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SIDNEY- The annual 
banquet for honor 
students, families, 
Rotarians and guests 
was held Tueday, 
March  12 at the Sidney 
High School sponsored 
by the Rotary Club 
of Sidney.   Rotary 
President Larry 
Halbert emceed the 
event. District Rotary 
Governor Jeff Smith 
of the Endwell Rotary 
Club was the featured 
speaker. Members of 

the Lydia C. Mertz 
Sidney Chapter of the 
National Honor Society 
are pictured with 
Rotarians and School 
Staff.  Front row, 
left to right, Hannah 
Calkins, Lexi Cooper, 
District Governor 
Jeff Smith, Christina 
Worden, Hilde Savino,  
and Mariah Gifford. 
Back row, left to right, 
High School Principal 
Eben Bullock, School 
Counselor Sandra 

Egli, Sidney Rotary 
President Larry 
Halbert, Michael 
Gravelin, Aidan Neer, 
Collin Searles, Joseph 
Dewey, Matthew 
Hoskins, Honor 
Society Advisor Julia 
Althiser, Assistant 
Superintendent 
Kerri Johnston,  and 
School Counselor 
Jody Gravelin.  Honor 
Society  member 
missing from photo  
Alexander Smith.  

Annual Banquet held for Sidney National 
Honor Society

Photo credit Anna Ritchey

GMU’s Women for a 
Change club partnered 
with Cari-Ann 
Christensen and the 
school administration 
to bring a truly 
inspirational speaker 
to GMU on Thursday 
as part of Women ‘s 
History Month.

Brooke Bonney (center) 
appeared along with a 
panel of Women For 
Change club members 
that included (left to 
right) Natalie Pistor, 
Maya Farwell, Nina 

D’Amato, and Anika 
Christensen.

Brooke is the daughter 
of Mary Williams 
and GMU JV boys’ 
basketball coach 
Bruce Bonney. She 
was a three-year letter 
winner in track and 
field at Norwich High 
School, where she 
won the Eastern States 
100-meter hurdles in 
her senior year (2014).  
She was also a member 
of the National Honor 
Society.

Brooke is a grad 
student studying 
cell and molecular 
biology at Binghamton 
University and is one 
of the top Division 
1 college track and 
field athletes on the 
Northeast. She’s 
currently ranked 
number 1 in the 
northeast for weighted 
throw and number 
10 for shot put.  She 
spoke on topics such as 
self-care, motivation, 
coachability, and grit.

Making Women’s History:

To shine a positive light on our community;

To bring a positive online source for local news;

To provide top quality advertising and exposure to small local 
business owners so they can promote their services or products at 

affordable rates;

To give a strong voice to the arts and culture community;

To spread the word about all events taking place in the Delaware, 
Chenango, Otsego county area;

The “Chen-Del-O Post” is the only locally owned and operated online 
newspaper for local people, about local people, supporting local 

people.

“Your community news, modernized.”

Mission Statment
For Chen-Del-O Post

Sidney’s Irish for a Day Celebration
Check out the full story and more photos on page 6 & 7 



2 — Chen-Del-O Post — Wednesday, March 20, 2019

Cheerful ProsPeCt

Greene AmeriCAn leGion news

It is certainly a 
pleasure to write 
my first column for 
this new enterprise 
in local journalism. 
My parents would 
also be pleased and 
interested to see 
where it will lead. 
My dad always used 
to tell us kids how 
important a small 
town newspaper is 
to the community (in 
particular the bowling 
scores… that’s a 
humorous aside that 
I may explain further 
some day).

In any case, he would 
contrast the job of 
a small town paper 
with that of the large 
city in this way: “The 
big city papers tell 
all the news that’s 
fit to print, the good, 
the bad and the ugly. 
However, a small 
paper’s job is to 
reflect the community 
back to itself, not the 
ugly or the bad, but 
its best self when it’s 
on its good behavior. 
This helps people 
to feel that they are 
achieving what they 
aspire to, whether it 
is the prize for the 
best pie at the county 
fair or the installation 
of trash barrels 
painted by the Girl 
Scouts for keeping 
the main street clean. 
It gives them hope 
that they can aspire to 

even more, a happy, 
healthy, thriving 
town where people 
feel safe to raise their 
kids and attend their 
church and build a 
good life.”

I am paraphrasing, 
of course, combining 
the themes of several 
remarks of his over 
the years. He did not 
come to Greene, N.Y. 
as a young man with 
three kids in tow and 
a French professor 
wife, understanding 
this philosophy. His 
concept of journalism 
had been formed by 
muck raking and 
yellow journalism 
in the counties 
surrounding New 
York City, hard-
hitting, invasive and 
‘in search of the 
truth’.

It was small-town 
people who taught 
him a kinder, gentler, 
healthier way to 
‘do news’. His first 
lesson was when he 
decided the bowling 
scores weren’t ‘news’, 
and that reports 
from hamlets like 
Chenango Bridge and 
Upper Lisle weren’t 
‘news’. Boy, did he 
get an earful! The 
next was when he 
covered town council 
meetings with much 
truth and little tact. 
It took seven years 

for him to live that 
down, but he did live 
it down and come to 
love and understand 
what people wanted 
from him and to 
provide it.

It was a blow to 
discover that the 
network of salvaged, 
almost-went-
under-decades-ago 
newspapers that he 
and my mom built 
and maintained for so 
many years, and died 
leaving intact and 
flourishing, finally 
was deep-sixed by 
non-small-towners, 
a big news group in 
Pennsylvania. So 
I tip my figurative 
hat to Samantha 
Appeldorn and her 
team for setting out 
on this new venture 
to re-imagine the 
small-town paper in 
an internet format. 
Let us all encourage 
her and her people 
and pray for their 
success. Many 
people have told me 
how important the 
old papers were for 
keeping track of what 
is going on and what 
everyone else is up 
to in their individual 
communities. Feel 
free to investigate 
this enterprise and 
let them know what 
you would like to be 
able to read here. I 
certainly shall!

Area Seniors Invited to 
Lancaster, PA trip

The Tri-County 
Senior Center invites 
area senior citizens to 
join them in a two-
day trip to Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania on 
June 20th and 21st. 
Departure will be 
from Sidney with 
pickups in Oneonta 
and Harpursville 
available. Day 
one will feature 
a guided tour of 
Amish farmlands 
followed by lunch in 
an authentic Amish 
home. After checking 
in at the luxurious 
Best Western Eden 
Resort Hotel and a 
brief rest, you will 
travel to the Dutch 
Apple Dinner Theatre 
for dinner selected 
from the menu and 
an evening stage 

performance of the 
delightful Lerner 
and Loewe musical, 
Camelot. Day two 
will begin with 
breakfast at the hotel, 
then you’ll be off 
to spend the day at 
the famous Green 
Dragon Farmers 
Market in Ephrata, 
PA before heading 
home with an early 
evening arrival 
anticipated. Cost of 
the trip will depend 
on the number of 
people staying in 
your hotel room. 
Reservations must be 
made by April 30 and 
full payment received 
by May 17. For details 
and to reserve your 
spot, call Carol at 
607-563-8065.

