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A Look Outside
View from top of Sidney/ Masonville Mountain

July 9, 2019 

Photos taken in Sidney.

GILBERTSVILLE-
The Village of Gil-
bertsville  is updating 
their water system 
for Village residents. 
Newly elected Mayor 
Mark Muller has 
coordinated a tour 
of the water project 
and an informational 
night on Thursday, 
July 18 beginning at 
6 pm

Interested residents 
are invited to meet 
at 6 pm in front of 
the Butternut Valley 
Grange Hall, 6 Bloom 
Street to board a 
GMU school bus for 
the tour.  Jack Dod-
son, Engineer will 
lead the tour around 
Gilbertsville to dis-
cuss what is happen-
ing and where.

The bus will return to 
the Grange Hall about 
6:30-6:50 meeting 
downstairs for light 
refreshments

Mayor Muller will 
present costs associ-
ated with the water 
project and answer 
questions or any com-
ments of concern. 

Recent Rise in Bear 
Sightings Confirms 
Young Bears Are on 
the Move
New York State De-
partment of Environ-
mental Conservation 
(DEC) Commissioner 
Basil Seggos issued 
guidance to reduce 
the potential for 
human-bear conflicts.

“Black bears have 
recently been re-
ported in a number of 
suburban locations,” 
said Commissioner 
Seggos. “DEC is urg-
ing homeowners and 
property managers 

to follow the simple 
steps and guidance to 
keep bears from tak-
ing up residence in an 
area, including stor-
ing garbage in secure 
buildings, removing 
bird feeders, and 
feeding pets indoors. 
Preventing access to 
food sources is key to 
preventing nuisance 
bears.”
Conflicts between 
people and bears typi-
cally increase in sum-
mer months due to 
the dispersal of young 
bears from family 
groups, the onset of 
the breeding season, 

and a lull in natu-
ral food availability 
prior to the ripening 
of local berries and 
other natural food 
sources. These con-
ditions occasionally 
cause bears to travel 
through unfamiliar 
areas. Bears will take 
advantage of any-
thing they consider a 
food source as they 
travel, adding to the 
potential for conflict. 
The most common 
attractants are poorly 
stored garbage, bird 
feeders, messy grills, 
and pet food left 
outdoors. Once a bear 
finds these foods, it 
will often continue to 
return to the area in 
hopes of finding the 
same food again.
When bears have 
access to human 
foods, it encourages 
behaviors that can put 
bears at risk. While 
bears can be intimi-
dating, they gener-
ally shy away from 

getting into conflicts 
with people. The 
bears seen recently 
are mostly young 
individuals dispers-
ing from their natural 
habitat, searching for 
new suitable habitat. 
If bears find reliable 
food sources near hu-
man residences, they 
may become tempo-
rarily established in 
green spaces in urban 

and suburban areas.

Bears will avoid large 
groups of people. If 
a bear is seen in a 
community, residents 
should simply be 
aware of the bear’s 
presence and avoid 
any interaction with 
it.

DEC staff and local 
police officers will 

sometimes attempt to 
direct a bear toward a 
better location, away 
from developed areas, 
but this is not always 
possible. Nearly all 
urban bears leave as 
quickly and quietly 
as they appear, with-
out serious conflict 
or need for physical 
removal.

DEC Issues Guidance to Reduce Bear-Human Conflicts

Gilbertsville News
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Cheerful ProsPeCt

By Alicia Marsland 
Geromel

ALL ALUMNI WEEKEND 
JULY 19-21, 2019 

Friday, July 19 

Golf Tournament-7:30, preregistration SGC 

Sponsored by  

Ice Breaker-American Legion, 8-12, $5 cover charge 

Featuring the band ‘Roundhouse Rockers’ 

Sponsored by 

Saturday, July 20 

Breakfast-High School, $10 

Sponsored by 

Alumni Soccer Game-9:30, Alumni Field 

March of Classes-11:15 lineup, Alumni Field 

Float down the Susquehanna-1pm, Main Street Bridge 

Preregistration required 

Corn Hole Tournament-1pm registration, Awestruck Cider 

Social-8-12, Elks Lodge, $2 cover charge, DJ 

Sponsored by  

Sunday, July 21 

Memorial Service-10am, Sidney Veterans Memorial Park 

Sponsored by  

Alumni Reception & WOF Induction-11am, Elks Lodge 

$10 charge, Sponsored by The Sheldon & DeTemple Families 

 Questions call 607-967-8480. 

What I detest is how 
liberals grandstand 
about what they 
think Christians 
ought to do, when 
many of them hate 
Christians. 
Things they never 
mention are: as a 
Christian, I would 
never encourage 
families to travel 
a thousand miles 
with small children 
by having the lax 
policies that we cur-
rently have regard-
ing immigration. As 
a Christian, I would 
never make it a law 
that you can get in 
easier with a kid in 
tow, leading to 30% 
of the children at 

the border not being 
genetically related 
to their ‘parent’ (in 
actuality a kidnap-
per, or even worse, 
a purchaser). As a 
Christian, I would 
have very strict 
entry rules and a 
WALL to protect 
the women and 
children raped and 
abandoned in the 
desert because we 
are so easy to in-
vade. Such a wall 
would also protect 
the hapless (and 
often poor and of 
Mexican descent) 
dwellers in border 
towns from people 
who kick in their 
doors and windows 
and steal anything 
of value that they 
might have. 

As a Christian, I 
wouldn’t just throw 
money at Central 
American countries, 
hoping blindly that 
somehow this will 
make things better 
there, thus enrich-
ing and empower-
ing the elites who 
preside over these 
hellholes, making 
it easier for them to 
suck the life out of 
everybody else…I 
could go on...
As a Christian, 
I want to protect 
mothers and their 
babies by making 
abortion what we 
were promised and 
never got: safe, legal 
and extremely rare. 
Forget back alley 
abortions, women 
die every year from 

abortions, even 
here in the United 
States and Canada. 
Four women died 
last year in the U.S. 
Canada lists how 
many complications 
of abortion occur, 
but isn’t saying how 
many died or were 
otherwise harmed 
by these complica-
tions. (It’s good to 
be a cause célèbre.) 
Many others are 
maimed or rendered 
sterile in the name 
of women’s rights. 
Thousands and 
thousands suffer 
from post-abortive 
syndrome. In our 
area, there is an 
abortionist who, last 
I knew had 52 law-
suits against him for 
wrongful death (4), 

