floor of the New 
York State Senate dur-
ing the last scheduled 
day of the 2019 legis-
lative session.  Theo 
Malone and Joe Nolan 
were both students of 
Senator Seward’s dur-
ing the fall 2017 semes-
ter at Hartwick College.

“Teaching a course at 
my alma mater was 
a great experience 

and to see two of my 
students flourishing 
as staff members with 
my fellow senators is 
extremely gratifying,” 
said Senator Seward.  
“It was on the Hartwick 
College campus where 
my love for politics and 
public service blos-
somed, and I hope I 
succeeded in inspiring 
a similar interest in our 
next generation of lead-
ers like Theo and Joe.” 

Senator Seward served 
as an adjunct professor 
of political science dur-
ing the fall 2017 semes-
ter.  Seward developed 
and taught “New York 
State Politics and 
Policy” examining the 

policy-making process 
and politics of New 
York State government. 

Theo Malone of 
Oneonta served as a 
legislative session in-
tern with Senator Rob-
ert Antonacci.  Malone 
will return to Hartwick 
College this fall for his 
senior year where he 
is majoring in Political 
Science and Economics
Joe Nolan of West 
Oneonta served as 
a legislative session 
intern with Senator 
Jen Metzger.  Nolan 
graduated from Hart-
wick College in May 
2019 with a bachelor’s 
degree in Political Sci-
ence.

SEWARD STUDENTS WRAP UP
 LEGISLATIVE INTERNSHIPS

Senator James L. Seward talks with his former Hartwick College students 
on the floor of the New York State Senate during the final scheduled day of 
the 2019 legislative session.  From left, Theo Malone, Senator Seward, Joe 

Nolan. 
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Unadilla Drive In
Greene ameriCan leGion 

news
Playing this Friday-
Sunday, June 28-30, 
is a special treat! Toy 
Story 4 will be fol-
lowed by Avengers 
Endgame (Extended 
Cut). So if you never 
had a chance to see 
the biggest movie of 
all time, or you’re a 

Marvel fan in search 
for some additional 
content, come join 
use this weekend for 
an exclusive look. 
Tickets are $8 for 
adults, $5 for chil-
dren, and $6 for 
senior citizens. Gates 
open at 7 and the first 

film begins at dusk. 
We remind you to be 
courteous to others, 
so please pick up your 
garbage and avoid 
smoking around 
children. Thank you 
for your continued 
support!

The July Post Meet-
ing is Monday July 7 
at 7PM. at 7S Canal 
St. All are welcomed. 
Remember service to 
country should not stop 
when we get our DD 
214’s. America needs 
you.  Weekly our Post 
is in the background 
doing things supportive

of veterans and their 
families.  Our Post has 
been having Honor 
Guards at the funer-
als of Vets who die in 
Greene. We are active 
supporting youth and 
patriotism let alone 
helping vets here and at 
the Oxford Vet’s home. 
I do want to call special 
attention to Command-
er Bourque, Treasurer 
John Girton,  Adju-
tant Mark Sweat, and  
Veteran Greg Cobb. 
These are the folks that 
know and spearhead 
our work. Addition-
ally we network with 
other patriotic groups 
in the area.  One of 
the groups, STVSG, 
supports needy vets 
and spouses to the tune 
of around $13,000 in 
one month. This past 
month they helped 
Vets, an Active Duty 
Guardsperson, a Vet 
widow with such things 
as rent, a car breaking 
down, roof repair, sep-
tic system, a bicycle for 
transportation, utility 
payment, grocery help, 
security deposit, flood-
ing help, etc. STVSG 
covers 9 counties in-
cluding Chenango and 
Broome.   STVSG’s 
biggest fundraiser  is 
the music Concert at 
Tioga Down which this 
year will feature Lee 
Greenwood on Aug 8. 
Our Post in Greene will 
be having a fundraiser 

at the Greene Craft Day 
on July 27. Please look 
for us. We will be sell-
ing patriotic items such 
as flags, grave markers, 
military mugs etc.

If you have ques-
tions about flags on 
gravesites that were 
missed please call our 
phone number. Twin 
Tiers Honor Flight has 
new leadership and will 
be having a honor 2 
day bus flight in Sept. 
There will not be  a  
plane flight in October 
due to time and cost. 
The flights are free to 
the vets going. Please 
let us know of any 
deaths of veterans. Our 
official Meeting place 
is at 7 S Canal St.

If you have a ques-
tion about the Post, 
donations, activities, 
and or want to buy 
items(Flags-grave 
markers, branch 
cups,etc). Please, please 
call us at 607-431-8286 
or drop a note at our 
PO Box 149 Greene, 
NY 13778. All official 
business should go 
to our mail box. Also 
please put tattered 
flags in the lectern we 
have on the S Canal St 
entrance to the Greene 
library. Please check 
the  STVSG.org web 
page and our Greene 
Legion web page for 
veteran activities in 
the area. If you have 
a veteran, widow, or 
active duty military 
member(Guard-Re-
serve-Active) in need 
of help, please call 
any of the following 
groups: Veterans Crisis 
Line 1-800-273-8255, 
Binghamton Vet Center 
772-2393, VA Out-
reach Center 772-9100, 

County Outreach Offi-
cer 724-1299, Southern 
Tier Veterans Support 
Group 205-8332, Post 
Chaplain or other ques-
tions J Koopman. A 
whole additional list 
of support services are 
available in a pamphlet 
put out by the Southern 
Tier American Red 
Cross. Copies are at 
the Greene Library.  If 
a vet or their family 
needs quick help please 
contact STVSG. The 
Broome County Veter-
ans Office puts out an 
exceptional Quarterly 
Veterans Newsletter.

Day in and day out I 
run into service people 
who served and have 
life long injuries etc. 
Many dying the com-
plicated slow deaths 
from Agent Orange etc 
. Vets continue to share 
with me how they were 
spit upon etc when they 
returned from Nam. I 
also am reading of the 
sacrifices everyday 
Americans made in 
WW 2 to stop fascism 
and all kinds of bigotry. 
I then read about that 
NY City Congress-
woman AOC who 
compares the holding 
facilities at the borders 
to concentration camps. 
I wonder who taught 
her history. I wish she 
could have seen as 
our relatives did what 
was done to people 
in real concentration 
camps. When I get 
very discouraged I see 
some rays of light as a 
younger family of mine 
is running for Congress 
on a campaign of Faith, 
Family and Freedom. 
May God continue to 
bless our Vets, hard-
working people, and 
America.