The Greene Legion 
Post is planning for 
upcoming events. We 
are going to interview 
girls for the Girls 
Leadership Day. If 
you are a Junior at 
Greene HS or a parent 
of one please contact 
Counselor Mr. Butler 
about participating. 
We are also planning 
for the Memorial 
Day Parade and look 
forward to having all 
who have served join 
us.

If you have a question 
about the Post, 
donations, activities, 
and or want to buy 
items(Flags-grave 
markers, branch 
cups,etc). Please, please 
call us at 607-431-8286 
or drop a note at our 
PO Box 149 Greene, 
NY 13778. All official 
business should go 
to our mail box. Also 
please put tattered 
flags in the lectern we 

have on the S Canal St 
entrance to the Greene 
library. Please check 
the  STVSG.org web 
page and our Greene 
Legion web page for 
veteran activities in the 
area. 

If you have a 
veteran, widow, or 
active duty military 
member(Guard-
Reserve-Active) in 
need of help, please call 
any of the following 
groups: Veterans 
Crisis Line 1-800-273-
8255, Binghamton 
Vet Center 772-2393, 
VA Outreach Center 
772-9100, County 
Outreach Officer 
724-1299, Southern 
Tier Veterans Support 
Group 205-8332, Post 
Chaplain or other 
questions J Koopman. 
A whole additional list 
of support services are 
available in a pamphlet 
put out by the Southern 
Tier American Red 

Cross. Copies are at the 
Greene Library.

Many area veteran 
organizations and 
health care folks are 
concerned about the 
Oxford Vet’s Home. 
It is so hard to get 
deserving vets into the 
home. The home still 
is supposedly short 
staffed with one wing/
cottage supposedly 
empty. It has been an 
issue for far too long. 
Veterans and their 
families are losing 
out. Please contact 
Area state Legislators, 
Senators Akshar and 
Seward, Assembly 
folks Crouch, Lupardo, 
and Finch. These 
folks need to hear 
your concern. Vets at 
the home are getting 
wonderful care by 
the workers in a great 
facility IF they can get 
in. 

This week’s Hero 
of Greene is Joseph 

Villante. He was 
born in 1922. He 
entered The US 
Army in 1940. 

He did his Basic 
Training at Ft Dix, 

NJ. He did his 
Advanced  Training 

in the Signal 
Corps and went to 
Officers Candidate 

School. He was 
stationed On the 

Burma Road, 
Burma during the 
war. He rose to 

the rank of 1st Lt. 
He was Honorably 

discharged on 
November 11, 
1945. Greene 

and America are 
grateful to Joseph 
and his family for 
their dedication to 
America’s freedom.

By Alicia Marsland 
Geromel
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First of all, we would 
like to thank the 
Chen-Del-O for the 
opportunity to write 
for their newspaper. 
We know the local 
community felt a great 
sense of loss when 
the Tri-Town News 
ceased publication after 
providing the news 
for so many years. We 
wish this new venture 
much success. We 
resume our writings in 
West Virginia which 
we visited last October.
 
As we traveled the 
mountains of northern 
West Virginia, on 
our journey south, 
we couldn’t help but 
notice the topography. 
Here in New York we 
have a ridge of hills 
that run parallel to 
our rivers with many 
rolling hills outside of 
the valleys. This area 
of West Virginia was 
quite different. On both 
sides of the road the 
terrain was dotted with 
steep hilltops. This 
was not good farming 
country. The roads 
were constantly up and 
down and winding.
 
Being avid history 
buffs, we decided to 
stop at a couple of Civil 
War battlefields. Our 
first stop was Rich 
Mountain Battlefield 
near Beverly. This site 
was a mountain pass on 
a turnpike that was the 
primary wagon route 
through the rugged 
Allegany Mountains 
and connected the 
Shenandoah to the 
Ohio River. Needless 
to say, this road was of 
the  utmost strategic 
importance and 
was one of the first 
engagements of the 
American Civil War.
 
On July 11, 1861, 
Union forces, under the 
command of General 
George McClennan, 
decided to take this 
mountain pass. To 
accomplish this goal 
they recruited the 
help of a young, local, 
Union sympathizer to 
lead a brigade to the 
top behind the main 
Confederate works. 
Their guide was 22 
year old David Hart 
and he was intimately 
familiar with Rich 
Mountain as his family 
farm was located 
at the top. After a 
long and difficult 
march they reached 
their destination. 
They surprised 
the outnumbered 
Confederate forces 

and although the 
Southerners fought 
ferociously they were 
defeated.
 
Other than some 
historical markers 
and trails very little 
remains on this lonely, 
quiet mountain. The 
farm that was once 
there had disappeared 
many years ago. On the 
day we visited, a light 
dusting of snow was 
on the ground. In the 
woods we discovered 
numerous touching 
inscriptions carved 
in the rocks by battle 
veterans for their fallen 
comrades.
 
Not far from Rich 
Mountain was another 
battle site. At Laurel 
Hill, Confederate 
General Garnett 
awaited reinforcements. 
When Rich Mountain 
fell to Union forces his 
army was cut off. In 
his attempt to retreat he 
was killed. He was the 
first general to fall in 
action during the Civil 
War.
 
Although these 
two battles were 
relatively minor 
their strategic and 
political importance 
impacted the rest 
of the war. Control 
of this important 
transportation route 
made it difficult to 
supply Confederate 
troops for the war’s 
duration. General 
McClennan’s victories 
helped earn him the 
nickname of “young 
Napolean” and he went 
on to command the 
entire Union army. 
The Union forces 
isolating the western 
counties from the rest 
of Virginia allowed that 
area to secede from 
Virginia and ultimately 
become the state of 
West Virginia on June 
20, 1863. Virginia was 
a Confederate state 
but West Virginia 
became a state with 

Union sympathies to 
the North. I can’t quite 
imagine how some 
soldiers felt when they 
started the war as a 
Southern sympathizer 
fighting for their 
cause and now found 
themselves under a 
state that was loyal to 
the Union. 
 
We spent some time 
here at Laurel Hill near 
Belington and hiked 
through woodlots and 
meadows. There was 
a small cemetery with 
Confederate soldiers 
buried there. Each July 
this area comes alive 
once again as soldiers 
and civilians in period 
dress re-enact the 
Battle of Laurel Hill.
 
On that frosty morning 
we also quickly visited 
another cemetery in 
the town where we 
had stayed. A cannon 
from the Civil War 
was positioned at the 
entrance. We were 
very pleased to find 
a porcelain picture of 
a Civil War soldier in 
his uniform displayed 
on his gravestone. 
This personalizes 
the grave for us and 
was a reminder of the 
youthful soldiers who 
died in this conflict.
 
Driving a little further 
we dropped out of the 
mountains and into 
a huge expanse of 
slightly rolling farming 
country. We felt as if 
we had somewhere 
made a wrong turn and 
were now in Montana 
- Big Sky Country. It 
was beautiful. We had 
not driven far when 
we saw a low knoll 
far off in the distance 
and we could make out 
gravestones!
 
Soon we saw a sign for 
McNeel  Cemetery est. 
1774. We got excited 
when we saw it was for 
early settlers. An old 
cemetery was just what 
we had been searching 

for. As we went down 
the gravel road we saw 
a Dead End sign. At 
the end of the road we 
could see a few ranch 
buildings and a house. 
Our hopes diminished  
as we wondered if we 
could even gain access.
 