perforated uterus (4) 
and other severe in-
juries in the course 
of an abortion. That 
was ten years ago 
(we closed down 
his clinic, but he 
still operates in the 
Detroit area) so his 
number of lawsuits 
is higher probably 
by now. 
The issue isn’t 
whether or not a 
person is a Chris-
tian or that a cer-
tain political stance 
makes you a good 
Christian or a bad 
Christian. The real 
crux is whether or 
not you have the 
facts on a given 
issue, rather than 
being fed on what 
the media wants 
you to hear, so you 

will think what they 
want you to think. 
My dad was fond of 
quoting someone or 
other (looked it up, 
can’t find it) who 
said “Good men in 
possession of the 
facts will always 
come to the right 
conclusion.” I think 
this is largely true, 
which is why the 
facts are as muddled 
as possible these 
days, to get us to 
come, not to the 
right conclusion, but 
to the conclusion 
the elites want us to 
reach. 
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obituaries

To place an obituary 
or memorial 

contact 
chendelopost@gmail.

com
or visit our website
chendelopost.com

“I was having trouble finding  
a ride to my medical and dental  

appointments. Then I heard  
about Getthere.”

Need a ride? Call 1-855-373-4040

Port Crane

Floyd E. LaClair, 89 
of Port Crane passed 
away Thurs. June 20, 
2019.  He was pre-
deceased by his son, 
Christopher.  He is 
survived by his wife of 
64 years, Val LaClair, 
2 children, Alan 
LaClair, Bryan & Amy 
LaClair, 8 grandchil-
dren, Joseph(Emily), 
Michael, 
Benjamin(Stephanie), 
Lisa(Jonathan), Ab-
bey, Tyler(Bridget), 
Corey & Ashlyn, 3 
great grandchildren, 
Emily, Hayleigh, 
& Hayden, brother, 
Gerard LaClair, sister, 
Darlene (Gary) Rhodes 
and also several nieces 
and nephews.  He 
was owner of LaClair 
Construction, member 
of St. Joseph’s Church 
Sanitaria Springs, 65 
year member & Past. 
Pres., Asst. Chief of 
the Sanitaria Springs 
Fire Dept. Floyd was 
responsible for moving 

St. Joseph’s Church in 
Sanitaria Springs to its 
current location and 
moved the Doraville 
Schoolhouse for the 
Town of Colesville, 
along with building 
many homes through-
out the area.
A Funeral Mass will 
be offered on Wed. at 
10 a.m. at St. Joseph’s 
Church, Sanitaria 
Springs.  Burial will 
be in Sanitaria Springs 
Cemetery.  The family 
will receive friends at 
the Osterhoudt-Madden 
Funeral Home 69-71 
Maple Street Harpurs-
ville on Tues. from 4 to 
7 p.m.  Memorial con-
tributions in his mem-
ory may be made to 
Sanitaria Springs Fire 
Dept. 811 NY Rte. 7 
Port Crane, NY 13833 
or St. Joseph’s Church 
Food Pantry 975 NY 
Rte. 11 Kirkwood, NY  
13795.  Online condo-
lences may be made at:   
www.omaddenfh.com.

Floyd E. LaClair

Masonville

Kela Kay Charles, 
55, left this world on 
July 3, 2019 after a 
hard fought battle 
with cancer.  She was 
born on December 3, 
1963 in Sidney, the 
youngest daughter of 
the late Dale and Lela 
(Myers) Anderson.   
She grew up in Ma-
sonville and gradu-
ated from Sidney 
Central School with 
the Class of 1983.  
On August 25, 1984, 
she was married to 
Daniel M. Charles in 
Masonville.  He pre-
deceased her in 2009.  
Throughout her life, 
Kela worked at the 
Masonville Quick-
way, At A Glance, 
and Trackside Diner, 
but her most impor-
tant role was raising 
her children.  
Kela loved life and 
was the life of the 
party.  She will 
be missed by:  her 
son, Danny Charles 
and Amber Haw-
ley; daughter, Leah 
Charles and Nevin 
Cutting; 7 grandchil-
dren:  Danny Charles, 
Jr., Devin Charles, 
Leelah Charles, 
Hailey Charles, Jaden 
Charles, Harmony 

Cutting and Colton 
Charles; 3 sisters:  
Jinx Williams, Gayle 
Burke and Roxanne 
Charles; mother-in-
law, Hazel Bickos; 
dear friend, Gary 
Leichty, as well as 
many nieces, neph-
ews and cousins.
In addition to her par-
ents and her husband, 
Kela was predeceased 
by her son, Shayne 
Charles, and two sis-
ters, Rosie McEwan 
and Terry Hard.
Friends may call 
from 1:00-3:00pm 
on Tuesday, July 9, 
2019 at C.H. Land-
ers Funeral Chapel, 
21 Main St. Sidney.  
Funeral services will 
begin at 3:00pm at 
the funeral chapel 
with burial following 
in Masonville Cem-
etery.  Kela wouldn’t 
want flowers, but 
plants that can con-
tinue to live and grow 
would be appreciated.  
Share condolences 
and memories with 
the family online at 
www.landersfh.com.
Arrangements are 
under the direction of 
C.H. Landers Funeral 
Chapel, Sidney.   

Kela K. Charles

Sidney Center:

Gordon L. Finch, 
Sr. 78 of Sidney 
Center passed away 
on Wed. July 3, 
2019 at A.O. Fox 
Hospital in Oneonta 
with his family at 
his side.  He was 
born on Nov. 7, 
1940 in Sidney, 
NY to Elwood & 
Marian Finch.  He 
married the former 
Carole A. Smith 
on Dec. 17, 1960 in 
Sidney, who sur-
vives him.  He was 
a successful life-
time dairy farmer in 
Sidney Center.  For 
his tenth birthday, 
all he wanted was a 
dairy pail and stool 
to milk cows.  
He is survived by 
his wife of 59 years, 
Carole, 2 children, 
Barb Finch & 
Dennis Baldwin, 
Sidney Center, 
Gordon L. Finch Jr. 
& Tasha Charles, 
Masonville(who 
will be married 
July 13), 4 grand-
children, Shonie, 

Kyle, Devin & 
Trevor, 1 great 
grandchild, Travis 
(Little Bit), sister, 
Charlene (Ken) & 
her 2 daughters, 
Brenda & Johnna, 
brothers, Ken (Dot), 
Pete (Sue), Duke 
(Sonnie), and also 
several nieces and 
nephews.  He was 
predeceased by his 
parents, and broth-
er, Ernie.
A Celebration of 
His Life will be 
held at The Shop on 
Sat. July 20, 2019 
at 1 p.m.  Memorial 
contributions may 
be made to St. Jude 
Children’s Research 
Hospital (www.
stjude.org) 501 St. 
Jude Place, Mem-
phis, TN 38105.
On-line condo-
lences may be made 
at:   www.wmad-
denfh.com.   Ar-
rangements by the 
Westcott-Madden 
Funeral Home 123 
Main Street Un-
adilla.