This week’s Hero of Greene is Edward 
Clark. He was born in 1916 in Greene.
He entered the US Army in 1942. He 
got his training at Ft Meade, and AP 
Hill in VA. He did basic manuevers 

in North and South Carolina. He then 
went to Scotland and then Oran , Africa 

before joining up with forces in  Na-
ples, and Southern France. He received 

Battle stars for his service in Italy, 
France and the Rhineland. He rose to 
the rank of Corporal Technician and 

was Honorably Discharged in Oct 1945. 
Greene and America are grateful to Ed-
ward and his family for their dedication 

to America’s freedom.
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lookinG baCk

Looking Back to June 21st, 1973 
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Puzzle PaGe

View last week answers or 
to print this page,

visit  
chendelopost.com/puzzlepage

Want to see something 
different here? 

Email us at 
chendelopost@gmail.com

Sudoku
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Chapter 4 – Ultralites 
and Geysers

Later, in bed, as Martie 
slept the sleep of the ut-
terly spent, Noah turned 
over, throwing off covers 
already too hot again. In 
spite of Nate’s amused 
dismissal, he was not 
quite easy in his mind 
about this larger-than-
elephant creature. His 
conscience reproached 
him for not having ever 
followed it, even though 
he’d had other things on 
his mind and other duties 
to see to. Between that 
and the always uncertain 
state of the City, he still 
wished they didn’t have 
to make that trip. This, 
despite the fact that he 
had some private reasons 
for wanting to visit the 
City again, after so long.  
Yes, and it had been 
way too long since he’d 
. . .but he shut down that 
thought.
Just not right now, he told 
himself. Not now.
He lay awake, staring 
out the window at the 
glowing stars.  Tishirga, 
the chieftain of stars 
and his personal favor-
ite, twinkled colorfully, 
now shooting a spear 
of blue, now a shard of 
carmine red. The effect 
was heightened by the 
dark branches of the trees 
outside, between whose 
leaves the light shone like 
a torch. Just watching 
that scintillating jewel 
and waiting for its next 
shaft of brilliance, Noah 
often found his worries 
soothed, but tonight he 
was not comforted. Be-
ing, by nature, the least 
political of men, he was 
nevertheless aware that 
all was distinctly not well 
in the Commonwealth, 

and particularly in his na-
tive Republic. Not that he 
hadn’t tried to do his 

bit in the past, gotten 
involved (sometimes 
rather recklessly), and 
even once tried to take a 
hand in one of the pivotal 
events of history…
And made at least one 
massive mistake, he 
reminded himself.
In all these activities, not 
just that particular disas-
ter, he had gotten precise-
ly nowhere, possibly just 
because he had not the 
gift for politics. He had 
long ago withdrawn from 
all that and he was pes-
simistic in the extreme 
about the long-term pros-
pects for the nation, but 
he figured that whatever 
hell broke loose would 
confine itself to urban 
areas mainly. He and his 
little family, co-workers 
and neighbors, along 
with the park flora and 
fauna, would, he hoped, 
be barely affected. They 
had gardens of their own 
and, in a pinch, could do 
without the supplies they 
purchased in the City. To 
Noah’s mind, his current 
work was more important 
than the silliness and 
tragedy that passed for 
life in the ‘real world’.
Not that he did nothing 
to push against the trends 
of the day. He just didn’t 
think much he did do was 
likely to be effective.
Still wakeful, he pad-
ded softly down the hall 
to the front porch and, 
settling into a rocker, 
switched on the Compan-
ion. He swiftly accessed 
a small ‘podium’ space in 
the Hall of Communion. 
There, he had a regular 
group of perhaps 25 or 30 
listees.  He was too ‘con-
troversial’ (on matters he 
stubbornly thought large-
ly self-evident) to attract 
more than the occasional 
oddball, or a seeker look-
ing for something off the 
beaten track, but when 

he felt the need to “sound 
off” he posted neverthe-
less. Or, when he was too 
restless for that, he would 
clean out his response 

column.
It seemed to Noah merely 
obvious, and he vehe-
mently expressed his 
opinions: that babies and 
small children, especially 
today, with fewer and 
fewer born, and most es-
pecially after what he and 
Martie had been through, 
ought to be a protected 
species, whether born 
or unborn; that children 
were made for childhood, 
not to function as min-
iature adults, nor be dis-
carded as defective if not 
living up to expectations. 
He was also so old-fash-
ioned (or benighted) as 
to think that nature had 
fitted man for woman 
and woman for man and, 
further, that marriage had 
evolved for the mutual 
benefit of both, and as a 
common-sense provision 
for those children.
Meanwhile, very few, 
if any, in the current 
generation bothered to 
be so antiquely quaint 
as Noah and Martie, 
who had gotten married 
before either shared the 
other’s bed.  Meanwhile, 
Noah thought, and said in 
his “pode”, that it should 
have been clear to anyone 
by now that something 
deep-seated and perni-
cious was driving people 
who could never be con-
tent with what was given 
them, but kept demand-
ing that the world around 
them, even their ‘loved 
ones’, change to meet 
their “needs”. On the 
street, he’d known many 
people with “anything 
goes” lifestyles (of which 
there seemed to be more 
varieties every day) and 
he had known them long 
enough to see that there 