Getting closer we saw 
the end of a very old 
barn with weathered, 
hand hewn logs just 
like we had seen out 
West. A younger man 
was working a few beef 
cows in the corrals and 
we asked if we could 
see the cemetery. He 
said sure as long as we 
did not mind opening 
and closing a few gates.
 
He opened the first 
gate for us. As we 
proceeded down the 
lane we saw a huge old 
abandoned house. We 
hoped we were going to 
drive by it so we could 
get a closer look but 
that was not to be. We 
veered off to the right 
and had to open a gate. 
Two more gates later 
and we were in the 
cemetery.
 
The trees were sparse 
on this wind swept 
knoll but the view was 
tremendous. We looked 
all around taking 
in the breathtaking 
scenery. The ranch 
was off in the distance, 
surrounded by 
farmland and pasture, 
all encompassed by 
low hills and then the 
mountains. The view 
alone was worth the 
drive up. The cemetery 
stones looked pretty 
much run of the mill 
but then we saw 
something different.
 
 
Before us was the 
gravestone of “ John 
Bruffey, Native 
of Ireland and 
Revolutionist under 
Wayn (sic), U.S.A., died 
1807 aged 55.” The 
stone was strangely 
shaped, rectangular 

with a large pointed 
top, almost diamond 
like. But what really 
intrigued us was what 
lay behind it. Between 
the headstone and 
footstone was a stone 
slab that was coffin 
shaped. Each end was 
sitting on another 
stone that was next 
to the headstone and 
footstone so that the 
slab was about one foot 
above the ground. We 
were amazed as we had 
never seen anything 
like this before. We 
saw five others with 
each headstone having 
a different shape. This 
discovery was one of 
the highlights of our 
trip.
 
When we left we 
stopped and thanked 
the rancher for allowing 
us on his property.  We 
told him how special 
and unique those six 
stones were. The father 
was there now and he 
jokingly said they make 
nice picnic tables. We 
learned the ranch is 
now being run by the 

seventh generation. 
What a legacy this 
family has.
 
Another cemetery we 
stopped at was Indian 
Mound Cemetery in 
Romney, established 
in 1859 around a 
Hopewellian Indian 
mound. There was a 
wonderful stone bell 
tower constructed in 
1925. Other notable 
features were statuary, 
a table tomb, a 
beautiful home-made 
quartz monument, 
mausoleums, and many 
other nice stones. We 
especially enjoyed 
the first Confederate 
Memorial  established 
in 1867. There we 
found 20 thick iron 
cross memorials. On 
one side you had CSA 
for Confederate States 
of America with their 
flag in the center. On 
the other side were the 
dates 1861-1865 with a  
wreath in the middle. 
This cemetery was 
an exceptional find 
and a real joy to stroll 
through.

Cemetery lovers by tinA & DAle utter

Battlefields and 
Cemeteries
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On Thursday, March 
28, the Tri-County 
Seniors will sponsor 
a program entitled 
Decluttering Chaos at 
2:00 pm in the Smart 
Community Room 
of Sidney Public 
Library. Professional 
organizer Christine 
Wurtz will speak on 
ways to declutter and 
organize all areas of 
the home with safety 
in mind. Christine 

is a member of the 
National Association 
of Productivity 
and Organizing 
Professionals (NAPO). 
The program is free 
and aimed at senior 
citizens, but open to the 
public. Preregistration 
is requested by signing 
up at the Tri-County 
Senior Center or calling 
Carol at 607-563-8065 
by March 25.

Tri-County Seniors to present 
program on decluttering your 

home

Thursday March 
21, 2019 from 
5-630 pm
Mount Upton 

United Methodist 
Church
Free Will Offering
All Are Welcome

Community Dinner

GILBERTSVILLE-
The annual Soup 
Sampler and 
Sandwich Luncheon 
will be held on 
Saturday, March 
23  at the New Life 
Fellowship Hall, 
Baptist Church., 
Commercial Street, 
Gilbertsville  

Serving will be 
from 11:30 am to 
1:00 pm with a 
variety of  approx. 
10 to 12 soups to 
sample along with  
sandwiches  and hot 
dogs.  Variety of 
homemade cakes for 
dessert.  Take out 
available.

Luncheon

Save the dates!  Here 
are our upcoming 

Unadilla NY Days for 
Girls Team Sewing 

Events... 

Wednesday evenings 
5:30p-8p

New Hope Community 
Church 

45 Stockton Ave. Wal-
ton NY

First Saturday of each 
month 10a-4p

Sew Nice, 6142 NY-12, 
Norwich, NY 

March 16th Walton 
High School Cafeteria
Students community 

service project. 
Open to public. 

10a-5p 47-49 Stockton 
Ave. Walton NY

April 13th Unadilla 
First Presbyterian 

Church
10a-5p 156 Main St. 

Unadilla, NY

April 18th Unadilla 
First Presbyterian 

Church
10a-5p 156 Main St. 

Unadilla, NY

 Donation Opportunities  
Unadilla NY Team email: unadillany@daysforgirls.org  

Days for Girls International website www.daysforgirls.org  

  

The Unadilla NY Days for Girls Team is just one of many teams/chapters in 
a global network of volunteers sewing and assembling Days for Girls Feminine Hygiene Kits.  

These kits are distributed to many women and girls around the world so they can stay in school during their menstrual 
cycle and gain self esteem. A kit contains 1 bag, 2 shields, 8 liners, 2 pairs of underpants, a washcloth, a small bar of 

soap, and 2 Ziplock® brand freezer bags. We hold to a strict standard as each kit is made so it can last 3-5 years.  
We welcome the items below in addition to cash donations. Volunteers are always welcome to our sewing events. 

  

TRAVEL SIZE SOAP BARS  
A small bar of soap is included in each kit. New unused bars, like those from hotels, are greatly appreciated.  

  

 

GIRLS BRIEF STYLE UNDERPANTS  
Each Hygiene kit contains two new pairs of same size underpants. We require girls size 8,10,12,14, and 16. 
Cotton or a cotton blend brief/hipster styles underpants are best (no thong or bikini styles please). Colors are 
best, but we can also dye white ones.  
 

 WASHCLOTHS  
Each kit will include a cotton washcloth. No kitchen dish clothes and medium to dark colors are best.  

 

 ZIPLOCK ® FREEZER BAGS  
Each kit contains two 1-gallon size ziplock brand FREEZER bags (not the slider kind as they need to be 
able to hold water for soaking purposes). Ziplock brand, the freezer kind not the Ziplock’s storage,(They 
must be freezer) has proven to be the most durable and long lasting as this is the “worlds tiniest washing 
machine”.  

 

TWILL TAPE OR GROSS GRAIN RIBBON  
Each drawstring bag uses two 40” pieces of 5/8 inch gross grain ribbon. Colors are 
best.  

 

 POLYESTER THREADS  
We will use a lot of thread sewing up these beautiful kits. Spool/Cones colors 
most used are red, pink, purple, green, blue, black, gray, and orange.  