Gordon L. Finch, Sr.
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Advertise your event or 
business here for 1 month free! 

Check out our Facebook page for more information!

Make your Home Greener with Clean Heating & Cooling!
Information session at 

Awestruck Cider in Sidney
8 Winkler Rd, Sidney, NY 13838

Wednesday, July 10 , 6pm-8pm

Clean heating and cooling systems- ground source and air source
heat pumps- are smart and healthy options that will keep your
home comfortable year round, lower your energy usage, and
reduce your carbon footprint. 
 
By participating in HeatSmart Southern Tier, a program of the
Binghamton Regional Sustainability Coalition, you’ll learn about
these technologies and energy efficiency, plus available incentives
and financing. All products and installers have been vetted by
HeatSmart and NYSERDA, which supports our non-profit program.

facebook.com/HeatSmartSouthernTier/
heatsmartsoutherntier.org

Free Registration: tinyurl.com/HSSTAwestruck

Residents and visitors 
should take the fol-
lowing steps to avoid 
attracting and creat-
ing nuisance bears:

NEVER FEED 
BEARS INTEN-
TIONALLY - Feed-
ing bears intention-
ally is illegal and a 
ticketable offense. 
Bears that obtain 
food from humans 
will continue to seek 
food from humans 
and become nuisance 
bears.

Around Dwellings

Remove all bird feed-
ers;
Keep garbage, grills, 
pet food, and bird 
seed inside a solid, 
secure structure 
(house, shed, garage, 
etc.);
If grills cannot be 
secured, move grills 
away from houses 

and remove grease 
traps after each use;
Put garbage on the 
curb the morning of 
collection, not the 
night before, and use 
bear-resistant trash 
containers; and
Close garage doors 
and ground-floor 
windows/doors at 
night.
At Campgrounds

Keep campsites as 
clean as possible;
Clean up after all 
meals immediately. 
Keep grills, pots, 
pans, cooking uten-
sils, and wash basins 
clean when not in 
use;
Leave coolers and 
food inside car trunks 
or truck cabs;
Store food and cool-
ers in food lockers 
when available;
NEVER keep food, 
coolers, or scented 
items in tents when 

camping. Store toi-
letries securely with 
coolers and food;
Do not put grease, 
garbage, plastic dia-
pers, cans, bottles, or 
other refuse into the 
fireplace; and
Dispose of garbage 
in the campground’s 
dumpsters every 
evening.
In the Backcountry

Pack a minimal 
amount of food. Use 
lightweight and dehy-
drated foods. Plan all 
meals to avoid left-
overs;
Use bear-resistant 
food canisters, which 
are required in the 
Eastern High Peaks 
Wilderness of the Ad-
irondack Park;
Cook and eat before 
dark and cook away 
from campsites;
Avoid spills and drip-
pings while cook-
ing and do not pour 

grease into fire pits; 
and
Never leave food 
unattended.
If you encounter a 
bear

Don’t panic. Most 
bears are just as 
afraid of people as 
people are of bears;
Never approach, sur-

round, or corner a 
bear;
Back away slowly - 
do not run;
Do not throw back-
packs or food at 
bears. If bears are 
rewarded with food, 
they will continue to 
seek food from peo-
ple; and
If feeling threatened 

by a bear, raise your 
arms over your head 
to look bigger and 
yell loudly at the bear 
while slowly backing 
away.
More information on 
avoiding and creat-
ing conflicts with 
nuisance bears is 
available on DEC’s 
website.

DEC Issues Guidance to Reduce Bear-Human Conflicts
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Upcoming issues will contain more local 
sports, events, articles and much more! 

Please help us make this a great local resource 
for your community news! 

To submit content, or to subscribe 
email chendelopost@gmail.com or 

visit us at chendelopost.com

Unadilla Drive In
Greene ameriCan leGion 

news
The July Post Meeting 
was held Monday July 
7 at 7PM. at 7S Canal 
St. All were welcomed. 
Remember service to 
country should not stop 
when we get our DD 
214’s. America needs 
you.  Weekly our Post 
is in the background 
doing things supportive
of veterans and their 
families.  Our Post has 
been having Honor 
Guards at the funer-
als of Vets who die in 
Greene. We are active 
supporting youth and 
patriotism let alone 
helping vets here and at 
the Oxford Vet’s home. 
I do want to call special 
attention to Command-
er Bourque, Treasurer 
John Girton,  Adju-
tant Mark Sweat, and  
Veteran Greg Cobb. 
These are the folks that 
know and spearhead 
our work. Addition-
ally we network with 
other patriotic groups 
in the area.  One of 
the groups, STVSG, 
supports needy vets 
and spouses to the tune 
of around $13,000 in 
one month. This past 
month they helped 
Vets, an Active Duty 
Guardsperson, a Vet 
widow with such things 
as rent, a car breaking 
down, roof repair, sep-
tic system, a bicycle for 
transportation, utility 
payment, grocery help, 
security deposit, flood-
ing help, etc. STVSG 
covers 9 counties in-
cluding Chenango and 
Broome.   STVSG’s 
biggest fundraiser  is 
the music Concert at 
Tioga Down which this 
year will feature Lee 
Greenwood on Aug 8. 
Our Post in Greene will 
be having a fundraiser 
at the Greene Craft Day 

on July 27. Please look 
for us. We will be sell-
ing patriotic items such 
as flags, grave markers, 
military mugs etc.

If you have ques-
tions about flags on 
gravesites that were 
missed please call our 
phone number. Twin 
Tiers Honor Flight has 
new leadership and will 
be having a honor 2 
day bus flight in Sept. 
There will not be  a  
plane flight in October 
due to time and cost. 
The flights are free to 
the vets going. Please 
let us know of any 
deaths of veterans. Our 
official Meeting place 
is at 7 S Canal St.