was something wrong 
beyond the outward 
“cause” of repression, or 
oppression, or whatever 
else folks chose to blame. 
Life was constantly fall-
ing apart for them, and 
the ways they responded 
only seemed to make 
things worse. They went 
from pretty OK (and who 
could, in this world, ask 
for more?) to ragged and 
destitute, or drugged up 
and desperate, in a matter 
of years, sometimes even 
less than a decade. Of 
course, there were the ob-
vious, mostly rich, excep-
tions, but they were not 
the people Noah knew.
Noah couldn’t put his fin-
ger on exactly why, but it 
seemed than no one was 
as unlucky, as betrayed, 
or as put upon, as such 
people were. Not that he 
cared what they did, that 
was their business. What 
he cared about was how 
they kept picking away 
at the world, pushing and 
nudging and demand-
ing, because last week’s 
triumph had not satis-
fied. The latest legisla-
tion being agitated about 
insisted that the avail-
able children from now 
on, should be divided 
equally among all the 
genders and minorities, 
to be reared in a variety 
of milieux, the rationale 
being that this would fi-
nally eliminate underdog 
status for any one group. 
(Not that Noah was par-
ticularly concerned about 
that possibility when it 
came to Tyler and Cam. 
For one thing, no one 
knew when Parliament 
was likely to reconvene 
and, anyway, as remote 
as the park was, he didn’t 
think anyone would come 
looking for them.)
At first, not entirely to 
his surprise, such con-
cepts as Noah espoused 
were novel (and automati-
cally suspect) ideas to 
most of the current young 
folk. However, the New 
Gens had never known 

the world as Noah, with 
his advantage in years, 
had known it. Thus, they 
had no idea that many 
of the social ills they 
complained about, as 
the young always will, 
could be traced back to 
earlier generations hav-
ing ignored what, to him, 
were simple and obvious 
realities. Noah, who had 
watched it all happen, 
knew, or, at least thought 
he knew, where things 
had gone wrong. Thus, he 
occasionally sounded off 
about ‘social issues’. His 
strictly political opinions 
he carefully kept to him-
self. It was probably an 
unnecessary precaution, 
but it was always possible 
that someone who knew 
his background might 
recognize and trace him 
on the basis of some ill-
judged remark.

Mind you, knowing 
what was wrong by itself 
didn’t do much good, but 
he did what he could. 
Usually, as now, in the 
middle of the night, when 
the rest of the compound 
was sleeping, he would 
wander into the liv-
ing room to type on his 
compu-plate or, if he felt 
lazy, to dictate his latest 
observations to the Com-
panion, then read and 
listen to whatever com-
ments had posted since 
the previous installment. 
He could have, of course, 
gone to full videon 
productions, but who had 
the time for that? Any-
way, he had some strong 
reasons for preferring to 
be heard and not seen, 
(or seen only in print, for 
even his voice could be 
traced, he knew).
He reviewed his response 
list mentally now and 
‘vanished’ several before 
even considering them.  
Every now and again 
someone wandered into 
his realm and posted a 
comment accusing him 
of being a ‘religious 
maniac’, often in extrava-

gantly offensive terms. 
He spotted one now, with 
the give-away tag, “Get 
Your Bigoted Religion 
out of my Bed.”  Noah 
snorted derisively, both 
at how far from the truth 
about himself the com-
menter was, and at the 
fact that, as far as he 
could see, those things 
he chose to post on were 
not essentially matters of 
religion at all, but state-
ments of observable fact.
Then he vanished that 
response.
He noted the compu-
name (or ‘pune’) of 
Upender further down 
the list, highlighting and 
saving that post for later 
consideration. Upender 
was less vitriolic than 
some, if more sarcastic, 
but he was hardly bed-
time fare. Noah looked 
forward to hearing his 
posts (they were never 
videon, or written, but al-
ways audio only) because 
they were often fun, in a 
characteristically sardon-
ic way, and occasionally 
quite insightful. Not that 
the two of them would 
ever agree on much 
of anything, but they 
challenged one another, 
(well, at least Upender 
challenged him, in ways 
Noah found stimulating. 
He wasn’t sure anything 
he himself said had any 
effect on Upender, who 
had a contrary streak 
wide enough to cover the 
continent.)

The next install-
ment will appear 
next week. If you 
can’t wait, this story 
is available for free 
on Kindle Unlimited 
or for only $2.99 on 
Kindle. (Reviews are 
very welcome, if you 
want to leave one 
after finishing the 
book.)

This is the eleventh excerpt from the book, Story, Story, The Tale of the Eighth Herald, 
Book 1. In the 10th installment last week, Noah Peterson, park ranger, had just recently 

been handed a newborn baby by an apparent madman reciting “Story, story, tall tale, 
lie…” usually used before a tale is told, who then faded into the woods. Noah took the 

baby home to his childless wife. Falling asleep he dreams of a boy meeting a tramp and 
a dog named Prince. Then his dream segues into something creepier, babies in jars… 
and a guy named Brad, head of a biotech firm, who  gets a visit from his own mysteri-
ous stranger, Nick, who is prepared to make him a deal, which involves allowing him 
to add the ‘unifying principle’ which he mockingly calls a ‘soul’ to his experimental 

embryos for designer child. In return, Nick demands that Brad change his product line 
and produce adult men, for the dissatisfied women of the world. “No one,” he says. 

“wants a child anymore… By the way, you’ll need a name for your new model. Suave, 
debonair, easy to spell… Make it Nevil.” Noah wakes to his wife and new child in bed 
with him. Over the sleeping baby, Martie tells him, joyfully, and laughingly, that she is 

pregnant. 
Chapter 3 opens with a discussion over what Cameron the elephant thinks of baby 

Cameron,  thanks to Noah’s education in Animal Communication, which he has passed 
on to Martie, a self-educated vet, who finds it useful in her work at the ranger station. 

A letter arrives passed on by their boss, Nate, who, seeing the name of the sender, 
jokes that Noah must have a ‘baby project’ in every city. He turns out to be right in a 
less twisted sense. The writer is actually Noah’s sister, Jessie, who is pregnant, too, 

and her husband doesn’t want the baby. Arrangements are made for her to come to the 
station, give birth and leave the child with the Peterson’s, to be raised as their son… so 
from being barren, Martie at first finds herself happily surveying the prospect of three 
children. But then she miscarries, for the third time. Noah buries the child, picking a 

special stone as a marker, just as he had done with the first two. 
Jessie does arrive and leaves after giving birth, saying she’d had no ideas babies were 
so much work. Noah misses his sister, but Martie is just as happy to see her go. She 
didn’t really pull her share of the weight. With two babies to care for, Martie throws 
herself into their care, smothering any grief she might have felt for her lost son, one 
of three perfectly formed babies, lost in the third trimester each time. Noah finds 

himself shut out and grouchy. For the first time, he feels some sympathy for his stern 
fundamentalist-type father who had coped with 12 children in the house at one time. 