  

 
FLANNEL and COTTON FABRICS  
The beauty of these kits are that they are all different. No coordinat-
ed set required. The bags and shields are made from 100 % quilters 
quality cotton. The girls love these bags and carry them with pride 
so the more beautiful the better. Dark colored fabric with patterns 
are best, as they help to hide stains. Suggestions are botanical, 
geometrical and batiks. For cultural reasons, please no camouflage, words, cartoons, or 

animals except butterflies. The liners are made from 100% cotton flannel and we use the same as described above. If 
you have time, pre-washing the fabrics is always appreciated.  
 

Please Email for all question and to arrange drop off/pick up for local donations.  
unadillany@daysforgirls.org  

To submit an event, 
email

 chendelopost@gmail.com 
or visit us at 

chendelopost.com
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Attend this FREE EVENT April 5th and 6th!!
Vendors, Guest Speakers,  free giveaways and more......

Utica  

ZooMobile  

Both Days!!

More information on back
Our Major Sponsor 

through Grant Funding 

 Our Lead Corporate  
Healthcare Sponsor

The Grand Prize Sponsor 

 

 2019 AT THE  
FOOTHILLS PERFORMING ARTS CENTER 

Market Street in Oneonta 
Friday April 5th, 2019 from 10am - 3pm 

Saturday April 6th, 2019 from 10am to 3pm 

COME AND SUPPORT 
THE GREAT  

LIVING HEALTHIER 
FOOD DRIVE 

to benefit the Otsego County  
food pantries and feeding programs. 
For every  3 food items you donate , 

you receive a ticket for the grand 
prize drawings.

 Our Event Sponsor

Helio Health is providing onsite 
Narcan Training during the event

MANY 

GIVEAWAYS!!*

  

Only at the Expo....

And Best of All 

THE GREAT  

BICYCLE 

 GIVEAWAY IS BACK 

Sponsored By:

Countless resources and services under one roof.

Event vendors and auditorium 
schedule  subject to change

-FREE TRAVEL MUGS to 
the first 100 adults 
- FREE Radon Test kits 
for Otsego County 
Residents 
- Tumblers, Water 
Bottles, Lanyards 
- $5 Bike Helmets 
*while Supplies last

- Office for the Aging 
- Lyme Disease Education  
- Pain Management 
- Rabies Prevention experts 
- Mental Health Screenings 
- Physical Health Screenings 
- ONSITE NARCAN TRAINING

- Mental Health Services 
- Cancer Screenings 
- Family Planning  
- Otsego County PHN 
-" Ask the Doc" Sessions 
- Health Navigation 
- Opioid Education
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Irish for a Day

Photo credit Anna Ritchey

Saturday marked the 
2nd annual Irish for 
a Day Celebration 

and Parade in down-
town Sidney. Sidney’s 

Chamber of Commerce 
hosted the event which 
included a parade and 
marketplace for local 
vendors. The parade 
included many lo-

cal groups including, 
Sidney and Unadilla 

Fire Departments, ABC 
Dance Studio, Studio B 
Dance Studio, antique 
car clubs, local cheer-
leaders, local union 

members, women of the 
social group Red Hat 

Pussycats, local gyms, 
Forever Home Grey-
hound Adoptions, RC 
Sales, Sidney Moose 
Lodge, Chen-Del-O 

Post, and Leatherstock-
ing Pipe Ban. 

In addition to the 
parade, B.J the Clown 
entertained the youth 
of the community and 
local vendors set up to 
sell homemade crafts 
and good. In a tent at 

the end of the mar-
ketplace, Awestruck 
Ciders, Cooperstown 
Brewery, and Muddy 
River Farm offered 

tasting of their prod-
ucts. Sidney Flowers 
and Gifts on Main 
Street handed out 

green flowers for locals 
in attendance. Mike 

Gavin sold sausage and 
peppers out side of his 

store front, and the Del-
aware Valley Humane 
Society sold popcorn 

in front of the Barking 
Cat Boutique. Also, a 
benefit sale was held 
in front of the Joshua 

House to help the local 
group. Sidney’s Public 
Library held events all 

day and Harrington 
Art Gallery held a open 
gallery for parade goers 
who wanted to escape 
the cold. In addition 
local restaurants in-

cluding the Community 
Lounge offered St. Pat-
rick Day themed meals 

and drinks.
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obituAries

Unadilla- Ralph A. 
Vanderlip, 71, of Un-
adilla passed away 
peacefully at home 
surrounded by his 
family on Tuesday, 
March 12, 2019.  He 

was born on December, 
13, 1947, the son of the 
late Harry and Jeanette 
Cook Vanderlip.  Ralph 
married Martha Scott 

Vanderlip on June 
24, 1972 in Unadilla, 
NY.  Ralph grew up 
in Cannonsville, NY 

where his family owned 
and operated the Gen-
eral Store.  In 1962, his 
family moved to Un-

adilla where he attended 
Unatego Central School 
and graduated in 1966.  
Ralph received a de-

gree from SUNY Delhi 
in Hotel Restaurant 
Management.  Upon 

graduation, he went on 
to manage at the Mar-

riott Corporation in the 
Washington D.C. area, 
operated a restaurant 
with his brother in 

Rochester NY, then he 
returned to Unadilla 

where he was the chef 
of the Unadilla House 
for twenty-six years.  

Ralph will be remem-
bered by many for his 

excellent cuisine.  Ralph 
was a lifelong fan of the 
New York Giants, New 
York Yankees, Syracuse 

Orangemen and the 

Unatego Spartans.  He 
also liked watching and 
playing golf and visit-
ing his parent’s cottage 
in the 1000 Islands in 
his spare time.  Ralph 
was an avid gardener 

and fisherman as well.  
In addition to his wife 
Martha, he is survived 
by his children Aaron 

Vanderlip, Brad Vander-
lip  (Kaleigh Barber) 
and Katie (JR) James; 
sister Anne (Jim) Pel-

licano and brother Keith 
(Donalda) Vanderlip; 
grandchildren Avery 

and Liam James, Reed 
and Griffen Vanderlip 
and many nieces and 

nephews. 
A Celebration of Life 

will be held in his honor 
on Saturday, March 

30th at the Unadilla Rod 
and Gun Club at 1:00.  
For those who wish to 

donate in Ralph’s honor, 
please consider contrib-

uting to the Unadilla 
Emergency Squad 77 

Clifton Street Unadilla, 
NY 13849 or Catskill 

Area Hospice 297 River 
Street Service Road 
Suite 1 Oneonta, NY 
13820.  Online condo-
lences may be made 

at:   www.wmaddenfh.
com.  Arrangements by 
the Westcott-Madden 

Funeral Home 123 Main 
Street Unadilla.

 Ralph A. Vanderlip

On Sunday, March 3, 
2019 Kathleen Harris 
of Harpursville passed 
away at the age of 95.  