If you have a ques-
tion about the Post, 
donations, activities, 
and or want to buy 
items(Flags-grave 
markers, branch 
cups,etc). Please, please 
call us at 607-431-8286 
or drop a note at our 
PO Box 149 Greene, 
NY 13778. All official 
business should go 
to our mail box. Also 
please put tattered 
flags in the lectern we 
have on the S Canal St 
entrance to the Greene 
library. Please check 
the  STVSG.org web 
page and our Greene 
Legion web page for 
veteran activities in 
the area. If you have 
a veteran, widow, or 
active duty military 
member(Guard-Re-
serve-Active) in need 
of help, please call 
any of the following 
groups: Veterans Crisis 
Line 1-800-273-8255, 
Binghamton Vet Center 
772-2393, VA Out-
reach Center 772-9100, 
County Outreach Offi-

cer 724-1299, Southern 
Tier Veterans Support 
Group 205-8332, Post 
Chaplain or other ques-
tions J Koopman. A 
whole additional list 
of support services are 
available in a pamphlet 
put out by the Southern 
Tier American Red 
Cross. Copies are at 
the Greene Library.  If 
a vet or their family 
needs quick help please 
contact STVSG. The 
Broome County Veter-
ans Office puts out an 
exceptional Quarterly 
Veterans Newsletter.

Day in and day out I 
run into service people 
who served and have 
life long injuries etc. 
Many dying the com-
plicated slow deaths 
from Agent Orange etc 
. Vets continue to share 
with me how they were 
spit upon etc when they 
returned from Nam. I 
also am reading of the 
sacrifices everyday 
Americans made in 
WW 2 to stop fascism 
and all kinds of bigotry. 
I then read about that 
NY City Congress-
woman AOC who 
compares the holding 
facilities at the borders 
to concentration camps. 
I wonder who taught 
her history. I wish she 
could have seen as 
our relatives did what 
was done to people 
in real concentration 
camps. When I get 
very discouraged I see 
some rays of light as a 
younger family of mine 
is running for Congress 
on a campaign of Faith, 
Family and Freedom. 
May God continue to 
bless our Vets, hard-
working people, and 
America.

This week’s Hero of Greene is Edward 
Clark. He was born in 1916 in Greene.
He entered the US Army in 1942. He 
got his training at Ft Meade, and AP 
Hill in VA. He did basic manuevers 

in North and South Carolina. He then 
went to Scotland and then Oran , Africa 

before joining up with forces in  Na-
ples, and Southern France. He received 

Battle stars for his service in Italy, 
France and the Rhineland. He rose to 
the rank of Corporal Technician and 

was Honorably Discharged in Oct 1945. 
Greene and America are grateful to Ed-
ward and his family for their dedication 

to America’s freedom.

Playing this Friday-Sunday, July 12-14, Spider-Man: Far 
from Home and Godzilla: King of the Monsters.
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lookinG baCk

Looking Back to July 8th, 1987 
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Puzzle PaGe

View last week answers or 
to print this page,

visit  
chendelopost.com/puzzlepage

Want to see something 
different here? 

Email us at 
chendelopost@gmail.com

Sudoku
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This is the 12th excerpt from the book, Story, Story, The Tale of the Eighth Herald, 
Book 1. In the 11th installment last week, Noah Peterson, park ranger, had just recently 
been handed a newborn baby by an apparent madman reciting “Story, story, tall tale, 
lie…” usually used before a tale is told, who then faded into the woods. Noah took the 
baby home to his childless wife. Falling asleep he dreamt of a boy meeting a tramp and 
a dog named Prince. Then his dream segues into something creepier, babies in jars… 
and a guy named Brad, head of a biotech firm, who  gets a visit from his own mysteri-
ous stranger, Nick, who is prepared to make him a deal, which involves allowing him 
to add the ‘unifying principle’ which he mockingly calls a ‘soul’ to his experimental 
embryos for designer children. In return, Nick demands that Brad change his product 
line and produce adult men, for the dissatisfied women of the worldNoah wakes to his 
wife and new child in bed with him. Over the sleeping baby, Martie tells him, joyfully, 

and laughingly, that she is pregnant. 
Chapter 3 opens with a discussion over what Cameron the elephant thinks of baby 

Cameron,  thanks to Noah’s education in Animal Communication, which he has passed 
on to Martie, a self-educated vet, who finds it useful in her work at the ranger station. 

A letter arrives passed on by their boss, Nate, who, seeing the name of the sender, 
jokes that Noah must have a ‘baby project’ in every city. He turns out to be right in a 
less twisted sense. The writer is actually Noah’s sister, Jessie, who is pregnant, too, 

and her husband doesn’t want the baby. Arrangements are made for her to come to the 
station, give birth and leave the child with the Peterson’s, to be raised as their son… so 
from being barren, Martie at first finds herself happily surveying the prospect of three 
children. But then she miscarries, for the third time. Noah buries the child, picking a 

special stone as a marker, just as he had done with the first two. 
Jessie  leaves after giving birth, saying she’d had no ideas babies were so much 

workWith two babies to care for, Martie throws herself into their care, smothering 
any grief she might have felt for her lost son, one of three miscarried babies lost in the 

first trimester. Noah finds himself shut out and grouchy. For the first time, he feels 
some sympathy for his stern fundamentalist father who had coped with 12 children in 
the house at one time. He remembers himself as a child, cheating at chores and how 
he had resented his father’s discipline. Then he shuts down the thought and heads to 

the forest to rebuild an observation deck, going by tangawood bike, which is a kind of 
hovering motorcycle. There for the second time, he hears in the distance the sound of 
the passage of some enormous beast. This, he would have reported immediately to his 
superior if he had not been repeatedly distracted by other things. Nate tells him that 

they must go to the City for a meeting. Noah is reluctant to go, but must, because he is 
the expert on the species preservation project.

That night, unable to sleep, Noah uses the Companion, a media circuit installed in 
his brain, to access news and a cross between a social platform and e-mail (they also 
have 3-mail). He argues with people, in particular an amusing enemy called Upender. 
He also fields several comments accusing him of being a religious nut, which elicits 
nothing but scorn from him, as he is an atheist, on the argument that the world is too 
screwed up for there to be a God. He detaches from the Companion and tries to go to 

sleep, smelling wood smoke from some tribesman’s fire.