He remembers himself as a child, cheating at chores and how he had resented his 
father’s discipline. Then he shuts down the thought and heads to the forest to rebuild 

an observation deck, going by tangawood bike, which is a kind of hovering motorcycle. 
There for the second time, he hears in the distance the sound of the passage of some 
enormous beast. This, he would have reported immediately to his superior if he had 

not been repeatedly distracted by other things. Nate tells him that they must go to the 
City for a meeting. Noah is reluctant to go, but must, because he is the expert on the 

species preservation project.
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sPorts

Five Mile Point 

To submit student’s work, content or 
articles, email

 chendelopost@gmail.com 
or visit us at 

chendelopost.com

Soy Candles made in Otego, NY. Contact ots-
dawacreekcandles@yahoo.com or (607) 988-

4026 and on Facebook. Will make
 special orders for bridal and wedding favors!

FIVE MILE POINT 
SPEEDWAY TO 
OPEN UP TIRE 
RULE FOR 600cc 
MOD DIVISION.

Kirkwood, NY… As 
2019 speeds into the 
second half of the 
season, speedway 
officials have made 
an adjustment to open 
up the tire rule in 
the 600cc Modified 
division. From the 
start of the season, 
the Five Mile Point 
Speedway has been 
committed to the 
XCEL rules including 
the tire compounds 
that are allowed to run 
on a weekly basis. In 
the previous several 
weeks, the Hoosier 
tires that are manda-
tory for the class have 
not been available to 
our drivers throughout 

the week or during our 
racing night. XCEL 
officials have failed to 
supply any tires that 
our drivers have need-
ed for several weeks 
leaving the speedway 
with no choice but to 
open up the tire rules 
for the class. 

Any team that still has 
the Hoosier tires that 
we have ran all season 
will still be able to 
compete on a weekly 
basis. American Racer 
tires will also be legal 
for the remainder 
of the season. The 
tire rules have been 
opened up allowing ei-
ther brand to compete 
with the only stipula-
tion being teams must 
run one brand on all 
four corners. The 
speedway understands 
everyone’s frustra-

tion and we have been 
working all year to be 
able to accommodate 
teams. Co Promoter 
Tyler Harpell stated 
“ We have stuck with 
the XCEL rules all 
season, however with 
a lack of tire availabil-
ity we feel it is in the 
best interest of every-
one to open up the tire 
rules” 

The Five Mile Point 
Speedway is off this 
Saturday the 29th for 
High School gradu-
ation. Racing will 
return on the 6th with 
a full show including 
Sunoco Modifieds, 
Insinger Performance 
Sportsman, Factory 
Stocks, Belgray Oil 
4 Cylinders, Jr Xcel, 
along with the wing-
less sprints.

6-22-19 Results:
INSINGER PERFOR-
MANCE SPORTS-
MAN: Randy Fox, 
Tighe Sherlock, Corey 
Cormier, Todd Titus, 
Mike Nagel Jr, Tom 
Hampton, Brandon 
Fritsch, Randy Bro-
kaw, Blaine Klinger, 
Mike Mondak, Gene 
Beadle, Jeremy Wil-
liams, Joel Smith, 
Brian Franko, Zach 
Murray, Tim Howell, 
Tyler Peet, Matt Cole, 
Punkie Marsh, Devon 
Zona, DNS: Phil Clap-
per, Billy Bridges

XCEL 600’s: Adam 
Mudge, Eli Akshar, 
Dominic Amato, 

Samantha Brown, 
Sharon Stiles

BELGRAY OIL 4 
CYLINDER NOV-
ICE: Billy Colwell, 
Bethany Bertram, 
Ashley Slater, Harley 
Burgess, Jason Col-
well Jr, Owen Clark, 
Austin Slater, Mike 
Stark, Anthony Zechi-
no, John Maynard, 
DQ: Walter Decker

BELGRAY OIL 4 
CYLINDER EX-
PERTS: Nick Ken-
nedy, Jeremy Warren, 
Steve Lunn, Caleb 
Lacey, Andy Bolles, 
Mike Ferris, Josh 
Wilder, Brian Salmini, 

Dave Simms, Josh 
Amattuceo, Randy 
Lane, Mat Mather, 
Dave Bainbridge, 
Kevon Whitman

FACTORY STOCKS: 
Andy Brigham, Buck 
Mills Jr, Charlie 
Gilbert, Justin Slezak, 
Adam Gilbert, Alan 
Komar, Josh Du-
mas, Lucas Mills, 
Buck Mills Sr, Shel-
don Whitman, Matt 
Millard, DNS: Josh 
Towner, Jerrod Hislop, 
DQ: Ray Lindquist

Jr XCEL: Avery 
Decker
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Gilbertsville News

Gilbertsville mayor 
Mark Muller has is-
sued a proclamation 
that the village will 
observe the 100th 
anniversary of the 
American Legion 
following the annual 
parade 4th of July 
parade. The parade 
will form in front of 

the former school at 
9am and continue 
through the village. 
Immediately follow-
ing the parade Gil-
bertsville American 
Legion Post 1339 
will be honored 
during a brief pro-
gram in front of the 
village monument. 

Light refreshments 
will be served. All 
area veterans are 
invited to be part of 
the formation. To 
participate in the 
parade or  informa-
tion call Anne @ 
783-2232.

Sidney, NY – Dick 
Germond, President, 
Sidney Veterans 
Memorial Park As-
sociation (SVMPA), 
recently announced 
implementation of the 
Out & About Briefing 
Program to promote 
the beautiful and 
regionally focused, 
Sidney Veterans 
Memorial Park, to 
both veteran support 
and other community 
organizations in the 
Southern Tier and 
Leatherneck Region.  