Kathleen was preceded 
in death by her hus-

band, Glen & daughter 
Constance Curtin & 
granddaughter, Mi-

chelle Curtin.  She is 
survived by 3 children 

and their families, 
Timothy & Philomena, 
Binghamton, Phaye & 
Dick Geiger, Clinton, 

TN, Norman Harris, N. 
Afton and 4 grandchil-

dren, Richard Harris, 
Ronald & Phillip Cur-
tin & Crystal Harris.  
A graveside service 

will be held at a later 
date.    Online condo-
lences may be made 

at:   www.omaddenfh.
com.  Arrangements by 
the Osterhoudt-Madden 

Funeral Home 69-71 
Maple Street Harpurs-

ville.  A MADDEN 
FAMILY FUNERAL 

HOME.

 Kathleen Harris

Alice M. Stickles, 95 
of Binghamton passed 
away Sun. March 3, 
2019 at Bridgewater 

Nursing Facility.  She 
was predeceased by 
her husband, Donald 
J. Stickles and sis-

ter, Elizabeth Oakley 
Kane.  She is survived 
by her daughter, Linda 
Miller, Binghamton, 

son, Richard Stickles, 
Alabama, 5 grandchil-
dren, Rachel Miller, 

Jaclyn Miller, Jason & 
Rebekah Stickles, Sean 

& Rebecca Stickles, 
Victoria Stickles, 8 

great grandchildren, a 
sister, Donna Gelatt, 

Susquehanna, 2 broth-
ers & sisters-in-law, 
Wayne & Catherine 
Burman, Whitney 

Point, George & Bar-
bara Burman, Ephrata, 

PA and also several 

nieces and nephews.  
She was a member of 

First Baptist Church of 
Johnson City.  

Memorial Services 
were held at the First 
Baptist Church, 1321 

Reynolds Rd. Johnson 
City  Mon. at 6 p.m.  
Rev. James Murphy, 

Pastor was to officiate.  
Burial will be in Spring 
Forest Cemetery, Bing-
hamton at a later date.  
The family received 

friends at the First Bap-
tist Church on Mon. 

from 5 to 6 p.m. prior 
to service.  Online con-
dolences may be made 
at:   www.omaddenfh.
com.  Arrangements by 
the Osterhoudt-Madden 

Funeral Home 69-71 
Maple Street Harpurs-

ville. A MADDEN 
FAMILY FUNERAL 

HOME.

 Alice M. Stickles

Larry was born on 
August 24, 1950 and 
passed away on Sat-

urday, March 2, 2019. 
Larry was a resident 
of Sidney, New York 
at the time of pass-
ing. Larry served 
his country in the 

United States Army 
from 1970-71 and was 
honorably discharged. 
Larry is survived by 

his wife, Betty (Reyn-
olds) Beers, Sidney Son 

- Chris (Lori) Beers, 
Minoa 2 Daughters, 

Missy Beers, Norwich 
Jamie Beers, Norwich 
Grandchildren - Mad-

elyn, Ava and Alex 
Beers, Dashawn King, 
Ky’sawn, Jae’lynne and 
Ja’nella Veale Brothers 
- Stanley (Kate) Beers, 

Sidney Karl (Judy) 

Beers, Masonville Sis-
ters - Betty McWherter, 

Franklin Grace (Ed) 
Backus, Sidney Center 
Joan (Stephen) Merritt, 
Lebanon, CT Numer-
ous Nieces, nephews 

and cousins Larry was 
also predeceased by 

his brothers, James and 
Victor Friends called 
Friday, March 8, 2019 
from 6-8 PM at C.H. 

Landers Funeral Chapel 
21 Main St. Sidney A 
memorial service was 

held Saturday, March 9, 
2019 at 11:00 AM at the 
funeral chapel In lieu 
of flowers memorial 
contributions may be 
directed to University 

of Rochester Medi-
cal Center Division of 

Cardiac Surgery.

Larry Beers

To place an obituary 
or memorial  

contact 
chendelopost@gmail.com

or visit our website
chendelopost.com
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loCAl stuDent seCtion

Heart Life
Life coursing through my veins

From my head to my toes
Hearts sewn together by love

Hands intertwined
A gentle squeeze

Life coursing through my veins

Eyes bright with desire
Soft with a calm glow

Hearts sewn together by love

Faces tethered close
Steady exchange of breath

Life coursing through my veins

Voices spiraling over
Light trills of laughter

Hearts sewn together by love

Drawn nearer by a force
Warmth passing from skin to skin

Life coursing through my veins
Hearts sewn together by love

Amy Bentley
Junior at Greene High School

The Man’s shoes 
clicked on the cold 
tile floor, checkered 
black and white. Hands 
behind his back, he 
turned, glancing over 
his shoulder at the little 
man scurrying behind 
him, “Jeeves, don’t you 
think this floor just sets 
the tone for the whole 
Home?”
“Yes, sir. Very nice, 
sir.”
“I really do think so, 
and I’m glad you agree. 
You should have this 
put in your quarters, 
Jeeves. Would that 
make you happy?”
“Of course sir. I’m very 
grateful, sir.” He bent 
his head down and 
scribbled frantically on 
the clipboard tucked in 
his arm.
The Man stopped in 
front of one of the 
doors lining the hall-
way, peering through 
the thick glass. “Jeeves, 
who is this boy?”
“Jeremiah. We saved 
him three months ago. 
He has not opened his 
mind to our solution, 
and he has been unco-
operative. His release 
date has been set for 
the 14th.”
On the other side of 
the door, the check-
ered floor stretched 
out of sight into the 
shadows. A distance 
away, a boy sat on the 
floor, arms wrapped 
around his knees. His 
sandy hair hung over 
his eyes, shifting as he 
rocked back and forth. 
He began twitching his 
head side to side. When 
he caught sight of the 
Man, he leapt to his 
feet, his face turning to 

murderous anger. He 
yelled something, but 
no sound escaped the 
room.
As the boy’s feet 
pounded into the tile, 
the Man turned and 
continued through the 
hallway, saying, “Un-
fortunate.” He peered 
through more windows 
as he passed them, ob-
serving the habitants’ 
behaviors. One women 
laughed and coughed 
as she jumped between 
her heels, her gray 
curls bouncing. One 
boy tossed a green ball 
at the door, following 
it with his eyes until it 
didn’t move anymore.
The Man stopped at an-
other door, “ We should 
have more refugees like 
this one.” He smiled, 

“Rosaline, right?”
“Yes, sir.”
“Isn’t she pretty?”
The girl sat in a black 
metal chair. A small 
white wall had been 
constructed, and she 
pressed her head into it. 
Her hands were frozen 
into claws, one hand 
pressed into her thigh 
and the other cover-
ing her face. She wore 
a light-colored floral 
dress, black flats, and 
socks bunched around 
her ankles. The white 
wall had crude marker 
drawings covering its 
surface. 
Grass 
and 
leaves 
cov-
ered the 
ground, and 

a sun shone over the 
landscape. Birds flew 
in the sky alongside the 
clouds. In front of the 
girl was a picturesque 
castle with a pointed 
spire and a flag blow-
ing taught in the wind. 
The girl had her back 
turned to a figure with 
a buttoned dress. Its 
face was contorted 
into dark, pointed eyes 
and a wide smile with 
spiked hair.
“Open the door, 
Jeeves.” The Man 
smiled.