Chapter 4 (continued)

The boy stumbled to 
the window opening 

of his tree house to be 
greeted by a terrifying 
sight. The veranda of 

his grandfather’s house 
was engulfed in flames. 

Shouts and screams 
shot up from within the 
house and dark figures 

began to stream out, 
some of them carrying 
small children. With a 
deafening staccato, the 
escaping people were 
mowed down by gun-
fire and lay sprawled 
like larger versions of 
the discarded toys on 

the lawn.
To the boy, they 

seemed at first to be 
playing some sort of 

game, until he saw the 
slow, nightmarish and 
oddly-angled move-

ments of the not-entire-
ly dead. His baby sister 

wailed loudly from 
inside the house, but 

in an instant was silent 
again.

Then, out of the jungle, 
a wave of running 

men, silhouetted black 
with red outlines in the 

firelight, converged 
on the doorway. More 
shots exploded from 

within the house, 
returning fire, and new 
casualties joined those 
already on the ground. 
But this only caused a 
brief hesitation before 
the marauders surged 

forward again and 
swarmed into the house 

amid deafening fire, 
and the occasional 
booms of a larger 

weapon.
One of the attackers, 
however, stopped in 
mid-step and swung 
from side to side. As 

his eyeless face turned 
toward the ancient 

tree, where a little boy 
peered from the high 

opening above the 
tree-house walls, the 

child flinched down to 
the floor. He…. Had he 

been seen? When he 
peeked cautiously out 
again, the solitary fig-
ure had vanished, but 
now, at the foot of the 
tree, he heard boards 

creaking on their nails, 
as someone with a 

heavy tread had begun 
to climb.

Noah, only dream-
ing, nevertheless lived 
the paralyzing horror 
of the following mo-

ments as the unknown 
stalker crept upwards, 
closer and closer to the 
tree house entrance, a 

square hole in the floor, 
partly fenced away 

from where the little 
boy had been sleep-

ing on a pallet spread 
on the floor. The child 
looked frantically from 

side to side but there 
was no place to hide, 
no object to seize up 
and smash onto the 
head which now ap-
peared over the lip of 
the entrance. He hun-

kered down and lay flat 
on the hopeless chance 
that he might somehow 

be overlooked. But the 
man had a light which 
he now played over the 
small interior, pinning 
the boy like an insect 

caught on a thorn. The 
man climbed up and 
in, with agonizingly 
careful step, causing 

the boy to shudder with 
despair. There was 

going to be no thought-
less move, no fumble, 
nothing too sudden or 
too confident, no ghost 
of chance to slip around 

or under, through the 
trapdoor and down the 
ladder. There would be 

no escape.
Abruptly, the light van-
ished. A growl erupted 
from the darkness and 

a sharp yelp, as the 
intruder fell grappling 
to the floor. There was 
a hideous struggle as 
black shapes wrestled 

in the black night. 
Hideous sounds, too, 
though soft and muf-

fled, sounds of stealthy 
killing and hidden 

death. A limp hand fell 
across, then slid from 
the child’s quivering 

back.
“All right, little one. 

Come on, Scooter, he 
can’t hurt you now.” 
The voice was warm 

and familiar.
Grandfather? The boy 

sat up and peered in the 
direction of the voice. 

The light suddenly 
came on again and he 
could not see past its 

glare. All he could see 
was a hand, beckoning. 
He sidled closer in spite 

of his fear. Then, he 
saw the poor beautiful 
dog! Prince was dead. 
The intruder lay under 

him, unmoving, in 
their blended, spread-
ing blood. The holder 
of the light stooped. 

Scooter could see the 
grizzled beard then. 

Instinctively, he ran to 
the man and gripped 
him around the neck, 

burying his face in the 
beard. He felt fingers 

on his forehead, some-
thing wet and still 

warm. “They cannot 
see as you and I do, 
but they can sense 

when something dies. 
They know a small 
death from a large 

one. Prince was small, 
as you are small. He 

knew. He was willing. 
He is dead so that you 
may live. They must 

think you are dead, for 
at least a little while. So 
hold on tight, little one, 
for they can’t sense me 

at all.”
Somehow, Scooter 

knew that the warm, 
wetness on his forehead 
was Prince’s blood. In a 
way, he felt like a dog, 
himself, or a frightened 

puppy, just snatched 
from the pond, drip-

ping wet. Doggy 
thoughts of tall, waving 

grass, and well-loved 
heels to follow came 

over him. In a moment, 
the two of them were 
down the ladder and 
away into the dark-

ness of the plantation. 
Behind them, the tree 
house began to burn.
Then they were run-
ning, running … or 
rather, the boy was 

jostling along clinging 
to his rescuer’s neck 
and beard as the man 

did the running. Twigs 
and leaves lashed past 

them as they wove 
and ducked through 

the undergrowth. Now 
and then, the runner 

paused, gasping deeply 
for breath and listening 
for pursuit, before he 

took off again. The boy 
had just enough sense 
to wonder why the old 
man was running, if 
‘they’ could not see 

him. But, nevertheless, 
he was glad they were 

running.
The red light of dawn, 

warm and muggy, 
found them trotting 

hand in hand down a 
small river valley, the 
boy and the man, who 
he now saw was not, 
after all, much like 

his grandfather. This 
stranger’s beard, Noah 
Peterson thought in his 
dream, was not as long 
as that of the stranger 

who had brought 
Cameron to him, but it 
was the same chestnut 

brown flecked with 
white. He wore the 

same kind of shirt-like 
garment, but over a 

pair of khaki trousers 
tucked into heavy 

boots. Was he or was 
he not the same?

Noah could not be 
certain. He was certain 
of the flashing red light 

that had danced on 
the river rocks as they 
jogged along. He was 
certain that Scooter 

felt safe, even though 
he had always been 
warned, as all small 

children are, to beware 

of strangers. He also 
noticed that Scooter’s 
right hand was ban-

daged, but had no idea 
why. He thought they 

journeyed together 
cross-country for sever-
al days, for he dreamed 
of nights by a campfire 
as well as days of walk-
ing, sometimes through 
tall, waving grass with 

tassels rustling over 
his head, (on the old 

man’s heels, following 
like a well-trained pup) 

sometimes in lovely, 
glade-dotted forests, 
going nearly always 

straight north, to judge 
by the pearly setting 

sun on their left every 
evening.