The park, first dedi-
cated Memorial Day 
Weekend 2016 with 
nearly 2,000 attend-
ing, has fast become 
acclaimed as a “jewel 
and must see” at-
traction here in this 
part of NYS and 
the Northeast.  In 
words, pictures, and 
short video, the 20-
25 minute program 
reviews the genesis of 
the park, its’ unique 
mission, and various 
elements that shine 
a light on both mili-
tary and non-military 
veterans - most espe-
cially on ‘how’ indi-

vidual veterans actu-
ally served the nation.  
Also, how veterans, 
or their families, may 
apply for veteran 
recognition in the 
park with an individ-
ual engraved granite 
nameplate or plaque 
will be discussed.  

The SVMPA also 
hosts an impressive 
family oriented patri-
otic Annual Induction 
Ceremony on the Sat-
urday of each Memo-
rial Day Weekend.  
At the ceremony each 
veteran who has been 
honored by having a 
nameplate or plaque 
installed during the 
past year is recog-

nized by name, rank 
and service.   The 
5th Annual Induc-
tion Ceremony will 
be held on Saturday, 
May 23rd, 2020.   See 
the SVMPA website 
for additional infor-
mation and updates 
at: www.SidneyVet-
eransMemorialPark.
org.

To schedule the Out 
& About Briefing at a 
meeting of your orga-
nization, please con-
tact Dick Germond, 
SVMPA President, 
at (607) 643-8318; or, 
send e-mail to: fmf-
chief@gmail.com.

Regional Vet’s Park Initiates 
Promotion Program

Event:  Sidney Breathing Better Group
When:  Wednesday June 20 at 11:00AM

Where:  Smart Room Sidney Library
Who:     Anna Ritchey

What:   Harmonicas for Health demonstration

Part 2 following Anna
Event:  Same

Who:  Tracy Chawgo, Director of Operations, 
Sidney Emergency Medical Services

What:  SEMS Power Point presentation

UNADILLA-The 
annual meeting of the 
Community Founda-
tion of Unadilla was 
held on June 19 at the 
Unadilla Fire Station. 

The funding requests 
from the Founda-
tion were reviewed 
by members present.   
Forty Two organiza-
tions were awarded a 
total of $131,034.00  
were awared from 
unrestricted funds.  
The annual grants for 
the Virginia Her-
man restricted funds  
will be awarded to a 
Unatego  Art Student, 
the Delaware Valley 
Humane Society, the  
Unadilla Emergency 
Squad and the  Un-

adilla Public Library 
totaling  $7,000.00.  
Other restricted 
memorials, etc. will 
amount to approx. 
$23,950.

Directors elected for 
3 year terms were 
Fran Phelps, Cyn-
thia Ackerley, Linda 
Bickos, Jakkie Bickos 
and Dwight Mott.

A report by the 
Community Bank 
Investment Manag-
ers was presented 
by John Jones and 
Adam Niebanck, CFP 
presented an over-
view of the 2018-2019 
investments and their 
progress. 

New business in-
cluded discussion of  
creating a new mem-
bership application 
for the foundation, 
review of by-laws and 
creating an online 
presence to include 
grant application for 
the coming year.   For 
information on be-
coming a member 
(one time fee) email 
cfunadilla@gmail.
com.

Officers serving 
the Foundation are 
President, Greg Relic, 
Vice President, Craig 
VancCott, Secretary, 
Eric Carman and 
Treasurer, Kellie 
Renwick.

Unadilla News

UNADILLA-A 
Strawberry social 
will be held on 
Thursday, July 11 
from 6:30 to 8 pm 
during the Free Sum-
mer Concert Series 

held on the Unadilla 
Community House 
lawn.  Strawberries, 
biscuits and ice cream 
will be available by 
the Unadilla Chamber 
of Commerce.  Music 

by Country Express 
Band.  Bring a lawn 
chair and enjoy the 
first of the Unadilla 
Summer concert se-
ries on Thursdays. 

Upcoming issues will contain more local sports, events, articles and much more! 
Please help us make this a great local resource for your community news! 

To submit content, email chendelopost@gmail.com or 
visit us at chendelopost.com
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 The Afton Free Li-
brary presents “A 
Universe of Stories” 
during their summer 
library program which 
runs July 11th through 
August 1st from 1-3pm. 
Special guests will be a 
Juggler and Unicyclist 
on July 11th, Professor 
Klutzo’s “Moon Mag-
ic” July 18th, Magic by 
Michael July 25th, and 
make your own rocket 
with the Kopernick 
Observatory & Science 
Center on August 1st. 
     Children earn re-
wards by keeping track 
of their reading in read-
ing logs. Top readers in 
each age group win a 
special prize.
     Registration for “A 
Universe of Stories” be-

gins on Thursday, July 
11 at 12:30 PM.
     Enjoy a special 
show at 1:00pm with 
Juggler & Unicyclist 
Will Stafford. He will 
be doing some amaz-
ing tricks and giving 
some juggling tips. 
This show promises to 
be fun for the entire 
family! After the show 
pick out books, make a 
craft and enjoy our new 
Maker Space.
     All programs are 
free of charge. For 
more information, 
please call us at 639-
1212 or visit us on 
facebook. The Afton 
Free Library is located 
at 105A Main Street.