Facing Up to Reality

Amy Bentley

Junior at Greene High School

To submit student’s work, 
email

 chendelopost@gmail.com 
or visit us at 

chendelopost.com

Upcoming issues will contain more local sports, 
events, articles and much more! Please help us 

make this a great local resource for your commu-
nity news! To submit content, email 
chendelopost@gmail.com or visit us 

at chendelopost.com
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The following students 
have been named to the 
Honor Roll and High 
Honor Roll for the sec-
ond quarter.

Honor Roll Criteria:
Quarterly average of 
87 – 92 with no grade 
below a 70 and no 
incompletes
High Honor Roll Cri-
teria:
Quarterly average of 
93 – 100 with no grade 
below a 70 and no 
incompletes

5th Grade – Honor Roll
Jeffrey Barnes
Rian Beismer
Ryan Davis
Maya Eberly
Olivia Fletcher
Natalie Gross
Jaden Kuhn
Jade Lindroth
Madison Lockwood
Kira Nolan
Kylee O’Connell
Trenton Odell
Alivia Plows
Blake SanSoucie
Paige Smith
Alivia Vitek
Adam Yasser

5th Grade – High 
Honor Roll

Alice Dibble
Bailey Howard
Kyle Keuhn
Mackenzi Marron
Dannaka Rasmussen
Latham Retz
Kaylin Williams

6th Grade – Honor Roll
Avriel Correll
Barbara Fletcher
Kaleigh Gee
Matthew Manwarren
Noah Pain
Chase Simonds
Lindsay Turnbull

6th Grade – High 
Honor Roll
Ariana Cornell
Quinn Covington
Kyra Demmon
Skylar Lindroth
Emma Alexis Peck
Natalie Raymond
Anthony Shinol
Alyssa Sorochinsky
Hailee Walrod

7th Grade – Honor Roll
Nicholas Bertrand
Kadence Canfield
Rylee Lum

7th Grade –  High 
Honor Roll
Mackenzie Barnes

Tait Christensen
Alexis Clement 
Leah Cotton
Taylor Gager
Devon Hartwell
Andrew Stone
Ella Thatford
Morgan Williams 

8th Grade – Honor Roll
Brackon Banks
Mya Gross
Connor Lenhardt
Dante Manwarren
Rylan McNamara
Binaca Plows
Aubree Palmer
Brian Wilson
Nevaeh Wright

8th Grade – High 
Honor Roll
Hannah Bonczkowski
Mackenzie Cherry
Carly Davis
Corbin Demmon
Kendra Dunham
Connor Eberly
Brennan Finch
Kendra Hammond
Fiona Held
Ethan Joslyn
Kross Lund
Megan Perrine
Rene Posner
Kacie Turnbull
Kali Wilcox

9th Grade – Honor Roll
Tammy Barnes

Ashlyn Marron
Ryan McCall
Daniel Tompkins

9th Grade – High 
Honor Roll
Anika Christensen
Angelina Correll
Kailah Davis
Lane Dibble
Maya Farwell
Morgan Keuhn
Dylan McVey
Nicole Meyers
Madeline Pain
Dalton Proskine
Lauren Radwan
Alivia Retz
Samantha Shinol
Payton Talbot
Skye Wilson

10th Grade – Honor 
Roll
Shayne Christian
Tyler Joslyn

10th Grade – High 
Honor Roll
Gavin Bonczkowski
Aplonia Drapaniotis
Emily Hammond
Olivia Held
Kyle Meyers
Zan SanSoucie
Theodore Sharkey

11th Grade – Honor 
Roll

Savannah Bresee
Dominick Carey
Kalvyn Cole
Thomas Mealey
Chelsea Pope
Brandon Seward
Austin Smith

11th Grade – High 
Honor Roll
Ethan Charron
Kaitlyn Fuller
Rebecca Fuller
Zachary Grabo
Sawyer Hinman
Vanessa Nelson
Ethan Newman
Kyli Odell
Samuel Piedmonte
Sadra Smith
Airyana Wright

12th Grade – Honor 
Roll
Katherine Backman
Hunter Christian
Kathryn Hawkins
Andrew Meyers
Andrea Smith
Corey Wilson

12th Grade – High 
Honor Roll
Jazmine Brooks
Nina D’Amato
Mariah Lull
Mara Nolan
Bruno Portes
Isabella Ramos
Shalleigh Taranto

Gilbertsville-Mount Upton Names Honor Rolls 
for Second Quarter

loCAl ACADemiCs

Every Friday of the 
school year without 
fail, GMU librarian 
Raquel Norton slips 
out of the rooms with 
the stacks of books and 
walks the hallways of 
the school, carrying 
plastic bags filled with 
canned goods, boxes 
of pasta and rice, juice 
boxes, apples, loaves 
of bread, peanut butter 
and jelly, and toiletries 
and other useful things. 
She pauses to transfer 
items to a backpack in 
one empty classroom, 
then moves on.

She has memorized all 
the class schedules, so 
she only visits empty 
classrooms. And the 
students who take 
home all that food 
spend the weekend 
with full bellies.

The Backpack Pro-
gram at GMU gives 
real help to students in 
need. GMU Principal 
Heather Wilcox ex-
plains that while they 
may all qualify for  free 
breakfast and lunch at 
school, the students in 

the Backpack Program 
have a real need for 
food during the week-
ends. So the Friday 
deliveries include three 
entrees, breakfast items 
and breakfast bars.

The program that 
began with a donation 
during the holidays in 
2017 has grown in its 
first year to benefit 20 
families in the Gil-
bertsville-Mount Upton 
Central School District.

Norton says every 
GMU employee gets a 
checklist for kids and 
can nominate anyone 
they feel meets the 
criteria for aid. She 
keeps contacts with the 
students to a minimum 
and always tries to pre-
serve confidentiality. 
“I know how I would 
feel,” she explains.

The first delivery hap-
pened in January 2018 
and was made pos-
sible by a $200 dona-
tion from the Oneonta 
Daily Star, Norton says. 
“We’d been talking 
about it for two years,” 

she recalls, “and fi-
nally, we put together a 
program similar to one 
the United Methodist 
Church in Morris was 
doing.”

Most of the food comes 
from the Northeast 
Regional Food Bank 
in Latham, NY, near 
Albany. Each week, 
Norton picks up the 
food from a truck at the 
mall in Oneonta. As 
for the funds to buy the 
food, they come from 
people and companies 
near and far.

The New York State 
Grange Association re-
cently donated $50 and 
a pile of food that filled 
Norton’s Jeep.

The Unitarian Uni-
versalist Society of 
Oneonta recently made 
a gift of $1,600 that 
will translate into two 
gallons of milk a month 
for each student in the 
program, who can use 
coupons to buy the 
milk at the Blue Ox 
convenience store in 
Mount Upton.

Other donors include 
the women’s group 
at the Presbyterian 
Church in Gilbertsville, 
the Mount Upton Fire 
Department and its 
Women’s Auxiliary and 
the Talbot Insurance 
Agency in Oneonta.
And there are dona-
tions from community 
residents, GMU retired 
teachers and current 
staff. Each month, staff 
members can choose 
to wear blue jeans on a 
Friday or two in return 
for donating $5 to the 
program.

Norton is always look-
ing for help to buy the 
food and supplies that 
pile up each week in a 
small conference room 
in the library, where 
she works between her 
regular duties to sort 
the items for her Friday 
deliveries.