The next install-
ment will appear 
next week. If you 
can’t wait, this 

story is available 
for free on Kindle 
Unlimited or for 

only $2.99 on Kin-
dle. (Reviews are 
very welcome, if 
you want to leave 
one after finishing 

the book.)
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G.E.M. is thrilled to 
introduce our resident 
artist for the month of 
July, Richard Whit-
ten.  Visit www.
richardcwhitten.com 
to see his work!

Biography

Richard Whitten 
grew up in Manhat-
tan, NY. Richard 
Whitten earned a 
B.A. in Economics 
from Yale Univer-
sity and an M.F.A. 
in Painting from the 
University of Cali-
fornia at Davis where 
he studied with both 
Wayne Thiebaud and 
Robert Arneson. He 
has had numerous 
exhibitions on both 
coasts. Notable are 
major solo exhibitions 
at the Frye Art Muse-
um in Seattle, Wash-
ington, the Newport 

Art Museum in New-
port, Rhode Island, 
and the University of 
Maine Museum of 
Art. He is represented 
by ArtMora Gallery, 
NY and Seoul, Ko-
rea; Clark Gallery, 
Lincoln, MA; the 
William Scott Gal-
lery, Provincetown, 
MA; and the Dedee 
Shattuck Gallery in 
Westport, MA. He is 
presently a Professor 
of Painting and for-
mer Chair of the Art 
Department at Rhode 
Island College.

Artist’s Statement

My paintings deal 
with intellectual play. 
Intellectual play, in 
my opinion, is not 
only the basis of 
learning but is also 
synonymous to fasci-
nation and delight.

My paintings are 
meant to be games or 
toys in themselves. 
The challenge for the 
viewers is, without 
knowing “the rules”, 
to propel the image 
into motion with sight 
and thought alone.

Two types of “games” 
have developed in 
my paintings. In the 
first, an invented 
mechanical toy or 
device (often involv-
ing repetitive motion 
or flight) is set within 
imagined classical 
architecture. In the 
second more recent 
series, the painting’s 
surface acts as game 
board, and the view-
ers are challenged to 
move a hovering ball 
(through imagination) 
into place.

The viewers’ experi-
ence of my paint-
ing begins with the 
realization that my 
painting is non-
rectangular. Unlike 
the rectangle, which 
is understood to be a 
non-material picture 

window into another 
space, the shaped 
panel exists as an 
object in the world of 
the viewers, an object 
possessing a physi-
cal reality. Next the 
viewers are drawn 
into the illusion of the 

painted image where 
they are invited to 
explore, to interact 
with the painting by 
visually “touching” 
and mentally “setting 
the painting into mo-
tion.”

Gilbertsville Expressive Movement Inroduces Resident Artist, Richard Whitten
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Unadilla News

UNADILLA-A 
Strawberry social 
will be held on 
Thursday, July 11 
from 6:30 to 8 pm 
during the Free Sum-
mer Concert Series 

held on the Unadilla 
Community House 
lawn.  Strawber-
ries, biscuits and ice 
cream will be avail-
able by the Unadilla 
Chamber of Com-

merce.  Music by 
Country Express 
Band.  Bring a lawn 
chair and enjoy the 
first of the Unadilla 
Summer concert se-
ries on Thursdays. 

Afton Free Library

The United Pres-
byterian Church of 
East Guilford set up 
a Blessing Box al-
most 2 years ago on 
their church property 
north of Sidney, at 
the corner of Route 7 
and County Road 35. 
The Blessing Box, or 
pop-up food pantry, 
contains food and 
supplies that can be 

accessed by anyone 
in need. It cannot re-
place a grocery store, 
food bank, or gov-
ernment assistance, 
but hopefully it can 
be used by individu-
als or families who 
are temporarily short 
on resources. The 
slogan on the door 
reads, “Take what 
you need, Leave what 

you can”. Members 
of the community are 
encouraged to use 
the Blessing Box as 
needed. The com-
munity can also help 
the needy and the 
church to replenish its 
contents by leaving 
non-perishable food, 
toiletries, etc. Many 
thanks!

Blessing Box

Everyday, people 
stop by the Blessing 
Box. Perhaps they 
find themselves 
short on money be-
fore their next pay-
check or source of 
income is due. May-
be they are not sure 
where their next 
meal might come 
from. This mission 
of the United Pres-
byterian Church of 
East Guilford can-

not replace a gro-
cery store or a food 
bank or government 
assistance, but there 
are times when it 
can help to make 
ends meet. If they 
stop by, people may 
find food or house-
hold items left by 
the church, neigh-
bors and friends. It’s 
all about commu-
nity trying to help 
community.

The Blessing Box 
is located in the 
church parking lot, 
about 2 miles north 
of Sidney on Route 
8. If you have not 
visited, please do. 
Take what you need. 
When life is good, 
leave something to 
help someone else. 
Everyone will be 
most grateful!

Community Helping Community

SIDNEY-Chicken 
BBQ will be held on 
Thursday, July 11 
starting at 10:30 am 
til gone at the Am-

phenol Parking lot, 
Union Street, (next to 
SFCU) BBQ halves 
only by Wilson’s of 
Walton.  Sponsored 

by the Rotary Club 
of Sidney to benefit 
Community Service 
Projects. 

Chicken BBQ

Afton Free Library
105A Main Street
All programs begin at 
1:00pm and are free to 
the public
July 11 Juggler and 
Unicyclist Will Staf-
ford

July 18 Professor Klut-
zo’s “Moon Magic”
July 25 Magic by Mi-
chael
August 1  Make your 
own rocket with Ko-
pernik Observatory & 
Science Center

Earn prizes for reading, 
stay and play in our 
new Maker Space/Ac-
tivity Corner, and pick 
out some fun Summer 
books!
For more information, 
call 639-1212

The Afton Free Li-
brary presents “A 
Universe of Stories” 
during their summer 
library program which 
runs July 11th through 
August 1st from 
1-3pm. Special guests 
will be a Juggler and 
Unicyclist on July 11th, 
Professor Klutzo’s 
“Moon Magic” July 
18th, Magic by Mi-
chael July 25th, and 
make your own rocket 
with the Kopernick 
Observatory & Science 

Center on August 1st. 
     Children earn re-
wards by keeping track 
of their reading in 
reading logs. Top read-
ers in each age group 
win a special prize.
     Registration for “A 
Universe of Stories” 
begins on Thursday, 
July 11 at 12:30 PM.
     Enjoy a special 
show at 1:00pm with 
Juggler & Unicyclist 
Will Stafford. He will 
be doing some amaz-
ing tricks and giving 

some juggling tips. 
This show promises to 
be fun for the entire 
family! After the show 
pick out books, make 
a craft and enjoy our 
new Maker Space.
     All programs are 
free of charge. For 
more information, 
please call us at 639-
1212 or visit us on 
facebook. The Afton 
Free Library is located 
at 105A Main Street.