Afton Free LibraryCongratulations to Greene’s top seniors! 
Left to right: 

Mallory Fowler, Superintendent’s Award recipient
Claire Moxley, Salutatorian

Alyssa Acunto, Valedictorian

ALL ALUMNI WEEKEND 
JULY 19-21, 2019 

Friday, July 19 

Golf Tournament-7:30, preregistration SGC 

Sponsored by  

Ice Breaker-American Legion, 8-12, $5 cover charge 

Featuring the band ‘Roundhouse Rockers’ 

Sponsored by 

Saturday, July 20 

Breakfast-High School, $10 

Sponsored by 

Alumni Soccer Game-9:30, Alumni Field 

March of Classes-11:15 lineup, Alumni Field 

Float down the Susquehanna-1pm, Main Street Bridge 

Preregistration required 

Corn Hole Tournament-1pm registration, Awestruck Cider 

Social-8-12, Elks Lodge, $2 cover charge, DJ 

Sponsored by  

Sunday, July 21 

Memorial Service-10am, Sidney Veterans Memorial Park 

Sponsored by  

Alumni Reception & WOF Induction-11am, Elks Lodge 

$10 charge, Sponsored by The Sheldon & DeTemple Families 

 Questions call 607-967-8480. 
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FROM GREENE TO 
SOUTHOLD
By Tina Utter
 
A place that holds spe-
cial meaning to me is 
the old Horton home-
stead near Greene, 
N.Y. It is a ramshackle 
unpainted house now 
but must have been 
beautiful in its day. 
There are very few 
things left inside but 
the blue cupboards in 
the kitchen and yellow 
woodwork and doors 
in the parlor are vivid 
in decay. Ancient yel-
lowed newspapers line 
the top of the stairway 
leading into the dark 
cellar.
 
An old cook stove and 
a fancy pot bellied 
wood stove remain as 
reminders of a bygone 
time. A pair of barn 
boots lie strewn on the 
floor just beyond the 
threshold. Upstairs, a 
dark green door is half 
ajar and two chairs 
sit in silent repose. A 
battered red couch, its 
springs exposed, wait 
for the visitors who 
seldom come.
 
If the walls could 
talk what would they 
reveal? Whispers and 
murmurings of a long 
ago dance in the front 
room, children giggling 
over a game, grandma 
sick with fever dying in 
an upstairs bedroom, or 
the day to day conver-
sations over countless 
meals. Talk of crops, 
weather, birthings, the 
neighbors, animals – a 
farmer and farm wife’s 
life. The rooms once 
filled with bustling ac-
tivity now are motion-
less and quiet.  Silent 
and empty, all you can 
hear is the wind whis-
tling through the walls.
 
Outside, the siding is 
almost gone,  blown 
away by the fierce 
winds and revealing 
the early ribbon lathe 
and plaster under-
neath. The sunlight 
falls through the slats 
spilling across the floor 
and revealing a pat-
tern of light and dark. 
The outhouse is slowly 
crumbling and the barn 
out back has already 
given way to the rav-
ages of time. The house 
holds on… but for how 
long? Her foundation 
is severely undermined 
and one day will fall in 
a heap, to be thought of 
no more.
 
Within sight of the 
house sits a tiny cem-

etery, the stones mute 
witness to the rigors of 
life and the demise of 
the farm. A huge maple 
stands as if guarding 
the burial ground. I 
see Reuben Horton 
1765 -1845 and his two 
wives Charlotte and 
Deliverance. Small 
graves of children, 
primitive stones, and 
a Coffin Man Group 
stone broken and 
forgotten, its folk art 
carving appreciated by 
only a few.
 
When I first came to 
this place several years 
ago it was by accident. 
I had been doing an ep-
itaph book in 2004 and 
was searching for new 
epitaphs. I had stopped 
in at a friend’s house 
on the Smithville Road. 
Ellen Quarella told me 
how to get to two old 
cemeteries which was 
just what I was looking 
for. She and I got in the 
car and drove a short 
distance away and up 
an old road. There 
stood a house with one 
cemetery behind it and 
across the road another. 
As we were talking she 
said “I know someone 
you have to meet. I will 
cut cross lots home 
and call her.”  Now I 
appreciated the offer 
but had more cemeter-
ies to visit that day and 
really wanted to see 
a pet cemetery near 
Binghamton. But I said 
that’s good, and in no 
time at all I was talking 
to the Greene Historian 
Peg Ross.
 
While conversing by 
the house she revealed 
her grandmother was 
a Horton and I said 
mine was too! Then 
in talking further we 
discovered we both 
had ancestors on Long 
Island. The Hortons 
were among the first 
settlers to Southold in 
the 1600’s. We agreed 
we were not related to 
this particular Hor-
ton in Greene, but 
later learned we in 
fact were. Peg and I 
made plans to go to 
Long Island. She had 
never been there and 
I grew up visiting my 
grandparents out on 
the North Fork. I was 
familiar with what is 
called The Old House 
which was built in the 
late 1600’s and sits on 
the lawn of the village 
green in Cutchogue. 
Previously owned by 
a Benjamin Horton 
it is one of the oldest 
houses in New York 
State.

 As fate would have it, 
from our chance meet-
ing we discovered we 
were both descended 
from Barnabus Horton 
and were in fact 6th 
cousins once removed! 
We had a great time 
on Long Island visiting 
old cemeteries where 
the Hortons were 
buried and the Horton 
Point Lighthouse which 
was commissioned by 
George Washington. 
Barnabus’ grave is 
called a “false crypt” 
because it is elevated 
as if the body is above 
ground but it is not. 
The stone is slate with 
inscription around the 
edges and his young-
est son Jonathan is 
buried at his feet. 
History tells us he is 
buried a “stones throw” 
from where he lived, a 
house in the family for 
over 200 years before 
its eventual demoli-
tion. Barnabus was a 
baker. In those times 
folks would buy bread 
instead of baking it 
themselves.
 
But there is more to 
this story. Peg had in 
her possession a cane 
or walking stick that 
had been handed down 
for generations. It had 
belonged to Barnabus’ 
father so was over 400 
years old. It was talked 
about in many family 
and genealogy publica-
tions and was always 
to be passed down in 
the Horton family. We 
went to see it and it 
was so special to touch 
something so old with 
such a personal history. 
As Peg tells it “it is 
made out of a yew tree 
and has etched on it 
the date of 1617 which 
is almost illegible and 
the initials JH which 
means it probably 
belonged to Barnabus’ 
father Joshua Horton.” 
Peg’s grandmother had 
it in her will that it 
could go to a museum 
on Long Island.
 