Norton credits all those 
who help the program, 
but administrators give 
her a lot of the credit. 
“She’s not the teacher 
of the year (for 2018) 

for no reason,” says 
GMU District Superin-
tendent Annette Ham-
mond. “Raquel also 
organizes our Mentor-
ing Program. She has 
always been communi-
ty-centered, and we’re 
fortunate to have her.

“She was also BOCES 
Librarian of the year 
this past year.”

Hammond agreed to 
the ‘jeans day’ idea that 
came from the GMU 
Teachers’ Association 
as a way to help fund 
the program.

Norton notes that it 
costs $183 to sponsor 
one of the program’s 25 
children for an entire 
school year. “Once 
people found out how 
affordable it was, I had 
several people step 
forward to sponsor an 
entire year for a stu-
dent,” she says. “But 
we’re always looking 
for more.”

The Backpack Pro-
gram recently bought 
Thanksgiving dinners 

for the 20 families 
with students in the 
program, and the Sid-
ney Elks’ Club #2175 
dropped off shoes and 
boots, clothing and toi-
letries for the students.

Norton knows the 
program helps students, 
and she hopes to see 
it grow. “All we need 
is for more people to 
give,” she says.

The program raffled 
off a turkey, ham, and 
homemade quilt as 
fund-raisers this fall.

Anyone interested in 
donating to the Back-
pack Program can 
write a check to the 
school district, listing 
the Backpack Program 
on the ‘note’ line. They 
can also make checks 
out to the food bank in 
Latham.

Norton encourages 
anyone who wants to 
know more about the 
program to contact her 
at 607.783.2207 or rnor-
ton@gmucsd.org.

Backpack Program at GMU

To submit 
content 

email 

chendelo 
post@gmail.

com

 or visit 

www.chen 
delopost 

.com
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Natalie Pistor has been 
named valedictorian for 
this year’s graduating 
class at Gilbertsville-
Mount Upton Central 
School. 
Natalie, who was 
Senior of the Month in 
September, is currently 
president of the Student 
Council and National 
Honor Society.  She is 
also vice president of 
Women for a Change 
club. 
She serves as  treasurer 
of her class, having  
served for two years as 
president.  Natalie is a 
member of Ski Club, 
Spanish Club, SADD, 
and Leadership Club.  
In her earlier high 
school career, she also 
tried her hand at Track 
and Mock Trial.  She 
was on stage crew in 
her sophomore year, 
and she made her GMU 
stage debut last year as 
Officer Klein in Arse-
nic and Old Lace.

Natalie participated in 
HOBY this past June, 
and she is active in her 
church’s youth group. 
Natalie has interned at 
Catholic Charities for 
two summers; in addi-
tion to clerical work, 
she worked directly 
with clients, provid-
ing them assistance for 
emergency needs.
She has taken TC3 Ac-
counting, TC3 Chemis-
try, and TC3 Econom-
ics and Government 
this year, among other 
courses. Natalie plans 
to attend Manhattan 
College to study busi-
ness.

Hunter Christian is the 
class  of 2019 salutato-
rian with the second-
highest grade-point 
average. 
She is currently en-
rolled in the rigorous 
New Visions Allied 
Health Program at 
DCMO BOCES.  She 

is respected by her 
peers and teachers, 
and was the recipient 
of the Wells College 
21st Century Leader-
ship Award and was 
selected to participate 
in both the American 
Legion Girls’ State and 
HOBY.  
She is Vice President of 
National Honor Society 
and the Class of 2019, 
and the Treasurer for 
SADD, STUCO, and 
Language Club. In 
years past, she has held 
many officer positions 
for her Class of 2019. 
Hunter is also involved 
in GMU Academic 
Team, Women for a 
Change, Drama Club, 
Stage Crew, and several 
GMU plays and musi-
cals. 
Hunter was Senior of 
the Month in October. 
She will attend Hart-
wick College to study 
nursing.

Nina D’Amato 
achieved the third-
highest average in the 
class of 2019. She was 
named Senior of the 
Month in December. 
Nina is president of the 
Class of 2019, Drama 
Club, Chorus, Band, 
Students Against De-
structive Decisions, and 
Women for a Change—
which was created by 
Nina, who was inspired 
by a leadership con-
ference. Inclusivity is 
something Nina feels 
strongly about. She 
wanted to create a club 
that could help the 
young women of GMU 
reach their potential in 
a supportive environ-
ment. 
She also is a member of 
the Gay-Straight Alli-
ance, Student Council, 
National Honor Soci-
ety, Academic Team, 
and Mock Trial.
Nina is active in 4H, 
an ecumenical youth 
group, community 
church band and cho-
rus, and is a Young 
Adult Advisory dele-
gate for her Presbytery. 
Last summer she took 
a mission trip to Heifer 
International Global 
Village at Shepherd 
Springs in Maryland. 
She has also taken 
week-long mission trips 
to a homeless outreach 
ministry, Broad Street 
Ministry, in Philadel-
phia, and a Christian 
summer camp for 
youth and people with 
disabilities, at Camp 
Whitman in NY. 
Nina is a talented musi-
cian, who plays both 

bassoon and trombone; 
she participates in 
symphonic band, cho-
rus, jazz band, ladies 
ensemble, Susquehanna 
University Honors 
Band, NYSSMA solo 
festival, marching 
band, All-County band 
and chorus, Hartwick 
Honor Band, and Area 
All State Chorus.
Nina has taken TC3 
Accounting TC3 Eco-
nomics TC3Govern-
ment, and TC3 Psy-
chology.
She will attend Hough-
ton College in the fall 
to continue exploring 
social justice as an 
Intercultural Studies 
major with a concentra-
tion in missions.

Hailey Cappiello 
earned the fourth-high-
est academic average in 
the class of 2019.
Hailey was named 
Senior of the Month for 
February. She joined 
our GMU family three 
years ago in her 10th-
grade year. 
Currently, she keeps a 
rigorous schedule: TC3 
Biology, TC3 Psychol-
ogy, TC3 Economics, 
and TC3 Political Sci-
ence, Ladies Ensemble 
and Chorus. 
She has been a partici-
pant in the prestigious 
Interscholastic Eques-
trian Association since 
7th grade. She also 
shares her love of na-
ture as a member of 4H 
for the past eight years. 
She excels at Hippol-
ogy and competes in an 
equine veterinary and 
management knowl-

edge contest activity 
that enhances learn-
ing for 4-H members 
by letting them ex-
hibit their knowledge 
of equine science and 
husbandry in a com-
petitive setting. 
Hailey has been com-
peting for eight years 
at both the state and 
national levels.
She also has been 
in Drama Club as a 
member of stage crew. 
She also made her first 
stage appearance at 
GMU in Mary Poppins 
in the fall. She was also 
in numerous produc-
tions at her previous 
school, Bainbridge-
Guilford, and has been 
an active member in 
chorus since 4th grade.
Hailey was a founding 
member of GSA, the 
Gay-Straight Alliance 
last year. She is a mem-
ber of Academic Team.
She will attend Hart-
wick College and study 
psychology.