At its last meeting, the 
Butternut Valley Grange, 
Gilbertsville elected of-
ficers for the 2019-2021 
term.  Officers elected 
are:  Roger Halbert, Pres-
ident;  Douglas Dutcher, 
Vice President;  Barton 
Snedaker, Lecturer;  Na-
than Lull, Steward;  Nor-
man and Anna Ritchey, 
Assistant Stewards;  
Laura Palada,  Chaplain;  
Robert Evans, Treasurer;  
Roberta Halbert, Record-
ing Secretary;  Laurie 
Johnsen,  Corresponding 
Secretary;  Glenn Fos-
ter,  Gatekeeper;  Valerie 
Haynes, Ceres;  Tracy 
Youngs,  Pomona;  Molly 
Del Giacco, Flora;  Cathy 
Galley, 3 year term on 
Executive Board; and 
Richard Ballard,  Flag 
Bearer.  The new officers 
will be installed at the 
next meeting, Monday, 
July 8 at the Grange Hall, 
7 Bloom Street.  Com-
mittees for the coming 
year will also be on the 
agenda.
At the last meeting, ap-
preciation was shown to 
a group of twelve GMU 

students and their advi-
sor Larisa Waghorn, their 
advisor, for their work 
on the community work 
day when they stained 
the handicapped acces-
sibility ramp and also 
placed barriers along the 
back parking lot.  The 
By-Laws were revised to 
include a new member-
ship category, Honorary 
Members.  New members 
in this classification were 
then elected, Herman 
Botzow,  Barbara Butts, 
and Joanne Rowe.  Dis-
cussion ensued for tenta-
tive plans for our August 
12 meeting to be held at 
Chase Community Cen-
ter, New Berlin for a pic-
nic meeting and at which 
time, the Grange choir 
will provide a program 
for the residents of Chase 
Memorial.  The Grange 
also briefly discussed 
the invitation of a non-
member to coordinate a 
community talent show 
to benefit local projects.  
Details will be shared at 
the July business meet-
ing.  The annual end-of-
school- year awards for 

Gilbertsville-Mt. Upton, 
Morris, Unatego, and 
Unadilla Valley, totaling 
$400 were announced.   
Reservations for the 
Wednesday, August 28 
bus trip are now open.  
The trip includes a dinner 
cruise on Skaneateles 
Lake and the musical 
“South Pacific” at the 
Merry Go Round Theatre 
in Auburn.  Cost for this 
trip is $144 for Grange 
members and $154 for all 
other guests.  Rates for 
the trip are based on 30 
passengers and refunds 
will be made with 35 or 
more passengers.  Reser-
vations or questions  can 
be made by calling Roger 
Halbert, 783-2691.
Approved at the last 
meeting, the Grange’s 
start time has been 
moved to 7 p.m. and eval-
uation of its acceptance 
will take place.  Please 
note the change of time.  
Social committee for July 
8 is Paula Evans,  Mary-
anne Campbell,  Jim and 
Tracy Youngs, Bob Evans 
and Barton Snedaker.

Grange News

MILFORD-The 
Bostwick/Sperry/
Baldwin Family 
Reunion will be held 
on Sunday, July 14 
at 12 noon at the 
Wilber Park Pavilion 
in Milford, NY.  All 

descendants of Fran-
ces Bostwick Rob-
erts, Grace Bostwick 
Sperry, Louise Ella 
Bostwick Ritchey, 
Lee Bostwick, Ralph 
Bostwick and Percy 
Bostwick are invited 

and encouraged to 
come and enjoy visit-
ing and see cousins 
and  relatives.  Please 
bring a dish to pass, 
your own table ser-
vice and beverage.
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Sidney, NY – Dick 
Germond, President, 
Sidney Veterans 
Memorial Park As-
sociation (SVMPA), 
recently announced 
implementation of 
the Out & About 
Briefing Program to 
promote the beau-
tiful and region-
ally focused, Sidney 
Veterans Memorial 
Park, to both veteran 
support and other 
community organiza-
tions in the Southern 
Tier and Leatherneck 
Region.  

The park, first dedi-
cated Memorial Day 
Weekend 2016 with 
nearly 2,000 attend-
ing, has fast become 
acclaimed as a “jewel 
and must see” at-
traction here in this 
part of NYS and 
the Northeast.  In 
words, pictures, and 
short video, the 20-
25 minute program 
reviews the genesis of 
the park, its’ unique 
mission, and various 
elements that shine 
a light on both mili-

tary and non-military 
veterans - most espe-
cially on ‘how’ indi-
vidual veterans actu-
ally served the nation.  
Also, how veterans, 
or their families, may 
apply for veteran rec-
ognition in the park 
with an individual en-
graved granite name-
plate or plaque will 
be discussed.  

The SVMPA also 
hosts an impressive 
family oriented patri-
otic Annual Induction 
Ceremony on the Sat-
urday of each Memo-
rial Day Weekend.  
At the ceremony each 
veteran who has been 
honored by having a 
nameplate or plaque 

installed during the 
past year is recog-
nized by name, rank 
and service.   The 
5th Annual Induc-
tion Ceremony will 
be held on Saturday, 
May 23rd, 2020.   See 
the SVMPA website 
for additional infor-
mation and updates 
at: www.SidneyVet-
eransMemorialPark.
org.

To schedule the Out 
& About Briefing at a 
meeting of your orga-
nization, please con-
tact Dick Germond, 
SVMPA President, 
at (607) 643-8318; or, 
send e-mail to: fmf-
chief@gmail.com.