Peg indicated a de-
sire to donate it to 
the Old House which 
was previously owned 
by where it would be 
appreciated by many 
instead of in her closet 
at home. So many 
years later that became 
a reality at the urg-
ing of Peg’s daughter 
Valerie. We converged 
on the Old House in 
April of 2019 and met 
with Zach Studenroth 
the Executive Director 
of the Cutchogue-New 
Suffolk Historical 
Council. I had met him 

previously at an AGS 
Conference in Mon-
mouth, NJ. He gave us 
an engaging, interest-
ing tour and  dispelled 
some myths such as the 
age of the house. He 
believes it to have been 
built circa 1699 and not 
1649 as is recorded in 
many records. How-
ever you look at it this 
structure is OLD! This 
house is distinguished 
by its post and beam 
construction includ-
ing diamond shaped 
leaded glass windows, 
a fluted chimney, nar-
row staircases, and 
huge cooking fireplace. 
The stairs going to the 
attic were single and 
then branched off. It 
was used as a barn 
long ago and  as such 
was preserved through 
neglect.
 
One fascinating story 
had to do with 3 stick 
or twig figures being 
found in the walls. 
We have to remem-
ber these people were 
Puritans and as such 
felt chosen by God. 
They had come here to 
this colony for religious 
freedom They were 
aware of the devil and 
attributed any hard-
ships to him. He was 
feared. Some of the 
ways they protected 
themselves were to 
hide shoes in the 
structure, put a dried 
cat within the walls, or 
the use of “poppets,” 
which were the stick 
figures. Poppets could 
be used to banish harm 
and also to cast a spell. 
Sometimes a bottle 
with personal items 
would be buried up-
side down at the door 
threshold or herbs hung 
in the doorway to ward 
off evil spirits. It was 
believed that witches 
could gain entry to the 
house via the chimney 
so hatch or burn marks 
would be made on the 
mantel to discourage 
them.
 
Because of our exclu-
sive behind the scenes 
tour with Zach we 
learned many things 
that we did not know. 
We appreciated him 
taking the time to 
show us around. The 
Old House is a special 
place, one which I have 
visited many times 
over the years and will 
be an appropriate place 
for a treasured family 
heirloom.

Cemetery lovers
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Legislation clears way 
for school to receive up 
to $500,000 this year in 
advanced aid

ALBANY, 06/25/19 
– State Senator James 
L. Seward (R/C/I/
Ref-Oneonta) and 
Assemblyman Brian 
Miller (R/C/I/Ref – 
New Hartford) today 
announced legislation 
they sponsored to aid 
the Schenevus Central 
School District has 
been signed into law.  
The bill (S.4957/A.7499) 
authorizes advanced 
state aid payments and 
establishes a long-term 
plan to stabilize the 
school district’s fi-
nances.

Senator Seward said, 
“This legislation is 
good news for Schen-
evus students and 
taxpayers alike.  By 
stabilizing the district’s 
finances in the short 
term, school officials 
can now plan for a 
sound future.  Su-
perintendent Theresa 
Carlin and the current 
board of education at 
Schenevus are intent 
on instituting a com-
prehensive approach to 
address the district’s fi-
nancial difficulties and 
I am pleased to partner 
with them to meet their 
needs.”  

Assemblyman Miller 
said, “The passage of 
this kind of legislation 
is what I was elected 
to do – help our local 
communities. I am so 
proud to have worked 

with Senator Seward 
to provide this much-
needed relief to help 
the Schenevus com-
munity. Our educators 
and school administra-
tors are entrusted with 
preparing our students 
to lead the state into the 
future. However, our 
schools cannot oper-
ate to their maximum 
potential if they are in 
a financial bind. This 
legislation will help 
the Schenevus Central 
School District now 
and in the future.”

Schenevus Superin-
tendent Theresa Car-
lin said, “Schenevus 
Central School is very 
excited after hearing 
the news today that 
the Governor signed 
the bill allowing us the 
opportunity to receive 
$500,000 in advanced 
school aid.  Schenevus 
Central School has a 
long financial road 
ahead, but the ability to 
receive an advancement 
of aid in the amount of 
$500,000, even though 
it will result in a reduc-
tion in aid over the next 
30 years, will alleviate 
some cash flow con-
cerns and decrease the 
amount of short term 
loans our district has 
been forced to take for 
survival.  This measure 
will help lower costs 
associated with short 
term loans and buy us 
some time as we work 
to decide on options for 
the future of Schenevus 
Central School.  Sena-
tor Seward and As-
semblyman Miller were 

instrumental in the 
sponsorship and quick 
movement to passing 
of this bill, and if not 
for them, their leader-
ship and influence, this 
would not have been 
possible.  Schenevus is 
grateful to both Senator 
Seward and Assembly-
man Miller and appre-
ciates all of their hard 
work.”

Schenevus Central 
School District is a 
small rural school with 
a total enrollment of 
approximately 360 
students.  Previous 
school administrators 
had depleted the fund 
balance and the district 
is currently operating 
with a $700,000 bud-
get deficit.  The state 
comptroller recently 
designated Schenevus 
as one of five school 
districts in the state 
facing “significant 
financial distress.” 

Under the new law, 
Schenevus will be 
eligible to receive an 
advance aid payment 
of up to $500,000 this 
year with the sum 
decreasing over the 
next thirty years to 
support the district’s 
educational program.  
District officials must 
also comply with strict 
reporting guidelines to 
certify they are follow-
ing a prescribed plan 
to ensure sustained 
financial solvency.

The new law takes ef-
fect immediately.

SEWARD, MILLER BILL TO ASSIST 
SCHENEVUS SCHOOL SIGNED 

BY GOVERNOR
A Column of News & 
Comment by Senator 
James L. Seward

Earlier this year the 
New York City-centric 
senate leadership, 
for political reasons, 
blocked Amazon and 
25,000 jobs from com-
ing to our state.  Now, 
in the closing hours of 
the 2019 legislative ses-
sion, the same group of 
“leaders” are killing off 
existing jobs by target-
ing our state’s number 
one industry – agricul-
ture.  

To be clear, when New 
York was announced 
as the winning site 
for the Amazon HQ2 
project, I raised ques-
tions.  The lack of 
transparency involved 
in constructing the 
deal was concerning.  I 
have stated very clearly 
that we need more ac-
countability and input 
when it comes to all of 
New York’s economic 
incentive programs.  
However, at the end of 
the day, I supported the 
project.