Shalleigh Taranto has 
earned the fifth-highest 
average in the senior 
class.
Shalleigh is one of the 
most active students in 
her class. She serves as 
treasurer of Language 
Club and as a Student 
Council class repre-
sentative, and is sec-
retary for ther the Gay 
Straight Alliance. 
She is a member of 
the National Honor 
Society, SADD, March-
ing Band, Symphonic 
Band, Mock Trial, and 
a Peer Mentor. 

GMU Names Top 5 Students for Class of 2019

SHERBURNE--Forget 
the gas or electric 
debate; cooking over 
an open fire is the way 
to go. If you are plan-
ning a camping trip or 
just looking for a new 
outdoor activity, we’ll 
help you learn how 
to prepare food on an 
open flame.
“Cooking With Fire” is 
the latest in the EdVen-
ture Series offered by 
the Rogers Environ-
mental Education Cen-
ter in Sherburne, NY. 
It will be offered twice, 
on Thursday, March 14 
at 6:30 p.m. at the Rog-
ers Center and on Sat-
urday, March 23 at 1:30 

p.m. at Empire Farm 
Brewery on Rippleton 
Road in Cazenovia. 
“There’s nothing like 
being able to cook for 
yourself over an open 
fire,” said Friends of 
Rogers Executive Di-
rector Simon Solomon. 
“This will be a lot of 
fun, and a great way to 
spend a few hours as 
winter winds down.” 
Make yourself at home 
and taste some deli-
cious, rustic delicacies 
around the firepit at 
Rogers
Center, at Empire Farm 
Brewery, or both, since 
coming back for sec-
onds is encouraged!

Rogers Center Hosts Cooking 
With Fire Workshops

SHERBURNE—The 
worlds of art, ecology, 
agriculture, horticul-
ture and technology 
will come together later 
this month as Friends 
of Rogers and Colgate 
University host a two-
day conference, “Graft-
ers X Change: Branch-
es and Networks.”
The conference runs 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
on Friday, March 29 at 
the Schupf Art Studios 
in Hamilton, NY and 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on 
Saturday, March 30 
at the Rogers Envi-
ronmental Education 
Center on Route 80 in 
Sherburne, NY.
The event is free and 
open to the public. It 
will allow fruit tree 
grafters to exchange 
‘scions’, or shoots and 
twigs of live trees, as 

the grafting season 
begins. Grafting has 
several benefits, includ-
ing:
the ability to produce 
two or more kinds of 
fruit on the same tree, 
such as lemons and 
oranges or different 
varieties of apples;
the convenience of 
saving space and water/
fertilizer by making 
one tree act as two or 
more;
the saving of time 
when compared to a 
newly planted tree, 
which may take years 
to bear fruit;
the strengthening of 
a broken or damaged 
tree;
the potential for fight-
ing disease and insect 
damage by grafting a 
healthy scion with an 
unhealthy tree;

the ability of a tree to 
obtain both ‘male’ and 
‘female’ characteristics 
that allow it to cross-
pollinate all by itself.

Participants will attend 
a wide range of work-
shops and demonstra-
tions on seed-sharing, 
propagation techniques 
and sources, local tree 
species, eco-art, and 
sustainability. Eco-
art is a contemporary 
social arts practice that 
brings living things 
into relationship with 
one another in a range 
of different (large and 
small, rural and urban) 
sites.
Among the present-
ers will be ecological 
artists, social practice 
artists, digital artists, 
college faculty from 
related fields, stu-

dents, sustainability 
advocates, regional tree 
growers, and agrofor-
esters.
Co-sponsors for this 
event include: 
Friends of Rogers
Colgate Arts Council
Upstate Institute
Colgate Sustainability 
Office
Colgate University Art 
and Art History
Colgate University 
Film and Media Studies
Colgate University En-
vironmental Studies

For more information, 
please contact Mar-
garetha Haughwout at 
mhaughwout@colgate.
edu.
Or check out the event 
site at 
https://tinyurl.com/yx-
p7xrca

Grafters X Change brings together many ecologically-minded 
disciplines in late March
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The United Presby-
terian Church of East 
Guilford set up a 
Blessing Box almost 
2 years ago on their 
church property north 
of Sidney, at the corner 
of Route 7 and County 
Road 35. The Blessing 
Box, or pop-up food 
pantry, contains food 
and supplies that can be 
accessed by anyone in 
need. It cannot replace 
a grocery store, food 
bank, or government 
assistance, but hope-
fully it can be used by 

individuals or families 
who are temporar-
ily short on resources. 
The slogan on the door 
reads, “Take what you 
need, Leave what you 
can”. Members of the 
community are encour-
aged to use the Bless-
ing Box as needed. The 
community can also 
help the needy and the 
church to replenish its 
contents by leaving 
non-perishable food, 
toiletries, etc. Many 
thanks!

Blessing Box
By: Amber Westcott

On Saturday, March 
16th there was a benefit 
held at the Sidney Elks 
Lodge for Dean Fair-
child. In mid-January, 
Dean was diagnosed 
with Necrotizing Pan-
creatitis. With this, he 
experienced multiple 
organ failures, many 
surgeries and an elon-
gated hospital stay at 
Bassett in Cooperstown 
and Strong Memorial 
in Rochester for a total 
of 7 1/2 weeks.  He 
is now at Sunnyview 
Rehabilitation Hospital 
in Schenectady, NY for 
the next several weeks 

for physical therapy 
and occupational 
therapy to regain his 
strength. It could take 
up to a year or more for 
him to be back to 100% 
and back to work.  
Our community came 

together leading up 
to the benefit and we 
were able to gather over 
50 basket donations 
& 15 gift cards from 
local businesses and 
entrepreneurs. It was 
such an overwhelming 
feeling knowing that 

our community came 
together to support 
someone in need. We 
exceeding our expec-
tations of what our 
outcome was going to 

be and it wouldn’t have 
been possible without 
our family, friends, the 
donations we received 
and the Sidney Elks 
Lodge.

Dean Fairchild Benefit

1st place winner of 1 year 
subscription to Chen-Del-O Post 

is
 Norma Boyd

2nd place winner of a 6 month 
subscription to Chen-Del-O Post 

is 
John Hinman

3rd place winner of a 3 month 
subscription to Chen-Del-O 

is 
Lynae Raley- Savory

*Chen-Del-O Post will Facebook 
message you on how to claim your prize

Facebook Giveaway Winners

sPorts

With bowling season 
winding down, the end-
of-year tournaments 
have begun at the 
Greene Bowlodrome. 
The Men’s Handicap 
Tournament was held 
March 9 with 30 bowl-
ers participating. Jim 
Milk defeated Brendon 
Widger, 232-221, in 
the finals to capture 
this year’s crown. In 
the roll-offs, fourth-
seeded Wyatt Johns 

downed fifth-seeded 
Tim Hoskins, 222-197, 
to advance to the next 
round against third-
seeded Trevor Parrish. 
The second-seeded 
Milk and Parrish 
squared off with the 
right to face Widger in 
the finals. Milk ad-
vanced with 221-185 
victory and took out the 
top-seeded Widger in 
the finals.

Milk Wins Bowlodrome Men’s 
Handicap Tourney