Regional Vet’s Park Initiates 
Promotion Program

SHARE THE BOUN-
TY MEAL FOR 
JUNE-Howard Hanna 
Real Estate Agents 
along with families 
served 160 . Pictured 
are left to right, Tony 
Aragoni, Joseph, Jacob 
and Charlie Thiel, Joan 
Hale, Vic Tartaglia, 
Dick Koppenaal and 
James Omahen. An 
appreciation to the 
members of the Sid-
ney United Methodist 
Church for assisting 
with the meal and also 

Andy Hinkley and 
Tonia Thiel for helping 
with cleanup. 

Share the Bounty was 
started September 
of 1998. Each month 
they have help from 
different faith based 
organizations and local 
businesses which pro-
vides a free hot cooked 
nutritious dinner to 
the Community usu-
ally the last Thursday 
of each month at the 
Sidney United Method-

ist Church . The host 
organization receives 
$400 to purchase 
food and they prepare 
a meal. Funds from 
Share the Bounty under 
the co-chairs of Mary 
VanderKrake Braun 
and   Jo Ann Aymar 
supply paper goods, 
milk, tea and coffee. 
The next meal will be 
prepared and served 
on July 25 from 4:30 to 
6:30 by Sacred Heart 
Church members.

SHARE THE BOUNTY MEAL

A Column of News & 
Comment by Senator 
James L. Seward

At the start of the 2019 
legislative session, I 
pledged to advance 
policies designed to 
improve New York’s 
economy, help reduce 
the crushing tax bur-
den, and combat popu-
lation loss.  Unfortu-
nately, that agenda did 
not mesh with the plans 
the New York City-cen-
tric leaders unleashed 
at the Capitol.

With liberal one-party 
rule taking over in 
Albany, it was evident 
very early during the 
session that the priori-
ties I hear from people 
every day were not on 
the minds of the new 
majority in charge.  
Property tax relief, help 
for our small business-
es, and strong public 
protection measures 
were ignored.  Instead, 
we were treated to $1 
billion in new taxes, 
driver’s licenses and 
free college for illegal 
immigrants, New York 
City style rent control, 
the demise of property 
tax relief checks, and 
unfriendly farm labor 
regulations which will 
hurt agriculture.

Despite being outnum-
bered, I joined with 
other like-minded Sen-
ate Republicans to offer 
positive, pro-active 
ideas to jumpstart our 
economy, tackle our 
affordability problem, 
and put the rights of 
crime victims and 
families first. 

Here are just a few of 
the proposals that I 
advocated in favor of 
that were rejected by 
the liberal majority:

A comprehensive pack-
age of tax cuts to help 
millions of hardwork-

ing New Yorkers;
Help for small busi-
nesses including a plan 
to cut taxes and allow 
small businesses to 
participate in the STAR 
Program;
A sweeping “Victims’ 
Justice Agenda” to 
restore common sense 
to our parole system, 
support law enforce-
ment, and protect crime 
victims;
An end to the 2% gross 
receipts tax on utilities 
to help reduce energy 
costs;
A loan forgiveness pro-
gram for recent college 
graduates who choose 
to stay and work in 
New York;
A school safety pack-
age that would enhance 
mental health counsel-
ling while funding a 
School Resource Of-
ficer program;
State funding for local 
governments to pay for 
early voting and other 
unfunded state man-
dates;
An end to unfunded 
mandates and an assur-
ance that no new laws 
will be approved in 
Albany that pass costs 
on to our local govern-
ments and schools, and 
ultimately, our taxpay-
ers;
A two-percent cap on 
state spending;
Strict campaign finance 
reforms that would 
have prohibited corpo-
rations, labor organiza-
tions, limited liability 
companies (LLCs), and 
other corporate entities 
from making campaign 
contributions.

On a positive note, I 
was pleased the senate 
approved several bills 
to improve limousine 
safety and crack down 
on annoying telemar-
keting phone calls.  
Unfortunately, the state 
assembly did not pass 
accompanying legisla-
tion so these matters 

will have to be revisited 
again next year.

Additionally, the two-
percent property tax 
cap is now permanent.  
I have long supported 
this tax relief mea-
sure and have helped 
pass senate legisla-
tion on a number of 
previous occasions to 
guarantee this savings 
tool.   However, as I 
have said in the past, 
for the property tax 
cap to truly deliver we 
need to end unfunded 
state mandates that 
tie the hands of local 
government officials.  
No mandate relief 
measures were passed 
this year and in fact, 
local governments will 
now have to prepare 
for plenty of new costs 
thanks to the state bud-
get and other Albany 
missteps.

New York ranks first 
in the nation for people 
moving out of state, 
and 40 percent of 
current New Yorkers 
believe they can no 
longer afford to live 
here.  State government 
needs to pay atten-
tion to those facts and 
change course.  Rais-
ing taxes and spending 
your dollars on pro-
grams that do not meet 
demonstrated needs 
will only exacerbate 
the problems we are 
now facing.

In the months ahead, 
I will be meeting with 
constituents to dis-
cuss what is needed 
to improve their daily 
lives, upgrade our com-
munities, and make 
New York a destination 
location rather than a 
departure point.  Mov-
ing forward, I will 
continue to focus on 
the concerns important 
to those who live and 
work in the 51st Senate 
District.

2019 LEGISLATIVE SESSION 
FALLS WELL SHORT

MORRIS-The Ot-
sego County Fair lo-
cated in Morris New 
York will be held 
Tuesday,  July 30 
through Sunday,  Au-
gust 4  The Exhibi-
tors book  to enter  
for all departments is 
know online for area 
residents interested 
in exhibiting during 
the fair.

Beginning on Mon-
day, July 1 the Entry 
clerk’s office will be 
open for registering 
your entries. Regular 

hours will be week-
days Monday thru 
Friday from 10 am to 
4 pm Saturdays July 
6 from 8 am to 1 pm, 
July 13 and 20 from 
8 am to 4 pm

.See other times 
online.

Closing dates to 
receive entries for all 
livestock, pre- regis-
tration for open horse 
shows  and camper 
registration will 
be July 13, and all 
entries in Floral Hall, 

antiques and grange 
entries by July 22.

A coloring contest 
for ages 12 and under 
is also the last page 
120  of the online 
book. All entries due 
at the entry clerk of-
fice by July 28.

Make plans to enter 
early for more infor-
mation for all classes

www.otsegocounty 
fair.org  or phone 
607-263-5289.
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