Amazon was to be 
located in Queens, but 
benefits would have 
resonated statewide.  
The good paying jobs, 
averaging $125,000 a 
year would have gener-
ated over $27 billion in 
tax revenue that would 
have helped the entire 
state.  Other businesses 
would have flourished 
as well.  Overall, I saw 
the project as a net 
positive.

Fast forward to the 
final days of the state 
legislative session and 
passage of senate bill 
6578 dubbed the “Farm 
Laborers Fair Labor 
Practices Act” which 
I strongly opposed.  
Instead of attacking 
some faceless corpora-
tion, this legislation 
takes aim at people we 
all know – the farm-
ers who have been the 
backbone of our part of 
upstate New York for 
generations. 

During debate on the 
bill the senate spon-
sor, a freshman sena-

tor from Queens, was 
asked how many 
farmers she repre-
sented.  Her answer, “I 
can count on my hand 
the number of roof 
top apiaries that are in 
my district.”  She did 
take part in a couple of 
hearings and farm tours 
earlier this year.  But 
a few scheduled stops 
at a small number of 
hand-picked locations 
is a far cry from driv-
ing by farms on a daily 
basis, walking through 
barns, and talking to 
farmers at church, 
school events, and local 
farmers markets. 

The principal compo-
nents of the bill center 
on new labor mandates.  
The bill requires over-
time pay for workers 
who work more than 
six days per week 
(regardless of hours), 
requires overtime pay 
for workers who exceed 
a 60-hour work week, 
and mandates a day of 
rest in every calendar 
week. 

Farmworkers deserve 
a fair wage and time 
off, however there are 
certain conditions that 
make farming a unique 
business, especially 
in New York.  Short 
growing seasons and 
weather conditions 
are considerable fac-
tors that farmers must 
contend with and cows 
don’t stop producing 
milk on Sunday.  Long 
workdays are a way 
of life and a 40-hour 
workweek is rare. 

One signal that this 
new labor bill is prob-
lematic is that both 
farmers and farm 
workers are opposed to 
many of the provisions. 

The Grow NY Farms 
Coalition, comprised 
of a cross section of 
agricultural organiza-
tions including the New 
York Farm Bureau, 
wrote in a memo of 
opposition, “this bill 
will hurt farmwork-
ers the most because 
their work hours will 
be restricted and their 
income reduced.” 

Proponents of the new 
law say it will help 
farm workers.  What 
they don’t tell you is 
that it will hurt those 
very same workers by 
limiting their hours and 
destroying employment 
opportunities on farms 
across the state.

New York farmers 
face strict regulations 
and are subject to 
regular inspections by 
state and federal au-
thorities.  Farmers also 
provide their workers 
with quality pay and 
in many cases, other 
benefits like housing 
and food.  Farming is 
a unique business and 
must be treated as such.

I meet with farmers 
on a regular basis and 
know the personal 
struggles many face.  
High energy costs, 
low milk prices, never 
ending regulations, and 
out of control property 
taxes are just some of 
the obstacles our farm-
ers deal with every day. 

Farmers deserve better.  
Moving forward, I will 
stand with our farmers 
and work to develop 
new policies to culti-
vate growth and ensure 
future agriculture suc-
cess for New York.

NEW LABOR BILL COULD PLOW 
FARMERS UNDER

ALBANY, 06/19/19 
-- State Senator James 
L. Seward (R/C/I/Ref – 
Oneonta) today com-
mented on his NO vote 
on senate bill 6578, 
regulating farm labor 
practices:
“Earlier this year, the 
New York City-centric 
senate leadership 
blocked Amazon and 
25,000 jobs from com-
ing to our state.  Now 
they are killing off ex-

isting jobs by targeting 
our state’s number one 
industry – agriculture.   
The labor bill approved 
today will be another 
crushing blow for our 
already struggling fam-
ily farms.  High energy 
costs, low milk prices, 
never ending regula-
tions, and out of control 
property taxes are just 
some of the obstacles 
our farmers deal with 
every day.  This new 

law will increase op-
erating costs of farms 
by an estimated $300 
million.  This bad 
legislation is opposed 
by the New York Farm 
Bureau and a host of 
agricultural advocates.  
Farming is a unique 
business and must be 
treated as such.  Plain 
and simple – this bill 
will plow more family 
farms under.”

STATEMENT FROM SENATOR SEWARD

Senate passes Seward 
bill creating the Sidney 
Veterans Memorial 
Highway

ALBANY, 06/19/19 – 
The New York State 
Senate today passed 
legislation renaming a 
portion of New York 
State Route 8 in Dela-
ware County in honor 
of Sidney veterans.  
The bill (S.6377) spon-

sored by Senator James 
L. Seward (R/C/I/Ref 
– Oneonta) pays trib-
ute to all veterans who 
have sacrificed and 
served our country.

“Our veterans are true 
heroes and it is always 
an honor to recog-
nize their service and 
sacrifice to our nation,” 
said Senator Seward.  
“Sidney, like many of 

the villages and towns I 
represent, has a special 
relationship with its 
veterans and this new 
highway designation 
will further enhance 
that bond.”  

Senator Seward’s bill 
designates a portion of 
New York State Route 
8 running to the newly 
developed Sidney 
Veterans’ Memorial 

Park as the “Sidney 
Veterans’ Memorial 
Parkway”.

“Memorial highways, 
parks, and other land-
marks serve as fitting 
tributes to the men 
and women who have 
given so much for our 
freedoms.  Each time 
we see a sign honoring 
our veterans, we should 
think of their valor 

and say thank you.  I 
am honored to play a 
role in adding a por-
tion of State Route 8 
in Sidney to the list of 
highly-worthy veteran 
designations and look 
forward to seeing the 
new signs erected,” 
Seward added.

The special highway 
designation was re-
quested by the Village 

of Sidney.

The legislation must 
still be approved by 
the state assembly and 
signed by the governor 
to take effect.

Companion legislation 
(A.8223) sponsored by 
Assemblyman Clif-
ford Crouch has been 
introduced in the state 
assembly.

SEWARD LEGISLATION TO HONOR SIDNEY VETERANS
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